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Clinical Psychology. By Louis E. Biscii, M.D. Baltimore:
Williams& WilkinsCo.,1925. Demy 8vo. Pp. xiv+ 346.
15s. net. (English agents: BailliÃ¨re, Tindall & Cox, London.)

From the point of view of the contents the title of this book is
somewhat unfortunately chosen, for, strictly speaking, their scope
is neither clinical nor psychological. The author, however, disarms
criticism by disavowing any claim to originality. It is a compilation
from many sourceswhich has developedintoa book out of his
lecturesto studentsat Teachers'Collegeand in the extension
coursesat ColumbiaUniversity.The aim of theauthorhasbeen
â€œ¿�togive the teacher a working basis by means of which he or she
may be ableto recognizean atypicalchildin theclass-roomand
to know how best to handle the situation.â€• While useful as a
compendium ofinformationon differenttypesofabnormalchildren
and of methods of mentaltestingof varyingutilityto teachers,
where the volume fails is in an over-elaboration of detail. Thus
the synoptic table of classification alone covers seven pages, and
more thana hundredpagesofappendixaredevotedtotherelation
of individual case-histories and test-results, which would probably
givea clearermentalpictureiftheyhad beenlessstrictlyschematic.
The scheme fora detailedexaminationof a childcoverseighteen
pages. This burden of detail makes the book resemble an
over-burdened note-book without any evidence of the relative
value of the information which it contains, and detracts from its
valueasa guidetotheelementaryschoolteacher.

G. A. AUDEN.

La Psychologie des NÃ©vroses(The Psychology of the Neuroses). Par
le Dr. O.-L. FOREL. Geneva: Librairie Kundig, 1925. Crown
8vo. Pp. 258. Price 4 francs (Swiss).

The number of publications dealing with psychological problems
is very considerable. The divergent views, the schools and the
methods advocated vary to such an extent that orientation and dis
cernment have inevitably suffered. In the present work the author
has endeavoured to show precisely what are the criteria of the
neuroses, what constitutes the dividing line between the neuroses
and the normal on the one hand, and between the neuroses and the
psychoseson the other. In order to definethe positionof the
neuroses as part of a whole system, the first portion of the book is
devoted to a consideration of the psychological and the psycho
pathological bases of mental medicine. It is obvious that, like
many of his Swiss confreres, Dr. Forel is thoroughly conversant
with the latestviewson psychiatryin thosecountriesadjoining
hisown. As some of theseviewsareveryextensivelyheldon the
continent, and as they differ in many respects from those held in this
country, it may be of interest to the reader of this Journal to refer
to them in some detail. It is pointed out that, for many clinicians,
the dementia prmcox group embraces at least three-quarters of all
thepsychoseswhose anatomicalsubstratumand true @tiologyare
butlittleunderstood.But astheauthordoesnotregarddementia
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pra@cox(or,ashe callsit,â€œ¿�precociousdementia â€œ¿�)aseithera dementia
in the true senseof the word or necessarilyprecocious,he prefers
and adoptsâ€• the more prudent and more significant term of â€˜¿�schizo
phrenia' which was introduced by Bleuler.â€•

Dr. Ford divides the whole system of mental pathology into
threemain groups: (i)The firstor congenitaldementiagroup
includesidiocyand imbecilityon the one hand,and oligophrenia
on theother. The latterterm comprisesthelesserdegreesofmental
debility,moral insanity,some of the â€œ¿�born-criminals,â€•etc. (2)
The second group comprehends the psychoses proper,and issub
divided into (a) organic dementia, which includes general para
lysis,arterioscleroticdementia,seniledementia,certainsequel@eof
encephalitis,epilepticdementia,etc.; (b)schizophrenia,which
includesparaphrenia, paranoid dementia, periodic dementia of
Kretschmer,hebephrenia,etc.; (c)toxicpsychoses. It willbe
noticed that the clinicalentity which Kraepelin has designated
manic-depressiveinsanitydoes not finda placein thisclassification.
The authorwould includemania, melancholia,and the circular
typesofinsanityunder thecomprehensive term ofâ€œ¿�schizophrenia.â€•
(@)The third group is composed of the neuroses.
The author disagreeswith thosewho would attributethe neuroses

toany oneparticularcause. He holdsthata neurosisistheresult
of a continuousconflict,that itisthe fruitofnumberless causes,of
every interactionbetween the ego and itsenvironment. He, how
ever, says it is most important to remember that a hereditary
morbid predisposition is present in every case. There is a tendency
among certain observers (e.g.,Kretschmer and, more recently,
Bleuler)toregardthe psychosesas merelyan aggravationof the
neuroses.But Dr. Forelhas not,so far,been convertedto this
view. According to him the most advanced neurosis differs
entirelyfrom a psychosisinspiteof certainphenomena which may
be presentin both conditions(hallucinations,depression,etc.). A
distinctionismade between the neuroticand a neurosis;theformer
conditionmay persistthroughoutlifewithoutnecessarilydevelop
ing into a neurosis. In like manner the term â€œ¿�schizoidâ€œ¿�is used
to denote a person with a tendency to schizophrenia, but who may
go through his existence without becoming insane.
Prominenceisgivento a charactersketchof the neurosesas

distinctfrom the schizoid,schizophrenic,and oligophrenic
characters. The author shows how differentclinicianshave sought
to tracethe gradualdevelopmentof the psychosesfrom their
very commencement. Bleuler holds that the associationsare
primarilyaffectedinschizophrenia.His ingenioushypothesismay
be brieflysummarized as follows: Normal thought isinfluencedor
determinedby orientationtowardsan object.The directionand
the objecttowards which we tend are abstractionsvariouslycom
bined and complicated. When troubleoccurs in the mechanism
of recentassociationsand memories,the derangementcausedis
followedby aperturbationofnotionsoftheobject,and acorrespond
ing modificationof conduct. Sensationsand perceptonsare no
longertaken intoaccountby the reasoningpowers; the latter
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become impairedand createdivergentnotions,which are not
correctedby laterperceptions. The affectivesphere intervenes
in an imperious fashion, suppressing all that is undesirable. Hence
forward continualgaps occur in logicalsequence, which become
filledin by delusionaland illogicalideasofthe same quality. Once
thisstateisreached,the reactionsof the patientto externalin
fluences, as well as to personal sentiments, become more pronounced,
and createa seriesof secondary symptoms, allof which may be
traced to the primary phenomenon.
There isa chapteron the psychologicaldisordersof infancyand

adolescence. Another chapter is devoted to the neuroses of
adult life.A briefoutlineis given of psycho@analysisand of the
other therapeuticmethods. Seeing that he attaches so much
importance to psychologicalcauses,itisnot surprisingto findthat
Dr. Forelisa strongadvocateof psychologicaltreatmentforthe
neuroses. He refuses to recognize any specific therapeutic method:
â€œ¿�Thetherapistwho appliesthesame so-calledspecificmethod to
every case makes himself the slave of that method.â€• He recognizes
two main forms of treatment, viz.,psychologicalanalysisand
suggestion.Forhim theonly rationalform of psycho-therapyis
that which selects from all the approved remedies the elements
most suited to the individual. He says the majority of psycho
therapists use analysis combined with suggestion, orâ€”in the
numerous cases where analysis is useless or impossibleâ€”suggestion
with or without hypnosis. NORMANR. PHILLIPS.

La Psychanalyse, les Mldecins, et le Public. By Dr. HENRI FLOUR
NOY, Privat-docent a l'UniversitÃ© de GenÃ¨ve. Editions Forum,

Neuchatel et GenÃ¨ve,1924. Pp. 35.

This small pamphlet originatedin a lecturegiven by the author
in December, 1923,at Paris,and isdesignedby him to give,in the
firstpart a briefgeneralexpositionof the fundamentals of Freud's
psychology,in the second part a few generalremarks on psycho
analysisas a scientificdoctrineand as a method of treatment.

It fulfils these aims most admirably; it points out that psycho
analysis can be regarded as a method of psychological investigation,
as a body of doctrine and hypothesis about mental activities, and
as a method of treatment. It gives a brief and accurate account
within its limited scope of what the method of psycho-analysis is,
and of its foundation in the belief that instinct and emotion underlie
all mental processes; that conflict between emotions, with repression
of some of their manifestations and approval of others, give rise to
various neurotic symptoms, and that a study of the dynamics
of mental processes, giving due consideration to those hidden from
consciousness, can lead to an understanding of mental conflicts
and help in their resolution.

The author sums up very wisely the various forms of opposition
and enthusiastic acceptance with which psycho-analysis has been
received; he points out why the stressing of sexual trends is
necessitated by their greater social suppression than holds for the
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