Legal Education in China: More English Language
Materials

RODERICK O’BRIEN

In 2010, the International Journal of Legal Information kindly
published a list of English language materials on legal education in China.'
From the number of downloads and comments regarding that publication, it is
clear that this list has been useful to scholars and students alike. In this issue, [
have extended the list with more recent materials as well as a few older pieces
which have come to my attention. I have not attempted to sort the available
items on the basis of quality; sometimes a poorly written article or brief
conference paper may yet be useful because it gives useful information about
a local situation. All online addresses have been checked: some are still at the
same address, some have moved, and (unfortunately) a number of items have
been deleted from the 2010 list as they are no longer accessible. Of course, 1
would not claim to have found every article and every book chapter. No doubt
there are more publications even as I write, while others have eluded my
amateur search.

In recent years the contributions by China’s own scholars have rightly
increased, especially on clinical legal education, and education in specific
areas of law and legal practice. Conference papers are more readily accessible
online. Of course, there is much repetition, but there are some new insights.
The amazement shown a few years ago, as legal education in China grew so
rapidly, has now been replaced by more nuanced views on the quality of that
education and the limited opportunities available to graduates.

The list is restricted to academic legal education in universities and
colleges with specializations in law. For clarity, I will mention two aspects of
legal education which are not included. First, the current government in China
has also continued the policy of its predecessor Republic of China in
undertaking many efforts in popular legal education or popularization.”

" Dr Roderick O’Brien is Adjunct Research Fellow at the University of South
Australia.
" Roderick O’Brien “Legal Education in China: English Language Materials” 38.1
International Journal of Legal Information 93—103 (2010).
2 Ministry of Justice: Law Popularization: Introduction. (2009) available at
http://www .legalinfo.gov.cn/english/Law-Popularization/node_7616.htm (last visited
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Second, despite the abolition of “re-education through labour”, the
government has alternative methods for detention without trial. One of these
modes has the name “legal education centres.” These two aspects of “legal
education” are not included in this list.

Building bridges of understanding and cooperation is beneficial to the
development of legal education both in China and abroad. “Legal
Information” is the gift of librarians everywhere to legal practitioners,
scholars, and students as they build these bridges. I trust that the information
contained in this list can be of some small use to you.
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http://www.duihuaresearch.org/2013/04/legal-education-arbitrary-detention.html (last
visited March 1, 2015).

https://doi.org/10.1017/50731126500012555 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0731126500012555

2015] RODERICK O’BRIEN 397

Baskir, Cecily:
“Crossing Borders: Creating an American Law Clinic in China,” 19
Clinical Law Review, 163-206 (2012).

Bennett, Susan:
“Reflections on Three Weeks: The ‘China Rule of Law Project: Training
Clinical Teachers in China,” available at http://www.mcgeorge.edu
/Documents/SB.%20Reflections%200n%20Three%20Weeks.pdf (last visited
March 1, 2015).

Biddulph, Sarah:

“Legal Education in the People’s Republic of China” in Stacey Steele and
Kathryn Taylor (eds): Legal Education in Asia: Globalization, Change and
Contexts, 2010, London, Routledge, pages 260-277.

Bjornstol, Elisabeth:

“Human Rights Law Education in China” 1 Web Journal of Current Legal
Issues  (2009) available at  http://www.bailii.org/uk/other/journals/
WebJCLI1/2009/issuel/bjornstol 1.html (last visited February 28, 2015).

Blay, Sam; Young, Angus; and Li, Grace:
“Adventures in Pedagogy: The Trials and Tribulations of Teaching Common
Law in China,” 15.1 & 2 Legal Education Review 137-158 (2005).

Blume, William:
“Legal Education in China” 1.7 China Law Review 305-312 (1923).

Burr, Anne:

“Law and Harmony: An In-depth Look at China’s First American-Style Law
School” 28 University of California, Los Angeles Pacific Basin Law Journal
25-63 (2010).

Butler, William:
“Legal Education and the Legal Profession in China” 6 Poly Law Review 21
(1980).

Cai Yanmin:

“Global Clinical Legal Education and International Partnerships: A Chinese
Legal Educator’s Perspective” 26 Maryland Journal of International Law
159-172 (2011).

https://doi.org/10.1017/50731126500012555 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0731126500012555

398 INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LEGAL INFORMATION [Vol. 43.2-3

Cai Yanmin and Pottenger, Jay:

“The ‘Chinese Characteristics’ of Clinical Legal Education” chapter 6 in
Frank Bloch (ed): The Global Clinical Movement: Educating Lawyers for
Social Justice, 2010, Oxford University Press.

Chan, Hugh: “Modern Legal Education in China” 9 China Law Review 142
(1936).

Chang Yen-chiang, Omur Sabri Durak, Wang Nannan, Zhao Yue:
“Legal Education for Women—A Comparison of Practice in China and
Turkey” 1.1 Advance in Applied Sociology 64—69 (2011).

Chang, Wejen:

“Legal Education in Ch’ing China”, in Benjamin Elman and Alexander
Woodside (eds): Education and Society in Late Imperial China 1600—1900,
1994, Berkeley, University of California Press, pages 292-339.

Chao, Bernard:

“Lessons from Teaching Overseas” The Law Teacher 14-16 (Fall 2013),
available  at  http://lawteaching.org/lawteacher/2013fall/lawteacher2013
fall.pdf (visited February 28, 2015).

Chavkin, David:

“Experiential Learning: A Critical Element of Legal Education in China (and
Elsewhere)” available at http://www.mcgeorge.edu/Documents/
_02_Chavkin%20Master.pdf (last visited March 1, 2015).

Chen, Albert HY:

“Legal Education” in An Introduction to the Legal System of the People’s
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