
of those on the ground. Anti-Communist sentiments, in tandem with colonialist
and neo-colonialist mentalities, worked against the liberation of African
Salvationists in Rhodesia-Zimbabwe. In support of this overarching thesis,
Murdoch draws upon a number of primary sources, from written documents (pub-
lished and unpublished) to oral interviews with a variety of individuals. In some
chapters, however, the documentation appears relatively light, suggesting the
need for more research on certain issues. While the secondary sources used in
this book are relevant, it is unfortunate that they rarely extend beyond the late
s. Recent research on Salvationist missions would have enriched Murdoch’s
narrative. We are not told, for example, how the Army’s mission to Rhodesia
may have differed from prior ventures into places such as South Africa and
India, or how it meshed with the organisation’s pre-existing missionary principles.
One would have expected some engagement with these historiographical con-
cerns. Despite such weaknesses, there is much of value to be gleaned from
Christian warfare in Rhodesia-Zimbabwe.

ANDREW M. EASONBOOTH UNIVERSITY COLLEGE,
WINNIPEG

Evangelicalism and the Church of England in the twentieth century. Reform, resistance and
renewal. Edited by Andrew Atherstone and John Maiden. (Studies in Modern
British Religious History, .) Pp. x + . Woodbridge: The Boydell Press,
. £.     
JEH () ; doi:./S

This volume fills an important gap in the literature. It also serves a salutary
purpose increasingly left unattended with the decline in interest among academic
presses for ‘collected essays’. After all, the conference and/or essay collection
remains an essential mechanism for building new academic areas or disciplines,
without which over-regulated and time-poor historians find it difficult to con-
struct larger narratives of sufficient scope and meaning. Suitably, then, this
volume gathers together some of the best practitioners in the field, starting
with the doyen of British Evangelical history (David Bebbington) in a typically
focused and source-based account of the Islington Clergy Conference, and
finishing with a broad, socially-contextualised study by John Stott’s biographer,
Alister Chapman, of ‘What Anglican Evangelicals in England learned from the
world, –’. The collection is deliberately revisionist, taking particular
aim at various orthodoxies relating to the centrality of the  Keele
Conference as a ‘turning point’ in twentieth-century Anglican Evangelical
history. This ensures that there is plenty of sparkle in the narrative (the image,
from Ian Randall, of Stuart Holden toddling off to his Scottish estate in his chauf-
feur-driven Rolls [p.] is a particularly lasting one), though at the same time it
reminds the reader what this collection is not, i.e. a general history of British
Anglican Evangelicalism in the twentieth century. From a personal standpoint,
the most energetic papers are those by Randall (on the Keswick Convention),
Jones (on the resurgence of Evangelicalism in Welsh Anglicanism) and the
paper by Chapman. The achievement of each of these is to balance close
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source work with an address to larger themes, and so an openness to the study of
what Chapman reminds us is intrinsically a global movement.

On the other hand, it is the resolute ‘parochialism’ (in several of the available
meanings of that term) of British Anglicanism which strikes one in reading this col-
lection. Several of the authors make the obvious link to Callum Brown’s work on
secularisation and the collapse in British Anglican attendance in the s, and
the reader is left expostulating ‘no wonder!’ Anglican concentration on issues
such as north, west or east positioning in the liturgy, the resistance to neo-
Evangelical innovation in the s, and the classism and racism which beset all
elements of the Church (as much among Evangelicals as among others) suggest
an almost willing complicity with broader trends towards marginalisation. The his-
torians featured here do not entirely avoid the overly tight self-focus of their sub-
jects: the conservatism of the essay form itself imposes limits on the narrative. An
historical aggiornamento such as this, for instance, would have benefitted frommore
thoroughgoing reference to the sociological work of Brown, or David Martin, or
Robin Gill. There seems, however, to be an aversion to crossing disciplinary
lines, which blunts distinctions in the book, for example between Evangelicalism
as a party as opposed to Evangelicalism as a movement, between the Church of
England and the Church in (an increasingly porous national identity called)
England. While Maiden works closely on the arc of relationships with Anglo-
Catholicism, therefore, there is only scattered reference to the critical relation-
ships with nonconformist Evangelicalism, and the international perspective is
introduced rather too late to capture the sense in which Evangelicalism in the
Church of England was defined by its continuing transatlantic, Commonwealth
and increasingly global linkages. The impact of the Second World War, for
example, and of interdenominational voluntarism (for example, the InterVarsity
movement) is largely assumed rather than made explicit. The charismatic move-
ment is seen rather as an addition to, than as an intrinsic, if contested and (some-
times forcibly) submerged element, of Anglican spirituality. It is thus depicted
through the book as an external ‘event’ which impacted late on the more defini-
tional conflicts between Evangelicals and Anglo-Catholics, or as a series of static
points, rather than as a constant theme (as Bebbington notes in his treatment of
the Methodist and Irvingite movements in his classic Evangelicalism in modern
Britain) which posed serious questions about the Church of England. The
‘problem’ of Establishment related, as Mark Smith notes in chapter ix, not only
to internal ecclesial tensions with regard to party affiliation or external tensions
arising from social pluralisation, but to the increasing emptiness of externalised
and clericalised spiritualities, as evident in Victorian Evangelical ‘busyness’ as in
Anglo-Catholic ritualism.

Such outcomes are, however, largely the necessary result of compression, com-
partmentalisation and the implicit terminus imposed by ‘the twentieth century’.
Not unlike the experience of many countries in exposing their currencies to
global exchange rates, the slow but necessary ‘floating’ of the Church of
England on global trends is something watched by many with a keen eye. By
the end of the book, the implications of the globalisation, charismaticisation
and laicisation of Anglicanism are still working their way out, even though the
consequences will be apparent for readers (now living twenty years later) in
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ways not taken into account in the text. Atherstone and Maiden’s introductory
image of St Paul’s Onslow Square in transition between a ‘great [Victorian]
preaching box’ (p. ) and a space for entrepreneurial charismaticism, therefore,
places more stress on the former than on the latter. There is a heavy emphasis
on printed sources, of which (given the Evangelical penchant for the printed
word) there is no lack. The dynamism of the movement is most evident,
however, when (as in Williams’s essay) printed and oral sources are combined
in a disciplined way. And despite their attempts to address the internal life of
particular groups, the accounts remain largely focused on the clergy, rather
than the laity.

This collection admirably achieves its aim of relativising Keele as a ‘turning
point’: it does so, however, only to raise questions about the significance of the
earlier trends which it would seek to put in its place. If at the end all that can
be said is that  was part of a longer, more gradual process, then so what?
The editors, correctly, point to the continuing need for a high-level organic over-
view. They are right to ask why such a thing has not been attempted, and what that
says about the interface between intellectual and religious history. In the interim,
this collection is an excellent stepping stone towards better understanding of its
field, at a time when the ‘Southern position’ (ie. the ‘Global South’) is coming
to dominate considerations of its subject matter.

MARK HUTCHINSONSCOTS COLLEGE,
AUSTRALIA

A bridge across the ocean. The United States and the Holy See between the two world wars. By
Luca Castagna (foreword Gerald Fogarty, afterword Luigi Rossi). Pp. xix +
. Washington, DC: The Catholic University of America Press, .
$..     
JEH () ; doi:./S

This recent translation of Luca Castagna’s  book (Un ponte oltre l’oceano) fills a
critical lacuna for Anglophone scholars of US Catholicism. The author follows the
transatlantic trajectory of Gerald Fogarty and Peter D’Agostino, and the volume
even includes an insightful foreword by the former. Castagna assembles a wealth
of archival evidence to demonstrate how pragmatic collaboration between
Eugenio Pacelli (Pius XII) and Franklin D. Roosevelt yielded the ‘first signs of a
thaw’ (p. ) in diplomatic relations between the Holy See and the White
House. The book draws from an impressive array of sources, including the
Archives of the Catholic University of America, the Vatican Secret Archives, the
National Archives, Roosevelt’s Presidential Library and various Italian national col-
lections. In particular, Castagna’s command of woefully neglected Italian docu-
ments marks the work’s most significant contribution to American Catholic
transatlantic scholarship. The book traces the complicated history of US-Vatican
diplomacy from the presidency of John Adams through the postbellum crisis of
, the Americanist-Modernist controversies, and the peace policy tensions
between Benedict XV and Woodrow Wilson. This diligent narrative forms a pre-
amble to the introduction of key events and figures that facilitated a remarkable
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