
as a missionary in the Sonoran missions of New Spain. In addition to the translations, there are
maps placed strategically throughout the volume to assist the reader in understanding where
Father Segesser was at different points in his career. The editor also includes images of letters,
such as Letter 48 in which Father Segesser provided his family with small illustrations of tools
that the locals used for building and cooking (139-140).

This collection serves as a window into life in the Spanish Empire during the eighteenth
century; not just the life of a missionary but also the complicated relationships between the
Spanish settlers and native population, settlers and missionaries, and missionaries and Indians.
Segesser’s contact with Spanish ranchers, miners, merchants, soldiers and administrators are often
carefully recounted in the letters to his family and remind modern readers that the divide between
settlers and locals was not always clear-cut and that foreign missionaries often found themselves
on either side of the divide at various points in their careers. Thompson took the time to review
official reports submitted by Segesser to the church, comparing them to the letters he wrote home.
Often his descriptions of life in New Spain were much more frank and revealing in his personal
letters than the official reports and offer insight into the difficult position Segesser often found
himself in. For example, although Jesuits were not allowed to own guns, he requested a large gun
for shooting game as well as defending his mission in letter number forty-eight to his brother (141).
The request was written in Latin and paired with a request that his brother erase the passage in
case anyone from the church were to find the letter later. Requests to his family that were clearly
against the rules and recommendations of the church reveal how difficult life on the frontier was.
Thompson’s notes and insights are invaluable for readers as they point out significant information
in the letters through footnote form without muddling the original content. Thompson points out
several places in Segesser’s letters that illustrate the difficulties missionaries in Sonora had when
they realized that they were responsible “for the economic as well as the spiritual success” of the
missions (xxvii). Segesser exhibited a certain level of entrepreneurial desires in his requests for
supplies from his family, asking for items like scythes for harvesting wild hay and themakings of a
butter churn to make extra money for the mission (144).

The collection is an excellent resource for anyone interested in life as a Jesuit missionary or
life in the far reaches of the eighteenth century Spanish Empire. The letters themselves are
written in an easy to follow, albeit occasionally rambling, conversational style and offer one
missionary’s views on frontier life. For readers without previous knowledge of either the life of
an eighteenth-century Jesuit missionary, or life in New Spain, this volume is incredibly
enjoyable. Thompson’s introductions and comments are incredibly useful for providing
context, without obscuring the original letters themselves.

doi:10.1017/S0165115315000819 Elizabeth M. Schmidt, Texas A&M University at Qatar

NORTH AMERICA

Frédéric Regard, ed. Arctic Exploration in the Nineteenth Century: Discovering the Northwest
Passage. London: Pickering & Chatto, 2013. 240 pp. ISBN: 9781848932722. $150.00.

The Canadian Arctic was a space of significant British imperial activity in the first half of the
nineteenth century, particularly as the site of the Northwest Passage, the maritime route
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connecting the Atlantic to the Pacific. Each of the ten essays in this collection focuses on a
prominent British actor and one or several of the texts they produced in relation to the searches
for the passage, including for John Franklin’s lost expedition—some were direct participants,
others were outside observers, representative of broader British society and culture. This
collection is presented as a “sequel” to the 2013 collection, The Quest for the Northwest Passage:
Knowledge, Nation and Empire, 1576–1806, also edited by Frédéric Regard and published by
Pickering & Chatto—though Russell Potter, in his introduction, states that the two collections
can be read separately.

The collection mainly covers the forty-year period beginning in 1818 with John Ross’
voyage to Baffin Bay and ending in 1858 with Leopold McClintock’s return to Britain with
confirmation of the fate of John Franklin’s expedition. In general, each of the contributors
makes a fine contribution to our understanding of British Arctic culture in the nineteenth
century through careful readings of particularly significant public and private texts. Each
chapter emphasises the ways in which the Arctic—its landscapes and its peoples—was as much
an imagined as a material region, as well as an important element and stage for the performance
of identities and relationships. Of the ten authors, eight are scholars of literature, two are
historians and one author claims both disciplines.

Russell A. Potter, rather than the editor, introduces the volume with an essay exploring
issues of risk, sacrifice, heroism, science and the idea of usefulness in exploration. Perhaps the
weakest essay of the collection—especially problematic given a reader’s expectation that it
might thematically and conceptually introduce the collection—it is an allusive and suggestive,
if rather loose, attempt to frame “exploration”; pages go by without reference to the Arctic or
explicit connections or justifications about larger issues.

Part I, “Hubris, Conflicts, and Desires”, opens with I.S. MacLaren’s close reading of two
major books (from 1818 and 1846) on Arctic exploration by the second secretary of the
Admiralty, John Barrow, the man at the centre of Britain’s official efforts to find the Northwest
Passage. MacLaren carefully traces Barrow’s rhetoric, his faith in knowledge and people’s
abilities rather than in God or providence, his foregrounding of British efforts in Arctic history
and his attacks on John Ross’ efforts in 1818. Ultimately, he suggests that Barrow did
not change with the times. Frédéric Regard’s chapter, among the strongest contributions,
investigates the “textual strategies” of John Ross, William Edward Parry and John Barrow in
justifying and legitimising, representing and misrepresenting their own and others’ actions
in the fallout from Ross’ 1818 expedition. As Regard puts it: “[T]hose who failed both to
fashion themselves as ideal textual constructions and to secure the textual support of their
contemporaries were sure to be written off the list of official Arctic heroes” (38). Catherine
Pesso-Miquel explores four accounts of Robert McClure’s “discoveries” in the Arctic
(1850-1854), effectively explicating official and “clandestine” narratives.

The second part of the book, “Sir John Franklin: Heroism, Myth, Gender”, opens with
Janice Cavell’s excellent chapter on Franklin’s first wife Eleanor Porden. Cavell unpacks the
ways in which Porden not only actively built her image as the explorer’s wife, but created a new
space for women in polar exploration, a place that Jane Griffin, Franklin’s second wife and
eventual widow, would also fill. Indeed, Porden built her authorial image and polar interests
even before she was engaged to Franklin. Cavell’s chapter portrays Porden as a feminine
counterpoint to Barrow in her eagerness to paint Arctic exploration as a “British epic” as well
as finding a role for women in that epic. Catherine Lanone’s chapter explores why John
Franklin’s 1828 book regarding his second voyage was less popular than his first, suggesting
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that the death of his wife Eleanor cast a pall over the expedition (and his writing of it) as well as
his failed encounter with the indigenous Arctic Other. Penny Russell’s essay elucidates Jane
Franklin’s unceasing search for husband John and his men despite the end of the Admiralty’s
search. Russell unpacks Jane’s February 1854 “remonstrance” to the Admiralty, showing how
she “sought through the force of her own words to establish an alternative reality, one in which
her husband’s survival could not be dismissed as an impossibility” (124). Jane’s highly public
and self-conscious “performance of sacrifice” (126) was also, Russell contends, a conflict with
her step-daughter Eleanor over money and inheritance. Russell masterfully shows how the
Admiralty’s decree that Franklin and his men were dead “defied [Jane’s] position on public
duty and private love simultaneously” (130).

The final part, “The Northwest Passage in Nineteenth-Century Culture”, explores broader
public engagements. Jan Borm asks why William Edward Parry was “likeable” and finds
answers in his organization of the crew’s life, his Arctic survival strategies, and his relationships
with the Inuit (each framed by Parry’s Christian perspective). Charlotte Ribeyrol closely reads
an 1860 poem by Algernon Charles Swinburne, which was awarded second prize in a public
competition for poetic tributes to Franklin. Ribeyrol reads the poem as being more about
Swinburne than Franklin and, compared to other entries, was a-historical with perhaps a
greater debt to Dante and Chaucer than to heroic Greek works. The final chapter by Laurent
Bury charts the critical reception of John Everett Millais’s famous painting The North-West
Passage, from its popularity in late Victorian times to later critiques of the work for its
expression of “old-fashioned” Victorian values.

The deep textual focus of these chapters gives the collection great cohesion and strength.
Each chapter emphasises the ways in which Arctic exploration gained prominence and
importance through texts, and the ways in which the assorted actors fostered their identities
and built their relationships through textual strategies. This focus, however, becomes one of the
collection’s drawbacks—or at least a high barrier to entry.While each of the essays makes a fine
and novel assessment of its subject, there is an uneven engagement with either Arctic literary or
historical scholarship or broader scholarship on travel, exploration, science and empire in the
period. For readers not acquainted with Arctic history or broader literatures on exploration,
travel and empire, engaging with this collection might be testing. For readers acquainted with
these literatures, this collection can be very profitably read.

doi:10.1017/S0165115315000820 Alessandro Antonello, University of Oregon

John T. Juricek. Endgame for Empire: British-Creek Relations in Georgia and Vicinity,
1763-1776. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2015. 326 pp. ISBN: 9780813060743.
$74.95.

John T. Juricek’s latest work brings his authoritative narrative of British-Creek relations in the
colonial south—which he started in Colonial Georgia and the Creeks: Anglo-Indian Diplomacy
on the Southern Frontier, 1733-1763—to a successful conclusion. As demonstrated in both
books, no one has a better understanding of the ins and outs of Creek politics than Juricek. In
fact, I may be so bold as to say that Juricek’s two-part masterpiece should be read alongside
historians who first defined the field of Native history in the colonial south, such as Verner
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