
surrounding the establishment and implementation of these regulatory frameworks
and institutions. Whereas Peru adheres to a modernist and rationalistic focus on uni-
versal truths expressed through efficiency and legal security, Bolivia has been shaped by
claims to basic livelihoods rights expressed through a discourse of usos y costumbres
(indigenous customary law). Consequently, the Peru chapter focuses more on the pro-
duction of knowledge and power, where the Bolivia chapter emphasises social partici-
pation. The case-based chapters ( and ) look at local water rights and how they have
been affected by the implementation of water licenses in Peru and a water registry in
Bolivia. Given the differences detailed in the previous chapters, the formalisation of
water rights has quite different expressions in the two sites. However, Seemann
shows how in both instances the formalisation threatens to erase local, informal prac-
tices of allocating water and increase the risk of local water conflicts. This may have
severe consequences in terms of water security, especially for those already in vulner-
able positions who are unable to meet the requirements of this new formalisation. The
conclusion of the book brings together the two cases which have so far been treated
independently of each other. Seemann concludes that ‘whatever type of property
rights are considered within formalisation policies, the process fundamentally main-
tains or even increases authority and power within the formalizing agency’ (p. ).
This is important, and I share her hope, detailed in the last part of the conclusion,
that this insight can inspire a different way of thinking about water rights that main-
tains a focus on water security and water justice.
The book is strongest in its attention to detail when it comes to the legal–historical

background. Seemann provides a very useful overview of the different legislative frame-
works and the contexts within which they have emerged. Through her analysis the
reader gains a good understanding of the micro-politics of water rights, their historical
trajectories, and how these translate into (in)injustices on the ground. While I would
recommend the book to anyone interested in understanding the contexts shaping
water allocation and its attendant rights and injustices, it may not quite meet the
expectations of more ethnographically oriented readers. It is based on relatively
short fieldtrips and a total of  interviews of which only a handful in each site are
with water users. While the introduction does mention everyday struggles, we learn
little about this in the empirical chapters. The book can therefore fruitfully be used
in teaching along with other more ethnographic work.

MATTIAS BORG RASMUSSENUniversity of Copenhagen
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Christen A. Smith, Afro-Paradise: Blackness, Violence, and Performance in
Brazil (Champaign, IL: University of Illinois Press, ), pp. xiv + .
$., $. pb

Afro-Paradise: Blackness, Violence, and Performance in Brazil by Christen A. Smith
documents the epidemic levels of anti-black violence in Brazil and breaks new
ground in scholarship on this important, yet long-neglected, topic. This book is also
a welcome addition to the growing academic literature on race and racism in Brazil.
In recent years, there has been an upsurge in research on Brazilian racial dynamics, par-
ticularly among anthropologists. Smith is part of a new cadre of scholars whose work
probes the complexities of anti-black racism in Brazil by giving careful regard to insti-
tutional and structural forms of racial discrimination. Similarly to Keisha-Khan
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Perry’s recent book, Black Women against the Land Grab (University of Minnesota
Press, ), Smith’s research highlights the violence inherent in Brazilian racism
in the city of Salvador, Bahia, a site that has long been unproblematically romanticised
as the most ‘black’ city in Brazil, in both popular and academic discourses.
In this well-written and persuasively argued book, Smith analyses pervasive practices

of anti-black violence in Salvador through the lens of performance. She highlights how
police homicides of black Brazilians and death squads form part of the landscape of the
city of Salvador. By using the term ‘Afro-Paradise’ as both a descriptor of and meta-
phor for the city of Salvador, Smith argues that ‘Bahia as a space of black fantasy and
Bahia as a space of death for black people are two sides of the same coin. Afro-paradise
is a choreographed, theatrical performance between the state’s celebration of black
culture and the state’s routine killing of the black body’ (p. ). By placing celebratory
views of black culture in conversation with anti-black violence, Smith disrupts the
notion that majority-black cities, such as Salvador, are exceptions to broader racist
practices. In fact, Afro-Paradise demonstrates how anti-black violence, and its lethal
consequences, is often heightened in precisely the spaces where blackness is celebrated
in official discourses.
The performance-based approach used in Afro-Paradise seeks to challenge the ten-

dency to disassociate black culture from black people and to dehistoricise blackness
(p. ). Instead, Smith uses performance and the ‘performative aspects of gender/sexu-
ality’ to ‘recorporealize blackness’ (p. ). Importantly, she argues that police violence
is performed on black bodies and such performances also produce blackness. Smith
places performance in conversation with ethnography and history, adopting a two-
pronged approach to performance in the book: one aspect of her analysis focuses
on performances by a group known as Culture Shock, and the other aspect focuses
on state performances of anti-black violence. Culture Shock was founded in
Salvador in  and has a style that combines aspects of Brechtian theatre with
influences from Augusto Boal and hip-hop. The book is organised around five inter-
ludes which precede each chapter of the book. Most of the interludes contain narrative
excerpts from Culture Shock’s play Stop to Think (Para Para Pensar). Using the play
to frame the book’s key themes and concepts, Smith foregrounds quotidian under-
standings of state terror that have been developed by members of Culture Shock, as
well as the peripheral, black communities for which they perform. As Smith notes,
by ‘reenacting things like police violence (police raids, racial profiling) on stage in con-
versation with a discussion of the mundane, banal, and everyday manifestations of
racism in the lives of black residents, Stop to Think uses the real as a referent for reach-
ing its audience’ (p. ).
Although Smith uses the play Stop to Think to frame the book’s analysis of anti-

black state violence, she also delves into the long history of anti-black violence in
Brazil. She provocatively argues that, far from being an aberration, anti-black violence
is constitutive of modernity and nationhood in Brazil. For Smith, ‘the tortured black
body is the oppositional point against which Brazilian modernity articulates itself, and
therefore the birthplace of the nation’ (p. ). Smith’s discussion of the Pelourinho in
Chapter  of the book makes particularly insightful links between Brazil’s past and
present. The Pelourinho is a historical neighbourhood in Salvador where the first
slave market in the Americas was located and where enslaved Africans were
whipped. In fact, the name translates into ‘pillory’ in English. The Pelourinho has
also been designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site. By exploring the
Pelourinho’s history from the vantage point of anti-black violence, Smith highlights
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how it continues to function as a site and symbol of the black body in pain, although –
or perhaps because – it has become a popular tourist destination. Throughout Afro-
Paradise, Smith calls attention to how ongoing performances of conquest, colonisation
and slavery continue into the twenty-first century. In so doing, Afro-Paradise high-
lights the deep entrenchment of anti-black racism and violence in local and national
contexts in which blackness is both hypervisible and invisible.
While Smith began the research for Afro-Paradise in the early s, the book’s

publication in  coincided with intense mobilisation in the United States and glo-
bally by the Movement for Black Lives, as police killings of African Americans in the
United States became a nearly daily occurrence. This broader, transnational context of
anti-black violence highlights the significance and resonance of Afro-Paradise beyond
Brazil, as Smith notes at several points in the book. At the same time, the rich and
nuanced ethnographic detail provided in the book underscores the particularities of
state violence perpetrated against black communities in Brazil. Afro-Paradise is a sober-
ing analysis of longstanding and ubiquitous practices of state terror and genocide, prac-
tices that have become more common with the shift away from democracy in Brazil in
recent years.
In Afro-Paradise, Smith does the important work of challenging Brazil’s image as a

racial democracy through highlighting ongoing practices of anti-black racism and vio-
lence. This study goes beyond previous research on racial discrimination in Brazil by
forcefully arguing for the impossibility of black citizenship, and by extension racial
equality, in contemporary Brazil. This study will be of interest to students and scholars
in performance studies, anthropology, African diaspora studies, Brazilian studies, and
violence studies.
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Colin Clarke, Race, Class, and the Politics of Decolonization: Jamaica
Journals,  and  (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, ), pp. xvii + ,
£., hb

In this instructive volume, Colin Clarke shares his original fieldwork journals from his
research conducted in Kingston, Jamaica, in  and . The first of these journals
covers the year leading up to Jamaican Independence in ; the second covers a
shorter period in  and offers an interesting opportunity to reflect on the
impact of Independence, and on Jamaica’s refusal to join the West Indies
Federation. It was a period of immense self-empowerment, excitement and potential
as well as of intense suspicion, political manoeuvring and poverty. These journals are
significant for offering a rarely seen insight into the emergence of an academic sensibil-
ity that has become one of the foremost voices in the study of the Caribbean. It is also
invaluable for supplying a unique viewpoint from which to understand the mixture of
race, politics, and class discussions energising such diverse groups as high-class dinner
party guests and groups of Rastafarians in impoverished areas of downtown Kingston
around the time of Independence.
Colin Clarke’s entries in the first of the journals give an insight into the energetic

discussions happening in the tumultuous year leading up to Independence. The most
insightful entries indicate the conflict occurring over how to position and frame social
and political disaffection. Clarke captures these discussions well when he rhetorically
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