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forgotten, broken, or overlaid. Other essays in this collection highlight the alteration of
paintings and elimination of certain types of religious foundation in Protestant Europe,
but such attention to marginalized forms of memoria is largely superseded by this vol-
ume’s broader focus on the persistence of memory across a wide range of material and
institutional forms.

The essays in this thoughtfully arranged volume all reflect careful scholarship and
editing. The one potential problem with the collection derives from its attention to
local communities and their commemorative practice. Essentially, despite the wide
range of confessional and linguistic cultures covered in this volume, the essays do not
always lend themselves to comparison. Many of the essays offer only a limited view of
how their findings might apply in other areas (Franz Gooskens’s essay on apostle houses
is a welcome exception), which limits the potential impact of their arguments. There is a
trade-off, then, between an emphasis on local variation and the applicability of the find-
ings from the analysis of such variation. These limits do not, however, detract substan-
tially from the utility and creative insight of this collection, which offers a host of
examples that collectively argue for the persistence of memoria after the European
Reformations, despite theological developments that might have led to its demise.

Phillip Haberkern, Boston University
doi:10.1017/rgx.2018.80

Pious Postmortems: Anatomy, Sanctity, and the Catholic Church in Early Modern
Europe. Bradford A. Bouley.
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2017. 214 pp. $55.

In the first hundred years after the Council of Trent, Catholic authorities ordered the
posthumous medical examination of almost all people who had died, quite literally, “in
odor of sanctity.” Religious officials, physicians, and surgeons were appointed to verify
whether the body presented signs of a preternatural (i.e., unusual but natural) or a
supernatural (i.e., miraculous) nature. Partly as a response to Protestant attacks on
the cult of saints, such experts examined incorrupt bodies smelling good after being bur-
ied, wondrous anatomical anomalies, and bodily traces of asceticism. Bradford
A. Bouley’s book is a study of “the role played by anatomical evidence in the creation
of saints” (2) in this period. Unlike most studies done so far, Bouley focuses on the cases
concerning “prospective saints” and not only on canonization processes, and looks for a
comprehensive assessment of the phenomenon (2). The book is based on thirty-three
cases taken from the records of the Congregation of Rites (founded in 1588) in the
Archivio Segreto Vaticano, listed in the appendix, and the narrative is grounded in a

methodological symmetry between the successful and the unsuccessful cases.
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Bouley’s study aims at contributing to the current debate about Catholicism, med-
icine, and natural science in early modern Europe. Recent scholarship tends to sketch a
complex view in which religion and science—especially anatomy and medicine—were
not enemies but negotiated with each other. Bouley decisively argues that “anatomy
defended Catholicism” by helping the Counter-Reformation church assert its own iden-
tity and renew its cult of the saints. The author argues that through anatomical assess-
ment of holy bodies, religion played a fundamental role in shaping medical and natural
knowledge of the human body according to the new and rising empiricism of the sev-
enteenth century. Even if the evidence provided by holy anatomies could be the subject
of “double knowledge” (89) and be interpreted according to medical or theological
needs, the fact that Catholic authorities valued and privileged the expertise of univer-
sity-trained physicians helped boost the status of the learned medical man within a
notoriously competitive medical marketplace. Medicine and the cult of saints “mutually
reinforced one another” (131). Bouley shows an acute awareness that the Inquisition-
style canonization processes organized by the Congregation of Rites must be read crit-
ically and obliquely, and that the physiognomy of Counter-Reformation sainthood
must be looked for through the folds of these negotiations between officials, local believ-
ers, patrons, saints, and physicians.

Chapter 1 details changes in the process of canonization that happened after the
Council of Trent and details the stages, characters, and major stakes of negotiating saint-
hood. Chapter 2 tells the story of how Catholic officials in Rome came to slowly accept
the increased role of medical expertise in assessing sainthood. Against the background of
a growing trend to trust experts (theologians, legal experts, artisans, and physicians) at
the expense of popular piety, Bouley shows that in the sixteenth-century physicians
became more and more interested in discussing unusual cases, including holy anato-
mies, and that local church officials picked up this trend for their own purposes, ulti-
mately influencing the authorities in Rome. Chapters 3 and 4 focus on two specific
wondrous phenomena: miraculous incorruption after death, and asceticism (especially
in the form of enduring the pains of kidney and bladder stones) as evidence of saint-
hood. Chapter 5 examines the role of gender in the shaping of both medical expertise
and Catholic sainthood, and argues that the very act of performing a postmortem
“established gender roles for all involved” (8): unlike what had happened in the
Middle Ages, holy anatomies asserted the nonsexual, and therefore universal, identity
of male saints and the subordinated, and sexual, nature of women.

Pious Postmortems is a masterfully crafted historical anthropology of the body and its
different perceptions in the age of the Inquisition and the Scientific Revolution.
Ultimately, it describes how popular devotion was translated into medical language,
and how improvements in anatomy came to be used by the officials controlling the
Catholic cult of saints. It is elegantly written, carefully researched, and impressively
well supported by archival material. Bouley is able to show that religious and medical
men differed, agreed, but above all negotiated about the truth of the human body. At
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times, the liveliness of this archival material pushes Bouley to underestimate factors
other than the collaboration between religion and anatomy in the rise of an empiricist
ethos in early modern natural knowledge (such as artisanal practice, the culture of col-
lecting, mental habits related to commerce, etc.). However, this book seriously invites
us to think about how Catholicism directly and indirectly fostered medical knowledge;
it is a must read for historians of medicine, while also recommended for scholars of pop-
ular devotion and the social history of the Catholic Church.

Paolo Savoia, King’s College London
doi:10.1017/rqx.2018.81

La cour pontificale au XVI° siécle d’Alexandre VI a Clement VIII (1492—1605).
Pierre Hurtubise.
Studi e testi 511. Vatican City: Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, 2017. 748 pp. €80.

In recent decades, the historiography of the papal monarchy has often been focused on the
organization of the curia, the congregations, and ceremonial aspects. There have also been
numerous pope’s biographies and studies of events and particular moments: conspiracies
and plots, vacant seats, and conclaves. However, according to the author of this volume,
Pierre Hurtubise, OMI, the court has been an absent element in this rich panorama of
studies. The author has dedicated over thirty years to reconstructing what the papal court
was in the sixteenth century, who its protagonists were, what its competencies were, what
spaces it occupied in the sacred palaces, or the image offered of itself to those who
observed it from outside. The history of the pontifical court is not the same as the history
of the papacy, even if the two are intrinsically connected to each other. Furthermore, itisa
history that is closely linked to the city of Rome, to its urban structure and the daily life of
its inhabitants. Hurtubise defines the court according to the model elaborated by Norbert
Elias: it was a society, not a simple aggregation of individuals, but a structured group with
its own life, composed of links and diverse levels, of groups and subgroups, and interme-
diaries who had direct access to the pope. The person and personality of the pope, around
whom the court was constructed, as well as the exigencies of government, both temporal
and spiritual, and the political and religious circumstances that mark this period of
European history, all gave the court its individual mark.

The volume is composed of eight chapters, drawing on a rich bibliography of which,
although relying on slightly dated texts, the author has asked new questions. To answer
these questions he has also made use of a rich list of archival sources. The chapters inves-
tigate the biographies of popes from the end of the 1400s to the High Renaissance, tracing
the formation of the court, the locations of its power, and the spaces they occupied in the
city, signaling changes in Roman urban planning. From the Vatican to the Quirinale, the

movements of the papal court responded to new administrative requirements, be it on a
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