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mental property Mx at t, due to the instantiation of some physical property Px but is 
silent about what actually instantiates Mx and Px. This makes events identical if they 
have both Mx and Px. Enhanced physicalism grounds this relation in elements which 
allows for a more accurate comparison of events. Second, enhanced physicalism encour-
ages a posteriori explanations of events rather than a priori explanations which hold 
that some macro-event can be explained by taking a function (composed of causal 
knowledge) of some set of micro-events. A posteriori explanations do not assume that 
macro-events can be deduced in this fashion; the Px/Mx relation is identical qua causal 
powers but non-identical qua manifestation since Px and Mx cannot be co-occurring. 
This argument, however, relies on the controversial premise that Px and Mx cannot be 
concurrent. Banks’ grounds this argument on the empirical fact that, when neurons of a 
particular configuration are measured, the associated mental event disappears. How-
ever, this seems to be the case only because the measuring devices stand in a particular 
causal relation to the mental event. Presumably, this configuration could be observed 
without making the mental event disappear thus giving us Mx and Px simultaneously. 
Barring this issue, these two arguments help extend and refine physicalism.

In Chapter 6, Banks’ contributes to the neutral monist project himself by giving it a 
notion of extension and space (which neither Mach nor Russell could do). The challenge 
is to construct extension out of elements without being circular or assuming it as a basic 
intuition (as Kant did). Here, Banks argues that Hermann Grassman, a 19th century 
mathematician, has provided a point-algebra that provides a suitable notion of extension. 
Extension comes from tracing various associative and dissociative relations between 
points (much like Mach’s functional dependencies of elements). Points, then, do not 
exist ‘in’ space since those points are merely symbolic. Space and extension, then, are 
constructed out of this process of ‘tracing.’

Banks’ book delivers what it promises. It provides a novel interpretation of Mach, 
which should be of great interest to philosophers of science, and provides a more 
detailed reconstruction of some of James’ and Russell’s views than has previously been 
given. While it remains questionable whether neutral monism can completely supplant 
traditional physicalism as the argument for the lack of concurrence of Mx and Px is left 
underdeveloped, it still provides a novel approach which seems initially plausible, phil-
osophically interesting, and has a wide range of potential applicability.
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In Alienation, Rahel Jaeggi presents a thorough examination of an outdated concept in 
critical social theory and philosophy. This work covers, both historically and critically, 
the whole range of philosophical views surrounding the concept of alienation. Tracing 
the development of the concept from its first formulations in the mid-18th century to the 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0012217315000931 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0012217315000931


Book Reviews/Comptes rendus  651

few reformulations which still appear today, Jaeggi’s analysis demonstrates how impor-
tant and indispensable the theme of alienation is for contemporary social philosophy 
and theory. She argues that alienation is not simply the detachment of the individual in 
relation to her self or the world. Jaeggi explains that the absence of such a relation is struc-
turally impossible. Human beings are always in constant interaction with their selves 
and the world, and alienation refers to a deficiency in such a relational structure. Jaeggi 
states that alienation is a ‘relation of relationlessness,’ i.e. a disturbed appropriation of 
the self and the world, such that the productive and active rapport that merges self and 
world is no longer effective in a fulfilling manner. Consequently, the alienated subject 
ceases to be at her own command as her active engagement with the world fails to 
appropriate it effectively.

The book is divided into three parts. The first concentrates on the historical founda-
tions of the concept of alienation. Jaeggi begins with Rousseau’s implicit broaching of 
the theme, and elaborates on his depiction of the deformation of human beings by 
society. She follows the development of this theme through to two theoretical strands in 
Continental philosophy: the first is the Hegelian-Marxist analysis of the alienation of 
individuals from social structures, the second is the Kierkegaardian-Heideggerian cri-
tique of the alienating character of the public world itself. Despite the crucial ontolog-
ical differences among these philosophies, Jaeggi uncovers the overlapping alienation 
critique. Accordingly, her historical analysis demonstrates how the concept of alienation 
operates as an interpretative schema that helped articulate, throughout the 20th century, 
a normative dimension of social critique which branched into Marxist and existentialist 
analyses, as well as into the development of Critical Theory. The author finds that it is 
precisely this interpretative-critical aspect of the concept of alienation that can be sal-
vaged from the essentialist presuppositions and metaphysical commitments with which 
these various philosophical positions coloured the theme and ultimately rendered it 
obsolete in the age of postmodernity and political liberalism.

In the second part, Jaeggi offers a phenomenological examination of individual cases 
of alienation in everyday life. As she addresses in each case a different mode of defi-
ciency in the subject’s relation to self and world, Jaeggi reformulates and expands the 
structure of alienation by discussing the foremost theories of free will, personal identity, 
agency and freedom, in analytic philosophy. She enters into discussion with thinkers 
such as Tugendhat, Raz, Dahrendorf, Frankfurt, Nagel, Taylor, among others. What emerges 
is a concept that, in bringing to light functionally deficient relations of appropriation, 
points to the never-ending, always interpretative, productive processes that lie at the heart 
of the intersection of self and world.

In the third part of the book, Jaeggi takes a more elaborate engagement with the 
opposing models of the self she reviewed in the second section. The discussion centres 
around the critique of two main conceptions of the self that conflict with her model of 
the self as a process of appropriation. The first is the concept of the essential self: 
an inner, authentic, unified, unchanging self. The second is the postmodern or poststruc-
turalist idea of the self as self-inventing or a site of multiplicity. In opposition to the first 
model, Jaeggi emphasizes the fluid nature of the self in her account, one that conceives 
of the self not as static but as always active, relational and externalizing. Against the 
second model, Jaeggi reveals the experiential vacuity at the core of a self that continu-
ally has to create itself anew and out of nowhere. Although Jaeggi defends a limited 
form of unity of the self, she does not understand it as some immutable substance but 
rather as a formal integration of all experiences, a reference point to all the process of 
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appropriation of an individual. Thus, Jaeggi defines her ‘appropriative model’ of the 
self in terms of the transformative nature of appropriation: there is no beginning or end 
of such a process since the self is always already involved in and changed with every 
activity. The author therefore argues for a self that is always in transformation, neces-
sarily re-interpreting her given conditions with every act. This third part of the book 
ends with an outline of implications concerning the analysis of alienation, which focuses 
on the social nature of the appropriative model of the self, and its necessary involvement 
in shaping the social practices and institutions in and through which the individual appro-
priates herself and the world in a meaningful way. Jaeggi leaves this task for future social 
theorists, emphasizing that any experience of alienation that might threaten modern 
society cannot be addressed without critically assessing the extent to which social insti-
tutions can become structures for the emancipation of the individual.

The result of Jaeggi’s analysis is a definition of ‘alienation’ not as an exact technical 
term that isolates a specified ailment affecting an individual. Rather, what emerges from 
her investigation is a theme that encompasses a large range of conceptual structures that 
aim to capture the multifaceted relation the subject has with the world. Alienation as a 
concept for the deficient process of appropriation is thus able to test the conceptual effi-
cacy of the various formal analyses of social structures in contemporary social philos-
ophy. Furthermore, it is important to point out that the method of analysis that Jaeggi 
develops is not exclusive to the matter under study. Jaeggi's conceptual re-construction 
is indicative of the direction that social theory and in some level philosophy itself is 
taking, namely the move away from metaphysical commitments regarding the theory of 
the self on either end of the spectrum, i.e., essentialism or certain forms of postmodernism, 
in order to take a more pragmatic approach to social critique. Jaeggi gives us a sense 
of this direction social theory is taking in her keen engagement with the literature in her 
academic community. Consequently, not only does the translation of this book offer 
English-speaking scholarship a comprehensive, in-depth analysis of the concept of 
alienation, it also provides Anglo-American scholars with some insight into the current 
debates in German social philosophy.
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This is the latest addition to a new series offered by Vrin and titled ‘La Métaphysique 
d’Aristote.’ The series provides new translations and extended commentaries of the 
14 books of the Metaphysics in 14 separate volumes. So far, the publications do not 
follow the initial order of the Metaphysics: Δ first launched the series in 2014,1 E was 
published last June, and the release of H is scheduled for September 2015.

	1	 R. Bodéüs and A. Stevens. Métaphysique Delta, 2014, Paris: Vrin.
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