
meant be seen as anachronistic on the grounds that by Juvenal’s day it had become
acceptable for women to drink wine (165). Let us test this logic with a modern analogy:
I take it that it is perfectly socially acceptable for women to drink alcohol in Britain
today. Does this mean that the trope of the drunken slut who deserves everything
she gets has lost its bite in contemporary culture? Far from it; it is regularly deployed
with genuine anger and no small real-world effect in the arguments of mainstream
newspapers, twitter trolls, and legal professionals in relation to rape trials. Similarly,
Watson and Watson tell us: ‘the claim that women don jewels only to commit adultery
is both tralaticious and counterfactual, something that must have been palpable to any
Roman reader’ (47). Consider in comparison the claim, in a modern-day context, that a
girl wearing a short skirt and make-up is sending out a signal of sexual availability that
mitigates any sexual assault against her. Such a claim may seem palpably untrue to
many contemporary readers, and yet it is also one that has considerable purchase in
many contexts, and indeed often has material consequences for real people. The
authors seem to appreciate neither that cultures are not monolithic, nor that invective
is instrumental, even when it is deployed in satire rather than, for instance, the law
court. In the twenty-first century, violent and misogynistic rhetoric is notoriously
deployed in attempts to silence the voices of high-profile women (most classicists will
have heard, at least, of the recent experiences of Mary Beard). In such a climate it
seems not only a missed opportunity to show the contemporary relevance of
Juvenal’s satire, but downright irresponsible to play down the potential of invective
to be a powerful tool of social control. This commentary hamstrings Juvenal’s satire,
representing it as an irrelevant museum piece in its own day, let alone for us, and misses
a golden opportunity to consider it in all its pulsating and pertinent nastiness.

REBECCA LANGLANDS

r.langlands@exeter.ac.uk
doi:10.1017/S001738351400028X

Greek History
This review commences with two important recent books on archaic Greek history.
Hans van Wees sees fiscality as a main aspect of the development of Greek communi-
ties in the archaic period.1 He explores the trajectory of Greek, and more specifically
Athenian, fiscality in the course of the archaic period from personal to institutional
power, from informal to formal procedures, and from undifferentiated to specialized
offices and activities. Van Wees argues convincingly that navies based on publicly
built and funded triremes appeared from 530s onwards as a Greek reaction to the emer-
gence of the Persian Empire; the resources for maintaining such navies revolutionized
Greek fiscality. This means that the Athenian navy emerged decades before its trad-
itional attribution to the Themistoclean programme of the 480s; but this revolution
would have been impossible without the gradual transformation of Athenian fiscality

1 Ships and Silver, Taxes and Tribute. A Fiscal History of Archaic Athens. By Hans van Wees.
London and New York, I. B. Tauris, 2013. Pp. x + 213. Hardback £58, ISBN: 978-1-
78076-686-7.
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in the previous decades from Solon onwards, as regards the delimitation of institutional
and specialized fiscal offices, such as the naukraroi and kolakretai, and the creation of
formal procedures of taxation like the eisphora. This is a very important book that
should have significant repercussions on the wider study of archaic Greece and
Athenian history; but it also raises the major issue of the nature of our written sources
for archaic Athens. While van Wees’s use of the sources is plausible, there does not seem
to be any wider principle of selection than what suits the argument (very sceptical on the
tradition about Solon’s fiscal measures, or Themistocles’ mines and navy policy; accept-
ing of traditions about Hippias’ and Cleisthenes’ fiscal measures). We urgently need a
focused methodological discussion of the full range of sources and the ways in which
tradition, anachronism, ideology, and debate have shaped what we actually have.

Marek Wecowski’s new book focuses on the interrelationship between the sympo-
sium and Greek aristocracy in the archaic period.2 Wecowski sees the forming aristoc-
racy of the archaic period as resulting from a process that included both the
incorporation of rising members of the lower classes and the exclusion of failing mem-
bers of the old elites. The symposium was a key practice which, through its self-
selecting aristocratic groups, affirmed both the exclusionary and the inclusive aspects
of aristocratic formation. Through a painstaking discussion of the more detailed
classical sources, Wecowski constructs a model of a peculiarly Greek symposium as a
culture-oriented drinking practice, characterized by a combination of egalitarianism
and competition, best expressed in the principle of the circulating cup. This leads
him to challenge seeing the symposium as the Greek adoption of reclining banqueting
from the Near East. Wecowski makes a good case for dating the origins of the sympo-
sium to the eighth century; he sees the Nestor cup as affirmation of the early existence
of the symposium, and further supports this through his analysis of the emergence of
distinct drinking sets of pottery in the Geometric Aegean. Perhaps the most intriguing
part of the book is its examination of the different registers of the Homeric texts, which
shows the co-existence of a clearly non-sympotic but idealized hierarchical feast in the
main register of the world of the heroes, with the allusion to the audience’s extra-textual
experience of the symposium in the background of the heroic narratives.

The next book is a collection of seven previously published and one unpublished
essay on Aristotle’s Politics by Mogens Hansen; it shows the range of Hansen’s engage-
ment with Aristotle and will enhance access to his important work for Aristotelian scho-
lars.3 In the four most significant articles, Hansen examines the inherent diversity of
Aristotle’s thinking: his distinct but complementary views of the polis both as an eco-
nomic and social community that includes all its inhabitants and as a political commu-
nity that includes only citizens; the co-existence, alongside the six-fold model of
constitutions (monarchy, aristocracy, democracy, and their corruptions) of another
classification which focuses on oligarchy and democracy and distinguishes four varieties
of each; related to this, the presence in Aristotle’s work, alongside the common percep-
tion of ancient democracy as participatory and direct, of an alternative conception of
indirect ancient democracy; finally, the variety of conceptions of freedom in ancient

2 The Rise of the Greek Aristocratic Banquet. By Marek Wecowski. Oxford, Oxford University
Press, 2014. Pp. xxvi + 400. 23 images, 2 maps. Hardback £90, ISBN: 978-0-19-968401-4.

3 Reflections on Aristotle’s Politics. By Mogens Herman Hansen. Copenhagen, Museum
Tusculanum Press, 2013. Pp. viii + 127. Hardback £24.50, ISBN: 978-87-635-4062-9.
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Greece and the ways in which Aristotle and Plato criticize, reject, or ignore them. Other
essays explore the relationship between polis, politeuma, and politeia; Aristotle’s defin-
ition of the polis; the ideal Aristotelian polis; and the conceptualization of the ethnos
in its relationship to the polis.

Hansen’s focus on citizen politics is complemented by Lynette Mitchell’s new book
on rulership in archaic and classical Greece.4 Traditional approaches have posited a dis-
tinction between legitimate kings and illegitimate tyrants and have constructed a narra-
tive of the progressive marginalization of kingship in archaic and classical Greece.
Mitchell offers a powerful account in favour of collapsing the distinction between
kings and tyrants into a single model of heroic rulership and of stressing the significance
of rulership in archaic and classical Greece. The impact of a heroic model of rulership
on Greek politics is undoubtedly a major contribution of this book. In accordance with
recent approaches to Greek aristocracy, Mitchell rightly stresses the performative role of
Greek rulers and the ways in which superior virtue – demonstrated in terms of victory in
battle and athletics, ancestry, and city foundation – legitimized rulership. She further
claims that it was ruling families rather than just ruling individuals who played a
major role, and examines the marriage and succession strategies of rulers, but the
evidence can merely illustrate that rulers often employed relatives in key positions.
Mitchell has decided to examine together without distinction large kingdoms
(Macedonia, Epirus), kings of poleis (Sparta, Cyrene), rulers of large territorial states
(Sicilian tyrants), and rulers of small communities; this is a choice that both illuminates
but sometimes also becomes rather misleading.

This brings us to five recent books devoted to the wider Hellenistic world, from its
origins in the Macedonia of Philip and Alexander, through Ptolemaic Egypt, and all the
way to the flourishing Greek culture of the late antique Near East. Edward Anson’s
book on Alexander is not another biography but focuses on certain key themes and
issues that are particularly prominent in current research.5 Anson rightly places great
emphasis on the significance of Alexander’s Macedonian background and the achieve-
ments of Philip on which Alexander built: two chapters and almost half the book are
devoted to these issues, stressing the defining predominance of Macedonian kingship
and its strategies of building links with subordinates and foreign powers, as well as
the transformative role of Philip’s military and institutional reforms. The discussion
of Alexander’s divinity rightly emphasizes the stages in its evolution. Finally, in explor-
ing the administration of Alexander’s empire and the purpose and evolution of his con-
quests, Anson stresses the ambiguous co-existence of Alexander’s dominant search for
further glory and conquest with the retention of a basic Achaemenid framework for
running the conquered provinces. The book is a balanced discussion of both the
ancient sources and the divergent views of modern scholars and should prove popular
with various audiences.

4 The Heroic Rulers of Archaic and Classical Greece. By Lynette Mitchell. London, Bloomsbury
Academic, 2013. Pp. xii + 207. Hardback £65, ISBN: 978-1-4725-0596-5; paperback £21.99,
ISBN: 978-1-4725-1067-9.

5 Alexander the Great. Themes and Issues. By Edward M. Anson. London, Bloomsbury
Academic, 2013. Pp. xiii + 226. 2 maps. Hardback £60, ISBN: 978-1-4411-1390-0; paperback
£19.99, ISBN: 978-1-4411-9379-7.
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Ian Worthington offers a large-scale narrative of the careers of Philip and Alexander
and the radical changes that resulted from them.6 Like Anson’s book, Worthington’s
provides a balanced account, in which the achievements of Philip are accorded suffi-
cient space and frame the way in which Alexander’s remarkable career is seen.
However, while the account is eminently readable, it yields little that is novel and suffers
from three problems. First ,there is hardly any engagement with the revolution that has
taken place in Achaemenid studies, with worn platitudes about native resistance to
Persian tyranny used as explanations of Alexander’s success; equally, Macedonian suc-
cess over Greece is explained through platitudes about Greek disunity and democratic
inability to act swiftly. The second is the Orientalist tendency to read Alexander’s cam-
paigns in the light of modern imperialist intervention in the area (e.g. Spitamenes’
revolt is seen as unwillingness to be conquered by a Western army – ‘the same attitude
prevails today’; 223). Finally, the text has a number of mistakes and misunderstandings
(e.g. talking of the Persian god Baal).

We move on to two works devoted to Hellenistic Egypt and its rulers. Christelle
Fischer-Bovet’s book is a major study of the relationship between army and society
in Ptolemaic Egypt.7 It persuasively situates the Ptolemaic army within two axes: the
international environment within which the Ptolemaic state acted, and the interrela-
tionship between the complex ethnic composition of Ptolemaic armies and the struc-
tures and patterns of life in Egypt. Fischer-Bovet incorporates the Greek and
non-Greek soldiers of the Ptolemaic army within the long-term history of the recruit-
ment of foreign soldiers in Egypt, and integrates that part with the long-term story of
the employment of Egyptians in the army. The initial period of mass recruitment
and migration from outside Egypt in the third century, followed by an era of crisis
and reorganization between 220–160 BCE, was succeeded by a final period in which
the Ptolemies’ limited international role modified the function of the army and enabled
both a wider role for Egyptians and Greco-Egyptians and also a more modest recom-
pense for the soldiers. In particular with regard to the latter period, the book explores
the integrative role of the army in terms of forging links between the monarchy, sol-
diers, and subjects, of creating networks between soldiers and civilians in the country-
side, and of integrating Egyptians in Greek institutions such as the gymnasium and
Greeks in Egyptian religion and temples.

The life of the Ptolemaic princess Arsinoe II, who married Lysimachus, her half-
brother Ptolemy Ceraunus, and her brother Ptolemy II, is the subject of a biography
by Elizabeth Carney.8 It is unfortunate that the nature of our sources makes it practic-
ally impossible to say anything concrete about the thoughts, motives, and actions of
Arsinoe, and Carney consistently alerts the reader to the limits of our knowledge.

6 By the Spear. Philip II, Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall of the Macedonian Empire. By
Ian Worthington. Ancient Warfare and Civilization. New York, Oxford University Press, 2014.
Pp. xxi + 388. 10 maps, 24 figures. Hardback £25, ISBN: 978-0-19-992986-3.

7 Army and Society in Ptolemaic Egypt. By Christelle Fischer-Bovet. Armies of the Ancient
World. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2014. Pp. xxvi + 447. 34 figures, 4 maps.
Hardback £75, ISBN: 978-1-107-00775-8.

8 Arsinoë of Egypt and Macedon. A Royal Life. By Elizabeth Donnelly Carney. Women in
Antiquity. New York, Oxford University Press, 2013. Pp. xx + 215. 1 map, 12 figures.
Hardback £64, ISBN: 978-0-19-536552-8; paperback £18.99, ISBN: 978-0-19-536551-1.
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Instead, she turns the life of Arsinoe into a majestic portrayal of the early Hellenistic
world and its uncertainties, turmoils, and achievements. Of particular interest is the
analysis of how the Successors and the first generation of their descendants moulded
the institutions and practices of Hellenistic kingship: Carney uses Arsinoe to explore
the complications of early polygamy and its gradual substitution by brother–sister mar-
riage and the dominance of the royal couple in Ptolemaic Egypt. Equally important is
the author’s treatment of the emergence of the royal cult in its various forms, and the
wider Greek (specifically Macedonian) as well as Egyptian elements that went into the
creation of a series of cults in which Arsinoe figured prominently, and which continued
for centuries not only in Egypt but also across the Mediterranean.

Joseph’s Geiger book explores the nature of Greco-Roman culture in the ancient
Near East from the Hellenistic period to late antiquity through a focus on the life
and works of Palestinian intellectuals.9 The volume consists of three distinct but related
parts. The first part is a prosopography of Greek intellectuals in Palestine, accompanied
by a series of appendices on attested visitors to Palestine, the intellectuals in the circle of
Herod the Great, and intellectuals from Petra. The second part focuses on Greek intel-
lectuals from the Palestinian city of Ascalon. Given the patchy nature of our sources,
Geiger shows that there was a significant flourishing of Greek culture in two periods.
The first one extends from the late second century BC to the first century AD, with a ser-
ies of grammarians, historians, and in particular philosophers, the most famous of
whom, Antiochus, was a teacher of Cicero; the second took place in late antiquity,
with the rhetoricians Ulpian and Zosimus and the mathematician Eutocius. Finally,
the third part examines the use of Latin in Palestine. Although the evidence is limited,
the author discusses a range of cases, from the law school of Caesarea through the activ-
ities of Latin-speaking pilgrims to the translations of Jerome and others, to conclude
that its use was more widespread than usually thought.

The final part of this review consists of five volumes devoted to translations and
commentaries of important ancient texts. These volumes appear in different series
and, while their readership will be partly overlapping, they are likely to appeal to
quite different preoccupations. Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought
is a major established series with a very large readership among historians and political
theorists. Now Jeremy Mynott’s translation of Thucydides’ History is a welcome add-
ition to a text that has exercised a deep impact in ancient, early modern, and modern
thought.10 Thucydides might wish his work to be a ‘possession for all time’, but his pol-
itical thinking comes embedded in a narrative with minute detail of battles and intrigues
stretched across the eastern Mediterranean, and presented in a form of Greek which
was difficult even for its native speakers. These problems have often led readers who
are not professional ancient historians to focus on the ‘juicy parts’; to his credit,
Mynott has presented a translation that pays great attention and alerts the reader to

9 Hellenism in the East. Studies on Greek Intellectuals in Palestine. By Joseph Geiger. Historia
Einzelschriften 229. Stuttgart, Franz Steiner Verlag, 2014. Pp. 177. Hardback £47.60, ISBN:
978-3-515-10617-7.

10 Thucydides. The War of the Peloponnesians and the Athenians. Edited by Jeremy Mynott.
Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press,
2013. Pp. lxiv + 690. 30 maps. Hardback £54.99, ISBN: 978-0-521-84774-2; paperback
£17.99, ISBN: 978-0-521-61258-6.
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the problems of understanding the text. Furthermore, the volume includes detailed
notes, maps, lists of dates and biographies, synopses of contents and speeches, a collec-
tion of ancient texts discussing Thucydides, a glossary, and detailed indexes. Finally,
the decision to divide the text according to yearly campaigns, rather than the traditional
division in books (which is maintained for reference purposes), makes for a very inter-
esting reading, which many will find illuminating.

Simon Hornblower contributes a commentary on Herodotus’ Book Five to the
Cambridge Greek and Latin Classics series, complementing existing volumes on
Books 8–9.11 This volume will be accompanied by a prospective volume on Book 6,
a decision based on the strong thematic links between these two books, which cover
the decade between 500 and 490 BCE and focus on the two great events of the Ionian
Revolt and the Battle of Marathon. The book includes an introduction, an adapted ver-
sion of Hude’s OCT text, and an extensive commentary; the accompanying maps and
the detailed bibliography and indexes will greatly facilitate the use of the work by
students and teachers. Hornblower’s commentary is a significant contribution to
Herodotean studies, beyond its pedagogical uses. The equal attention paid to language
and intertextuality on the one hand, and the historical background and historical infor-
mation conveyed by Herodotus on the other, will bridge an existing gap in Herodotean
studies between scholars who largely approach Herodotus as a literary text and histor-
ians who are primarily interested in his historical narrative. Hornblower’s particular
interests in onomastics, kinship, and religion – already evident in his studies of
Thucydides and Pindar – unsurprisingly play an important role in the introduction
and commentary and bring new light to important aspects of the text.

Two volumes of translations are the result of an ongoing collaboration between
Pamela Mensch and James Romm, in which Mensch contributes the translation
while Romm provides the editing, introduction, and notes. The first is a collection of
translated lives of eminent Greeks from Plutarch’s Parallel Lives. The selection includes
the lives of Theseus, Lycurgus, Solon, Themistocles, Aristides, Cimon, Pericles,
Nicias, Alcibiades, Lysander, Agesilaus, Pelopidas, Demosthenes, Alexander, and
Phocion. The volume thus covers most of the major figures of the classical period
and will introduce the reader to many key aspects of the period; and the notes that
accompany the text will prove very useful to the uninitiated reader, along with the
maps, the detailed glossary, and the index. However, the sources are excerpted in
such a way that it is essentially impossible for the reader without prior knowledge of
the text to know what and how much is missing. There is consistent omission from
Plutarch’s text of most that has nothing to do with politics in a strict, nineteenth-
century sense (e.g. religion); the omission of Dion and Timoleon enforces a traditionalist
focus on Athens and Sparta; and the abstraction of the Greek lives from the intended
Roman comparison makes much in Plutarch’s account disappear. The selection of
Plutarchan stories to present ‘a coherent narrative of the classical Greek world’
(cover blurb) looks like a project that is unlikely to succeed.12

11 Herodotus. Histories Book V. Edited by Simon Hornblower. Cambridge Greek and Latin
Classics. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2013. Pp. xxii + 351. 5 maps. Hardback
£60, ISBN: 978-0-521-87871-5; paperback £22.99, ISBN: 978-0-521-70340-6.

12 Plutarch. Lives that Made Greek History. Edited, with introductions and notes, by James
Romm. Translated by Pamela Mensch. Indianapolis, IN, Hackett Publishing Company, 2012.
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The second volume is a translation of Herodotus’ Histories.13 The text is accompan-
ied by a short introduction, brief chronological and biographical lists, and a detailed list
of proper nouns (but not of subjects). The translation flows nicely, and it successfully
manages to render in English Herodotus’ admirable and idiosyncratic style; the notes
are kept to a minimum, but are usually helpful. Given its low price, this volume is clear-
ly a bargain for the lay reader who is more interested in the beauty of Herodotus’ tales.
For the student and scholarly audience, in my view the volume cannot compete with
the wealth offered by the Landmark Herodotus.

The final book is a selection of speeches by Demosthenes, translated by Robin
Waterfield with introduction and notes by Chris Carey.14 The selection includes nine-
teen speeches divided between deliberative speeches (1–3 Olynthiacs, 1 and 3 Philippics,
On the Peace, On the Chersonese), public trials (On the Crown, On the Dishonest Embassy,
Against Meidias, Against Aristocrates, Against Neaira), and private trials (1–2 Aphobus,
Against Lacritus, For Phormio, Against Boeotus, Against Conon, Reply to Callicles). Apart
from an informative general introduction, each speech is preceded by a short introduc-
tion and accompanied by extensive notes that allow the reader to understand the con-
text and grasp the legal procedure and the issues at stake; less emphasis is given in the
notes to issues of rhetoric, but the reader will occasionally find some very illuminating
comments. The translation keeps close to the text and is eminently readable; this
should facilitate access to the wider audience of the Oxford World’s Classics series.
The selection works well in giving the reader a view of the complexities of Athenian
life, from diplomacy, warfare, and democratic politics to slavery, banking, family inher-
itance, and agricultural life. While the volume excludes pseudo-Demosthenic speeches,
the inclusion of Against Neaira is justified on the basis of its importance.

KOSTAS VLASSOPOULOS

Konstantinos.Vlassopoulos@nottingham.ac.uk
doi:10.1017/S0017383514000291

Roman History
I begin this review with a mega biblion that will be hugely welcomed by Roman histor-
ians of all stripes: Tim Cornell and his team’s long-awaited new edition of the frag-
ments of the Roman historians,1 featuring more than one hundred Roman writers of
history, biography, and memoir. Cornell and his team have replaced the long-outdated

Pp. xvi + 295. 1 figure, 3 maps. Hardback $40, ISBN: 978-1-60384-847-3; paperback $13, ISBN:
978-1-60384-846-6.

13 Herodotus. Histories. Edited, with introductions and notes, by James Romm. Translated by
Pamela Mensch. Indianapolis, IN, Hackett Publishing Company, 2014. Pp. xxviii + 540. 13
maps. Hardback $47, ISBN: 978-1-62466-114-3; paperback $16, ISBN: 978-1-62466-113-6.

14 Demosthenes. Selected Speeches. Translated by Robin Waterfield. Introduction and comments
by Chris Carey. Oxford World’s Classics. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2014. Pp. xxxvi + 528.
3 maps. Paperback £11.99, ISBN: 978-0-19-959377-4.

1 The Fragments of the Roman Historians. General editor T. J. Cornell. Oxford, Oxford
University Press, 2013. Pp. lxvi + 2651 in 3 volumes. Hardback £295, ISBN: 978-0-19-927705-6.
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