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somewhat veiled and are not shown iconographically
in this book (Figure 47, however, does show a
Nahua Tzitzimitl with a serpent between her legs).
Nevertheless, in a world in which a woman likely com-
pleted her childbearing years in her late thirties or early
forties and could become a grandmother at the age of
32, grandmothers would have been formidable charac-
ters—still sexually active, but in mature and powerful
ways that revealed male vulnerabilities.

By arraying mythic narratives from all over Meso-
america and examining their “goodness of fit” with
scenes depicted on Maya Preclassic murals, Classic
period pottery vessels, and—to a lesser extent—Post-
classic codices, Chinchilla Mazariegos takes us on an
open-ended exploration of Mesoamerican ontologies
and embedded constructs of moral authority and
existential dangers. Revealing a rich and varied
knowledge tradition, Art and Myth of the Ancient
Maya is written in a manner that is accessible to
undergraduates, and it should be read by every stu-
dent of Mesoamerica.

One wishes, however, that Chinchilla Mazariegos
had moderated his stance against synthetic interpretation
by composing a final chapter that returned to the com-
mon themes underlying his superpower-equipped
nodal characters and their extraordinary adventures.
Printed on glossy paper with hundreds of high-quality
color photographs and black-and-white line drawings,
the hardbound edition is priced accordingly—which
dampens its potential utility for undergraduate and
graduate courses in Maya archaeology, art history, folk-
lore, or myth. Hopefully, a paperback edition will soon
be available.

The New Nomadic Age: Archaeologies of Forced and
Undocumented Migration. YANNIS HAMILAKIS,
editor. 2018. Equinox Publishing, Bristol, Connecti-
cut. xiv+253 pp. $50.00 (paperback), ISBN 978-1-
78179-711-2.

Reviewed by Randall H. McGuire, Binghamton
University

Around the world today, hundreds of thousands of
people fleeing violence, poverty, and abuse have left
the Global South seeking to enter Europe and the Uni-
ted States. The nations of the Global North have
erected barriers (physical and legal) to deter migrants
and refugees. They have dispatched their border
guards to turn them away. Migrants and refugees travel
thousands of miles, expend thousands of dollars, cross
deserts, and float in stormy seas. Tens of thousands
die, many end up in squalid camps or detention
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centers, and some make it to the North where countless
must live in hiding. Contributors to Yannis Hamila-
kis’s The New Nomadic Age use archaeology to
study forced and undocumented migration during the
twentieth century.

Hamilakis points out that this modern migration
entails material and sensual experiences in time, and
that the craft of archaeology engages with the material,
the sensual, and the temporal. Thus, we can use archaeo-
logical methods to study and understand modern
migration. Following the lead of scholarship in refugee
and forced migration studies, The New Nomadic Age
engages with modern migrations as a humanitarian cri-
sis and seeks social justice for migrants and refugees.

The 19 chapters of the book— many of which ori-
ginally appeared in 2016 in the Journal of Contemporary
Archaeology (3[2])—span the globe from North
America to Europe to Australia and Asia, and they par-
ticipate in a growing archaeological commentary on
the contemporary world. Contributors focus on
dynamic material relations and the lived experience
of the modern world. Archeological techniques help
identify detail in the seeming chaos of the modern
material world, unearthing the complex relationships
that material shares with social relations, meaning,
and agency. The chapters in The New Nomadic Age
seek to understand migrants’ journeys: what they left
behind, how they built new lives, and what the heritage
of migration is.

Modern migration entails movement through
space and kinesthetic experiences of landscapes and
seascapes. Such movement is fraught with danger—
thousands have died in the deserts of the southwestern
United States in recent years, and tens of thousands
have died in the Mediterranean Sea. Archaeologists
in The New Nomadic Age find the materiality of mod-
ern migration in remnants such as backpacks and per-
sonal effects that migrants and refugees leave on the
landscape (Chapter 3, Stewart et al.). The chapters dis-
cuss various types of abandoned material culture,
including life jackets on Greek islands (Chapter 9,
Tryikos-Ergas), and dozens of cars abandoned on
the Finnish-Russian border (Chapter 11, Seitsonen
et al.). Migrants and refugees also mark their routes
with graffiti and shrines (Chapter 4, Soto).

The experience of modern migration creates
empty spaces, in both social and material senses, in
the places that people leave. Certain chapters in
The New Nomadic Age discuss buildings left
behind in the 1947 Partition of India and Pakistan
(Chapter 1, Riggs and Jat) and the bedrooms people
left behind in Albania (Chapter 7, Pistrick and
Bachmeier). In both examples, the materiality of
absences is powerful.
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Migrants and refugees struggle to enter the Global
North and build new lives, and they often fail to do so.
Nations imprison migrants and refugees in detention
centers or deport them back to the Global South.
Materiality shapes the experience of detention centers
and deportation, and migrants use material things to
resist and protest both detention and deportation. Sev-
eral chapters in The New Nomadic Age focus on the
materiality of detention and deportation, especially
in Greece (Chapter 5, Radziwinowiczéwna; Chapter
8, Kourelis). They reveal how migrants use drawings
(Chapter 10, Arbelaez and Mulholland), gardens
(Chapter 12, Coelho), clothing (Chapter 2, Butler
and Al-Nammari), and other material elements to resist
these processes.

Do we valorize the material remnants of migration as
heritage, or are these objects just trash to be disposed of ?
Should museums treat the experience of migration as
national heritage in the Global North (Chapter 14,
Byrne; Chapter 15, Schofield)? Many museums have
simply ignored migration, while others have built exhi-
bitions that distort and malign the migrant/refugee
experience (Chapter 13, Breene). Should archaeologists
engage with and encourage migrants’ self-representation
of their own heritage (Chapter 16, Thomopoulos et al.)?

The last three chapters of the book provide a com-
mentary on the archaeology of forced and undocu-
mented migration (Chapter 17, Harrison et al.;
Chapter 18, Kirtsoglou; Chapter 19, VanValken-
burgh). These comments—and The New Nomadic
Age as a whole—show that archaeologists can work
with migrants and refugees, and they can use archae-
ology to better understand how migrants and refugees
interpret and fashion their own history. We can
also use our privilege in the Global North to wage
a war for social justice for contemporary migrants
and refugees.

Disturbing Bodies: Perspectives on Forensic Anthro-
pology. ZOE CROSSLAND and ROSEMARY
JOYCE, editors. 2015. School for Advanced Research
Press, Santa Fe, New Mexico. vii+ 234 pp. $39.95
(paperback), ISBN 978-1-938645-55-6.

Reviewed by Ginesse A. Listi, Louisiana State
University

Disturbing Bodies is the cleverly titled edited volume
that resulted from a seminar sponsored by the School
for Advanced Research in 2012. Succinctly conveying
themes explored throughout the book, the title has a
double meaning refering to the disruption (i.e.,
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exhumation or excavation) of human remains in foren-
sic and archaeological contexts and the psychological
impact such work has on those who perform or are
otherwise affected by it (e.g. anthropologists, other
professionals, family members of the deceased, and
their communities).

Ten anthropologists who work with or around
human remains—including in forensic archaeology
in human rights investigations, domestic forensic
anthropological casework, bioarchaeological and mor-
tuary archaeological assessments, and ethnological
analyses—contribute to 10 chapters. All chapters are
engagingly written and incorporate to varying degrees
formal prose, factual accounts of events, and first per-
son narrative.

Chapter 1, coauthored by editors Crossland and
Joyce, provides an overview of the volume and intro-
duces the theme that forensic investigations of human
rights violations are different from traditional models
of forensic anthropology. The former demands a flex-
ible and holistic approach where attention to context
(both physical and cultural) is critical and adaptability
is required because of different and potentially oppos-
ing professional, cultural, or governmental expecta-
tions. Further, whether the context is forensic or
archaeological, the deceased have agency that affects
the living, and anthropologists are uniquely qualified
to represent it.

The remaining chapters expand on these concepts.
Chapters 2 and 3 focus on international human rights
work. Chapters 4 and 5 discuss standardization
broadly in forensic anthropology and narrowly in
human rights contexts. Chapters 6 through 8 comment
on portrayals of forensic anthropologists in popular
culture and the complexity of ancestry assessment
and how its use may perpetuate the misunderstanding
of race as a biological category. Chapters 9 and 10
offer accounts of working with the deceased from
bioarchaeology = and  mortuary  archaeology
perspectives.

The strength of the volume is its broad anthropo-
logical representation. The authors include biological
anthropologists, archaeologists, and a social anthro-
pologist. Even how language is used regarding the
deceased is addressed in Chapter 10. From this diver-
sity comes recognition of the holistic nature of forensic
anthropology in human rights investigations and the
acknowledgment that its practice varies in inter-
national settings. Difficult discussions are initiated
about standardization, the meaning of justice, and
the responsibility anthropologists have to “speak” for
the dead, whether by generating evidence useful in
legal proceedings or by “bear[ing] historical witness
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