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ABSTRACT. The Characteres Generum Plantarum of Johann Reinhold Forster and Georg Forster was the principal
printed botanical work emanating from James Cook’s second voyage of 1772–1775. The printing most frequently
encountered is a 31.2 cm quarto dated 1776 that was probably run off in several hundred copies. A single 1775 quarto
was recently discovered. Also produced was a well-known but very rare 47.5 cm folio. In this first-ever census of
folio copies, two dated 1775 and 14 dated 1776 are verified; their locations, descriptions, and provenances are detailed
herein.

Introduction and Background

The second voyage of James Cook (1728–1779) in Res-
olution and Adventure took place from 1772 to 1775.
The primary objective was a high south latitude circum-
navigation in search of the terra australis incognita; the
voyage is thus justly regarded as the first dedicated effort
to explore the Antarctic regions. While Cook and his
men never saw the Antarctic continent, they were first
to cross the Antarctic Circle and reached 71°10’ S; an
open ocean encircled the globe to the limit of the polar
sea ice, proving that no previously known lands could
have been part of the hypothesised southern land. At
lower latitudes, the ships’ parties visited the Cape Verde
Islands, Cape Town, the South Island of New Zealand,
Tasmania, numerous islands of the South Pacific, Easter
Island, the Marquesas Islands, and Tierra del Fuego; they
rediscovered South Georgia, accomplishing the first land-
ing there, and discovered most of the South Sandwich
Islands; they called at St. Helena and Ascension during
the final return to England. Important discoveries were
made in the fields of hydrography, astronomy, botany,
zoology, and anthropology.

The naturalist Joseph Banks (1743–1820) and bot-
anist Daniel Solander (1733–1782) had accompanied
Cook on his first voyage of 1768–1771. They assembled
remarkable collections for which Banks achieved sen-
sational fame. He was to have accompanied the second
voyage as chief naturalist until his demands for support
staff, space, and ship modifications proved too much for
the Admiralty, and they had a falling out.

At short notice, Johann Reinhold Forster (1729–
1798), of German origin, living in London, with back-
grounds in science and theology, was invited to join, but
provisioning and salary would be modest. He accepted
on the condition he could bring as assistant his 17-
year-old son Johann George Adam Forster (1754–1794)
(known both as George and Georg, but better the latter
in this context to distinguish him from George Forster,
the contemporary English traveler and civil servant of the
East India Company). The young man was exceptionally

bright, enthusiastic, and of even temperament, and he was
a very good artist.

During an early stop at Cape Town, J.R. Forster met
Anders Sparrman (1748–1820), a Swedish naturalist who
had studied under the great botanist and father of bino-
mial nomenclature Carl Linnaeus (1707–1778). The elder
Forster was aware he and his son lacked expertise in bot-
any and could benefit from having Sparrman join them.
Cook accepted under the condition that Forster provide
salary and support. Sparrman collected and described
most of the botanical specimens, Georg illustrated them,
and Forster supervised (Edgar 1969: 312). The lives of
the two Forsters, Sparrman, and their botanical work have
been examined at length by a number of authors including
Michael Hoare, Harold St. John, Elmer Merrill, Rolf Du
Rietz, and Dan Nicolson and F. Raymond Fosberg.

As remarkable as the voyage’s achievements were,
the history is all the more colourful on account of the
elder Forster himself, brilliant but often impetuous and
disagreeable, who, despite his manner, contributed vastly
to the scientific successes of the voyage. The great Cook
biographer J.C. Beaglehole (1961: xlii) grudgingly ad-
mitted that Forster was learned and intellectual, possess-
ing ‘some geniality’, but was more persuaded that he was
‘dogmatic, humourless, suspicious, pretentious, conten-
tious, censorious, demanding, rheumatic . . . a problem
from any angle’. Hoare (1976) and Nicolson and Fos-
berg (2003), however, have delivered less impassioned
and more even-handed assessments of the misunderstood
genius. Georg often found himself having to serve both
as willing messenger of his father’s views and voice in
his defence.

The complete Latin title of the principal botan-
ical work emanating from the voyage is Characteres
Generum Plantarum, quas in Itinere ad Insulas Maris
Australi, Collegerunt, Descripserunt, Delinearunt, Anni
MDCCLXXII–MDCCLXXV, the translation of which is
Characterisation of the types of plants collected, de-
scribed, and delineated during a voyage to islands of
the Southern Ocean, in the years 1772–1775. The elder
Forster recognised only himself and his son as authors on
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the title leaf, a regrettable oversight because Sparrman’s
contributions were obvious and substantial, as Forster
himself acknowledged in the Præfatio. The Forsters had
parted with Sparrman at the Cape of Good Hope on
27 April 1775 on amiable terms, Georg referring to him
as one ‘whose heart had endeared him to all’ (Forster
1777, II: 555). There were to be further publications
concerning the botany of the voyage: G. Forster’s doc-
toral dissertation at the University of Halle De Plantis
Esculentis Insularum Oceani Australis (1786), Florulae
Insularum Australium Prodromus (1786) that was dedic-
ated to Sparrman and gave details of plants not covered in
Characteres, and articles in scientific journals (Fosberg
1993: 81). J.R. Forster compiled Enchiridion Historiae
Naturali Inserviens (1788) concerning botany and other
subjects. However, Characteres, with its detailed de-
scriptions of new genera and life-sized illustrations on
78 plates, is prominent among these publications not-
withstanding occasional criticism that diminutive plants
would better have been illustrated in larger-than-life size.
While some of the plants had already been described
by Banks and Solander, Characteres gave first accounts
of numerous genera from Tahiti, the Marquesas, Tonga,
New Zealand, New Caledonia, and other places (St.
John 1971: 564). By 1789, Georg had planned Icones
Plantarum, the definitive botany of the voyage for which
‘plates were prepared and some impressions made’, but
academic entanglements and inadequate access to im-
portant collections stalled progress, and he died soon
thereafter (Hoare 1982, I: 86–87).

The Forsters and Sparrman were already preparing
Characteres well before the ships arrived at Plymouth
on 30 July 1775. The elder Forster was eager to see it
published as quickly as possible. As a hurried produc-
tion, however, the text contained errors although Georg’s
drawings were well done (see Fig. 1 for an example).
Forster later regretted not taking the time to seek Banks’s
opinions or consult his collections (Hoare 1982, I: 82–
83). Still, many of the botanical classifications remain
valid today (Nicolson and Fosberg 2003: 15).

Aside from the botany, the elder Forster was under
the impression he would author the principal voyage
narrative, but he quickly came into conflict with Cook and
the First Lord of the Admiralty, John Montagu (1718–
1792) (4th Earl of Sandwich) over whether he could
be entrusted with the responsibility and in October was
denied the privilege (Beaglehole 1974: 461–471). Forster
circumvented the denial by having Georg author a narrat-
ive, as the younger Forster was not subject to Admiralty
stipulations. Georg’s two volume A voyage round the
world was published in March 1777, 6 weeks before pub-
lication of Cook’s own two volume A voyage towards the
South Pole and round the world. Georg’s Voyage set off
a storm of controversy over its content and whether J.R.
Forster was really the principal author (Hoare 1976: 151–
204). J.R. Forster’s Observations made during a voyage
round the world, on physical geography, natural history,
and ethic philosophy (1778) was indisputably influential

Fig. 1. An example of Georg Forster’s drawings. Plate 68.
Aciphylla.

and highly regarded (Hoare 1976: 144–145, 184–185),
but Georg’s preemptive Voyage went far to damage the
reputations and academic standings in England of both
Forsters, who relocated to Germany in 1778 (Merrill
1954: 201; St. John 1971: 567). With the passage of time,
however, Georg’s Voyage has come to be viewed as one
of the most important and well-considered contributions
to the Cook literature.

Out of the Forster–Cook–Sandwich tangles in au-
tumn 1775, Cook called on Forster demanding to know
whether Characteres was in press. Forster showed him
printed sheets and some of the plates. Forster later wrote
to Banks that Cook had asked him ‘to stop its Publication;
I remonstrated, that it could by no means prejudice the
History of the Voyage, as it is a latin & merely scientific
Book, with no other reference to the Voyage, than that
the plants therein mentioned, were collected during the
Voyage, & that as it had been quite ready for the press
before I reached England, it did not engross my time or
attention, especially as I had a Son, who had nothing bet-
ter to do, than to superintend the Execution of the plates
& the press.’ Cook nevertheless told him he would use his
‘whole interest’ to put a stop to publication (Hoare 1976:
139–140). Forster, however, obtained permission from
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Sandwich to publish at his own expense, and financial
loss (Hoare 1982, I: 83).

While the Forsters and Sparrman accomplished a
great deal of work before the ships arrived at Plymouth,
there was still much to be done, printing, engraving of
plates, and lining up a publisher. The work proceeded rap-
idly, as the Præfatio (which has been translated by Eliza-
beth Edgar) is dated 1 November (‘Kalendris Novem-
bribus’). A letter from J.R. Forster dated 9 November
(a Thursday) to his German distributor Johann Karl
Phillip Spener (1749–1827) indicated that he would
present a copy to King George III ‘next Friday’, probably
17 November (Forster 1978: 542). Amid the quarrels
Forster was having with Cook and Sandwich, presenting
a copy to the King would amount to a fait accompli,
although not outright publication (Earp 2013: 255).

Characteres exists in five forms: one known copy
of a quarto dated 1775 discovered only recently and
serendipitously (Earp 2013: 253); a quarto of 1776 (the
familiar issue); folios dated 1775 or 1776; and a German
translation Beschreibung der Gattungen von Pflanzen
published in Stuttgart in 1779.

Certain identical errors in the two quartos were cor-
rected identically in the two folios establishing the prior-
ity of the quartos (and thus paradoxically the priority of
the 1776 quarto over the 1775 folio), but some quarto er-
rors went undetected and remained in the folios. Whereas
the 1775 issues do not include the LL.D. after J. R.
Forster’s name, the 1776 issues do (see Figs. 2, 3); Forster
was awarded an honorary Doctor of Civil Law degree
from Oxford University on 22 November (Hoare 1976:
157), a clue as to when the respective title leaves were
printed. The 1775 issues do not include the publisher’s
imprint; White, Cadell, and Elmsly were presumably not
yet selected. Obvious inferences are that the publishers
were not the printer, who remains unidentified, and that
the publishers may have served primarily as distributors.
Both 1776 title leaves bear the imprint, and as the 1776
quarto and folio contain errors recognised and corrected
by the time the first 1775 folio was presented to the King,
the quartos must have been printed in November 1775,
the publishers having been identified by then. The 1776
quarto was probably postdated because in November the
Forsters did not know when they might be publishing.

When the 1776 quarto was published and offered
for sale to the public seems fairly clear: J. R. Forster
informed Spener in a letter dated 22 December that sale
would not occur before mid January (Forster 1978: 551);
a letter from the naturalist Gilbert White (1720–1793),
the brother of one of the publishers, Benjamin White
(ca.1725–1794), states that as of 30 January the book was
published (Hoare 1976: 158). Frans Stafleu and Richard
Cowan (1976: 860) give 22 February, and St. John (1971:
567) notes a London Chronicle advertisement of 1 March
selling the quarto in boards for £1 7s [£1.35], but a mid-
to-late January date seems probable.

The 1775 and 1776 folios have long been known to
be very rare even though the number of copies has been

Fig. 2. 1775 folio title leaf, the King’s copy. Ab-
sent are LL.D. after J.R. Forster’s name and the
publishers’ names. Note the defect in the ‘R’ of
PLANTARUM. Reproduced by permission from
the British Library. C©The British Library Board,
40.i.13.

a matter of speculation (Earp 2013: 256). The present
work forms an attempt to identify as many copies as
possible with locations, descriptions emphasising unique
identifiers, and provenances.

Research methods

WorldCat (URL: worldcat.org) was searched using the
title ‘characteres generum plantarum’, year ‘1775–1776’,
and limiting the search to ‘books’. All hits were re-
viewed; queries were placed when either the charac-
teristic pagination of the folio or the term ‘folio’ was
given. Entries with quarto pagination or designation and
online and electronic books were disregarded. World-
Cat displayed 98 ‘hits’: confirmed were 1 folio dated
1775, 5 folios dated 1776, 1 quarto dated 1775, and at
least 72 quartos dated 1776 (a few libraries reporting,
in some instances ambiguously, more than one). Also
searched was copac.ac.uk, a website reporting numerous
academic, national, and specialist library catalogues in
Ireland and the United Kingdom. 37 ‘hits’ additionally
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Fig. 3. 1776 folio title leaf, the Malahide Castle
copy. Present are LL.D. after J.R. Forster’s name
and the publishers’ names. Note the defect in the
‘R’ of PLANTARUM.

yielded 1 folio dated 1776 and 5 quartos dated 1776.
Prominent antiquarian booksellers, book collectors, in-
stitutional librarians, auction houses, members of the
Captain Cook Society and Georg-Forster-Gesellschaft,
and booksellers’ catalogues were consulted. I attempted
to locate library holdings of scientists with whom J.R.
Forster had relationships at the time Characteres was
published. A folio reported at the American Philosophical
Society (Philadelphia) (Earp 2013: 256) does not exist
there. Universities with which the Forsters were asso-
ciated that do not possess a folio include Cambridge,
Halle, Kassel, Mainz, and Vilnius; St. John (1971: 568)
incorrectly reported no folios at Berlin and Göttingen.

Results

One copy of the 1775 quarto is known to exist, brought
to light by Earp, the description of which he detailed and
which I independently confirmed with the State Library
of Victoria, Melbourne, where the book resides. The 1776
quarto is the only regularly encountered issue. Two cop-
ies of the 1775 folio and 14 copies of the 1776 folio have
been verified (Table 1). Each is named for the earliest

known provenance. Descriptions of each of the 1775 and
1776 issues with details on each of the 16 folios follow.

1775 quarto: CHARACTERES / GENERUM /
PLANTARUM, / QUAS / IN ITINERE / AD INSULAS
/ MARIS AUSTRALIS, / Collegerunt, Descripserunt,
Delinearunt, / ANNIS MDCCLXXII–MDCCLXXV. /
JOANNES REINOLDUS FORSTER, / Societ. Reg. Sci-
ent. ut & Antiq. ap. Lond. Sodalis. / ET / GEORGIUS
FORSTER. / [double line] / LONDINI. / MDCCLXXV.
Laid paper, 28.5 cm (bound volume 29 cm). Signatures:
a on ‘Serenissime Rex’ leaf, a2 on p. vii, b on ‘Præfatio’
leaf, b2 on p. iii, B on p. 1, B2 on p. 3, C on p. 9, C2 on
p. 11, etc., omitting J, U on p. 145, U2 on p. 147. Pagina-
tion [2 pages to a leaf]: 2 [title, verso blank], 2 [dedication
to Georgio Tertio (King George III), verso blank], 8 [first
6 pages are the address to the King (Serenissime Rex,
Clementissime Domine), the last 2 pages are the Index,
only the 2nd through 6th pages are numbered, vi through
x], 8 [Præfatio, the 2nd through 8th pages numbered ii,
iii, iv, v, iv, vii, viii], 150 [text, 30 pages unnumbered,
p. 72 misnumbered as 48], 2 [Index Generum.]; 78 plate
leaves [1–75, 38a, 38b, 51a]. Note: The 8 pages following
the dedication to Georgio Tertio and the 8 pages of the
Præfatio were bound switched; no errata leaf.

The Link to this record at the State Library of Vic-
toria, Melbourne is as follows: http://search.slv.vic.gov.
au/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?vid=
MAIN&reset_config=true&docId=SLV_VOYAGER
484343Purchased from Heirsemann, Leipzig, 26 June
1911, 15s [£0.75]. The preface has been bound before
the dedication, disrupting the sequence of preliminary
signatures. Most of the leaves of plates have been
interleaved with guard sheets. Bound in vellum with
the spine title: FOR TERI PLANTA INSULAR
AUSTRALIUM.

1776 quarto: CHARACTERES / GENERUM /
PLANTARUM, / QUAS / IN ITINERE / AD INSULAS
/ MARIS AUSTRALIS, / Collegerunt, Descripserunt,
Delinearunt, / ANNIS MDCCLXXII–MDCCLXXV. /
JOANNES REINOLDUS FORSTER, LL.D. / Societ.
Reg. Scient. ut & Antiq. ap. Lond. Sodalis. / ET /
GEORGIUS FORSTER. / [double line] / LONDINI. /
Prostant apud B. WHITE, T. CADELL, & P. ELMSLY.
/ MDCCLXXVI. Approximately 31.2 cm untrimmed in
original boards. Differing from the 1775 quarto only in
the title leaf recto that now includes ‘LL.D.’ after J.
R. Forster’s name, the publishers’ names, and the year
change; and the presence of an errata leaf [‘Sequentia
sphalmata typographica B. L. fic. benigne corrigat.’,
verso blank], usually positioned after the Præfatio.

1775 folio: Title (see Fig. 2) and dedication
leaves same as the 1775 quarto except larger font.
Approximately 45.5 cm trimmed and bound. Thick laid
paper. Signatures: b on ‘Præfatio’ leaf, C on p. 5, D on
p. 9, etc., omitting J, U on p. 73. Pagination [2 pages to
a leaf]: 2 [title, verso blank], 2 [dedication to Georgio
Tertio (King George III), verso blank], 4 [first 3 pages are
the address to the king (Serenissime Rex, Clementissime
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Table 1. Verified folios of the Forsters’ Characteres Generum Plantarum.

1. 1775. The King’s copy British Library, London
2. 1775. The Carl Linnaeus copy Library of the Linnean Society, London
3. 1776. The Joseph Banks copy British Library, London
4. 1776. The William Hunter copy Library of the University of Glasgow
5. 1776. The Thomas Pennant copy Parks Library, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa
6. 1776. The Nikolaus Joseph von Jacquin

copy
National Library of Australia, Canberra

7. 1776. The Anna Blackburne copy Unknown
8. 1776. The King of Spain copy Special Collections, University of California, Los Angeles
9. 1776. The Rodolph Valltravers copy Botanical Library, Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden

10. 1776. The Royal Society of London copy Library of the Royal Society, London
11. 1776. The Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin copy Staatsbibliothek, Berlin
12. 1776. The Universitätsbibliothek

Göttingen copy
Universitätsbibliothek, Göttingen

13. 1776. The Bibliothèque Nationale copy Bibliothèque Nationale de France, Paris
14. 1776. The Edinburgh University copy Centre for Research Collections, Edinburgh University

Library
15. 1776. The Bjarne Kroepelien copy Universitetsbiblioteket, Oslo
16. 1776. The Malahide Castle copy Private collection

Domine), the last page is the Index, only the 2nd and
3rd pages are numbered, vi and vii], 4 [Præfatio, the
2nd, 3rd, and 4th pages numbered ii, iii, and viii], 75
[text, 30 pages unnumbered, the numbered ones correct
in sequence], 1 [Index Generum.]; 78 plate leaves [1–75,
38a, 38b, 51a]; no errata leaf.

1776 folio: Title (see Fig. 3) and dedication leaves
same as the 1776 quarto except larger font. Approxim-
ately 47.5 cm untrimmed in original boards. Same as the
1775 folio except the signature marking ‘B’ is now at the
foot of the p. 1 text; an errata leaf [‘Sequentia sphalmata
typographica B. L. fic. benigne corrigat.’, verso blank]
has been added, usually positioned after the text.

Errata leaves: Neither the only known 1775 quarto
nor either of the two 1775 folios has an errata leaf. How-
ever, the 1775 quarto and one of the two 1775 folios bear
the same inked correction in the same hand in the ‘Index
Generum’: ‘GRISELINA’ has been scored through and
replaced with ‘SCOPOLIA’ (Earp 2013: Fig. 1). The
1776 quartos and folios usually have an errata leaf. The
1776 quarto errata leaf lists 12 errors; none of these has
been corrected in either the 1775 or 1776 quartos. The
1776 folio errata leaf lists only 7 errors, omitting the
quarto’s 7th to 11th, and these have been corrected in
both the 1775 and 1776 folios. (The corrected errata in
the folio are on p. 52, line 23; p. 55, line 32; p. 55, line 34;
p. 57, line 25; and p. 57, line 27, respectively.) In addition,
the quarto’s 2nd error has been corrected in both 1775 and
1776 folios and should have been omitted from the 1776
folio’s errata list. (This corrected error on p. viii is on line
34, not line 29 as stated.) The 12th error on the quarto
list (same as 7th on the folio list) is the ‘GRISELINA’
erratum.

Census of copies

1. 1775. The King’s copy. Location: British Library,
London.

Book description: Contemporary brown calf, re-
backed, gold-tooled armorial centerpiece with narrow
perimeter frame and small fleurons, board edges and turn-
ins tooled in gold, leaf edges yellow, spine tooled in
gold with title label. Title verso bears red oval British
Museum stamp. Front free endpaper bears penciled shelf
mark “7k1”. Current shelf mark 40.i.13, ESTC num-
ber T150869. Two blank leaves preceding title leaf do
not match the main text or plates, presumably binder’s
blanks. ‘GRISELINA’ not corrected by hand. No errata
leaf. No inscription.

Comment: Until King George III (1738–1820) suc-
ceeded to the throne in 1760, there had been no royal
library. The young monarch became an ardent collector
and set about developing a vast working library that
became known as the King’s Library and which was
made available to prominent scholars of the day. George
III was the dedicatee of Characteres. J.R. Forster had
told Spener on Thursday, 9 November, that he would
present a copy to King George III ‘next Friday’, likely
17 November (Forster 1978: 542). Georg Forster men-
tioned this copy in his Voyage (Forster 1777, I: v), stating
his father ‘inscribed and presented the first specimen of
his labours to his majesty within four months after his
return.∗’ (The asterisk directs the reader to a footnote
mentioning the 1776 quarto, an apparent error.) The
return to Plymouth was 30 July 1775, thus presentation
was 29 November or before. In 1823, King George IV,
against his predecessor’s intention that the library remain
in royal custody, presented the King’s Library to the
nation (the British Museum). The library became state
property in 1828. Portions of it were moved about over
the years; it settled at the British Library at St. Pancras in
1997–1998 (Harris 2009: 296–320).

2. 1775. The Carl Linnaeus copy. Location: Lin-
nean Society Library, London.

Book description: Full calf, gold tooling on boards
and spine, marbled endpapers, sunken cords, silk marker
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ribbon torn away, rebacked, spine replaced, boards de-
tached, extensive wear to spine, interleaved with tis-
sue between the plates (18th century), lightly foxed
throughout. On p. 45, ‘Verbesine Avenia. Linn.’ ad-
ded in ink below ‘Viscosa. 1. ADENOSTEMMA.’
‘GRISELINA’ scored through in ink, replaced with
‘SCOPOLIA’. Some marginal notes in James Edward
Smith’s hand (one initialed), others not. On the flyleaf
verso in Smith’s hand, in pencil, ‘Only 6 copies printed
on this large paper’. At the head of the title, in Smith’s
hand in ink, ‘E Bibl. Linn. 1784. JESmith.’ (‘From the
Library of Linnaeus.’) On the title verso, the Linnean
Society ownership stamp. No errata leaf. No inscription.

Comment: J. R. Forster had barely arrived back in
London after the voyage when, on 4 August 1775, he
wrote a very lengthy letter to Linnaeus (Forster 1775–
1776: L5128) concerning the voyage and collections.
Forster clearly held Linnaeus in very high esteem among
botanists. Forster wrote to Spener on 9 November 1775
that he would be sending a parcel for Linnaeus contain-
ing a book, manuscripts, drawings, and plants (Forster
1978: 542). On 10 November, Forster wrote directly to
Linnaeus that the parcel, containing Characteres, would
be shipped to Hamburg the following day (Forster 1775–
1776: L5163). Forster heard nothing from Linnaeus, thus
he inquired on 20 February and again on 4 March 1776
(Forster 1775–1776: L5188, L5201). Linnaeus wrote to
Forster on 12 March to say the parcel had not yet ar-
rived from the Swedish consulate in Hamburg (Linnaeus
1776: L5199). He finally received his copy in Uppsala
on 6 April 1776 (Stafleu and Cowan 1976: 860), by
which time he was in poor health and progressively
incapacitated (Jackson 1923: 332–336). After Linnaeus’s
death in 1778, Banks was interested in purchasing his
massive collections of specimens, letters, and books from
Linnaeus’s widow, but Linnaeus’s son refused to sell.
After their son’s death in 1783, Banks was no longer
interested, but he helped facilitate the sale to the pree-
minent British botanist John Edward Smith (1759–1828)
for 1,000 guineas [£1,050]. Smith’s wealthy father helped
finance the acquisition (Jackson 1923: 342–357). Smith
was elected Fellow of the Royal Society in 1785, was
one of three founders of the Linnean Society of London
in 1788, and was its president for the rest of his life. His
extensive library and herbarium were purchased by the
Linnean Society after his death.

3. 1776. The Joseph Banks copy. Location: British
Library, London.

Book description: Plain brown quarter leather and
brown buckram of British Museum, blind stamped with
museum’s armorial centerpiece. Paste-down endpaper
stamped ‘Re-backed 1924’. Title verso bears 3.85 ×
1.5 cm rectangular inked stamp Jos:Banks (Joseph
Banks). Numerous penciled notations in text and espe-
cially plates. Originally bound with plates gathered after
text as usual (evidenced by notations offset on adjacent
plate versos); more recently plates bound amid text, each
plate verso bears small green British Museum stamp.

Current shelf marks 452.h.14. Pencil annotation on plate
73 reads, ‘It requires strong faith to believe that this is
the flower of the same plant of the lower figures. DV[?]’.
Errata leaf present, currently placed after Index Generum
with offset on the errata leaf recto. No inscription.

Comment: Banks, one of the most influential natur-
alists of his generation, was an adviser to King George
III and encouraged him to support voyages for sci-
entific research. Hoare (1976: 72–76) discussed the com-
plex Banks–Forster relationship. Banks amassed an ex-
traordinary library and herbarium, and in a codicil to
his will put his collections under the superintendence
of the prestigious botanist Robert Brown (1773–1858)
until Brown’s death or Brown’s mutual agreement with
the trustees of the British Museum, at which point the
collections would pass to the British Museum. The final
bequest occurred in 1827. Most of the Banks library was
transferred to the British Library (Joppien and Chambers
2009: 222–243).

4 . 1776. The William Hunter copy. Location: Spe-
cial Collections, Library of the University of Glasgow.

Book description: 47.5 cm, original bluish-papered
boards, quarter blue-brown paper, uncut, paper and
boards flush, somewhat soiled, bookplate of William
Hunter on the front paste-down endpaper. Bookplate
features scene inside a library with ‘Bibliotheca Hunteri-
ana Glasguensis’. Old inked, lined-through notation ‘Af.
1.19.’ on bookplate. Old inked ‘M. 1. 3’ beneath book-
plate. All plates present, some out of sequence. These are
45, 48, 47, 46, 50, 49, 51. No blank leaves at front or rear.
Paper watermarked. Errata leaf present, offset from Plate
1. No inscription.

Comment: William Hunter (1718–1783) was a Scot-
tish anatomist and obstetrician, teacher of medicine, and
physician to Queen Charlotte (wife of King George III).
Hunter amassed superb collections including a library of
10,000 books covering a wide variety of subjects, his-
tory, medicine and obstetrics, anatomy, natural sciences,
fine arts, exploration, and fiction. His library was one
of the finest formed in the 18th century. Hoare makes
no mention of a relationship between J.R. Forster and
William Hunter, but notes his acquaintance with John
Hunter (1728–1793), William’s famous younger brother.
William’s ‘Hunterian Library’ was willed to his nephew,
physician and pathologist Matthew Baillie (1761–1823).
The library arrived in 1807 at the University of Glasgow,
the college where William had studied divinity in his
youth before going into medicine. Glasgow was the city
to which he returned from London in 1770.

5. 1776. The Thomas Pennant copy. Location:
Parks Library, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa, USA.

Book description: Brown cloth. Old Iowa State Col-
lege of Agriculture and Mechanical Arts label at up-
per right of front paste-down endpaper with catalogue
number QK5 F774c, accession number 331420, Cage 1
‘Do not circulate’. Inked ‘The Gift of the Author’ on
blank leaf preceding title with penciled ‘Thos Pennants
writing’ beneath. On the title recto, small handwritten
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Fig. 4. Inscription in the Nikolaus Joseph von Jacquin
copy. Reproduced by permission from the National
Library of Australia.

penciled ‘124–47’ beneath second E of CHARACTERES
and pinhole stamp ‘IOWA STATE COLLEGE LIBRARY
AMES IA’ in centre. On dedication leaf recto, catalogue
number penciled at upper right and small ink stamped
accession number at foot. On blank leaf after the plates,
penciled notation ‘M.A.’ and in another hand ‘Fiedler 6–
22–42 B.’ Errata leaf present. No inscription.

Comment: This copy was presented to Thomas Pen-
nant (1726–1798) of Downing Hall, distinguished Welsh
naturalist and author of zoology and travel books and
papers, member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sci-
ences and Fellow of the Royal Society of London. Forster
won Pennant’s friendship and support during the latter’s
Warrington years (Hoare 1976: 57–61, 65–66; O’Brien
1989), and the two remained on good collaborative terms
well after the voyage’s return (Hoare 1976: 201–202).
The Downing Estate including Pennant’s library was put
up for sale and dispersal completed in 1913. The penciled
notation after the plates indicates Iowa State’s acquisition
on 22 June 1942, and the ‘B.’ may refer to Charles
Harvey Brown, library director at the time.

6. 1776. The Nikolaus Joseph von Jacquin copy.
Location: National Library of Australia, Canberra,
Australia.

Book description: Old calf binding, front free endpa-
per verso bears penciled authors and title and oval stamp
of Commonwealth National Library (with crown). Two
binder’s blank leaves (different laid paper, chain lines,
and watermark than text) precede the title; second blank’s
recto bears inscription ‘Botanicorum nostri avi Principi
/ Nicolao Josepho / Jacquin / D.D.D. / Auctores’ (see
Fig. 4), verso has offset from title. (D.D.D. is likely ‘De-
derunt, Dixerunt, Dedicaverunt’.) Title recto bears circu-
lar stamp ‘Botanisches Institut D.K.K. [der Kaiserliche-
Königlich] Universität Wien’. Dedication leaf bears the
Commonwealth National Library accession register num-
ber and accession date stamp.

Comment: The authors presented this copy to
Nikolaus Joseph von Jacquin (1727–1817) who became
Professor of Botany and Chemistry and director of the
botanical gardens at the Vienna University in 1768 and

was later knighted. The inscription may be loosely trans-
lated as, ‘To Nikolaus Joseph von Jacquin, our mentor
among botanists, [this book is] presented, devoted, and
dedicated by the authors.’ The university’s botanical
library record shows a low inventory number (575) in-
dicating early acquisition, probably from Stephan Ladis-
laus Endlicher (1804–1849), an Austrian botanist who
became director of the botanical gardens of Vienna and
professor at the University in 1840. He presented his
library and herbarium to the state, helping the university’s
botanical library to become one of the world’s finest.
The book was not filed as state property at the time
but was later stocked officially and signed with the
circular stamp. Although the stamp was outdated upon
the Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867, it remained
in use until the collapse of the empire in 1918 at the
end of World War I. In the war’s aftermath, the library
became desperately short of funds and was forced to
deaccession holdings. This book was handed over to
a commercial second-hand bookstore in 1924 and sold
on the open market. The Commonwealth Parliament
Library (of Australia) came into being in 1901. From
1923 two names were used concurrently, Commonwealth
National Library and Commonwealth Parliament Library
to designate the national and parliamentary collections,
respectively. During that period, the library acquired the
folio from the Karl W. Hiersemann antiquarian firm of
Leipzig at a cost of 120 Reichsmarks (equivalent then to
US$48). In 1960 the National Library of Australia was
created by act of parliament, and the two collections were
separated.

7. 1776. The Anna Blackburne copy. Location:
Unknown. Book description: Unobtainable.

Comment: Anna Blackburne (1726–1793) was an
amateur botanist, of Orford Hall, Lancashire, near War-
rington (Wystrach 1977: 148–168). ‘Mrs. Blackburne’,
as she was known although she never married, was a
knowledgeable collector of plants and well acquainted
with some of the best-known naturalists of the day
including J.R. Forster and Linnaeus. Anna’s father John
Blackburne (1693–1787) was a well-known horticultur-
alist with whom Anna was very close and shared a love
of natural history. The two eventually became the sole
residents of the family manor. They had a cordial rela-
tionship with Forster; he tutored Anna in biology, ento-
mology, minerology, and other sciences during his tenure
at Warrington Academy from 1767 to 1770 (Hoare 1976:
56–64): the academy was one of England’s foremost
colleges of liberal education at the time (Hoare 1976: 48–
49). Forster dedicated the new genus Blackburnia (No. 6
in the ‘Index Generum’) to Anna and her father. Given
the Blackburne-Forster relationship, it is not surprising
that Forster presented Anna with a folio Characteres.
After her death, her collections were bequeathed to her
nephew John Blackburne, a Member of Parliament for
Lancashire. It is believed that the bulk of her collections
were dispersed or sold at public auction by the early 20th
century. What is known about this copy derives from
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St. John (1971: 567–568), who noted its advertisement
for sale in 1944 by the Francis Edwards antiquarian
firm, London (catalogue 670, entry 594, £12), a 1776
large folio, half calf, joints cracked, with presentation
inscription on the flyleaf, ‘To Mrs. Blackburne from the
authors’, with another manuscript note on the same leaf,
‘only 8 large copies of this book were struck off, J.B.’
St. John plausibly identified ‘J.B.’ as John Blackburne,
misidentifying him as Anna’s husband. (The St. John
paper contains a number of errors concerning the Black-
burne history.) The antiquarian C. Kirke Swann (1956:
124) reported this copy in 1955 with the same inscription
and note, that he had handled it ‘some years ago’, while
misidentifying ‘J.B.’ as Mrs. Blackburne herself. Most
likely J.B. was Anna’s father with whom she shared
residence at the time the folio was presented, but the
annotation could have been a later addition by Anna’s
nephew of the same name. Earp (2013: 256) suggested
that this copy might be the same one advertised by
Bernard Quaritch in 1870 (Quaritch 1870: 242, item 213)
as the catalogue used the unusual term ‘struck off’ in
describing ‘the Text reprinted in folio, very few copies
struck off, roy[al]. folio, 75 plates [sic], old calf, 18s
[£0.90]’. Quaritch had advertised a folio in 1868 (Quar-
itch 1868: 362, item 5104) with the same description
and price, presumably the same copy. (The Quaritch
entry indicates his awareness that the quarto had priority.)
According to St. John, ‘[T]his copy was sold to a book
dealer in California. When queried he replied that his
only memory was of selling it, but that he could not be
precise as a subsequent fire had destroyed his records in
that shop.’

8. 1776. The King of Spain copy. Location: Special
Collections, Young Research Library, University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles (UCLA), USA.

Book description: Contemporary brown calf, gilt, 7
raised bands, red label piece on spine ‘FOSTER / NOVA
/ GENERA / PLANTARUM’ with Forster misspelled,
front cover bearing gilt oval device ‘THE SOCIETY
OF WRITERS TO THE SIGNET’ and Hanoverian coat
of arms, front cover detached, text edges gilt, boldly
marbled endpapers in gray, red, yellow-orange, and
white. Front free endpaper verso bears small blue label
‘O:g:11’ (the ‘11’ in pencil). Two binder’s laid paper
blank leaves at front and rear (bearing similar water-
marks; text and plate leaves unwatermarked). Inscribed
on second blank leaf recto, ‘Regi Hispaniarum / sacrum
esse voluerunt / Auctores’ (see Fig. 5) with some offset
on the verso from the title leaf; offset of the inscription
on verso of first blank leaf. Errata leaf follows text, verso
bears offset from title. Paper used for plates slightly
thinner than text. Pencil notation on plain side of rear
marbled flyleaf, ‘v[ery] rare large paper copy / 275–’.

Comment: The recipient of this copy, King Charles
III of Spain (1716–1788), was described by historian
Stanley Payne as ‘probably the most successful European
ruler of his generation. He had provided firm, consistent,
intelligent leadership. He had chosen capable ministers

Fig. 5. Inscription in the King of Spain copy. Reproduced
by permission from Special Collections of the UCLA
Young Research Library.

. . . [his] personal life had won the respect of the people
(Payne 1973, II: 371). The Latin inscription may be
translated as, ‘To the King of Spain, at the wish of the
Authors.’ The device on the front cover indicates that
the book had resided in the Signet Library, founded
in 1722, of the Society of Writers to Her Majesty’s
Signet, a private society of Scottish solicitors and part
of the Parliament House complex in Edinburgh. The
device was in use from 1815 to 1869 with the exception
of 1831 to 1836 (after which the Hanoverian coat of
arms was replaced with the Royal Arms of Scotland).
The book was purchased by the Signet Library under
the aegis of chief librarian David Laing (1793–1878),
one of Scotland’s great antiquarians and librarian of the
Signet from 1837 until his death. His record keeping and
cataloguing were lax, however, as repeatedly noted in the
Society’s minutes; annual lists of books purchased were
not kept until 1852. With no mention in the annual lists,
this book was purchased before 1852. The first mention
is in the Library’s 1871 catalogue noting the shelf mark
O:g:11 that placed the folio in the Upper Library, at the
northwest end of the room. In the late 1950s, the Signet
Library disposed of the bulk of its non-Scottish, non-legal
collections at a time of financial hardship, and the folio
was sold at Sotheby’s London on 19 October 1959, lot 53,
for £38, to the antiquarian firm of Francis Edwards, then
in London. The folio was acquired by the well-known and
respected San Francisco bookseller David Magee (1905–
1977), originally from Yorkshire. In 1961, the UCLA
Library purchased the vast and remarkable collection
of books, papers, and memorabilia concerning James
Cook assembled by noted Cook bibliographer Maurice
Holmes (1885–1964) (UCLA Librarian 22 November
1961). Presumably encouraged by the Holmes acquisi-
tion, the UCLA Library then purchased for an unknown
sum this ‘large paper’ issue of Characteres (as described
in the UCLA library records) between 1962 and 1966
from Magee. Based on the pencil notation on the rear
flyleaf, Magee’s asking price was US$275.

9. 1776. The Rodolph Valltravers copy. Location:
Botanical Library, Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden,
Netherlands.

Book description: Old full reddish-brown calf bind-
ing, 6 raised bands, spine panels ornately gilt, spine label
in the second panel ‘PLANTA / INSULAR / MARIS /
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Fig. 6. Inscription in the Rodolph Valltravers copy. Repro-
duced by permission from the Botanical Library of the
Naturalis Biodiversity Center of Leiden.

AUSTRAL’ (clipped at right with letter deletions), covers
with gilt borders, boldly marbled endpapers in red, blue,
white, yellow, and green. Title-leaf recto bears two rubber
stamps below date, ‘ACAD’ and ‘LVGD’. Inscribed, ‘To
Rodolph Valltravers, Esq. / from the / Authors’ (see
Fig. 6) on a quire of two leaves between front free
endpaper and title bearing different watermark than text.
Errata leaf present, no offset on verso.

Comment: Johann Rodolph von Valltravers (1723–
ca.1815) was born in Switzerland and became a natural-
ised British citizen. His own scientific accomplishments
were few, but he was kindly and a strong facilitator
of science; he befriended many well-known naturalists
of the day including Pennant and Linnaeus and was
elected to prominent societies. Presumably Forster and
Valltravers had a relationship, but neither Hoare nor de
Beer mention it. Valltravers had significant rapport with
the Universiteit Leiden (van Strien 2000: 6–10), and it
is therefore possible this folio passed directly from him
to the institution’s library. The title-leaf rubber stamps
stand for ‘Academia Lugduno Batava’, the Latin name of
the Universiteit Leiden that owns this copy. The folio has
been on loan to the Naturalis Biodiversity Center since
1961.

10. 1776. The Royal Society of London copy. Loc-
ation: Library of the Royal Society, London.

Book description: Old brown leather binding, covers
detached, crumbling around the spine. Penciled annota-
tion ‘337/10’ on title recto; the Royal Society’s stamp
‘Soc. Reg. Lond. ex dono Auctoris’ on title verso; modern
online catalogue record number RCN 39578 and class
mark ‘Cook–very large’ on front paste-down endpaper.
Some water stains at the bottom of the papers about 4 to
5 cm wide. Errata leaf present, verso has offset from
Plate 1. No inscription.

Comment: The stamp translates as, ‘A gift from the
author to the Royal Society of London’. The Royal
Society was founded in 1660. A folio was recorded in its
library in 1839 (Royal Society 1839: 400), presumably
this one.

11. 1776. The Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin copy.
Location: Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin (The Berlin State
Library), Germany.

Description: Recent half cloth binding, G 12.1.56 on
endpaper, penciled notation at upper right of title recto,

Fig. 7. Inscription in the Universitätsbibliothek Göttin-
gen copy. Reproduced by permission from the Uni-
versitätsbibliothek Göttingen.

‘2° L.z. 23209a’ (plus some erasures), circular ink stamp
on the title verso, ‘Ex / Biblioth. Regia / Berolinensi.’,
three-line penciled notation present on p. 35 under ‘Tacca
sativa’. Errata leaf present, verso has offset from Plate 1.
No inscription.

Comment: Upon J. R. Forster’s death in Halle in
1798, his highly regarded library of 7,000 volumes, plus
manuscripts and documents were left to his family (Hoare
1976: 325–326). His cash-strapped widow received gen-
erous offers for the collections, and while Banks and
others helped secure her finances, royal librarian Johann
Erich Biester (1749–1816) successfully approached the
Prussian king Friedrich Wilhelm III (1770–1840) for
a grant to purchase the collections for the Königliche
Bibliothek (Royal Library) in Berlin, the precursor to
the Staatsbibliothek, to guarantee retaining the Forster
treasures for the nation. A catalogue prepared before
accession (Hoare 1976: 330–331) survives and notes a
copy of Characteres dated 1775 without folio or quarto
designation. If the date is correct, then it may be the 1775
quarto now in Melbourne, but how it would have left the
state’s property and how this particular 1776 folio was
acquired are unknown, but it would have been by 1795 to
1840 when the circular ink stamp (translation, ‘From the
Royal Library of Berlin’) was in use.

12. 1776. The Universitätsbibliothek Göttingen
copy. Location: Universitätsbibliothek Göttingen (Lib-
rary of the University of Goettingen), Germany.

Book description: Light brown full calf binding, 6
raised bands, title label reading, ‘FORSTER / CHARAC-
TERES / PLANTARUM / INSUL. / MAR. AUSTRAL.’
Small library labels in top spine panel, ‘H.N. Botan. /
v / 9600’ and ‘RARA’. Inscription on a blank leaf pre-
ceding title, ‘Bibliotheca publica / inclyta / Universitatis
Goettingensis / sacrum esse voluerunt / Auctores’ (see
Fig. 7). Oval accession stamp on title-leaf verso, ‘EX /
BIBLIOTHECA / ACAD.GEORGIÆ / AUGUSTÆ’. The
library’s records show an accession date of 25 March
1776. Errata leaf after text.

Comment: The inscription may be loosely translated
as, ‘Presented to the renowned library of the University
of Göttingen, at the wish of the authors.’
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13. 1776. The Bibliothèque Nationale de France
copy. Location: Bibliothèque Nationale de France, Paris
(The National Library of France), France.

Book description: Red morocco binding, gilt edges,
bearing the stamp No. 24. Library filing number RES-S-
375. Errata leaf present after the text with offset on the
verso from Plate 1. No inscription.

Comment: The stamp No. 24 corresponds to an entry
in the collections of the library between May 1833 and
1848.

14. 1776. The Edinburgh University copy. Loca-
tion: Centre for Research Collections, Edinburgh Univer-
sity Library.

Book description: Plain sheep binding, narrow gilt
ornamental bands on spine, red leather title label
with gilt ornamentation ‘FORSTER’S / GENERUM /
PLANTARUM’, gilt library stamp at head of spine,
front board detached, edges yellow, Edinburgh University
ownership inscription and shelf mark ‘A.A.A.N.i.10’ on
title, shelf mark ‘K.15.6’ on front paste-down endpaper.
Errata leaf present. No inscription.

Comment: The shelf mark ‘A.A.A.N.i.10’ was a dis-
tinctive type in use from 1753 to 1827 indicating the
library’s early acquisition of this copy. The shelf mark
‘K.15.6’ was of a type that came into use when a new
library building was opened in 1827; the library relocated
again in 1967.

15. 1776. The Bjarne Kroepelien copy. Location:
Universitetsbiblioteket, Oslo (The University Library of
Oslo), Norway.

Book description: Original light gray papered boards,
partially torn off-white fragile paper back strip, uncut,
joints cracked, with a later paper label on spine noting
title, author, and year; bookplate of Bjarne Kroepelien
on front paste-down. No blank leaves at front or rear. No
errata leaf. No inscription.

Comment: Bjarne Kroepelien (1890–1966) was born
in Bergen and as a young man lived for two years in Tahiti
where he fell in love with a Tahitian girl who died in the
1918 influenza epidemic. Kroepelien became a wine mer-
chant, returned to Norway, and amassed an impressive
collection of 5,000 books on the Polynesian islands. His
library was acquired by the University Library of Oslo.
Rolf Du Rietz recorded this copy (Du Rietz 1969: 151).
The history of this folio before Kroepelien’s acquisition
has not been traceable.

16. 1776. The Malahide Castle copy. Location:
Private collection.

Book description: Contemporary tree calf, gilt rolled
borders, rebacked, original 7-paneled spine laid down,
green spine label ‘FORSTER / PLANTAE / IN MARE
/ AUSTRALI’, marbled endpapers, yellow edges, small
piece torn away from lower right corner of Plate 67. Er-
rata leaf present with offset from Plate 1. No inscription.

Comment: This copy was sold in the ‘Fingal’ book
auction, property of the Fingal Pastoral Company, Ma-
lahide, Tasmania, at Christie’s Melbourne on 4 May
1988, lot 38, for AU$14,300. A succession of Talbots

had dwelt at Malahide Castle, near Dublin, Ireland, since
1184 until the death of Lord Milo Talbot (1912–1973)
(Talbot 2012). Milo was an enthusiastic collector of
plants including Australian species, created the castle
botanical gardens, and commissioned The endemic flora
of Tasmania, a 6-volume work. The castle and its contents
were inherited by Milo’s sister, Rose Talbot (1916–2009),
who, in order to pay death taxes, was forced to sell castle
furnishings privately, then the castle itself to the state.
The Talbot family already owned a large sheep farm in
Tasmania, Malahide in Fingal County, and Rose moved
there in 1976. Books from the library were consigned to
Christie’s Melbourne in 1988. It seems a virtual certainty
this folio had belonged to Milo at Malahide Castle. The
folio was acquired from the ‘Fingal’ sale by Franklin
Brooke-Hitching of London, who, over the course of
forty years, assembled what is widely acknowledged to
be the finest library of British travels, voyages, and ex-
ploration ever assembled. The folio was sold for £47,500
at Sotheby’s London, ‘Exploration and discovery 1576–
1939: The Library of Franklin Brooke-Hitching, Part I,
A-C’, 27 March 2014, sale L14411, lot 299.

Comments and conclusions

The folio issues of Characteres Generum Plantarum are
dramatic in their large appearance. As such, and consid-
ering the provenances of extant copies, it seems clear that
they were created for presentation to selected individuals
and institutions, not for purpose of sale. Earp (2013: 257–
259) suggested that both 1775 quarto and folio issues
were proofs based on rarity, absence of a publisher’s
imprint, and correction by the same individual of an
error in the unique quarto and one of the two folios. J.R.
Forster had two 1775 folios prepared because he intended
one for the King and one for Linnaeus, the ‘binomial
king’, while he would retain the (or a) 1775 quarto, as
suggested by the catalogue of Forster’s library prepared
when the Prussian state acquired Forster’s library after his
death.

The 1776 folios are not proofs, but they were also
not published in the usual sense; only the 1776 quartos
were (Earp 2013: 253, 259; 2014). The number of 1776
quartos produced is not known: J.R. Forster had written to
Spener that 200 copies were reserved for him to distribute
(Forster 1978: 551). The quarto is scarce and, owing to
perpetual demand, commands a high price in the market-
place; but it is not rare based on its apparent prevalence
in institutional libraries, antiquarian booksellers’ invent-
ories, and private collections. Probably several hundred
copies were produced to satisfy the needs of what
would have been primarily a scientific and institutional
audience.

Regarding the number of folios, J.E. Smith wrote in
the Carl Linnaeus copy, ‘Only 6 copies printed on this
large paper’, but on what he based his notation is un-
known. In the Anna Blackburne copy, ‘J.B.’ wrote, ‘only
8 large copies of this book were struck off’. If the notation
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was made by Anna’s father, John Blackburne, then there
was a direct connection to J.R. Forster, but Forster would
have known that more than 8 copies were printed since he
paid for them. If the notation were by Anna’s nephew of
the same name to whom her collections were bequeathed
after her death in 1793, then the proximity to the Forsters
is dubious. Regardless, the Smith and ‘J.B.’ notations
are obviously incorrect; these and later iterations should
now be considered obsolete and disregarded, with the
exception that the longstanding assumption of only 2
copies of the 1775 folio (Earp 2013: 253, 256) continues
to stand the test of time. St. John (1971: 568) of the
Bishop Museum in Honolulu reported that a Dr. Schad of
the Universitätsbibliothek Kassel communicated to him,
‘Es existieren 25 Exemplare in Imperial-Folio, welche
als Geschenke an Bibliotheken un[d] berühmte Botaniker
vertheilt worden sind.’ [There exist 25 copies in imperial-
folio that have been distributed as gifts to famous libraries
and botanists.] No distinction was made between 1775
and 1776 folios. The Kassel contact was Dr. Elfriede
Schad (1913–ca.2010) who worked there for many years.
Neither Schad nor St. John (ca.1892–1991) is still alive,
and as no record of the correspondence can be found at
either institution, there is no verifiable basis for Schad’s
statement.

This census has established the existence of 16 copies.
This figure is the new floor, but it may not be the ceiling.
The Schad figure of 25 copies is plausible given how
many cordial and collegial contacts J. R. Forster had in
the years preceding 1772 (Hoare 1976: 37–76) for whom
he might have considered folio presentation. Most, if
not all, of the folios would likely have survived given
its size; perhaps a few succumbed to natural, wartime,
or other disaster or were broken up to scavenge plates.
However, if copies beyond these 16 exist today, they
must be very few given the dragnet of the internet age in
searching library databases and facility in contacting and
querying colleagues. Copies may exist in secluded librar-
ies, and the unaccounted-for Anna Blackburne copy is a
reminder that no census can ever be assumed perfect or
complete.

Of the 14 folios dated 1776, the William Hunter and
Bjarne Kroepelien copies remain uncut in their original
boards and backstrips to reveal how the 1776 copies were
delivered by the printer, even though the materials used
were not exactly the same. How the 1775 folios were
delivered can probably never be known. The two 1776
folios in original bindings do not have blank leaves at
front or rear, only the plain paper flyleaves and their
conjugate paste-downs. In the former copy the errata leaf
was bound in whereas in the latter it was absent. The
errata leaf was likely a singleton prepared after the text
was printed, then laid, tipped, or bound in, as it lacks a
signature marking and in one copy (King of Spain) picked
up significant offset from the title leaf before being bound
into the errata leaf’s usual but unprescribed position after
the text. The printer also used different laid papers as
some are watermarked and some are not.

Four 1776 copies with original inscriptions were in-
scribed in either Latin or English by the same individual
with flowery handwriting (see Figs. 4–7). The individual
was J.R. Forster himself, as the writing matches exactly
his handwriting in his signed holograph letters to Lin-
naeus in 1775 and 1776 (Forster 1775–1776: L5128,
L5188, L5201, L5214, L5227). (The Anna Blackburne
copy had an original inscription at last account but has not
been seen.) The four observed inscriptions were penned
on binder’s blank leaves that were either laid inside
boarded volumes or installed in bound volumes. It is un-
known whether the Forsters themselves had any volumes
removed from the original boards and bound in calf or
other materials prior to presentation. Perhaps other copies
at one time had inscriptions on their original flyleaves
or laid-in sheets that were later removed, explaining
why such a small portion of the folios have inscriptions
from the authors today. None of the inscriptions seen
was dated; the Universitätsbibliothek Göttingen record
indicates distribution of 1776 folios in approximate con-
junction with publication of the 1776 quarto.

Given that only a small number of folios were to be
printed, it would make economical sense if the typeset-
ting used for the quartos were used for the folios after the
entire printing of the 1776 quarto were run off. In point
of fact, the font and line breaks throughout the quarto and
folio texts are the same (with the exception of the title
and dedication leaf font sizes), strongly implying this is
exactly what was done. In order to minimise the number
of text pages required, the folio text crowds the upper and
lower margins somewhat, but there was still not enough
space to fit two quarto pages onto one folio page, so that
spillover was necessary.

Of interest is that on both 1775 and 1776 folio
title leaves there is an identical defect in the R of
PLANTARUM. In observing this, Earp (2013: 257)
suggested that the printer, not wanting to obligate the
typesetting for long, ran off all the title leaves at once,
then added the imprint and date later. Given that the
printer also had to add the ‘LL.D.’ after J. R. Forster’s
name and recentre the line, and that the time frame in
November 1775 between printing the 1775 and 1776
folio title leaves was very short, it seems more probable
that the printer, knowing there would be 1776 folios, had
deliberately not yet distributed the type of either the title
leaves or text and simply made the adjustments, running
off the 1776 title leaves a short time after the 1775 title
leaves.

As for locations of the folios, 14 originally or eventu-
ally found their way to public institutions or libraries, one
remains under private ownership (the Malahide Castle
copy), and the whereabouts of one is unknown (the Anna
Blackburne copy).

Pursuit of bibliographical information pertaining to
the folio issues of the Forsters’ Characteres Generum
Plantarum should not end with this report. New material
coming to light in the future will be of interest, and I
would be pleased to receive any notable communication.
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