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                  Grace     Musila   .   A Death Retold in Truth and Rumour: Kenya, Britain and the 
Julie Ward Murder  .   Suffolk, U.K. :  James Currey ,  2015 . xvii + 216 pp. $29.95. Paper. 
ISBN:  9781847011374 .      

  Stories about who killed a white woman tourist in Kenya in 1988 led Grace 
Musila to interrogate what she calls the “colonial archive”—the set of atti-
tudes, beliefs, and prejudices that recur long after the social structures that 
propped them up have fallen. Exquisitely examined through memoirs, 
reports, official documents, journals, newspaper articles, blogs, social media, 
scholarly works, and novels,  A Death Retold in Truth and Rumour  visits the 
contact zone between Africans and Europeans and traces unequal rela-
tionships from colonialism to the present. It is a study of the effects of the 
tenacity of colonial binaries of modern–traditional, white–black, nature–
culture, male–female, and virgin–whore, as well as an unblinking look at 
the space of terror in what she calls “the criminal state.” Musila happened 
upon the story of the murder of Julie Ward while doing research on polit-
ical assassinations in Kenya. Julie Ward was a young British woman on an 
overland trip across Africa, whose charred remains were found in Kenya 
at the Maasai Mara Game Reserve in 1988. To this day the motive for the 

Africans to jettison rules of etiquette. (Doris Lessing’s  The Grass Is Singing  
[1950] is perhaps the best insider’s view in this regard.) Shutt notes that in 
the 1950s long-time residents did their best to inculcate in new white immi-
grants the ways of being Rhodesian. But these intrawhite attempts to disci-
pline one another had a longer history, perhaps most importantly between 
Britons and Afrikaaners. Similarly, the very definition of “white” remained 
a matter of debate, as Shutt notes in relation to Greek shop owners: Anglos 
and Africans alike did not feel Greeks deserved the deference accorded to 
“real whites” (11–12). I would have wished for the author to push this point 
further, however, and examine how these “marginal” whites fit into and 
complicate her story. 

 But on the whole this is a fascinating, well-written study of how critical 
daily interpersonal relations are to the construction, subversion, and 
reworking of domination. It is based on a wide variety of sources, marshaled 
to great effect. There are other important themes in the book—on European 
and African conceptions of gender, on class and respectability—which will 
repay close reading. One sincerely hopes that Shutt’s work will get a wide 
reading, for students of colonial history have much to learn. And just as 
Shutt wisely consulted work on the Jim Crow South, Americanists should 
equally consult this text.  

    Brett     Shadle     
   Virginia Tech 

Blacksburg ,  Virginia  
 doi:10.1017/asr.2016.53   shadle@vt.edu  
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murder and the identity of the murderers are unknown. But theories about 
the death abound. Not admitting that it was murder, Kenyan officials first 
postulated that she committed suicide, burning herself after hacking her 
body proved ineffective. Later they forwarded the idea that she was struck 
by lightning and devoured by animals. Through pressure from the mur-
dered woman’s father—his book about his daughter’s death is a major 
source for this study—junior and then senior game wardens were put on 
trial and in each case the defendants were acquitted due to lack of evi-
dence. Outside the courts, Kenyan public opinion, or the “pavement radio,” 
as Musila puts it, circulated rumors that a “Big Politician” or someone 
related to a “Big Politician” did it. Giving up on his theory of lustful black 
men and defenseless white women that pointed to the game wardens, 
Ward’s father, after years of investigation, came to believe that a “Big 
Politician” was responsible for his daughter’s death. Other binaries from 
the colonial archives that had fueled his indignation—the inefficiencies, 
duplicities, and corruption of Africans versus the truth, justice, and integ-
rity of the British—also collapsed as he noted the complicity of the British 
High Commission in Kenya in covering up the truth of his daughter’s death. 
Tracking how Ward’s father came to see unities and continuities across what 
he once believed were absolute divides, Musila shows that “binary lenses—
often articulated through notions of Europe’s commitment to justice and 
human rights as contrasted to postcolonial African states’ abuse of these—
work to mask the intersections between the two, marked by complicities 
largely mediated by the interests of capital, which fracture the myth of 
Europe’s moral authority sanctioned by a value-neutral progress through 
modernity” (168). 

 The eight chapters of this book are rich in detail and resplendent in 
research, each developing a different facet of multiple and overlapping 
stories. Here I will briefly reprise two arguments, one on truth, rumor, and 
modernity, and the other on postcolonial whiteness. In the chapter titled 
“Julie Ward’s Death and the Kenyan Grapevine,” Musila argues that rumors 
that a powerful man was responsible for Ward’s death grew from networks 
of subalterns, reflected a history of political assassinations, evidenced a dis-
trust of modern state institutions, critiqued the legacy of colonial moder-
nity with its selective distribution of privileges, and should be taken seriously 
as a species of social truth. This is a marvelous use of folklore and social 
history as well as an exposition of Kenyan modernity. In two chapters, 
“Wildebeest, ‘Noble Savages’ and Moi’s Kenya: Cultural Illiteracies in the 
Search of Julie Ward’s Killers” and “Farms in Africa: Wildlife Tourism, 
Conservation and Whiteness in Postcolonial Africa,” Musila analyzes the 
performance of whiteness in postcolonial Kenya. Going beyond the 
headlines—black poachers killed by white farmers, endangered animals 
slain by black men—she finds that colonial tropes have been transformed. 
No longer are whites trying to civilize Africa; they are now protecting the 
continent from its own people, especially black men. I just have one quibble 
with this. While tourists outnumber other whites in Kenya and farmers are 
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a distinct minority, a study of the performance of whiteness in Africa should 
mention the humanitarian workers and nongovernmental organizations 
that shape the social landscape. This is a performance of whiteness, perhaps, 
still based in the colonial archive. 

 What Musila does with the questions that she takes up is brilliant. This 
is a smart book—smart in its interconnectivity, in its insights, and in the 
voracious mind behind it.  A Death Retold in Truth and Rumour  should be 
assigned to upper-level classes in African studies and cultural studies. 
Scholars might know some of this already, but we have never seen it put 
together just this way.  

    Carolyn Martin     Shaw     
   University of California 
Santa Cruz ,  California  
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                  Ronald     Aminzade   .   Race, Nation, and Citizenship in Post-Colonial Africa: 
The Case of Tanzania  .   New York :  Cambridge University Press ,  2013 . xx + 424 pp. 
Acknowledgments. Map of Tanzania. Chronology. Bibliography. Index. $99.00. Cloth. 
ISBN:  978-1107044388 .      

  Tanzania’s struggles to achieve sovereignty, development, and equality 
have attracted considerable attention over the years. In  Race, Nation, and 
Citizenship in Post-Colonial Africa  Ronald Aminzade sheds new light on 
the inherent strains between Julius Nyerere’s inclusive socialist vision of 
nation building and the exclusive racial nationalism embraced by many 
officials within the ruling party. Is socialism merely a means by which to 
appropriate the assets of Tanzania’s relatively affluent Asian minority? 
While this question has been fruitfully explored by James Brennan and 
other scholars, Aminzade paints an unusually broad canvas. He exam-
ines Tanzania’s racially tinged politics from TANU’s inception in the 1950s all 
the way to the present—well beyond socialism’s ostensible demise. In doing 
so he necessarily provides a synthesis of others’ work, yet also draws heavily 
from primary materials such as newspapers, Tanzanian national assembly 
debates, and archival and oral materials. And while  Race, Nation, and Citizenship  
works as a thematic study, I would argue that its greatest value is as a 
political and economic history of postcolonial Tanzania. Given the relative 
scarcity of scholars willing to pursue such a wide-ranging approach, this is 
indeed praise. Even so, specialists will also find new angles on a host of 
familiar topics. 

 In light of the “tri-partite racial order” that emerged during the colo-
nial era, TANU debates revolved around electoral strategy and whether or 
not to extend membership to non-Africans. With independence, contests 
shifted toward the pace of Africanization of the army and civil service. 
Aminzade notes that such disputes led to Nyerere’s resignation as prime 
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