
a frontier city and initially it was meant to fall under comital/royal control. But
from the start the presence of the Templars was strong as well as of baronial fam-
ilies such as the Montcadas. Templar seigniorial activity steadily increased as
Ramon’s successor, Alfons I, gave the Templars ever more rights in exchange for
financial support, culminating in the Templars gaining control over Tortosa and
its surroundings in  with the exception of the regalia. In Contested treasure
Barton examines what the implications of this were for the Jews of the city. Who
had jurisdiction over them? The king? The Templars? The commune as customary
law evolved? No hard and fast rules emerge from the sources as the crown contin-
ued to develop the principles of its Jewish policy and as Jaume I made concerted
efforts to regain royal power in Tortosa from  onwards. Things were not
even completely settled when Jaume II regained control over Tortosa by granting
the Templars jurisdiction over a number of places in Valencia. Throughout this
examination Barton makes plain how the issue of Christian jurisdiction over
Jews must be studied within the wider framework of the evolution of royal authority
and its interaction with local power structures. Conversely, historians of govern-
ance in Iberia can learn much by looking at the position of Jews (and Muslims)
in the evolving Christian kingdoms of the peninsula. This approach yields a
much more nuanced image of Iberia than is usually given. My only quibble with
this excellent book is the lack of the full texts of the crucial legal documents
that it cites; it would have been so useful to have had these in an appendix, espe-
cially for those who wish to delve even further in the exact meaning of words used
to tease out the nuances that the terminology might convey. But this is no way
detracts from the fact that this is a valuable book for students and scholars alike.

ANNA SAPIR ABULAFIALADY MARGARET HALL,
OXFORD

Peter of Cornwall’s Book of revelations. By Robert Easting and Richard Sharpe. (Studies
and Texts, . British Writers of the Middle Ages and the Early Modern
Period, .) Pp. xvi + . Toronto: PIMS Publications/Oxford: Bodleian
Library, . $.     ;     
JEH () ; doi:./S

Amongst the greater icebergs of unpublished twelfth-century compendia, those by
Peter of Cornwall, his Pantheologus (approaching one million words) and his Liber
reuelationum (about half that length) float in undisputed magnificence. Yet, as the
editors of this volume explain, enough of Peter’s Liber has already been chipped
away into modern editions that, with a little re-hammering, the entire book can
be assembled here as an edition, in part calendar, in part facing-page Latin and
English text. The results will horrify those of Germanic sensibility, convinced
that only a word by word transcription will do. Those meanwhile who are
curious to gain access to a text of great but intermittent interest will offer
Sharpe and Easting nothing but thanks and praise. Born in about , Peter
was a Cornishman who entered the Augustinian priory of Holy Trinity Adgate.
There he joined the broader intellectual milieu of Gilbert Foliot and the schools
of St Paul’s. Elected prior of Holy Trinity in , and therefore head of house
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at the time of the rebel-French occupation of London (–), he died in .
His Pantheologus seems to date from , his book of marvels from about .
Apart from his plundering of earlier writers (Jerome, Bede, Gregory the Great,
Gregory of Tours, and a whole lectionary’s worth of hagiographers from
Sulpicius Severus to Adam of Eynsham via Reginald of Durham, expertly listed
here), Peter picked up materials from story-tellers whom he himself had met. All
such original material is supplied here both in Latin and in English. As a result,
the editors reprint a dozen stories published as long ago as  by Christopher
Holdsworth, and their own later editions of Peter’s accounts of St Patrick’s
Purgatory and ‘The vision of Ailsi’ (concerning Peter’s grandfather and his
uncle, Bernard, scribe to King Henry I). A further twenty-four stories are here pub-
lished for the first time. There are wonders in plenty, not least amongst this new
material, for example the story told by Simon, priest of Borden in Kent, of an ex-
communicate fraudster dragged from his bed, nightcap and all, and carried by
demons across the Thames to Tilbury. There are new insights here into social or
religious realities: on funerals (for example I.., p. , or I., pp. –),
on tithe-paying (Prologue , p. , and I.., p. ), on the glazing of
windows (II., p. ), the ringing of bells (II., p. ) or the striking of
wooden boards to proclaim the death of monks (I., p. ). Peter’s story-
telling inhabits the same thought world as that of Walter Map or Gerald of
Wales, albeit that, as the editors point out, it carries not a whiff of the ‘new’ the-
ology of the Paris schools. A vision that Peter records of King Henry II as a pool
doomed to drain away (I., p. ) is of more than passing significance, as are
the details that he supplies of his uncle Nicholas (I.., p.), royal scribe,
and later canon of Merton. This latter is crucial in proving a connection
between Merton and the royal chancery some years before Thomas Becket
(future chancellor) was schooled at Merton. The index is rather thin on subjects
(nothing on ‘cyrograph’, ‘excommunication’, ‘funerals’, ‘tabula’ etc, despite the
prominence afforded to such things in the collection itself). There was a link
between Peter and Godfrey de Lucy, dedicatee of book IV of Peter’s Pantheologus,
through Godfrey’s extensive property-holding in Cornwall, which is not explored
here. The edition is priced beyond the means of most professors, let alone most
students. These quibbles apart, the editors are to be congratulated for serving
up so rich a collection of delights.

NICHOLAS VINCENTUNIVERSITY OF EAST ANGLIA

Crist i la història. Els inicis de la historiografia eclesiàstica catalana en el seu context europeu.
By Monserrat Jiménez Sureda. Pp. xii + . Barcelona: Universitat Autònoma
de Barcelona, . € (paper). ----.
JEH () ; doi:./S

From the choice of cover to the last of the lists that it provides, Crist i la història
shows a deep investment in the inclusion of multiple discourses and disciplines
in its overview of Western European ecclesiastical historiography. The author,
Montserrat Jiménez Sureda, has already researched and written articles on the
Catalan Church, religious art and society in wartime, a background that can be
appreciated throughout her most recent book. This -and-more page
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