
negative impact of the disease on functional cognitive skills. In
addition, evaluations can help determine the extent to which
adaptations and modifications are needed to assist individuals
with this chronic illness. Those working with populations of
children with seizure disorders can appreciate the daunting
task of summarizing the different epilepsy syndromes and their
neuropsychological sequelae. Bennett and colleagues present
several helpful charts in this regard including: (1) Neonatal
Seizure Classification; (2) International Classification of
Seizures and (3) Childhood epilepsy syndromes, peak age at
onset, and hallmark features associated with the syndromes.

Updated information on more rare genetic and neuro-
developmental disorders is also included. For instance,
Chapter 14 presents information on Mucopolysaccharidoses
(MPS) that are a group of progressive, hereditary diseases
that result from abnormalities of glycosaminoglycan meta-
bolism. Despite the low base rate of the six types of MPS
disorders, Brown highlights relatively recent literature dis-
cussing the underlying genetic contributions, developmental
course, medical/neurological and psychosocial complications,
as well as interventions and treatments of the disorders. Lesch-
Nyhan Syndrome (Chapter 23) is another rare inborn error of

metabolism (estimated to be present in 1 of 380,000 live
births). Despite the rarity of this disorder, Wodrich and Long
provide substantive information on the behavioral and pre-
ventative treatments. Educational interventions and potentially
promising biological treatments are also discussed.

Given the complexity of genetic disorders, this book is not
ideal for parents but is certainly appropriate for the ‘‘lay’’
professional. With that said, Goldstein and Reynolds should
be commended for bringing together a group of scholarly
chapters from experts in their respective fields. Certainly, it is
difficult to balance an emphasis on breadth versus depth
when addressing the developmental disorders. The Handbook
of Neurodevelopmental and Genetic Disorders in Children
errs on the side of breadth by including 29 chapters. A
refreshing aspect of this book is its homage to more common
childhood neurodevelopmental disorders including Attention-
Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder, Learning Disorders, and other
behavioral and mood disorders. The Handbook can be thought
of as a stand-alone compendium highlighting the impact
of genetics on neurodevelopment in children. In summary,
I strongly recommend this book, particularly for pediatric
specialists and neuropsychologists.
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