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strategies of female workers, with a particular interest in how these histories 
were shaped by gender dynamics. The fourth and fifth chapters shift to focus 
on women’s lives beyond their work. The fourth chapter explores the marital 
and family relationships that female workers navigated alongside their work in 
the cashew factory. The fifth chapter follows workers home into the suburbs of 
Lourenco Marques, analyzing the relationship between the expanding African 
“reed city” ( bairros de caniço ) and the European-dominated “cement city.” 
A brief epilogue discusses the postcolonial history of the cashew industry, 
attributing its recent travails to the catastrophic impact of the Mozambican 
civil war and the profoundly misguided suggestions of the World Bank. 

 This is a book with many strengths. One is the wealth of empirical mate-
rial Penvenne has collected, especially the detailed interviews with former 
cashew workers, whose life histories provide a vibrant and important perspec-
tive upon the cashew industry, gender and family relationships, and the 
broader urban context of Lourenço Marques during the late colonial era. 
Another is the detailed account of the specific work processes through which 
cashews were converted into socially and economically valuable goods, partic-
ularly highlighted in the first and second chapters. At the same time, Penvenne 
does an excellent job of expanding the narrative from a focus on factory labor 
to an analysis of the larger social world of late colonial Mozambique, effec-
tively using the subject of female workers as a base from which to explore a 
range of far-reaching historical dynamics, from the personal relations, family 
tensions, and childcare concerns that shaped workers’ everyday lives, to the 
possibilities and limitations of the suburban neighborhoods where workers 
made their homes, to the global economic relationships that structured the 
industry as a whole. The wide range of topics has the effect of pulling the 
book’s narrative in many different directions—especially given the difficulty 
of making colonial sources and oral histories speak to each other because 
of colonial officials’ general lack of interest in investigating women’s lives. 
Readers interested in the history of labor, gender relations, and late colonial 
Mozambique will find that this expansive approach offers many vital insights 
into an important and long-neglected history.  

    Zachary Kagan     Guthrie     
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  How does an author select a topic for a book? In some cases there is a histo-
riographical “gap” that (perhaps) needs to be filled. Or one might stumble 
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across a dazzling document that, like true love’s kiss, awakens one to a new 
way of seeing a historical event or period. Other times, one grinds through 
days and weeks of archival work, only slowly recognizing a pattern, a name 
or word that appears too many times to be inconsequential. It was this last 
route that took Allison Shutt to the study of etiquette in Southern Rhodesia. 
Like camouflaged insects in the sand, one can hardly avoid noticing them 
once one becomes aware of the presence of keywords like “etiquette,” 
“manners,” “prestige,” and “insolence.” 

 As Shutt convincingly argues, etiquette was no small matter in the 
colony. It was meant to guide every interaction between Africans and 
Europeans, to force Africans to act out their lower place in the colonial 
hierarchy. Etiquette or manners were “the rules for daily living that people 
obeyed, flaunted, reworked, and improvised” (4). All manner of things fell 
under “proper behavior”: when encountering a European, Africans had 
to tip their hats, not argue or raise their voices, obey orders quickly and 
unquestioningly, and not poke fun. (In “Shooting an Elephant” [1936] 
George Orwell wrote that “every white man’s life in the East was one long 
struggle not to be laughed at.”) Any failure on the part of Africans in this 
little dance implied a questioning of the entire structure of colonialism. 
“Manners and domination,” Shutt shows, “were inseparable” (31). If Africans 
did not show proper etiquette, whites reacted with violence or, in the case 
of government officials, through recourse to the Native Affairs Act, which 
“criminalized insolence” (21). 

 In the first several chapters Shutt provides compelling, detailed evi-
dence of how etiquette helped shape relations in colonial Zimbabwe, while 
in the final chapters she uses etiquette as a lens to reimagine politics in the 
postwar years. By examining mundane daily interactions, state-sponsored 
celebrations, and nationalist movements, she demonstrates how both white 
and African politics were tied up in questions of etiquette. Nationalists 
attacked the daily indignities suffered by Africans, both to improve Africans’ 
lives and as a way to marshal their followers’ emotional energies. This work, 
such as the fight against the color bar in the late 1950s, did not come with-
out criticism. Some argued it made little sense to fight for seats in restau-
rants instead of seats in Parliament, but nonetheless insults and humiliations 
kept the anticolonial fires burning. Some whites sought to eliminate racial 
conflict not by addressing land and labor issues, but through better under-
standing between the races. Hence a privately sponsored “Courtesy 
Campaign,” which tutored Africans on how to be a modern, polite person 
and encouraged whites to act as they knew that they should. This kind of 
etiquette was new, but if everyone obeyed the rules it would (allegedly) permit 
the easy functioning of what remained a brutal, racialized hierarchy. 

 Shutt might have done more with the divisions among whites, particu-
larly in the prewar period. There is little attention here to “poor whites,” 
those who were feared by government officials and elite whites in every 
colony. Whites who failed to appear “civilized” threatened to expose the 
hollowness of white racial supremacy, to lower white prestige, and to invite 
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ISBN:  9781847011374 .      

  Stories about who killed a white woman tourist in Kenya in 1988 led Grace 
Musila to interrogate what she calls the “colonial archive”—the set of atti-
tudes, beliefs, and prejudices that recur long after the social structures that 
propped them up have fallen. Exquisitely examined through memoirs, 
reports, official documents, journals, newspaper articles, blogs, social media, 
scholarly works, and novels,  A Death Retold in Truth and Rumour  visits the 
contact zone between Africans and Europeans and traces unequal rela-
tionships from colonialism to the present. It is a study of the effects of the 
tenacity of colonial binaries of modern–traditional, white–black, nature–
culture, male–female, and virgin–whore, as well as an unblinking look at 
the space of terror in what she calls “the criminal state.” Musila happened 
upon the story of the murder of Julie Ward while doing research on polit-
ical assassinations in Kenya. Julie Ward was a young British woman on an 
overland trip across Africa, whose charred remains were found in Kenya 
at the Maasai Mara Game Reserve in 1988. To this day the motive for the 

Africans to jettison rules of etiquette. (Doris Lessing’s  The Grass Is Singing  
[1950] is perhaps the best insider’s view in this regard.) Shutt notes that in 
the 1950s long-time residents did their best to inculcate in new white immi-
grants the ways of being Rhodesian. But these intrawhite attempts to disci-
pline one another had a longer history, perhaps most importantly between 
Britons and Afrikaaners. Similarly, the very definition of “white” remained 
a matter of debate, as Shutt notes in relation to Greek shop owners: Anglos 
and Africans alike did not feel Greeks deserved the deference accorded to 
“real whites” (11–12). I would have wished for the author to push this point 
further, however, and examine how these “marginal” whites fit into and 
complicate her story. 

 But on the whole this is a fascinating, well-written study of how critical 
daily interpersonal relations are to the construction, subversion, and 
reworking of domination. It is based on a wide variety of sources, marshaled 
to great effect. There are other important themes in the book—on European 
and African conceptions of gender, on class and respectability—which will 
repay close reading. One sincerely hopes that Shutt’s work will get a wide 
reading, for students of colonial history have much to learn. And just as 
Shutt wisely consulted work on the Jim Crow South, Americanists should 
equally consult this text.  
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