
Hurricanes both strengthened and destroyed the complex ties that linked the
Caribbean with the North Atlantic economy. They could foster solidarity, accelerate
change and push history along or, in contrast, aid reactionary forces and impede trans-
formation. Hurricanes both fortified and weakened slavery. Schwartz intelligently
shows how hurricanes had different effects according to the context, yet continually
shows how they uncovered connections across the Atlantic world and hastened
change. Throughout the book he also examines shifting notions of charity and how
these shaped state policy, rich material for contemporary discussions about vulnerabil-
ity, disaster relief and the role of the state.
In the introduction, Schwarz recognises Fernand Braudel, particularly his The

Mediterranean World, as his inspiration. Schwartz shares this great master’s ability
to read and research very broadly and to synthesise precisely. This book prompted
me to grab my dusty copy of Braudel’s Mediterranean from my bookshelves. I
found that my enthusiastic scribbles and highlights faded towards the end of some
chapters and the end of the book. I see now that I began each chapter with enthusiasm
but ended up at times skimming near the end. Sea of Storms can also overwhelm and
some chapters seem a bit long. Comparative history is challenging for social historians
with such breadth as Schwartz. He wants to develop an argument and show change
(and stasis) over time, but also cover a wide variety of locations and societies. To
his great credit, he avoids the shortcut of focusing on Jamaica, Puerto Rico, Cuba,
and the Dominican Republic and Haiti. Sea of Storms is a fascinating read, but
some non-specialists will find some sections a touch too detailed.
This is a minor quibble and scholars of the different regions, time periods and topics

examined in Sea of Storms will no doubt disagree with this comment. They would want
more on their subject. Schwartz is an indefatigable researcher and a pleasing writer.
This combination applied to an original and important topic makes this a landmark
book that that will gratify and even delight many readers.

CHARLES F . WALKERUniversity of California, Davis
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Pamela S. Murray (ed.),Women and Gender in Modern Latin America: Historical
Sources and Interpretations (New York and London: Routledge, ), pp. xiv +
, $., $. pb.

This edited volume is comprised of selections of primary source material and secondary
analysis and interpretation by a range of specialists in the field of history and gender in
Latin America since . The structure and scope of the book make it ideal for teach-
ing courses on gender and the history of gender in the region. However, it would also
constitute a welcome addition to broader survey courses on modern Latin America,
which often lack an integrated gender perspective on key topics. The inclusion of trans-
lated primary source material, which can be difficult to find for history students without
Spanish-language skills, also makes this a relevant and valuable resource for teachers and
students. It is not, though, a standard textbook as many of the themes and debates that
the material addresses require some background knowledge of Latin American history;
and the discussion of the topics and historiographical questions that the book is
designed to facilitate is often left open-ended. This, though, is a strength. For, while
providing information, insight and analysis in a concise volume, the book also
encourages independent thought and stimulates class debate.
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The first chapter on the independence period considers women’s participation in
anti-colonial struggles and ponders the extent to which independence challenged
women’s subordinate place in patriarchal society, or not. The contributions also
look at gender and symbolism and the relationship between gender, slavery and
social hierarchy in contemporary political culture. The second chapter examines
women’s roles in the post-colonial societies that emerged in the period c. –,
particularly emphasising the continuing influence of Iberian norms and ideas of patri-
archy on women’s everyday lives. Chapter  discusses the significance of gender for
liberalism, citizenship and the public sphere during nation-building, c. –. All
chapters draw in class, ethnicity and race as factors influencing women’s experiences
in the post-colonial setting and seek to consider continuity and change after .
However, a clearer synopsis of Iberian patriarchy, particularly women’s legal status,
and reversing the order of chapters  and  to look first at the significance of
gender in the political ideas and institutions that formally structured the states and
societies of the new republics and then the continuing influence of Iberian culture
and gender relations would have helped to develop a more coherent analysis of how
and why women’s subordinate status continued and/or changed after independence
as well as more clearly suggesting similarities and differences with women’s experiences
elsewhere in Europe and the Americas during the ‘Age of Revolution’.
Chapter  examines the development of modern feminism in Latin America

between  and , pointing to similarities with contemporary feminist move-
ments globally, and the broader context of economic modernisation and mass political
organisation in which they developed, as well as highlighting regional particularities,
notably the significance of Catholicism and the championing of domestic and mater-
nal virtues as the basis for claiming new rights within the private and public spheres.
Chapter  examines women, labour and economic modernisation, particularly in in-
dustry and domestic service, and suggests both the opportunities and costs experienced
by working women in the first two-thirds of the twentieth century as well as the
impact such changes had on society more broadly. Chapter  looks at the influence
and role of gender, as well as women’s personal experiences, during the age of
Nationalism and Social Revolution, –. While most of these movements
lacked a clear gender focus, their commitment to bettering the lives of the growing
urban middle and working classes and expansion of public services had a profound
impact on women. Although much research in this field has been done on Mexico,
the selections in the book focus on Argentina, Nicaragua and Cuba. This is to be wel-
comed, although a comparison with Mexico would have helped to further deepen the
discussion and analysis. Nevertheless, the examples chosen, Evita Perón in Argentina
and the revolutionary socialist movements in Cuba and Nicaragua, illustrate very well
many of the characteristics, possibilities, limits and contradictions of gender relations,
changing gender roles and women’s participation in the public sphere during this era
and provide much material for debate.
The selections in the last three chapters of the book reflect not only changes in

Latin American societies after the late s, the rise and fall of military dictatorships
in the context of the Cold War, democratisation and the debt crisis, but also changes
in the paradigms used by historians and social scientists to analyse politics and society
in the ‘postmodern’ era. Chapter  looks at women, gender, military government and
human rights struggles in Chile, Argentina and El Salvador, highlighting both the con-
servative and radical potential of maternalist discourse as well as women’s experiences
under military rule. Chapter  takes up the topic of sex, marriage and family during the
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period of demographic transition in Latin America after . It highlights state
policy, broader cultural shifts and women’s individual choice in limiting family size,
as well as looking at the role of fatherhood and ambivalent attitudes to the
Catholic Church. The final chapter considers women and accelerating ‘globalisation’
after  through transnational ideas and processes such as the maquiladora industry,
immigration, indigenous rights movements and internet use. This collection of read-
ings provides an effective, although necessarily partial, insight into the complexities of
questions of gender, identity and social and political relations in Latin America during
the latter part of the twentieth and early twenty-first century.
Overall this book is an excellent resource for teaching courses on women and gender

in Latin America since independence. It provides a comprehensive overview of gender
in the region in terms of economics, politics, culture, and social relations and high-
lights the role of class, race, nation and state policy in influencing women’s experiences
and identities. It also provides a nuanced introduction to many of the main historio-
graphical questions in the field. It is stronger on the twentieth than the nineteenth
century. A number of countries are omitted entirely, and some areas of study such
as the law and the Hispanic roots of gender differences could perhaps do with
greater examination. It also lacks a principal argument or mode of analysis and
specific historiographical debates are not explicitly explored. However, as an edited
volume that covers two centuries of change and that is designed to provide primary
and secondary material to stimulate discussion and guide students in developing
their own analysis and arguments regarding women and gender in Latin America it
is highly recommended.

SARAH WASHBROOKUniversity College London
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Raúl Mandrini, Jorge Gelman, Pilar González Fernaldo de Quirós, Marcelo
Cavarozzi, Loris Zanatta, Marcos Novaro and Carlos Altamirano with Pablo
Yankelevich, Historia mínima de Argentina (México DF: El Colegio de
México, ), pp. , pb.

Providing a concise introduction to a history as complicated, fascinating and perplex-
ing as that of Argentina is no simple task. But this latest one-volume history offers a
valuable Spanish-language guide for students and others seeking a general orientation
to Argentina’s past. Specialists focused on other Latin American societies could also
benefit from the book’s panoramic view, which may aid in updating stale lectures
and reconsidering familiar assumptions. The contributors to this volume are renowned
figures in the field who draw on decades of teaching and research experience. Although
political history receives the most sustained attention throughout, the book integrates
numerous genres and subfields. Moreover, the volume makes a vast chronological
sweep from around , years ago to the present day, subdivided into ‘four great
moments’: the arrival and consolidation of the original human settlers, the colonial
period, the process of independence and national organisation, and the contemporary
era and recent past (p. ). Within this temporal framework, an introduction and
seven chapters cover major trends and episodes, while explaining key terms for a
broad audience.
The volume begins with a brief introduction by Pablo Yankelevich that paints a

geographic and regional portrait of the territory that we now call Argentina. While
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