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American missionary publishing and Armenian “Enlightener-Translators,”
and ends with an analysis of the lives and societal influence of Smyrnean
Armenians in Argentina, a country with large Armenian communities. The
authors and the editor have identified a void of Smyrna/Izmir studies in
Western languages that this book is a valuable first step towards filling.
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Amaney A. Jamal examines reasons for the lack of democratic governments
in theMiddle East in comparison to other regions throughout theworld in the
post-ColdWar era in Of Empires and Citizens. Analyzing a variety of data—polls,
interviews, scholarly research, and qualitative and quantitative data—Jamal
associates the lack of democratic governments in theMiddle East with strong
anti-Americanism throughout the region. Jamal’s analysis focuses on Kuwait
and Jordan as examples of her premise of pro-American democracy or no
democracy. She proposes that although strong anti-American attitudes exist,
Jordanian sentiment supports the idea of a democratic government; the rise
of an anti-American democracy would be detrimental to their relationship
with the United States upon which Jordan relies for security and wellbeing.
Jordan’s reliance on the United States renders democracy elusive with the
understanding that strong anti-American movements could achieve power
through democratic means and threaten the country’s stability. In contrast,
Kuwait lacks strong anti-American movements and harbors pro-American
political parties. As a result, the Kuwaiti government has become more
democratic over the years as citizens demand more reforms without fear of
an anti-American regime coming to power and damaging necessary relations
with the U.S.
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