
again proves revealing, since it allows her to go beyond a typical capitalist art market’s
interpretation of Atis Rezistans’s work as recycled trash. Although the Haitian artists
recognise that ‘in Haiti, nothing is ever totally discarded’ (p. 88), and that there is an
immense pressure to confront the transformation of Haiti into a ‘trashcan’ (p. 108)
through ‘tax-exempt donations’ by the global bourgeoisie, Pressley-Sanon shows us
that Atis Rezistans’s work is also about istwa in the present. André Eugene, one of the
Haitian artists extensively interviewed by the author, aptly summarises the argument:

You can compare me with anybody. I have been compared to an oungan
[Vodou priest], with Picasso, with a lot of people, but I’ve never seen the
work of these people. The recycled art that I work reflects Haiti. It’s got its ori-
gins here… Vodou is part of our modern world… its deities emerge from our
industrialized time; as such, it is part of our civilization. (p. 110)

As a last (and perhaps first) word for the endless dialogue a book review should
nurture, I declare to be writing this text from Puerto Rico, Haiti’s tidalectical neigh-
bour, with whomwe share the bonds of istwa, the unfathomable pain of recurrent col-
onisation, the bleeding that results from neoliberal rampage amid ‘natural disasters’
and planned exploitation, as well as the absolute refusal to settle. Of the 2010 earth-
quake in Haiti, with which Pressley-Sanon concludes the book’s final chapter, she
writes: ‘It is my contention that the rupture both between Haiti’s visible and invisible
population and between the nation and its sites of origin shifted along with the earth’s
tectonic plates during goudougoudou, creating not only a profound physical opening
but also a metaphysical one’ (p. 120). Indeed, I could write the same after Hurricane
María ripped through the Puerto Rican archipelago in 2017. Between and betwixt
Haiti and Puerto Rico, in the Caribbean Sea that unites the coastal imaginaries of
our archipelagos, at once besieged and enduring, I thank Toni Pressley-Sanon for
contributing to putting ‘back together that which has been torn apart’. ‘Only then’,
I conclude with her, ‘will new truly liberating narratives emerge’ (p. 145).
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Tom Long has written an important book, and its message could not be more sig-
nificant for those interested in the Americas on the world stage as the second dec-
ade of the century comes to a close. Not only is Long generally correct about the
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asymmetry of US power not being the decisive general influence in Latin America
that it once was, but Latin American states have at times been able to shape the
course of their relations with the United States to their benefit more substantially
than has been recognised. Long wants to get the field beyond the colourful meta-
phors about the talons of eagles and Latin America being beneath the United States
to understand how clearly weaker states can and do sometimes get their way.

Long’s argument for restructuring our thinking about relations between the
smaller countries of Latin America with the United States colossus starts with a
thoughtful, Chapter 1 review of the pertinent post-World War II literature.
Drawing on the intellectual legacy of Robert A. Pastor, his scholar-diplomat men-
tor, Long points out the importance of the ‘security thesis’ and realism in the ‘estab-
lishment’ school of scholarship. These studies invariably describe outcomes
considered beneficial to both sides and contributing to the spread of democracy
and stability, but neglect the contributions by the Latin American states. In reac-
tion, ‘revisionist’ scholarship, which emerged in the 1980s and grew to dominate
the literature, reversed the lack of attention to US exploitation and impositions
on Latin America. While calling attention to the imperialist or hegemonic aspect
of bilateral and regional relationships, these analyses also failed to articulate the
contributions on the Latin American side and overstated the homogeneity of the
relationships that 20 nations had forged with the United States.

For Long the ‘internationalist’ approach pioneered by Hal Brands offers a still better
alternative (pp. 11–12). Such studies embrace multilayered and multinational consid-
erations without a presumption of dominance and leave room for evaluation of the
asymmetry in power relations and the way interests are defined. He describes this as
the foundation for a five-stage analytical process that he employs in a series of case stud-
ies in the next four chapters of the book: (i) problem understanding, (ii) foreign policy
goals, (iii) foreign policy strategies, (iv) dyadic actions and responses and (v) outcomes.

The case studies provide comprehensive reviews of four regionally significant epi-
sodes in which Latin American countries largely shaped the outcome of interactions
with the United States. They cover the role of Brazil in laying the foundation for the
Alliance for Progress (Operação PanAmericana), the way General Omar Torrijos
enabled Panama to gain control of the canal, Mexico’s success in framing the original
NAFTA treaty, and thewayColombia got financing from theUnited States for its plan
to fight the violence resulting from drug trafficking. While the case studies succeed in
demonstrating the utility of Long’s approach, the soundness of the overall treatments
and the addition of considerable archival and other original material sourced in the
LatinAmerican countries argues for taking themasmore than case studies. Theyactu-
ally offer authoritative diplomatic histories of these important regional developments.

The quality of Long’s analysis of these globally significant incidents in US–Latin
American relations endows this book with utility far beyond the expected range of
courses in International Politics and Latin American Studies. Any of the cases could
also be useful in Latin American History or Comparative Politics courses and would
also be appropriate in Development Studies and even Trade Policy Studies. These
studies would also be especially valuable for diplomatic training and war college
programmes because of the richness of the treatment of both sides, as well as the
give and take and gradual re-shaping of positions and subtle influences which char-
acterise diplomacy but are often neglected in academic texts.
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Despite the obvious achievement that Long’s analysis represents, he is a cautious
scholar and his concluding chapter stays well within the scope of the original inten-
tion. His review of the case studies shows that Latin American countries were not
only able to influence the situation within their region but also influenced US
behaviour. They demonstrate that weaker states do indeed exert far more influence
in international relations than the difference in material power would seem to pre-
dict. He then extends this analysis to point out how weaker states can develop
opportunities to extend their power, build additional resources through collective
action with other states, and especially take advantage of unique resources, such
as the geostrategic positions of Panama’s canal and Mexico’s shared border with
the United States, to further influence outcomes.

His final arguments point out the gains the internationalist approach provides
over some fairly well-known establishment and revisionist interpretations of
these case studies. His claim that the results show ‘richer, more complex under-
standings of US–Latin American relations, in which there are many significant
actors instead of one’ (p. 235), is amply supported. However, his caution and per-
haps modesty lead to the neglect of another fascinating and, at least to this reviewer,
still more significant set of conclusions about these cases. In each instance, the
favourable outcomes for the Latin American protagonists led to what might be con-
sidered collateral benefits to other neighbouring states: Brazilian advocacy of
Pan-Americanism opened the door for the Alliance for Progress; Panama’s control
of the canal resulted in an expanded and more efficient waterway and increased
regional cooperation in maritime security; the success of NAFTA encouraged the
development of a number of regional trade agreements and increased competitive-
ness in Latin American economies; and Plan Colombia served as the harbinger of
increased regional cooperation and US financial support for countries of Central
America and the Caribbean. No one would be more pleased than Bob Pastor
with results showing that getting the United States to cooperate with Latin
American initiatives has the potential for advancing inter-Americanism.
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The history of US intervention in Latin America features a long list of protagonists:
meddlesome ambassadors, invading marines, brash business moguls and clandes-
tine operatives of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). In a novel contribution
to the sweeping historiography on American imperialism, Marc Becker introduces
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