
considers issues not always related to ethnic, national, or religious identity, which has in the
past been all too evident in studies of Ireland’s penal age and golden era. While these were of
course issues that did emerge on occasion in this book, it is also very much a study of vio-
lence and protest as a manner by which the population vented at the onerous taxation burden
and as one chapter is titled, ‘collective bargaining by riot’.

Watt’s book is divided into two parts. The first is concerned with the various aspects of
policing. In the first chapter he describes the operation of local law enforcement groups
that varied according to location, usefulness, and cost to the state. In the first instance,
there are those that Watt terms the ‘civil law enforcers in a “self-policing” society’: the
local justices of the peace, constables (who were, perhaps, sometimes women), watchmen,
sheriffs, all acting occasionally with a posse comitatus or public by-standers, giving rise
to a willingness to enforce the laws that were popular and within the framework of a self-
policing society. This is followed by chapters on the use of, and the challenges of using,
the army and also the militia in regular policing roles in the eighteenth century, but also
in their engagement with houghing and agrarian protest, and tories and rapparees. This
allowsWatt to build on recent works on the growth of the fiscal-military state and particularly
barrack-building and military deployment in early eighteenth-century Ireland.

Part Two consists of five chapters, each dealing with particular aspects of popular protest
and the reaction of authorities to it. The first of these is the study of the mob, both the self-
directed and self-interested mob, frequently community-led, and the mob controlled from
above. This is followed by an examination of mob and protest culture in Ireland and the
extent to which theories from other states and times might be applicable, particularly
those of E. P. Thompson’s ‘moral economy’, which is undertaken in a convincing manner.
Two chapters then deal with riot and rescue as an anti-taxation expression by Irish commu-
nities as Irish military spending put increasing strain on the kingdom, as well as consideration
of protest and riot as a reflection of the difficulties in industrial relations in eighteenth-century
Ireland’s proto-industrial development. The final chapter is concerned with gangs, authority,
and corruption in Dublin. Of particular interest is the issue of policing and prison corruption,
taken and given serious consideration by both the Irish house of commons and eighteenth-
century news outlets.

Source material for this book is wide ranging. The output of Dublin and London’s busy
newspaper trade has informed the book well, as has the wide spread of manuscript sources
used. The minutes of the revenue commissioners to be found in the National Archives at Kew
are particularly revealing. This employment of a relatively broad array of sources has given
the work a well-rounded feel, and the reader’s trust in the author is assured. Avery positive
aspect of this book is that aside from being a fine study of policing in its own right, it also
opens up further, from different angles than sometimes traditionally viewed, the study of
inter-denominational relations, class interactions, as well as studies of the relationship
between society and the ever-growing state. Watt does an exceptional job at pulling together
all of the divergent strands that make up this book, and he presents his convincing and per-
ceptive conclusions in an eloquent manner. There is no doubt that this superb work will
remain relevant for a long time to come, and a must-read for anyone interested in crime,
policing, protest, and the difficult interaction between the state, its agents, and the subject
in the eighteenth century.
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MONKSGRANGE: PORTRAIT OF AN IRISH HOUSE AND FAMILY, 1769–1969. By Philip Bull.
Pp 269. Dublin: Four Courts Press. 2019. €50.

Philip Bull writes that the history of Monksgrange ‘is well worth the telling’; despite not
being the story of a particularly large estate, or famous family. Completing the portrait of
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Monksgrange and the Richards, Orpen and now Hill families (the property passed through
the female line twice) was no small undertaking. The author, firstly, over a period of eight
years, archived the family’s vast papers, including over 15,000 letters. The resulting book
is much more than an architectural or genealogical study, it is an exemplary example of
the rich threads which can be found within such houses and will be of interest to researchers
of many strands of Irish and family history.

The book is not structured entirely chronologically, but instead is centred on Edward
Richards-Orpen, landlord at Monksgrange from 1860–1900, with later chapters dealing
with his descendants, and chapter three stretching back to the building of the house and
the family’s flight during the 1798 rebellion. Changing parent-child relationships and expec-
tations are explored in detail over five generations, particularly at flash points where two adult
generations overlapped in the house; something which might be worthy of broader explor-
ation among gentry and big farming classes.

Edward was a second son, and it is a strength of the book that his time before his inher-
itance working as an engineer and later homesteading on the Kansas frontier during the
American Civil War is dealt with fully. This sheds light on the experience of the often over-
looked younger son within the Irish ascendancy, who so often left Ireland to find fortune or
adventure. His experience demonstrates a certain fluidity of class and comfort; his self-built
wooden house was more primitive than the homes of the more prosperous tenants on his
brother John’s estate in Wexford (pp 44–5). When John died unmarried, childless and rela-
tively young of tuberculosis, Edward, as later his daughter and grandson would, came home
to modernise and manage the house and estate.

The family was not generally absentee, but the book reveals how international a gentry
family might be. Almost every generation spent some time living in England; Edward’s
daughter Adela lived in America, was educated in Paris, Lausanne and Sienna, and spent fif-
teen years in England. Many were interested in international movements; most extremely
Edward’s great granddaughter spent time at Hitler Youth camps (pp 232–6) before she
died suddenly aged 23. Bull is generous enough to suppose that she might have changed
her views if she had lived a little longer (p. 232).

Monksgrange is invaluable in exploring the possibilities for women, and men, from this
background; such as managing estates, travelling solo through theMiddle East, giving speak-
ing tours in favour of unionism, embarking on artistic literary and musical careers, becoming
the first registered female jockey, and indeed completing physically demanding horse and
cattle management on the American prairie – while a child of nine. Dorothea Richards,
like many unknown gentry women, managed the estate for nearly forty years through her
husband’s untimely death, her sons’ childhood, her eldest son’s incompetence, and her
second son’s six-year-long reluctance to take on the estate. The author also did not underesti-
mate the role played by Adelia Gates, the American woman who acted as surrogate mother to
the widowed Edward’s young daughter.

This book demonstrates that the papers of the gentry class can provide detailed insights
into their views on marriage. With over 100 personal diaries to analyse, each complemented
with letters and legal documents, it was possible to access details of their emotions. This fam-
ily made a number of decisions which did not fit altogether with the material interests of their
estate. Edward’s grandfather refused to marry a cousin whowould have brought with her con-
siderable land because, in Edward’s words, she was ‘ugly and demented’ (p. 68). A great-
grandfather gave away land to his mistress (p. 61). His half-brother caused scandal as he
left his, as their mother described her, ‘wicked and drunken wife’ (p. 111) to elope.
Edward’s mother’s second marriage was problematic as she married her sister’s widowed
husband; the pair had to travel to Scotland to marry to avoid any illegality. Much later,
Edward’s great-grandson, John, carried out a long-term affair with a married woman,
Esther Bishop, who was head of the Irish Country Women’s Association, eventually marry-
ing her when she was widowed, but too late for them to produce an heir (p. 246). Emotions
were not always to be trumped by duty.

The family never slavishly followed expectations. Edward firmly believed ‘that indissol-
uble marriage is a bad institution’ (p. 82) and also railed against organised religion, and the
flaws he saw in his own sex (drunkenness, violence and misogyny), class (snobbishness,
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cowardliness) and race (slave ownership). He promoted his own version of women’s rights,
particularly as regards dress reform, eventually designing and making clothes for his second
wife. He did not attempt to shield his daughter from knowledge of the worst aspects of
humanity, warning her ‘999 men in 1000 believe intercourse between the sexes wrong with-
out marriage & they despise the woman that permits it … The whole life of the woman is
poisoned & destroyed’ (p. 22).

Bull is to be commended for attempting to map all of the women connected to this family;
even those who might have had their lives destroyed in this way (pp 7, 105–6). At the age of
twenty-four, Edward married a fifteen-year-old American girl, Sarah Tisdale, whowas ‘with-
out fortune, without family’, and pregnant with his son (p. 22). In 1874, when his
much-younger servant, Kitty Sinnott, was pregnant with his child he did not offer to
marry her as he had Sarah (who had sadly died with two of her children of diphtheria and
scarlet fever) – perhaps moral codes were no match for social expectations when in
Ireland. This pregnancy and their child, who was born in Florence and adopted in Ireland,
were kept secret. It is remarkable to read self-critical letters from Kitty (pp 103–5).

This family navigated multiple upheavals; from the 1798 rebellion through to the Land
War, home rule, the First World War, raids during the Civil War, acclimatising to and even-
tually embracing a new state with a member of the Seanad for Fine Gael residing at
Monksgrange. Each upheaval is explored, but the personalities and relationships within
the house rightly remain at the heart of this work. The reader is left with a portrait of this
sometimes flawed family’s friendships, marriages, and other relationships spanning gener-
ational, gender, class and geographical boundaries. It is a story well worth the reading.
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CIVIC IDENTITYAND PUBLIC SPACE: BELFAST SINCE 1780. By Dominic Bryan and S. J. Connolly,
with John Nagle. Pp x, 238. Manchester: Manchester University Press. 2019. £ 80.00.

It is almost 200 years since George Benn produced the first draft of his history of Belfast. Few
followed him for a century and a half, but in the last fifty years, as if to make up for this, the
quality and range of historical writing on Belfast has been more extensive, more probing and
more innovative than for any other Irish city. Belfast’s uniquely tortured history is only part
of the explanation; the local presence of urban-minded scholars and the development of a
superb regional archive have also been major factors. The finest showpiece of this literature
is the volume of essays Belfast 400: people, place and history (Liverpool, 2013), conceived,
edited and partly written by S. J. Connolly. It marked the four-hundreth anniversary of
Belfast’s incorporation, but had none of the trappings of an official history.

The current volume, in which Connolly is co-editor and author of some two-thirds of the
text, is, one suspects, an additional dividend of that project. But where Belfast 400 was lus-
ciously endowed with colour maps and contemporary images, here there is a severe map def-
icit, and readers would dowell to keep their (much cheaper) copy of the earlier volume on the
table. The new work is intellectually more ambitious and it raises many issues of wider
import. Connolly’s contribution spans nearly 200 years, his co-authors (Nagle a sociologist
and Bryan an anthropologist) concentrating on the last sixty, but their common concern is the
development, control and uses of public space in the town of Belfast since the growth spurt of
the 1780s, and how access to supposedly neutral space was controlled, challenged and modi-
fied over the long run.

It is a highly ambitious assignment and proves to be most revealing. Although covering
familiar ground on segregation, policing, sectarian conflict and the emergence of ‘Orange
democracy’, the distinctive focus on public space prompts new questions. It appears that
Belfast in its early industrial phase had little enough such space, lacking until the 1850s
major public buildings, precincts or meeting places other than its markets, churches and
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