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1. Introduction
We study the three-dimensional magnetohydrodynamics (3D MHD) equations
u—Au+ (u-V)u—(b-V)b+ Vr =0,
by — Ab+ (u-V)b— (b-V)u=0, in Qr:= 0N x[0,T), (1.1)
divu =0, divb =0,

where {2 is a bounded domain with smooth boundary in R3. Here, u: Qr — R? is
the flow velocity vector, b: Q7 — R? is the magnetic vector and 7 = p—i—%|b|2 QT —
R is the total pressure. We consider the initial-boundary-value problem of (1.1),
which requires initial conditions

u(z,0) =up(xz) and b(x,0) =bo(z), =z €1, (1.2)
together with the boundary conditions defined as follows: either
u=0 and b-n=0, (Vxb) xn=0 (1.3)

or
u-n=0, (Vxu)xn=0 and b-n=0, (Vxb)xn=0. (1.4)

Here, n is the outward unit normal vector along the boundary 0f2. The initial
conditions satisfy the compatibility condition, i.e. V - ug(xz) =0 and V - by(x) = 0.
The notion of weak solutions will be introduced in definition 2.2.
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The MHD equations describe the dynamics of the interaction of electrically con-
ducting fluids and electromagnetic forces, for example, plasma and liquid metals
(see, for example, [7]).

DEFINITION 1.1. A weak solution pair (u,b) of the 3D MHD equations (1.1), (1.2)
with boundary conditions (1.3) or (1.4) is regular in Q7 provided that [|u|| e (g,)+
16l L (@) < oo

In this paper, we list only some results relevant to our concerns. It has been
shown that global weak solutions for the MHD equations exist in finite energy space
(see [8]) and classical solutions can exist locally in time in a 3D space. Namely, the
weak solutions exist globally in time (see [8]); however, as shown in [16], if weak
solutions (u,b) are additionally in L>(0,T; H*(R?)), they become regular in the
3D case. In view of the regularity conditions in Lorentz space, He and Wang proved
in [11] that a weak solution pair (u,b) becomes regular in the presence of a certain
type of integral condition, typically referred to as Serrin’s condition, namely, u €
L%°°(0,T; LP>°(R3)) with 3/p+2/q < 1 and p > 3, or Vu € L9°°(0,T; LP-°°(R3))
with 3/p+2/q < 2 and p > 3/2. These results are restricted to the problem for the
whole space.

Our study is motivated by the work of He and Wang [11], that is, we obtain the
regularity conditions for a weak solution to the 3D MHD equations (1.1)—(1.4) in
a 3D bounded domain. In particular, for bounded domains, the difficulty lies in
treating the pressure. For this, we consider the vorticity equations for the 3D MHD
equations to avoid the estimate of terms containing the pressure term. Our proof
is based on a priori estimates for the vorticities w := V x w and j := V x b. On
the other hand, to deal with the pressure, we use the Stokes estimate for the Stokes
systems (see lemma A.1).

Our main results reads as follows.

THEOREM 1.2. Suppose that (u,b) is a weak solution of (1.1), (1.2) with initial
condition ug, by € H'(£2) and boundary condition (1.3) or (1.4). If the velocity u
satisfies

we L0, T); IP2(2)), S+2-1 3<p<oo, (1.5)
p

then (u,b) is reqular in Q.

The proof of this part is almost same as that in [12, theorem 1]. Furthermore, we
modify it by replacing the Sobolev norm for a velocity v by the Lorentz norm via
the interpolation theorem. For the convenience of the reader, we include the proof
in the appendix.

THEOREM 1.3. Suppose that (u,b) is a weak solution of (1.1), (1.2) with the initial
condition ug,bg € H'(£2) and boundary condition (1.4). If the vorticity w satisfies

3 2 3
weLq((O,T)7LP,N(Q)), 5+§:27 §<p<007

then (u,b) is reqular in Q.
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REMARK 1.4. In theorems 1.2 and 1.3 we do not obtain results like

) 2
S Lq’OO(O,T;Lp’OO(RS)% §+ -<1, p>3,
b q
or
2
w € LT(0,T; LP>°(R?)), §+ -<2,p> §.
P q 2

Unfortunately, the argument in [6, 14] has not worked in our proof. However, in
case of the whole space, we can get the result above. Its proof is contained in a
forthcoming paper because of technical reasons to do with the results.

This paper is organized as follows. In §2 we recall the notion of weak solutions
and review some known results. In § 3 we present the proof of theorem 1.3. Lastly, in
the appendix we give a proof of the regularity condition for the vorticity in the 3D
MHD equations in Sobolev space via a different method to that in [4, theorem 1.4].

2. Preliminaries

In this section we collect notation and definitions used throughout this paper. We
also recall some lemmas that are useful for our analysis. Let {2 be a bounded open
domain with smooth boundary 92 in R”, n > 3, and let I = (0,7 be a finite time-
interval. For 1 < ¢ < oo, W*4(£2) indicates the usual Sobolev space with standard
norm || - ||x.q, i.-e. W*9(02) = {u € L9(Q2): D®u € LY($2), 0 < |a| < k}. In the case
in which ¢ = 2, we write W*4(£2) as H*(£2). Also, we denote {f € L?(£2): V-f = 0}
by L2(£2). All generic constants will be denoted by C, which may vary from line to
line.

2.1. Lorentz space
Let m(¢,t) be the Lebesgue measure of the set {z € £2: |p(x)| > t}, i.e.
m(p,t) :=m{z € 2: |p(x)] > t}.

We denote the Lorentz space by LP*4(§2) with 1 < p, ¢ < oo and with the norm [18]

> ae\1
([ oot ¥) " <o ror1<q<m,
[ollLra(o) = 0 (2.1)
SuP{t(m(%tDl/p} <00 for ¢ = oo.

>0

The Lorentz space LP>*°({2) is also called the weak LP({2) space, with norm equiv-
alent to

1flgomq = sup  |@2]Ha / (@) de. (2.2)
0<|2|<oc0 (9]

Following [18], the Lorentz space LP'4(£2) may be defined by real interpolation
methods as
LPa(82) = (L7 (2), LP(£2)) g (2.3)
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with
1 11—« a
- = +—, 1<p1<p<pz<@
p P1 b2

From the interpolation method above, we note that

L2/®=D2(0) = (L*(02), L8(2))32p.2- (2.4)

We also need the Holder inequality in Lorentz spaces (see [15]).

LEMMA 2.1. Assume that 1 < p1, p2 < 00, 1 < ¢1, @2 < o0 and u € LPL1((2),
v € LP2%2((2). Then uv € LP% q3(_Q) with

1 1 1 1 1
—=—4— and —<—+—,
p3 'pl P2 a3 a1 q2
and the inequality
[uv||Lrs.as (@) < Cllullperar (@)l[v]|Lr2a2 () (2.5)

1s valid.
‘We recall first the definition of weak solutions.

DEFINITION 2.2 (weak solutions). Let ug, by € L2(£2). We say that (u,b) is a weak
solution of (1.1) if u and b satisfy the following.

(i) We have
u € L¥([0,T); L*(£2)) n L*([0,T); H' (2)),
be Loo([ovT);LQ(Q)) n L2([07T); Hl(“(2>)

(ii) (u,b) satisfies (1.1) in the sense of distributions; that is,

/ /< +A¢+ (u- V)¢>udxdt+/nuo¢x0 /OT gb V)¢bdz dt,

T
/ / < +Ad+ (u- V)d))bdx dt + / bop(z,0)dz = (b-V)pudzdt
2 0 2

for all ¢ € C§°(§2 x [0,T)) with div¢ = 0, and

/u~V¢dx:0, /b~V¢dx:0
Q o)
for every ¢ € C§°(12).

2.2. Useful inequalities

Next, we recall a Gagliardo—Nirenberg inequality (see, for example, [13, theo-
rem 2.2]).

LEMMA 2.3. Let 2 be a bounded domain in R™, n > 1, and let 052 be locally
Lipschitz. Assume that v € W'P(£2) and [,udx = 0. For every fired number
p,q =1 and r > 1, there exists a constant C = C(n,p,r, 2) such that

lullzay < ClIVull Lo o) lull (o) (2.6)
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<1 1)(1 1 1)1
g=(-—=)[(=—-=4+2) .
T q n p T

Next, we recall an estimate regarding to the gradient vector (see [19]).

where p,q > 1, and

LEMMA 2.4. Let 2 be a bounded domain in R®. Suppose that u € WP(£2) for some
1< p<oo withu-n=0 on df2. Then the following estimate is satisfied:

IVullLe2y < CUIV - ullpr2) + |V X ullLr0))-

Next, we recall estimates regarding smooth vector fields under the slip boundary
condition (see [2, lemma 2.2], [3, theorem 2.1] and [5, lemmas 2.1 and 2.2]).

LEMMA 2.5. Let £2 be a smooth domain in R3. Then, for each ¢ > 1 and regular
smooth vector fields f, the following hold.

(a) We have
| Ar. a-2 4 _1 g—2 24 4(q —2) /22 4
[ararae = [iprwspae s 222 [ vieep

7/ F72(n -V f)f - £ dS.
o

(b) Moreover, using the vector identity,

(n-V)f-f=(-V)f-n+(Vxf)xn)f,

we can also deduce that

| Ar. 9-2 4 _1 g—2 24 4(q —2) /22 4
[arairzae = [ ek 222 [ vieep

= [ 1 V) s
o1

= [ 1@ x p xmsas:
o1

LEMMA 2.6. Assume that u is reqular enough and satisfies the boundary condition
(1.4) on 002. Then the following identity for w = V x u holds true:

ow
~ 5 W = (E13kE10y + €2k + E3jkEasn Jwjwedkny  on O,

where €5, denotes the totally antisymmetric tensor such that (a x b) = €1;xa;bs.
In particular,

/Aw-wdxé—/ |Vw|2dx+0/ lw|* dz.
o) Q EYe)
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3. Proof of theorem 1.3

As mentioned in the introduction, to eliminate the pressure term we consider the
vorticity equation

—Aw+(u-Vw—(u-Vw—(b-V)j+ (4 V)b—()

—Aj+ (u-V)j— (G- VIu— (b V)w+ (w- V)b =2F(Vb, W%} .

where

82b . 83U — 83b . Ggu
F(Vb,Vu) = | 93b-0yu—b-0su |, w=V X u, j=V xb.
81b . 82’LL — 82[) 81u

Proof of theorem 1.3. First, we prove theorem 1.3 under the condition (1.5). Mul-
tiplying the first equation of (3.1) by w and the second equation of (3.1) by j,
integrating over {2 and adding them, we have

1d

— 2 ;|2 2 -2
53t (WP + U+ [ (Vul +[95P)

ow . . aj .
< [ tol9ul ol + \w]+/ 117l 1] + ‘J‘
/| b\|w|+/|w Vb>||g|+2/|FVu o) ]

= IIl + IIQ + 113 + II4 + II5 + 116 + II77

where we use lemmas 2.5 and 2.6. Using Holder’s inequality, lemmas 2.1, 2.3 and 2.4,
the interpolation inequality for Lorentz space, and Young’s inequality, the terms
II; and II; are estimated as follows:

1L < [Vl oo ) 020000200

3 3
< cnwumm w32y Vw7,

2. 2 3
ClVull 2 o w30 +m||w||i2(m

2 2 3
Hwn;;{;g’m Nwll22(0) + 551 Vw320

//\

and

17 < [|Vullpe. @)l L2r/ -0 2@ I VOll 20/ 012 ()

2 2p—3
< IVl 0 i a2l 2 o-1.2(0)

3 3
< OVl ol 720 IV o)

N

2. 2 3 .
OVl 2D 513 20y + 551 Vil 200

2 2p—3
< Il E0D 13120 + 551V l32(0)-
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Through a similar method to that used for II; and II7, we obtain
I + II5 + IT5 + ITg + 117
2 2p—3 . .
< IVl E0 0 (w320 + 13113 2c) + SUIVWI200) + [ Vil32()-

Next, we can easily estimate IIs. Indeed, we use the trace theorem (see, for example,
[9, pp. 257-258]) and smoothness of the boundary to obtain

0
II, g/ ww‘ < C/ lwl?. (3.2)
o0 | On 0
Similarly, we estimate II4 as follows:
9j
11, g/ =L ‘ gc/ 1712 (3.3)
o0 |On 2
Summing up the estimates 11y, Ilo, ..., II7, we obtain
1d , 1 . 2p/(2p—3 :
sa | QP+ 5 [ (9l +195P) < ) [ (b + 1),
2dt Jo 2 /o o
(3.4)
Applying Gronwall’s inequality to (3.4), we have the desired result. O
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Appendix A.
A.1. Stokes system

We consider the following Stokes system, which is the linearized Navier—Stokes
equations,

vu—Av+Vp=f dive=0, inQr:=02x(0,7T) (A1)

with initial data v(z,0) = vo(x). As in (1.3) and (1.4), the boundary data of v are
again assumed to be either no-slip or slip conditions, namely,

v(z,t) =0, x €012, (A2)

or

v.n=0, (Vxuv)xn=0, xz€df. (A3)

Next, we recall maximal estimates of the Stokes system in terms of mixed norms
(see [10, theorem 5.1] and [17, theorem 1.2] for no-slip and slip boundary cases,
respectively).

https://doi.org/10.1017/50308210517000476 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0308210517000476

600 J.-M. Kim
1-1/m,m

LEMMA A.1. Let 1 < l,m < oco. Suppose that f € le(QT) and vg € D, ,
where D1 L/mm s 4 Banach space with the norm (see for example, [10])

D)

= {w e L (),
>0 e\
g = ol + [l el ) < oo,
0

where A is the Stokes operator (see [10,17] for the details). If (v, p) is the solution
of the Stokes system (A 1) satisfying one of the boundary conditions (A 2) or (A 3),
then the following estimate is satisfied:
el m + IV 0lztm m +IVPI L7 @
< CHf”LL’f{”(QT) + Hv0||D1171/m,m(m. (A4)

Since

D; ™M 02) = [Li(92), WH ()11 fmms

we note that ||v0||D1 e (g) < lvollwiiy (see, for evample, [1, ch. 7]) and,
therefore, ||v0||D1 V(g W (A 4) can be replaced by ||vo|lw.i(g)-

A.2. Proof of theorem 1.2

In [12, proposition 1], we are shown the following result.
Let 1 € ¢ < oo and introduce a function space X/ defined as follows:

X,?:{f:.Qx[O,t)H]R3

I fllxa = ﬁm:‘:lp ILf (T llwrac2) + 1 flLao,0w2a0) < OO}-

PROPOSITION A.2 (local existence). Let 3 < ¢ < oo and let £2 be either a bounded
domain in R3 or a half-space Rﬁ_. There exists Timax € (0,00], the mazimal time of
ezistence, such that if ug,by € H'(2) N Wh4(02), then there is a unique solution
pair (u,b) in (1.1) with boundary conditions (1.3) or (1.4) satisfying u,b € X{ for
any t < Thax-

Proof of theorem 1.2. We argue by contradiction. Suppose that 7™ is the first time
of singularity with 7% < T. Then u and b must satisfy, for any § > 0,

lim sup(||u(-, t)“ii + 116, 2) ||Zii)
t AT+

T lim ( / |||VU('aT)||U('aT)|||%g+|||Vb('a7)||b('a7)|||2Lg>:00~ (45)

t T \ e
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Multiplying the first equation of (1.1) by |u|?u, the equation of the magnetic field
by |b|?b, integrating over §2 and summing the above estimates, we have

1d
(ol 101Y) + [ (VP + (95 + 5 [ (VPR + (902)
4dt 0 2 Jq

—/ V7r|u|2u—/ bV(|u\2u)b—/ bV ([b2b)u

1 D IRTIRAICORE o JRINY OOt

i,j=1 i,j=1

Let € be a sufficiently small positive number, which will be specified later. Inte-
grating (A 6) in time over (T — ¢, 7) for any 7 with T* —e < 7 < T™, we observe
that

1

1/0% DIt + b n>dx—f/Xm<T*—aﬁ+qu*—amdx

/ / |Vu|? |u\2dxdt—|—/ / |Vb|?|b]? dz dt
+ = / /|V|u|2|2dxdt+ / /|V|b|2|2d:1:dt
T*—¢ T*—e J 2
</ /|V7T| |u|2|u\dxdt+/ /\b|2|u| lul |[Vu|dx dt
T*—e J 2 T*—e J 2
+/ /|b|2|u| |b||Vb|dxdt+/ /\u|3|vu|da:dt
*—e T*—e J 2
/ /|b| |Vb| dz dt
T*—¢

=I1+1II4+1I+1IV 4+ V.

For convenience, we denote 2 x (T* — &,7) by Q.. Using Holder’s inequality, the
first term I can be estimated as

"
1</ 19l 2 162 222 ] 0o
T*—¢

r
< C/T IVl 2 a1 22 11V 1?1 2 | s
*—e

2 4
<OVl 2@ IVl & Ml o=y lzs sup Jlul, O],
T*—e<t<Tt x

where § = 2/q. For convenience, we denote
[u( T = &)llwr2ce)
by C.. Using the estimate (A 4), we continue to estimate I as

(- Vull 2@, + 10~ Vbl 22, ) +C2)
2) 4
< IVl Mlell ey lysupJluC, )17
T*—e<t<Tt
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2 1 4
<l Vull35 o Mullz= o)l s ul, )|
T*—e<t<Tt

2 4
+ CNBIIVH 2@ IV 161 & Nl el sup )z
T*—e T

3
2) 4
+CC IV IS QS Mullz~ollg swp Ju DI (A7)

k=1 —e<t<T

Next we estimate II. Following similar computations to those for I, we get

we [ [ pPullva
T*—e J 2

3
2) 4
<O llVellza@n IVIE IS @ iz ~ollz sup (I

k=1 —e<

(A8)
In the same manner, we estimate III:
3
2 4
1< C Y |[blIVbllz2n VIS & Il o= oylls sup [bCOI7A"

b1 T*—e<t<T

(A9)

For IV and V, using Holder’s inequality, we have
IV +V < Ce2(||ul|Vull2iq,)  sup Jul-1)]I7
T*—e<t<T

+ [[oIVOlll L2 (@) 5P Ib( )1Z)-

—e<t<T
Summing up (A 7)—(A9) and using Young’s inequality, we obtain

1 1

1 (et de £ b de = § [ (ul T =)+ T = 61 da

+/ / |Vu|? |u\2dxdt+/ / |Vb|?(b|* da dt
T*—¢ T*—¢
/ /|V|u| 2dzdt+ 1 / /|V|b|2|2dxdt
T*—e *—g

2 1 4
< CllullvallE Q) Ml g =olly_sw _ u Dl

2 4
+ CJ|IblIVBI 22 | T 1ul 1% o Pl o= (el o L LGOI A

4
+ OV P Mllz=ellzg_ sup fluc, )24

—e<t<T

2 4
+ Cllul Vull 2o IV I QY lull iz o llzg_ sup b, )74

*F—e<t<T

+ ClIblVbll2 @ VI s Ml = (e s sup oG, )1

—e<t<T

+CE (| ul[Vullag.) swp [l o)l

—e<t<1
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+1oIVbll|z2q,)  sup  [Ib(,0)]Zs)
T* —e<t<T
< slllullVallZa g,y + 3 l1BIVDIIZ2q,) + CC2

+ Ol llos +2)(_swp JuCDld+  swp bl )-
T*—e<t<T T*—e<t<T ’

Since the above estimate holds for all ¢ with T* — ¢ < t < 7, we obtain

sup (GOl + ) + [ [ () + V8PP do

T*—e<t<T

b3 [ [ ATPE VR ds e
T*—e J 2
</ |u(~,T*—5)|4dx+/ b(-, T* — &)[* dz + CC2
(9] 2

bzl +( swp a0k + sup [ 0lL,):
T*—e<t<T T*—e<t<rT

With sufficiently small ¢ so that (||[|uflzz.)llL2 +¢) < 1/2C with a constant C
in the above estimate, we have

e ) + I Ol g, + IV ulul B
+ 3Bl (o, + 3IVIuP 32, + SIVIE IR0
< 2(ul T~ &)[da o + 66T = €)[4s() + CC2.

For simplicity, we denote 2 x (T* —e,T*) by Q.. Since 7 is arbitrary with 7 < T*,
we obtain

a3y + I0C Ol g, + 3 Vullul ey
+ 3 lIVBIBlIZ2 () + 5 IVIuPlZe ) + 2 IVIPIZ2 0. < C

where C'is a constant depending on |lu(-,T* — €)||w1.2(). This is contrary to the
hypothesis of (A 5). Therefore, T* cannot be a maximal time of existence less than
or equal to T'. This completes the proof. O
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