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worked with the one-party state created by Julius Nyerere; in the failed project of
Guinea-Bissau in the mid-1970s he advised a project that sought to teach literacy in
Portuguese in a country where the vast majority of the people did not speak the
language of the former colonisers. Not surprisingly Freirean literacy campaigns had
mixed results; as the failure in Guinea-Bissau showed, like many other universal recipes
for development, they did not travel well.

One gets the impression that Freire was a somewhat detached character. It is only
an impression, since the book has little on him as a person. The author provides
biographical information only if it is related to the educator’s career (the first 20 years
of his life are covered in two paragraphs and his wife is mentioned on only two
occasions). Freire seems to have been more at ease as an inspirational figure than as a
project manager, and as a result many important aspects of his method got lost in
translation. Kirkendall’s analysis of textbooks shows that the dialogue of equals at the
heart of the method was one of the casualties. In most cases, government-written
literacy manuals were loaded with official prescriptions for what was expected of the
‘new person’.

The thorough chapter on Nicaragua is light on Freire and strong on the Cold War
politics of literacy. One can choose to see it as an outlier, but one can also see it as
illustrative of the goals of the book. The Brazilian educator spent only six days in the
Central American country, and the chapter devotes exactly three paragraphs to him.
More than in Tanzania or Guinea-Bissau, Freire inspired and the government decided.
On the other hand, the profound idealism characteristic of his projects was an
essential component of the campaign, and teachers learned as much as students. The
contras’ deliberate targeting of literacy volunteers for execution is the most tragic
illustration of the extent to which literacy campaigns were part of the Cold War.

The core of Freire’s ideas is as relevant today as five decades ago, and interest in his
method is alive and well (in summer 2011 a Google search on Paulo Freire yielded
6,370,000 hits). I would encourage any new revolutionary government interested in
starting a literacy campaign to read this book’s sober analysis of the problems
encountered when going from theory to the real world.

My only complaint is stylistic. The author’s even-handed and detached scholarly
style is very effective in showing the political implications of literacy campaigns. But it
is less suited to conveying fully the excitement of the times, the personality of Freire, or
the seductive side of the task of creating the ‘new person’, important parts of a story
where significant groups of people were mobilised to join campaigns to further the
cause of education. Maybe academic books are not supposed to evoke the feelings of
the times. Regardless, this well-researched book does a fantastic job of illuminating an
important aspect of the Cold War and should be in every syllabus on the history of

education in Latin America.
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We Cannot Remain Silent is a book about ‘speaking truth to power’. It works

simultaneously on several levels. The book informs us about the role of both US and

https://doi.org/10.1017/50022216X11001180 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022216X11001180

174 Book Reviews

Brazilian artists, clerics, academics, students and others based in the United
States in the support and development of movements in opposition to the Brazilian
dictatorship of 1964-8s. It attempts to decentre historical narrative by enlarging the
space occupied by the memories of participants in contrast to the author’s voice, and
by following a two-part chapter format in which the focus shifts from Brazil to the
United States. Finally, given James Green’s own involvement in the opposition
struggle, the book seeks to consolidate the identity of Brazil’s military regime as a
dictatorship, condemn its legacy and reinforce the fight against authoritarianism by
challenging readers to be vocal and active in denouncing illegitimate power.

In 2009 Green took the Brazilian history post at Brown University that had been
occupied for many years by Thomas E. Skidmore. He continues the tradition of his
predecessor in writing contemporary history, but while Skidmore’s object was often
the state and government policy, Green’s is grassroots culture and movement politics.
This book is a perfect example of the distinction. Whereas Skidmore’s Politics of
Military Rule in Brazil (Oxford University Press, 1988) examined the regime, Green’s
new volume is a richly documented transnational survey of resistance to it.

Green’s larger argument is that the Brazilian experience established a formula for
resistance that was to become a guide to those opposed to US support of the
dictatorship of General Augusto Pinochet in Chile (1973-90), the contras in
Nicaragua (1981-90), and right-wing regimes in El Salvador, Guatemala and
Honduras. At the time of writing this review, those opposed to US policy in
Honduras have taken inspiration from We Cannot Remain Silent in their efforts to
help restore the ousted president, Manuel Zelaya, to his full constitutional powers. It is
difficult to think of a similar work; perhaps studies of the international abolitionist
movement of the nineteenth century come closest.

A moral imperative was crucial to both movements. As Green demonstrates, the
most important consistent organising tool at the disposal of the dictatorship’s
opponents was the torture practised by Brazilian authorities. Initially, the military-
civilian golpe of 1964 faced almost no opposition in the United States. Even those who
opposed escalation of the war in Vietnam congratulated President Lyndon Johnson
for supporting the ‘democratic revolution’ in Brazil. Although the regime’s use of
torture was reported within a week of the golpe, the revelation of these facts
was denied by US officials who, as Green documents, knew the truth all along, The
tide began to turn only after 1968, when the dictatorship repressed Brazil's pro-
democracy movement, closed Congress and hounded Brazilian dissidents such as a
congressman, Marcio Moreira Alves, who had reported cases of torture as a journalist
soon after the golpe, and was forced into exile. The military’s tightening grip on power
included aggressive ‘intelligence-gathering’ techniques, that is to say, the routine use of
torture.

Torture allegations, including eyewitness and first-hand accounts, reports, articles
and films, all fuelled the opposition in both Brazil and the United States. Living in
exile in Chile, Alves soon joined with Brady Tyson in the United States to help give
shape to this campaign. Tyson, a professor at American University at the time, had
served as a Methodist minister for eight years in Brazil before being expelled by the
dictatorship in 1966. In 1970 he was among the founders of the American Committee
for Information on Brazil. The group organised tours for Alves to detail the existence
of torture to the Washington press and on college campuses. Alves called the
dictatorship ‘terrorist and repressive’ and documented the US government’s role in
supporting the golpe and sustaining the regime.
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While academics, religious figures and Brazilian exiles formed organisations and
developed strategies to alert the US public and pressure the US government to end its
unconditional support of the military regime, artists and performers lost few oppor-
tunities to condemn the dictatorship and its practices. Torture, disappearances,
censure, machismo and authoritarianism were all grist to the mill of musicians, poets,
designers, playwrights, filmmakers, illustrators and painters.

The tragic story of the brutal murder of Stuart A. Jones, the handsome son of a
US citizen and a Brazilian fashion designer, Zuleika “Zuzu’ Angel Jones, weaves
through two or three chapters, mostly because Zuzu was relentless in her long quest to
discover her son or confirm his death. She used fashion, most famously at a September
1971 show at the Brazilian consul-general’s residence in New York, to criticise the
regime dramatically. Zuzu appeared in a long black gown with a belt made of dozens
of tiny silver crucifixes. Her daughter sang the samba, T¥isteza (Sadness). Afterwards
the press reported her declaration: ‘T shall continue to knock on all doors to let the
world know - through my fashions, if necessary’. Consistently denied official
knowledge of her son’s nonsensical capture and sadistic interrogation by security
forces, Zuzu was herself killed in a suspicious car crash in 1976.

Green shows how, in 1973, some US activists shifted their attention from Brazil
to Chile when General Augusto Pinochet triggered a violent golpe that murdered
President Salvador Allende. Soon afterwards, the democratic opposition in Brazil
began to build momentum against the dictatorship internally. External pressure
remained important, however, and the introduction of President Jimmy Carter’s
policy of a human rights test on foreign aid proved instrumental in bolstering
resistance forces in Brazil.

Throughout the book we are invited to read transcripts of interviews from
both Brazilian and US participants, lyrics from musicians such as Chico Buarque
and scripts of plays from various authors. The book is thick, but diverse evidence and
lively writing make it engaging to read. The double chapter format, pairing ‘chapters’
and capitulos, helps to highlight intriguing life histories, but also produces some
chronological confusion and repetition. These problems might have been overcome by
careful editing, something on which Duke University Press apparently decided to save
money, as this otherwise superb book suffers from countless typographical and
grammatical errors, an irritant calling out for denunciation.
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This book consists of a detailed analysis of the office of gobernador and the careers of
a number of its occupants in the indigenous cabildo (town council) in México
Tenochtitldn (Mexico City) from the time of the Spanish invasion to 1730. The focus
is on elections and succession to office: who the candidates were, how they won the
governorship, and the roles played by both indigenous (Nahua) custom and the
viceregal colonial government. The indigenous Mexican cabildo has long interested
historians, but the wealth of detail and chronological perspective in the present work
make it special, as does its focus on the Aztec-cum-Mexican capital city. The author’s
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