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In 2010, the International Journal of Legal Information kindly
published a list of English language materials on legal education in China. 1

From the number of downloads and comments regarding that publication, it is
clear that this list has been useful to scholars and students alike. In this issue, I
have extended the list with more recent materials as well as a few older pieces
which have come to my attention. I have not attempted to sort the available
items on the basis of quality; sometimes a poorly written article or brief
conference paper may yet be useful because it gives useful information about
a local situation. All online addresses have been checked: some are still at the
same address, some have moved, and (unfortunately) a number of items have
been deleted from the 2010 list as they are no longer accessible. Of course, I
would not claim to have found every article and every book chapter. No doubt
there are more publications even as I write, while others have eluded my
amateur search.

In recent years the contributions by China's own scholars have rightly
increased, especially on clinical legal education, and education in specific
areas of law and legal practice. Conference papers are more readily accessible
online. Of course, there is much repetition, but there are some new insights.
The amazement shown a few years ago, as legal education in China grew so
rapidly, has now been replaced by more nuanced views on the quality of that
education and the limited opportunities available to graduates.

The list is restricted to academic legal education in universities and
colleges with specializations in law. For clarity, I will mention two aspects of
legal education which are not included. First, the current government in China
has also continued the policy of its predecessor Republic of China in
undertaking many efforts in popular legal education or popularization.'

* Dr Roderick O'Brien is Adjunct Research Fellow at the University of South
Australia.

1 Roderick O'Brien "Legal Education in China: English Language Materials" 38.1
International Journal ofLegal Information 93-103 (2010).

2 Ministry of Justice: Law Popularization: Introduction. (2009) available at
http://www.legalinfo.gov.cn/english/Law-Popularization/node_7616.htrn (last visited
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Second, despite the abolition of "re-education through labour", the
government has alternative methods for detention without trial. One of these
modes has the name "legal education centres.t" These two aspects of "legal
education" are not included in this list.

Building bridges of understanding and cooperation is beneficial to the
development of legal education both in China and abroad. "Legal
Information" is the gift of librarians everywhere to legal practitioners,
scholars, and students as they build these bridges. I trust that the information
contained in this list can be of some small use to you.
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