
Ethiopians on the global stage, or conversely decried the cultural dislocation and
internalised Eurocentrism of twentieth century Ethiopian intellectuals, especially
the Marxist students of the s. Modernist Art in Ethiopia adds complexity to this
debate in two ways. First of all, it encourages readers to recognise that the artists
of the s, in their critique of domestic authoritarianism, did articulate powerful
visual narratives of freedom and justice, even if they fell short of relating them to
colonial discourse. Second, this was not the case for all artists: Skunder
Boghossian, in his radical hybridisation of the aesthetics of Pan-Africanism,
African-American jazz, French surrealism, and Ethiopian religious art, created art-
works able to richly illustrate the ‘coloniality of our noncolonized land’ (p. ), bring-
ing Ethiopia back into dialogue with black and African subaltern modernisms.

ElizabethWoldeGiorgis calls her book ‘a provocation to broaden research’ (p.),
and indeed she pays homage, in the Acknowledgements andConclusion, to a new gen-
eration of Ethiopian scholars who are leading the way in confronting Ethiopian coloni-
ality. Within scholarship on Ethiopia, though, she laments that the intellectual
contribution of art and artists is still largely neglected. A crucial question to explore
in the future of the discipline, for example, would be to interrogate Ethiopian coloni-
ality within Ethiopia’s own borders, with reference to what she calls the ‘Semitic-
centred exclusivist malaise’ (p. ), asking how Ethiopian artists acknowledged, per-
petuated or challenged the public marginalisation of non-Christian artistic traditions,
as well as the role that non-Christian traditions have played and continue to play in the
ongoing building and rebuilding of Ethiopian modernity.

SARA MARZAGORA

King’s College London

Governance and the Postcolony: views from Africa edited by DAVID EVERATT

Johannesburg: Wits University Press, . Pp. , US$ (pbk)
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Governance and the Postcolony seeks to recalibrate ‘governance’ in light of the inter-
ventions of post-colonial and decolonial theory and the conditions of ‘the’ postcol-
ony. Editor David Everatt sees this as a ‘resurrection’ of governance from the mire of
academic pedantry and the weight of indices of ‘good governance’ imposed by the
World Bank and former imperial powers. For Everatt, governance involves ‘power
and the ability to hold it to account’ (p. ). It is a process: ‘a series of moments
of democratic tension’, in which ‘the exercise of power by the state is open to
contest, challenge and counter’ (p. , , ). He argues that governance theorists
have insufficiently acknowledged historical and contemporary inequality in power
relationships. Against this background, and employing an array of theoretical frame-
works and models of governance, chapters consider governance with regard to the
African Union, human development, foreign policy, urban food systems, public
health, public policymaking, water management, state-owned entities, judicial over-
sight, higher education and service delivery.

Some chapters – Bond’s on imperial and sub-imperial practices in the context of
global, neo-liberal capitalism (p. –), or Miller, Mkhize, Pointer and
Magoqwana’s contribution, which considers poor and racialised subjects and raises
notions of feminism and environmentalism (p. –) – highlight the unequal
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context of the postcolony. However, a certain incongruity emerges in attempting to
make governance relevant to the postcolony while running up against its shortcom-
ings and contradictions as a largely imposed set of theories and measures. At times,
one might have expected that the inequalities in power that Everatt centres would
be foregrounded, such as in Nieuwkerk and Mphahlele’s chapter (p. –) on
crisis leadership during the West African Ebola outbreak of –, where this
key context is all but an afterthought; or in Monyane’s chapter (p. –) on
the judiciary in South Africa, where there is no elaboration on the significance of
what the author acknowledges to be colonial ‘rules of the game’. In general, conven-
tional analyses using African examples outweigh any reimagining of governance in
the context of post-colonial Africa.

Given the subtitle – A view from Africa – one would expect a greater share of voices
or case studies reflecting the diversity of African contexts. One case study from West
Africa and a chapter informed by research in Zambia are unbalanced by the prepon-
derance of South African material and perspectives. The attempt to theorise govern-
ance in the African postcolony is therefore limited. No study can be exhaustive, but
one would also welcome African perspectives on patterns of labour, un/employ-
ment, migration and xenophobia: all important issues for governance.

The absence of a working definition or deeper conceptualisation of ‘democracy’
hampers the analysis of governance in relation to ‘democratic tension’. What is dem-
ocracy? When is tension democratic – between which actors, and in relation to
which post-colonial questions? Two chapters attest that the South African events
around decolonising higher education in – are an important field of
inquiry for post-colonial governance. But this demands closer attention to the
content of those movements than the chapters deliver. An analysis of the ways
those movements challenged governance logic and structures, and suggested or for-
mulated new techniques and patterns for ‘governance’ based on their visions of the
postcolony, would be a more substantial contribution than analyses through existing
models of governance or a governance agenda set by a group of academics.
Democracy would be a focal element in such a discussion.

Cumulatively, the chapters complicate governance as a concept and provide a
(South) African context for thinking about governance. But the ambitious
promise around post-colonial and decolonial theory laid out in Everatt’s opening
chapters is not sustained. The primary contribution of Governance and the
Postcolony is to open the concept of ‘governance’ to further inquiry and debate on
its relevance to the postcolony.

PADDY O ’HALLORAN
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Today, many will associate the bustling, urban city of Goma with armed group incur-
sions and the Congo wars of the s/s, and the home of hundreds of inter-
national NGOs and humanitarian workers. And perhaps more recently, with the
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