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JACOB EMERY was born in Moscow—the small town in Idaho, not the large city 
in Russia—and teaches Slavic and comparative literature at Indiana Univer
sity. He has recently published occasional articles on topics like aerial photog
raphy and Vladimir Sorokin's clone fictions but is primarily engaged in two 
long-term projects: an investigation of metaphorical kinships in European 
modernism and an effort to elaborate a materialist conception of the mise en 
abyme, or text within the text. 

VENELIN I. GANEV is an associate professor of political science and a faculty 
associate of the Havighurst Center for Russian and Post-Soviet Studies at Mi
ami University. His main fields of interest are postcommunist politics, democ
ratization studies, constitutionalism, and modern social theory. His publica
tions have appeared in East European Constitutional Review, the American 
Journal of Comparative Law, the Journal of Democracy, East European Politics 
and Societies, Communist and Post-Communist Studies, Europe-Asia Studies, 
and Comparative Studies in Society and History. He has also contributed chap
ters to several volumes that explore various aspects of institution building 
in contemporary Europe. In 2003-04 Professor Ganev was a national fellow 
at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University. His first book, Preying on the 
State: The Transformation of Postcommunist Bulgaria, was published by Cor
nell University Press in 2007. 

KRISTEN GHODSEE is the director of the Gender and Women's Studies Program 
at Bowdoin College. She is the author of The Red Riviera: Gender, Tourism and 
Postsocialism on the Black Sea (Duke University Press, 2005), Muslim Lives in 
Eastern Europe: Gender, Ethnicity and the Transformation of Islam in Postso-
cialist Bulgaria (Princeton University Press, 2009), Lost in Transition: Ethnog
raphies of Everyday Life after Communism (Duke University Press, 2011), and 
The Left Side of History: World War II and the Unfulfilled Promise of Commu
nism in Eastern Europe (Duke University Press, 2015). In 2012 she won a John 
Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowship for her work in anthro
pology and cultural studies. 

ELISSA HELMS, a cultural anthropologist, is associate professor and head 
of the Department of Gender Studies at the Central European University in 
Budapest, Hungary. She is the author of Innocence and Victimhood: Gender, 
Nation, and Women's Activism in Postwar Bosnia-Herzegovina (University of 
Wisconsin Press, 2013) and coeditor, with Xavier Bougarel and Ger Duijzings, 
of The New Bosnian Mosaic: Identities, Memories, and Moral Claims in a Post
war Society (Ashgate, 2007). 

JAMES LOEFFLER is associate professor of history at the University of Virginia 
and a 2013-14 Dean's Visiting Scholar on an Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
New Directions Fellowship at Georgetown University Law Center. He is the 
author of The Most Musical Nation: Jews and Culture in the Late Russian Em
pire (Yale University Press, 2010). 

Slavic Review 73, no. 3 (Fall 2014) 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0037677900027479 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0037677900027479


REBECCA REICH is university lecturer in Russian literature and culture in the 
Department of Slavonic Studies at the University of Cambridge. Her research 
interests include twentieth-century Russian literature and culture and the 
history of science, medicine, print culture, and law. She is currently complet
ing a book about psychiatric and literary conceptions of insanity in the late 
Soviet period. 

LAURENCE H. MILLER is senior Slavic bibliographer and professor in the Inter
national and Area Studies Library, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. 
His current area of research involves the Perlstein Czech fine press collection 
in the Rare Book and Manuscript Library. From 1975 to 1989 and from 1997 to 
the present he has edited the annual reference book section in Slavic Review. 

ALEXANDER SPEKTOR is an assistant professor of Russian literature at the 
University of Georgia, Athens. His interests include the relationship between 
literature and moral philosophy, twentieth-century Russian literature, and 
translation. He has previously published articles on Fedor Dostoevskii, Wi-
told Gombrowicz, and Osip Mandel'shtam. At present, Dr. Spektor is working 
on his first monograph, The Reader as Accomplice: Narrative Ethics in Dosto-
evsky, Gombrowicz, and Nabokov. 

JULIA VAINGURT is associate professor in the Department of Slavic and Bal
tic Languages and Literatures, University of Illinois at Chicago. The author 
of Wonderlands of the Avant-Garde: Technology and the Arts in Russia of the 
1920s (Northwestern University Press, 2013), she has published widely on 
Russian modernism. She is currently working on a book project that explores 
weakness as an aesthetic strategy in Russian literature of the Cold War era. 
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