
bastards became increasingly precarious. In chapter 4 Thibodeaux looks at how married
priests’ sons and supporters responded to the imposition of celibacy and how they framed it
in terms of lay masculinity. Flipping the legislation on its head, they accused the reformers
of being sodomites who wished to impose a new, sinful lifestyle upon their already virtuous
and morally upright existence. In chapter 5 she discusses the proliferation of the ideology of
the manly celibate within the province of Normandy during the thirteenth century (Normandy
was conquered by France in 1204). It was during this period that several reform-minded arch-
bishops expanded the promotion and enforcement of celibacy legislation and proper clerical
dress and deportment. Finally, in chapter 6, she shows how, by the end of the thirteenth
century, the priestly body was personified as the manly body, that is, one of self-control, tem-
pered bearing, and proper appearance. The reality, however, can be found in the visitation
records of Archbishop Odo Rigaldus (1248–1275), which record Norman clerics often emu-
lating lay behavior by frequenting taverns, gambling, dressing fashionably, hunting, riding a
horse in an open cape, and fighting.

Instead of engaging these renowned sources with current scholarship on violence, masculin-
ity, and infamy in medieval Europe, however, Thibodeaux instead relies on work from the
1990s, in one case employing scholarship focused on classical Greece when discussing how,
“in certain medieval contexts” violence could be acceptable when the situation involved
alcohol and sexual rivalries (145). Thibodeaux concludes that the true struggle over masculine
identity was between monastic reformers and the secular clergy rather than priests and laymen,
though greater nuance may have been gleaned by integrating more recent scholarship dealing
with the intersection between clerical and lay identities in medieval England and France.

Andrew G. Miller, DePaul University
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Matthew Ward’s The Livery Collar in Late Medieval England and Wales: Politics, Identity and
Affinity is a convincing revisionist study of two specific, highly culturally charged objects
and their meaning between the late fourteenth and the early sixteenth century, namely the
collars of “SS” and of suns and roses, representations of which adorn nearly four hundred
extant tomb effigies from this period in England and Wales. The “SS” collar began life as a
livery collar distributed by John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaster (1340–1399). Following the
seizure of the English throne by his son in 1399, it became a special marker of a link
between its recipient and the king. As a result of successive waves of legislation in the late four-
teenth and early fifteenth century against the wearing of livery by all except the servants of the
king, it also became the only legal example of this striking manner of marking the relationship
between a lord and his servant. After 1461, with the fall of Henry VI and the arrival of the
Yorkist King Edward IV on the throne, the collar of “SS” was superseded by the collar of
suns and roses, which served to mark a relationship with a new king—who was also duke of
York. The collar of “SS” figures only extremely rarely on tomb representations in this
period, even though, as Ward points out, Edward was duke of Lancaster also. After
Edward’s death and the overthrow of his brother and usurper Richard III, however, the
collar of “SS” was distributed once more by Henry VII as a way of establishing his tenuous
claims to continuity, for it was, after all, the livery collar of his great-great grandfather on
his mother’s side, John of Gaunt, as well as of his cousins, the Lancastrian kings of
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England. The collar of “SS” thus reappears on the tomb effigies of those who received it as a
mark of their close relationship with the king.

Ward’s major contribution, on the basis of a method which combines art-historical analysis
of surviving tombs with the prosopography of those they depicted, is to demonstrate that, with
certain rare exceptions, these collars of “SS” and of suns and roses should not be treated (as
they have conventionally been in the past) as the politicized declaration of appurtenance to
a Lancastrian or Yorkist cause. This is for the simple reason that in all except a handful of
instances, the collar represented was that distributed by the sitting monarch at the time of
the monument’s manufacture. A case study of later fifteenth-century Derbyshire is particularly
convincing in demonstrating that what was marked by the presence of this object was service to
the sitting king, not diehard allegiance to one party or the other. Indeed, wearers of both “SS”
and suns and roses in this county from before and after 1485 were marked more by links with
one another (whichever collar they wore) and with honor of Tutbury (a possession of the duke
of Lancaster, but which passed into Edward IV’s and Henry VII’s hands) than with especial
allegiance to any particular dynasty. Even a final case study of suns-and-roses collars among
the affinity of William Herbert, the Yorkist earl of Pembroke, killed at the battle of Edgecote
in 1469, does not really suggest a contrary lesson for, despite the allegiance to Edward IV that
unites them, the fact that Edward was still king after 1471 means that their memorials still
mark loyalty to the sitting monarch.

Ward is thus left in the rather embarrassing position of arguing that the subject of his thesis,
livery collars of “SS” and of suns and roses, are not as exciting as they have traditionally been
taken as being, or at least not by reason of the resonances of party allegiance that earlier histo-
rians had projected onto them. This is perhaps a result of the structure of the book, whichWard
begins by laying out the theoretical groundwork to consider how livery collars might be inter-
preted as a marker of cultural, social, and political affinities. But Ward does not have the oppor-
tunity to develop this fully in the second, case-study section. The specific prosopographical
data in the case-study chapters is presented rather abruptly in a manner that could have
been confined to appendices, giving pride of place to an exploration of the anthropological
argument that the first section made the reader anticipate. Ward suggests that these livery
collars marked a specific relationship to the king, but how this functioned exactly is not
worked through.

He also suggests, in the final paragraphs of the book, that wearing the same livery also
marked their wearers as forming a group, a horizontal relationship as much as a vertical
one. This makes one wonder about the broader implications of Ward’s study. Both of these
types of collar asserted that the owner had a more direct, personal relationship to the king
than did all his other subjects. The collar of “SS,” at least, marked a specific allegiance to
the king as duke, and perhaps to the king in his private capacity. The suns-and-roses collar,
too, was, above all, Edward IV’s collar, adopted at his accession. How, then, was this relation-
ship, and the function of these collars, similar and different from other forms of lordship and
affinity? One wonders, too, if the social status of those who could afford alabaster tombs and
even brasses, married to the unique legitimacy of the king’s livery, does not significantly bias
our sample against the wearers of the badges of other lords, and of those below the rank of
esquire. After all, badges (now illegal) inspired the horror of contemporaries not least
because they were worn by lesser men. In this broader context, it could well have seemed to
contemporaries that the wearers of livery collars were merely superior kinds of hired thug.
This book is an excellent start; it is to be hoped that in his future work Matthew Ward will
be able to explore these issues further.

Christopher Fletcher, Centre national de la recherche scientifique-University of Lille
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