
their preaching was to be enhanced by their good relations with the local bishop.
Preachers were to be approved by the minister-general and their words should be
carefully measured. They were to resemble the Apostles in their preaching. The
welfare of souls was the main purpose of the office of preaching rather than an os-
tentatious display of erudition; friars were admonished to address vices and virtues.
Sermons were to be brief in imitation of the Son of God (pp. –).

Thepublicationof the second volumeof early commentaries, withmaterial by John
Pecham and Peter Olivi, is eagerly awaited. Meanwhile, the third volume, edited by
David Burr, is devoted to the exposition by Angelo Clareno. This is preceded by a
lengthy introduction on Angelo’s life, the corpus of his writings, the commentary
on the Rule and a substantial bibliography. It is by far the fullest of the treatments
and it is compiled by a formermember of the order, who was living under the author-
ity of a Benedictine abbot of Subiaco. Ample space is accorded to his use of theRegula
non bullata and Angelo’s extensive knowledge of Greek patristic sources, which are
quoted copiously in this commentary, written about /. Angelo voices the trad-
ition that the confirmation of the Rule was announced by Innocent III during the
Fourth Lateran Council (pp. , ).He wentmuch further than the earlier commen-
tators in his assertion that the founder foresaw many of the abuses that had subse-
quently tainted the order’s good reputation. Particular invective was reserved for
the decision to focus on urban centres at the expense of life in the hermitages,
excesses in buildings and the multiplication of the schools, especially under the ad-
ministration of Crescentius da Iesi, minister-general from  to , when
Aristotelian materials were introduced. The accumulation of books, circulating in
ever greater numbers, was a cause for concern in reforming circles. Towards the
end of the commentary Peter Olivi emerges with greater frequency as an authority
on the Franciscan cosmos.

Typographical errors are a rarity in these two attractive volumes. Exceptions are
‘need great care less [lest] they lack the discipline’ (i. ) ‘cwhat’ (iii.).
Commentaries on the Rule reflect the history of the order and the friars’ desire
to be faithful to the heritage of il poverello. These two volumes, edited by scholars
deeply immersed in Franciscan literature of the thirteenth century, will be
warmly welcomed by students of the order.

MICHAEL ROBSONST EDMUND’S COLLEGE,
CAMBRIDGE

Le Souverain, l’office et le codex. Gouvernement de la cour et techniques documentaires à
travers les libri officiariorum des papes d’Avignon (XIVe–XVe siècle). Edited by
D’Armand Jamme. (Sources et documents, .) Pp. vii +  incl.  black-
and-white and  colour figs. Rome: École française de Rome, . €.
    
JEH () ; doi:./S

One of the most conspicuous features of the papal residence at Avignon was the
bureaucratisation of the practices of papal government. This is reflected in the
abundance of records that survive from the fourteenth century, above all those
of the papal chancery and the apostolic chamber. The present volume concerns
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one type of source deriving from the chamber: the Libri officiariorum, which record
the appointment of papal office-holders and other aspects of their service, for in-
stance their payment and their presence in the curia. Most of these officers were
employed in the papal administration or household, and most them remained
in office with a change of pope. They included laymen as well as clerics; among
the latter are many appointments of papal chaplains or honorary chaplains. A
further interest of the notes of appointment is that they sometimes specify the
patron or ‘promoter’ of the candidate. The fourteenth-century registers do not
form a single series, and they are not found in a single class in the Vatican
Archives. They are not unknown to scholars, but the work under review is the
first detailed study of them.

The first part of the book consists of a series of essays analysing the registers. The
volume’s editor, Armand Jamme, provides a wide-ranging introduction and con-
clusion. Especially helpful, in a publication which makes few concessions to the
non-specialist, is his summary of the characteristics of these sources (pp. –).
The registers appear to be an innovation from the pontificate of Clement VI,
perhaps attributable to his chamberlain, Étienne Cambarou. Étienne Anheim con-
siders the earliest register (pp. –), which is arranged by type of office. The
next register, from the time of Urban V and discussed by Jamme (pp. –), is
different, for its organisation is chronological. It includes a series of oral com-
mands that the pope gave to his chamberlain, giving it a particular immediacy
(see pp. –). Changes in the arrangement and function of the registers contin-
ued to be made, as the remaining three essays show. Jamme again covers the next
registers, of Gregory XI’s chamberlain, Pierre de Cros (pp. –). The last essays
concern the Great Schism, that is, the pontificates of Clement VIII and Benedict XIII,
and are by Philippe Genequant and Germain Butaud respectively (pp. –).

The second and longest part of the volume contains a collaborative edition of
these Latin sources (pp. –). The editors appear to have achieved a high
standard of accuracy, and they have been painstaking in reproducing deletions,
additions, marginal notes, signes de renvoi, etc. The reader can view such features,
as well as the variety of hands that appear in the registers, with ease in the many
illustrations, most of them in colour. These are a particular strength of the
volume. The main edition is followed by seven appendices, which edit shorter
texts (pp. –), while two indices (of persons and places, and of offices and
titles) complete the work.

The Libri officiariorum printed here document the careers of the many men
whom they name, some of them significant figures in their own right. Yet the
value of the Libri is more than prosopographical: they throw light on the papal
court and administration at Avignon and on the personal role of the pope and
chamberlain in the government of the Latin Church. Through the welcome
efforts of Armand Jamme and his collaborators, these sources now enjoy the prom-
inence that they deserve.

P. N. R. ZUTSHICORPUS CHRISTI COLLEGE,
CAMBRIDGE
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