
Introduction:

The Roar of Silence

ARASH ZEINI AND ADAM BENKATO

The breadth and variety of François de Blois’s erudition is such that only a long and
detailed introduction could possibly do justice to his scholarly career. Anyone who knows
François, the “quiet man” of Iranian studies, also knows his penchant for concision. We
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have therefore decided to limit our remarks here to about the length of his legendary hand-
out of Middle Persian grammar—two pages.
François de Blois was born in New York on  September  and grew up in France,

Germany, and the USA. After finishing high school in Chicago in , he returned to Ger-
many to take up the study of “Orientalistik” at the Universität Tübingen. Although François
was unable to finish the programme due to difficult circumstances, the intellectual commit-
ments from which he would never waver had been firmly established. For the next two dec-
ades, he carried out his research independently while working as a language teacher in
Germany, France, Saudi Arabia, and Great Britain, where he taught English, Arabic, Persian,
French, German, Greek, and Italian in various capacities. After more than a decade of pub-
lishing his research as an independent scholar, François was appointed a research fellow by
the Royal Asiatic Society in , with sole responsibility for continuing C. A. Storey’s bio-
bibliographical survey of Persian literature. After completing that fellowship, François then
held a variety of posts, including being appointed to teach Iranian and Semitic languages
at the School of Oriental and African Studies and the Universität Hamburg, and holding
research appointments on a number of major projects in Iranian studies, including the Mani-
chaean Dictionary and Bactrian Chronology projects at SOAS, the Shahnama project at
Cambridge, and most recently the project Calendars in Antiquity and the Middle Ages at
UCL.
François de Blois has had an unusual career in two ways, which we find important to high

light for the scholarly record. Firstly, without a typical academic pedigree, François spent his
career, until his retirement in , without major institutional resources. Secondly,
although it is not uncommon for scholars, especially those in Semitic or Iranian studies,
to have a solid working knowledge of several ancient languages, it is rare for an individual
scholar to attain the competency in languages and literatures such as Arabic, Persian, or Syr-
iac, not to mention in the many ancient Iranian and Semitic languages, required to teach
them at an advanced level. But it is virtually impossible to find a scholar who has the
depth of knowledge and expertise necessary to publish not only a host of articles on history,
astronomy, religion, and historical linguistics drawing on sources in literally all these lan-
guages, but also manuscript catalogues, monographic literary-biographical surveys, and
major works on textual criticism and calendars. François’s scholarship shows a combination
of breadth, variety, and depth that is unique.
François’s first monograph, published in , was a prize-winning study of the origins of

Kalıl̄a wa-Dimna. Thirty years later, it remains the indispensable study of Burzōy’s adaptation
of Indian material into the Middle Persian work that, through Ibn al-Muqaffa‘, became the
Arabic Kalıl̄a wa-Dimna. His next major work was on the bio-bibliographical survey of
Persian literature, for which he completed the part on poetry of the pre-Mongol period,
from the mid-th to the early th centuries. For this work, which Ehsan Yarshater once
remarked was a “major event in Iranian studies”, François was awarded the Bahari
Foundation prize for contributions to Iranian culture in , and the combined edition
of the original three fascicles was honoured with the World Book of the Year prize from
the Iranian government in . He was also responsible for compiling the Arabic and New
Persian parts of theDictionary ofManichaeanTexts (), the lemmata ofwhich a reviewer praised
as “miniature research articles substantially improving our understanding of key terms”. In the
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early s, François was given access to Abbas Hamdani’s private collection of Ismaili manu-
scripts. A life-long friendship developed between the two scholars, and many years later when
Hamdani donated his collection to the Institute of Ismaili Studies in London, François was
asked to catalogue them.Françoiswas also commissioned to edit theElamite version of theBehis-
tun inscription for the Corpus Inscriptionum Iranicarum, but much to the regret of the scholarly
community, the Elamite affliction has prevented him from doing so.
One of the most well-known aspects of François’s research has been his work on calen-

dars, a topic close to his heart. Indeed, he has written the last word on several ancient and
medieval calendar traditions which have long been the subject of contentious debate. This
includes the Persian and Zoroastrian calendars, and, together with Nicholas Sims-Williams,
the Bactrian calendar, including a major recent collaborative volume on the chronology of
the known Bactrian documents.
These two great philologists originally met through Mary Boyce. Though notorious for

being strictly selective about her inner circle of friends,Mary was, the legend goes, so impressed
by François’ article “‘Freeman’ and ‘Nobles’ in Iranian and Semitic Languages” that she
decided to admit him into her confidence. After François eulogised their friendship in a heart-
felt memorial lecture to the Royal Asiatic Society, he reluctantly admitted to one of us present
that Mary Boyce had only ever truly recognised three scholars in the field of Iranian studies.
Though we shall not reveal the secret names, readers will surely suspect the identity of one.
It is only appropriate that this festschrift should be housed in the Royal Asiatic Society’s

main scholarly publication venue, as much of François’s career has been interwoven with the
Society, and the Journal has published some of his work. The contributors to this festschrift
represent an international group of scholars, most of whom have been his direct colleagues
or students. We, the editors of this festschrift, both had the good fortune to be students of
François at SOAS. We both took seminars with him in Imperial Aramaic, Old Persian, and
Khwarizmian, while one of us also studied Bactrian with him during the only time it was
ever offered officially, and both of us benefited from his presence on our PhD committees.
The contributions to this issue range over a huge variety of languages, sources, and dis-

ciplines. It is a tribute to François that these contributions not only involve topics and sources
with which he is totally comfortable, but indeed ones on which he has already had some-
thing to say. And, most appropriately, this festschrift also has two contributions on calendars.
François once wrote that “for the Achaemenian kings it was clearly a source of pleasure

and of pride to include in their monumental inscriptions long lists of the ‘lands’ that
made up their far-flung empire”. His scholarly output is clearly a source of pleasure and
of pride, and a roar of silence echoes through the far-flung empire of ancient sources
which he has elucidated with his vast learning and philological acumen.

ke-̄tan̄ az abzon̄ıḡ ganj ̌ ı ̄ yazadan̄ wazurg nam̄ dur̄-braz̄išnıḡıh̄a ̄ ud pahlom ahlaȳıh̄ ı ̄
ruwan̄-box̄tišnıḡıh̄a ̄ abartom burzišn ı ̄ xweš̄ abe-̄guman̄ıh̄a ̄ pad ed̄ farrox tan ud anoš̄ag

gyan̄ bowandagıh̄a ̄ bawad̄
frazaft pad drod̄
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François de Blois’s Publication List

Books

Blois, François de. . Burzoȳ’s voyage to India and the origin of the book of Kalıl̄ah wa Dimnah (Royal
Asiatic Society Prize Publication Fund ). London.

Blois, François de. –. Persian literature, a Bio-bibliographical Survey. Begun by the late C. A. Storey.
Volume V: Poetry of the pre-Mongol Period, Parts –. London.

Blois, François de. . Persian Literature, a Bio-bibliographical Survey. Begun by the late C. A. Storey. Vol-
ume V: Poetry of the pre-Mongol Period. nd Revised Edition. London: Routledge Curzon.

Blois, François de. . Arabic, Persian and Gujarati manuscripts: The Hamdani Collection in the Library of
the Institute of Ismaili Studies. London and New York: I. B. Tauris.

Sims-Williams, Nicholas and François de Blois. . Studies in the Chronology of the Bactrian Documents
from Northern Afghanistan, with contributions by Harry Falk and Dieter Weber (Veröffentlichungen zur
Iranistik ). Vienna: Verlag der ÖAW.

Edited Books

Blois, François de and Nicholas Sims-Williams (eds.). . Dictionary of Manichaean texts. Volume II:
Texts from Iraq and Iran (Texts in Syriac, Arabic, Persian and Zoroastrian Middle Persian). Turnhout:
Brepols.

Sundermann, Werner, Almut Hintze and François de Blois (eds.). . Exegisti monumenta: festschrift in
honour of Nicholas Sims-Williams (Iranica ). Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.

Articles

Blois, François de and Abbas Hamdani. . A re-examination of al-Mahdı’̄s letter to the Yemenites
on the genealogy of the Fatimid caliphs. Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society (). pp. –.

Blois, François de. . Clan-names in ancient Ethiopia. Die Welt des Orients . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . Laylat al-maš̄ūš: Marginalia to al-Bayrūni, Abū Nuwas̄, and other authors.

Journal of Semitic Studies . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . The admonitions of Ādurbad̄ and their relationship to the Aḥıq̄ar legend.

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society (). pp. –.
Blois, François de. . The oldest known Fatimid manuscript from Yemen. Proceedings of the Seminar

for Arabian Studies . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . “Freemen” and “nobles” in Iranian and Semitic languages. Journal of the Royal

Asiatic Society (). pp. –.
Blois, François de. . The Abū Saʻıd̄ıs̄, or so-called “Qarmatians” of Baḥrayn. Proceedings of the Sem-

inar for Arabian Studies . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . Abū Ṭah̄ir’s letter to the Caliph al-Muqtadir. Proceedings of the Seminar for

Arabian Studies . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . Maka and Mazūn. Studia Iranica . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . C. A. Storey’s Persian literature, an interim report. Journal of the Royal Asiatic

Society (). pp. –.
Blois, François de. . The date of the “martyrs of Nagran̄.” Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy . pp.

–.
Blois, François de. . The Middle-Persian inscription from Constantinople: Sasanian or post-

Sasanian? Studia Iranica . pp. –.
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Blois, François de. . The Pañcatantra: From India to the West, and back. In Ernst J. Grube (ed.), A
Mirror for Princes from India: Illustrated Versions of the Kalilah Wa Dimnah, Anvar-I Suhayli, Iyar-I Danish,
and Humayun Nameh, pp. –. Bombay: Marg Foundation.

Blois, François de. . The “four great kingdoms” in the Manichaean Kephalaia. In Piotr O. Scholz
(ed.), Bibliotheca nubica , Orbis Aethiopicus, Studia in honorem Stanislaus Chojnacki natali septuagesimo
quinto dicata, septuagesimo septimo oblata, pp. –. Albstadt: Karl Schuler.

Blois, François de. . A tomb made of horses’ hooves. Bulletin of the Asia Institute New Series . pp.
–.

Blois, François de. . Middle-Persian funerary inscriptions from South-Western Iran. In
W. Skalmowski and Alois van Tongerloo (eds.), Medioiranica. Proceedings of the International Collo-
quium organized by the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven from the st to the rd of May  (Orientalia
Lovaniensia Analecta ), pp. –. Louvain.

Blois, François de. . Two sources of the handarz of Ōšnar. Iran . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . Elamite survivals in Western Iranian. Studia Iranica Mesopotamica et Anatolica .

pp. –.
Blois, François de. . “Place” and “throne” in Persian. Iran . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . The “Sabians” (sạb̄i’un̄) in Pre-Islamic Arabia. Acta Orientalia . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . Who is King Amaro? Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . A bilingual poem by Ḥaf̄iz.̣ Oriente Moderno . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . Shuhayd al-Balkhı,̄ a poet and philosopher of the time of Raz̄ı.̄ Bulletin of the

School of Oriental and African Studies (). pp. –.
Blois, François de. . The Persian calendar. Iran . pp. –.
Blois, François de and Nicholas Sims-Williams. . The Bactrian calendar. Bulletin of the Asia Insti-

tute New Series . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . ‘Addendum’ [translation of and commentary on the beginning of book III of

al-Bayrūnı’̄s al-Qan̄ūn al-Mas‘ūdı]̄. In Tessere il cielo. Rome.
Blois, François de. . The Iftikhar̄iyan̄ of Qazvın̄. In Kambij Eslami (ed.), Iran and Iranian studies

Essays in honor of Iraj Afshar, pp. –. Princeton: Zagros Press.
Blois, François de. . The month and its divisions in ancient South Arabia. Proceedings of the Seminar

for Arabian Studies . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . Ḥijar̄atun min sijjıl̄. Acta Orientalia . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . A Persian poem lamenting the Arab conquest. In Carol Hillenbrand (ed.),

Studies in Honour of Clifford Edmund Bosworth, Volume II. The Sultan’s Turret: Studies in Persian and
Turkish Culture, pp. –. Leiden: Brill.

Blois, François de. . Dualism in Iranian and Christian traditions. Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society
(). pp. –.

Blois, François de. . The Manichaean daily prayers. In Ronald E. Emmerick and Peter Zieme
(eds.), Studia Manichaica. IV. Internationaler Kongreß zum Manichäismus, Berlin, .-. Juli , pp.
–. Berlin: Akademie Verlag.

Blois, François de. . The Turfan fragment M  I. In A. A. Ṣad̄iq (ed.), Tafazzoli memorial volume,
pp. –. Tehran.

Blois, François de. . Nasṛan̄ı ̄ (Nαζωραιος) and h ̣anıf̄ (εθνικός): studies on the religious vocabulary
of Christianity and of Islam. Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies . pp. –.

Blois, François de. . Manes’ twin in Iranian and non-Iranian sources. In Religious themes and texts of
pre-Islamic Iran and Central Asia: Studies in honour of Professor Gherardo Gnoli, pp. –. Wiesbaden.

Blois, François de. . Pahr(ag)bed. In Iranica selecta. Studies in honour of Professor Wojciech Skalmowski
on the occasion of his seventieth birthday, pp. –. Turnhout.
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Blois, François de. . The Dictionary of Manichaean Texts (Arabic section): a report on work in
progress. Manichaean Studies Newsletter . pp. –.

Blois, François de. . The reform of the Zoroastrian calendar in the year  of Yazdgird. In Jam-
shid Soroush Soroushian Memorial Volume, Vol. , pp. –. Bloomington.

Blois, François de. . A Zoroastrian apocalypse. In C. G. Cereti (ed.), Varia Iranica (Serie Orientale
Roma ), pp. –. Rome.

Blois, François de. . Elchasai - Manes - Muhammad. Der Islam . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . Qur’an̄ : and CIH . Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies . pp.

–.
Blois, François de. . New light on the sources of the Manichaean chapter in the Fihrist. In

Alois van Tongerloo (ed.), Il manicheismo: nuove prospettive della ricerca. Quinto Congresso internazionale
di studi sul Manicheismo, atti: Dipartimento di studi asiatici, Università degli studi di Napoli “L’Orientale”,
Napoli, – settembre , pp. –. Turnhout.

Blois, François de. . The Bactrian calendar: new material and new suggestions. In Dieter Weber
(ed.), Languages of Iran: past and present: Iranian studies in memoriam David Neil MacKenzie (Iranica ),
pp. –. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.

Blois, François de. . Du nouveau sur la chronologie bactrienne post-hellénistique: l’ère de  ap.
J.-C. Académie des inscriptions & belles-lettres: Comptes rendus, pp. –.

Blois, François de. . Lunisolar calendars in ancient Iran. In Antonio Panaino and Andrea Piras
(eds.), Proceedings of the th Conference of the Societas Iranologica Europaea, held in Ravenna, – October
, Vol. I: Ancient and Middle Iranian Studies, pp. –. Milan.

Blois, François de. . Some Arabic and Persian works on Quranic sciences in two early manu-
scripts. In Iraj Afshar (ed.), Memory of Muhammad Qazvini, pp. –. Tehran.

Blois, François de. . The name of the Black Sea. In Maria Macuch, Mauro Maggi and
Werner Sundermann (eds.), Iranian Languages and Texts from Iran and Turan: Ronald E. Emmerick
Memorial Volume (Iranica ), pp. –. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.

Blois, François de. . The two Zoroastrian treatises called ‘Ulama ̄ i Islam̄. In Fereydoun Vahman
and C. V. Pedersen (eds.), Religious texts in Iranian languages, pp. –. Copenhagen.

Blois, François de. . Mary Boyce and the quest for Zoroaster. Bulletin of the Asia Institute . pp. –.
Blois, François de. . Translation in the ancient Iranian world. In Harald Kittel (ed.), Übersetzung -

Translation - Traduction, Volume , –. Berlin and New York.
Blois, François de. . A Sasanian silver bowl. In Exegisti monumenta: festschrift in honour of Nicholas

Sims-Williams (Iranica ), pp. –. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.
Blois, François de. . Nicholas Sims-Williams. In Exegisti monumenta: festschrift in honour of Nicholas

Sims-Williams (Iranica ), pp. xiii–xxiv. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.
Blois, François de. . On the sources of the Barlaam Romance. In Desmond Durkin-Meisterernst,

Christiane Reck and Dieter Weber (eds.), Literarische Stoffe und ihre Gestaltung in mitteliranischer Zeit:
Kolloquium anlässlich des . Geburtstages von Werner Sundermann (Beiträge Zur Iranistik ), pp. –.
Wiesbaden: Reichert.

Blois, François de. . Pre-Islamic Iranian and Indian influences on Persian literature. In J. T. P. de
Bruijn (ed.), General Introduction to Persian Literature, pp. –. London.

Blois, François de. . Islam in its Arabian context. In A. Neuwirth and M. Marx (eds.), The Qur’an
in Context, pp. –. Leiden: Brill.

Blois, François de. . A new look at Mazdak. In Teresa Bernheimer and Adam Silverstein (eds.),
Late Antiquity: Eastern perspectives, pp. –.

Blois, François de. . Bactria, Bax̄δı-̄, Balx. In S. Tokhtasev and Pavel Lurje (eds.), Commentationes
iranicae, Vladimiro f. Aaron Livschits nonagenario donum natalicium, pp. –. Saint Petersburg: Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences.
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Blois, François de. . Some early Islamic and Christian sources regarding the Jewish calendar (th
to th centuries). In Sacha Stern and Charles Burnett (eds.), Time, Astronomy, and Calendars in the
Jewish Tradition, pp. –. Leiden.

Blois, François de. . Mazdak the Ancient and Mazdak the Last: Further remarks on the history and
religious typology of Mazdakism. In C. Jullien (ed.), Husraw Ier: Reconstruction d’un règne (Cahiers de
Studia Iranica ), pp. –.

Blois, François de. . al-Bayrūnı,̄ the twelve apostles, and the twelve months of the Julian year. In
Li Tang and Dietmar W. Winkler (eds.), Winds of Jingjiao. Studies on Syriac Christianity in China and
Central Asia (Orientalia - Patristica - Oecumenica ), pp. –. Vienna: LIT Verlag.

Blois, François de. . Remarks on some European names in the Syriac life of Mar̄ Yab̲alah̄a.̄ Journal
of the Royal Asiatic Society  (–). pp. –.

Blois, François de. . Aristotle and Avicenna on the habitability of the Southern Hemisphere. In
Sabine Schmidtke (ed.), Near and Middle Eastern Studies at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton,
–. Piscataway: Gorgias Press.

Blois, François de. . Manichaean Polemics: M and the Book of Mysteries. In Flavia Ruani &
Mihaela Timus ̧ (eds.), Quand les dualistes polémiquaient: Zoroastriens et manichéens (Orient et Méditer-
anée ), Leuven: Peeters. pp. –.

Blois, François de. . The chronology of early Islam: the ancient calendar at Mecca and the origin
of the Islamic calendar. In Sacha Stern (ed.), Calendars in the Making The Origins of Calendars from the
Roman Empire to the Later Middle Age. Leiden; Brill. pp. –.

Reviews

Blois, François de. . [Review of] W. Skalmowski and A. van Tongerloo (eds), Middle Iranian
studies, JRAS, pp. –.

Blois, François de. . [Reviews of] E. Wagner, Harari-Texte in arabischer Schrift; C. Sumner,
Sagesse éthiopienne; S. Uhlig, Hiob Ludolfs Theologica Aethiopica; E. Hammerschmidt and
V. Six, Aethiopische Handschriften, Die Welt des Orients XVI, pp. –.

Blois, François de. . [Review of] C. Kappler (editor), Apocalypses et voyages dans l’au-delà,
JRAS, p. .

Blois, François de. . [Review of] Ph. Gignoux (editor), Transition periods in Iranian history,
JRAS, pp. –.

Blois, François de. . [Review of] N. Rastegar, Zur Problematik einiger handschriftlicher Quellen
des neupersischen Namenbuches, JRAS, p. .

Blois, François de. . [Review of] W. Hinz and H. Koch, Elamisches Wörterbuch, Bibliotheca orien-
talis XLIX, col. –.

Blois, François de. . [Review of] Iranica varia. Papers in honor of Professor Ehsan Yarshater,
JRAS, pp. –.

Blois, François de. . [Reviews of] R. E. Emmerick and D. Weber (editors), Corolla Iranica:
Papers in honour of Prof. Dr. David Neil MacKenzie; D. Weber, Corpus inscriptionum Iranicarum:
Ostraca, Papyri und Pergamente, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, pp. –.

Blois, François de. . [Review of] O. M. Davidson, Poet and hero in the Persian Book of Kings,
JRAS, pp. –.

Blois, François de. . [Reviews of] The Epic of Gilgamesh, (translated from the Arabic) by
S. Shabandar; J. Ehlers, Die Natur in der Bildersprache des Schahname, JRAS, pp. –.

Introduction 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1356186321000201 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1356186321000201


Blois, François de. . [Review of] W. Sundermann, Iranian Manichaean Turfan texts in early pub-
lications (–): Photo edition, JRAS, pp. –.

Blois, François de. . [Review of] R. E. Emmerick and P. O. Skjærvø, Studies in the vocabulary of
Khotanese III, JRAS, pp. –.

Blois, François de. . [Review of] The history of al-Ṭabarı,̄ Volume XVII. The first civil war,
translated and annotated by G. R. Hawting, JRAS, p. .

Blois, François de. . [Reviews of] Dictionary of Manichaean texts. Vol. I. Texts from the Roman
Empire (Texts in Syriac, Greek, Coptic and Latin); L. Cirillo and A. van Tongerloo (editors), Atti del
terzo congresso internazionale di studi “Manicheismo e oriente cristiano antico”, JRAS, pp. –.

Blois, François de. . [Review of] “Ibn Warraq” (editor), The origins of the Koran and The quest
for the historical Muhammad, JRAS, pp. , .

Blois, François de. . [Review of] A. Spitaler, Philologica, JRAS, , pp. –.
Blois, François de. . [Review of] Proceedings of the Arabic and Islamic sections of the th inter-

national congress of Asian and North African studies, part one, JRAS, pp. –.
Blois, François de. . [Review of] An anthology of philosophy in Persia, Volume I, (ed.) by Seyyed

Hossein Nasr and Mehdi Aminrazavi, JRAS, pp. –.
Blois, François de. . [Review of] D. N. MacKenzie, Iranica diversa, JRAS, p. .
Blois, François de. . [Reviews of] M. Ruthven, Islam, a very short introduction; M. Cook, The

Koran, a very short introduction; J. Riches, The Bible, a very short introduction, JRAS, pp. –.
Blois, François de. . [Review of] Iranian Manichaean Turfan texts in publications since .

Photo edition, edited by Dieter Weber, JRAS, pp. –.
Blois, François de. . [Review of] “Christoph Luxenberg”, Die syro-aramäische Lesart des Koran,

in Journal of Qur’anic studies V, pp. –.

Contributions to reference works:
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