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the use of the manifold escape routes—fantasy,
hobbies, gambling, masturbation, psychotherapy, the
creation of utopias, and more—by which ordinary
people get through their days.

This is a book of ‘popular’ introspectionist psycho-
logy; full of breath-taking generalizations which,
however, provoke reflection for they just might be
true.

D. W. MILLARD, Lecturer in Applied Social Studies,
University of Oxford ; Hon. Consultant Psychiatrist,
The Warneford Hospital
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The Field of Social Work (7th Edition). Edited by
ArTHUR E. FINK. Eastbourne: Holt-Saunders.
Pp 336. £9.25.

Both these recent contributions from the U.S.A.
complement one another in many respects. The
work by Gottesfeld and Pinkus is in fact, a specially
bound edition of the Clinical Social Work Journal,
vol. 5, no. 4, 1977. There is a detailed discussion of
the place of clinical social work in American social
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work practice and most of the book is devoted to
defining clinical social work’s content—sometimes
with a great deal of repetition. From this reviewer’s
point of view the most significant contribution, was
that by Shirley Cooper on ‘Reflections on Clinical
Social Work’.

The second volume under review encompasses a
much broader theme, so broad in fact, that the
contributions on the whole range of American social
work practice serve only to tantalize and worse,
induce a sense of frustration in the reader. One or
two examples will support my criticisms. The
contents include the historical development of social
services and social work in the U.S.A. and in this
country, contributions on research and social work,
contributions on social case work, social work with
families, social group work and community organiz-
ation. Part three is devoted to a consideration of a
range of social work settings. Quite a task for a book
of some three hundred and thirty-six pages! Both
these books will be of limited interest to social work
practitioners in this country, but teachers of social
work and students of its history may find some parts
of these volumes useful as library references.

HerscHEL PRINS, Senior Lecturer,
School of Social Work, University of Leicester
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