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taken in the excursion of the needle (approximately four seconds in
travelling 7 cm.), appears to be open to considerable error as regards
the compilation of statistics. On the other hand it does not detract
from the practical usefulness and ingenuity of Guidi's apparatus,

which, as he points out, might prove of considerable practical value in
educational work. G. F. BARHAM.

The Visualisation of Thought [Ãœberdas Symptom des Gedanken-Sichtbarwerdens']. (Allg. 'Â¿eus.fur Psychiat., Bd. 65, H. 3.) Halbey, K.

We have had cases in which patients have complained that the
thoughts which occurred to them were repeated into their ears in a loud
voice. Sometimes they attribute this annoyance to bad spirits, or say
that their thoughts were extracted by some fanciful machinery. This
has been called " double-thinking" (doppel-denken). In some cases
optical hallucinations follow the thoughts conceived. In coining a name
for this rare symptom Dr. Halbey lias drawn heavily upon the alphabet.
He calls it gedanken-sichtbarwerdens. The instance described in his
paper was a student of philosophy, ast. 25, who entered a private asylum
in October, 1902, and was afterwards passed into the provincial asylum
of ÃœckermÃ¼nde,where apparently he still was when the paper was
written. He suffered from excitement, sleeplessness, refusal of food and
progressive dementia. He complained of the voices of men and
women shouting in his ear what he read and thought, and on February
13th, 1907, he first saw cobwebs floating in the air and asked the
physician to take them away. Going to attend a religious service, the
words of the preacher appeared before his eyes in stenographic lines
floating in the air about six or eight yards off. These hallucinations
followed the movements of his eyes. He had practised shorthand.
Words and images which he had conceived appeared before his eyes, so
that these hallucinations became more frequent than any other. A
rough sketch is reproduced representing the visual images which floated
before the eyes of the patient.

Dr. Klink found in his own person that after the subcutaneous injec
tion of i mgrm. of hyoscine he had hallucinations of sight, and
that his own words appeared so to reverberate in his ears that he was
in doubt whether the words did not come from without.

Dr. Halbey discusses various explanations of these symptoms. The
one with which he appears satisfied is thus given : The perception
centre (in this case the visual, not the auditory one) is in a high state of
excitement, so as to receive stimuli from the thinking process in the
apperception cells, conducted by the association paths, and under
this condition these optical hallucinations are evolved, at first taking the
form of floating webs, and then passing into more definite appearances.

WILLIAM W. IRELAND.

Muscular Tone [Mesure du Tonus musculaire a l'aide d'un myotonometre\

(Rev. de Psychiat., Sepi., 1908.) Hartenberg, M. P.

The author has, with a special instrument of his own device, measured
muscular tone in physiological and pathological states. He finds that
in health it is more marked in the morning than at night, whilst it is
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