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Young Lives in Prebistory (Manchester:

Manchester University Press, 2018, 304pp., 52 illustr., ISBN 978-1526128935)

With the study of childhood becoming
increasingly of interest within the discip-
line of archaeology, and a growing aware-
ness that data surrounding childhood may
provide new insights into numerous issues
related to human cognitive and societal
development, it is of no surprise that
summary pieces are now beginning to
emerge. Such volumes are a great asset to
the field and are especially valuable for
bringing the latest archaeological dialogues
to the awareness of the everyday reader.
Robin Derricourt’s volume is no exception,
being an accessible read for anyone won-
dering about day-to-day life in the past.
To begin, Derricourt clearly outlines the
objective of the volume, his reasons for
utilising comparisons to other primates
and cross-cultural analogies, the book
structure, and the terminology used,
before moving into a brief background of
childhood archaeology. The book’s eleven
chapters follow a child’s life history, begin-
ning with their birth and moving through
to an untimely death—TUnderstanding’,
‘Being’, ‘Growing’, ‘Feeding’, ‘Wearing’,
‘Learning’, ‘Playing’, ‘Fighting’, ‘Dying 1’,
‘Dying 2, ‘Progressing’'—creating a logical
flow of information throughout the
volume. Each chapter follows a set
pattern. First, he sets out to describe the
behaviours exhibited by extant great apes
and the possible insights these observa-
tions may provide for early human ances-
tors (such as Australopithecines). He then
outlines examples of archaeological evi-
dence for childhood in the deep or more
recent past, before concluding with a con-
sideration of several illustrative cases of
how modern hunter-gather-fisher or agri-
cultural societies raise their children.

The first chapter (Understanding: The
Deep Past of Childhood’) describes the now
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well-established issue of children having
long been ignored by archaeologists, and
their consequent invisibility in archaeological
narratives, with the author rightly noting
that childhood archaeology (as a research
avenue) celebrated its twenty-fifth anniver-
sary at the time of the book’s publication.

Chapter 2 (‘Being: Birth, Motherhood,
and Infancy’) then begins the examination
of the current state of the discipline
through exploring the mothers-infant
bond in our closest extant relatives and the
possible implications for our hominin
ancestors, before Chapter 3 (‘Growing:
The Child in the Family’) touches on the
subject of what would constitute a ‘trad-
itional family’ in different contexts.
Examples of children being depicted in
ancient art are discussed here, before the
practical issue of carrying an infant and
grandparent alloparenting in several con-
temporary societies is brushed over.

Moving on, Chapter 4 (Feeding:
Weaning, Eating, and Health’) covers one
of the most important part of a child’s sur-
vival: nutrition. Teeth analysis to identify
the time of weaning and overall health of a
child starts this chapter off, before infant
care patterns held by great apes and a dis-
cussion of contemporary food provisioning
in modern hunter-gatherer and agricultural
societies are presented. Chapter 5 (‘Wearing:
Clothing, Adornment, and Body Shaping’)
focuses on another critical aspect: the cloth-
ing and adornment of the young. Moving
from historical accounts of peoples whose
children went about largely unclothed to the
reconstruction of clothing from burials and
Palaeolithic human figurines, this section
concludes by touching on examples of worn
pieces from more recent contexts.

The next two chapters—Chapter 6
(‘Learning: Knowledge and Skills’) and
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Chapter 7 (‘Playing: Fun, Games, Toys,
and Culture)—cover the aspect of which
we know most about past children’s lives:
their education. Literature regarding play
and tradition transmission in apes leads
the discussion, before a series of sections
highlight the areas where archaeologists
have made the most progress: stone tool
technology, rock art production, and
pottery production. These sections outline
some of the challenges faced by researchers
attempting to identify child-made material
culture in the archaeological record.

The fact that much of what we currently
know about past children has been drawn
from their skeletal remains is obvious seeing
as not only are the following three chapters
(Chs 8, 9, and 10) entirely devoted to this
topic, but burials are consistently referred to
throughout the entire volume. Indeed,
Derricourt does repeatedly cite the key child-
hood archaeology mantra, that we can tell
very little about the /ives of children from
their deaths, however, more than half of the
book uses burials as the source of informa-
tion to inform on the lives of past children.
While alternative avenues for future research
are laid out in the concluding chapter (Ch.
11) of the volume—such as aDNA for sex
determination of skeletal remains, expanding
on the evidence for apprenticeships, or
simply just keeping children in mind when
excavating and interpreting features—these
ideas are glossed over, missing the opportun-
ity to really explore the cutting-edge of child-
hood archaeology.

This brings us to the literature cited
within the volume. Within the opening
pages of the book, a list of key references
is presented to the reader. It is striking
how few sources were utilised, and how
heavily David Lancys (2015) The
Anthropology of Childhood: Cherubs, Chattel,
Changelings was drawn on in order to talk
about various modern contexts throughout
the volume. In contrast, archaeological
material, which was used to discuss the
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‘prehistoric’ (defined in the book as ‘soci-
eties that preceded the emergence of civil-
isation’, p. xvii) past, is quite limited in
geographic and temporal scope. Though
examples are drawn from late Pleistocene
and early agricultural contexts in Africa,
the Levant, and Australia, Europe pro-
vides the bulk of archaeological aspects
discussed. While the history of archae-
ology, taphonomy, and sampling issues do
account for some of this disparity, it
would have been rewarding to have a more
even spread of contexts wherever possible.

Similarly, it is a pity that the leadership
of female researchers in the field of child-
hood archaeology is poorly represented in
the main text. Although Derricourt has
correctly represented the contributions of
various researchers within the chapter ref-
erence lists and footnotes, the text does
lend itself to the misconception that male
researchers lead, and indeed, dominate the
field. Consequently, those unfamiliar with
past childhood studies and wishing to
follow up on this developing line of
enquiry would naturally seek out those
highlighted in the main text. For example,
I found that in four (of the eleven) chap-
ters, only male researchers were mentioned
by name within the main text; in nine (of
the eleven) chapters, more than seventy-
five per cent of in-text mentions were of
male researchers; and, in total, while forty-
one per cent of the literature cited (in the
reference  list) was  female-led/sole-
authored, seventy-three per cent of
researchers mentioned by name within the
main text were male.

In sum, Unearthing Childhood: Young
Lives in Prebistory rightly highlights the
significance of children in past societies
and the quantity of work ahead for archae-
ology, anthropology, and many other dis-
ciplines in bringing children back into our
picture of the past. Its focus on children’s
burials as the main source of information
presented to the reader, instead of the
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advances researchers have made in identi-
fying material culture or behaviours used
in life, however, misses the chance to
redirect focus towards these developing
methodologies and theories.
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The relationship between trade and civil-
ization is, or should be, of great interest to
anyone exploring the evolution of human
societies globally. Whether in micro- or
macro-scale, networks, movements of
goods, craftspeople, warriors, finished pro-
ducts, ideas, and even viruses and diseases
should be taken under consideration in
our attempt to comprehend the mechan-
isms that make groups of people thrive or
societies collapse.

This edited volume is a collection of
papers on the central theme of trade and
civilization that is clearly the result of
copious research, fruitful discussions
amongst the contributors, and hard work
on the editors’ part to bring this all
together. As stated in the Preface’, the
book is the product of three interdisciplin-
ary conferences that took place in 2011,
2012, and 2013, after which the manu-
scripts were finalized. The contributors are
established scholars, experienced in their
relevant fields, something evident from the
amount of data and information provided
within the chapters, as well as their contri-
butions in other publications and confer-
In fact, several of them also
contributed to a volume on systemic inter-
action in Eurasia, entitled Interweaving

Worlds (Wilkinson et al., 2011), which

ences.
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must have been a milestone for the
editors, and especially Kristiansen, consid-
ering that the world-systems approach is
greatly appreciated and used in the current
volume as well. As Kristiansen notes
(2011: 243) ‘The Bronze Age world-
system is a heuristic device that allows us
to think big and trace the forces of history
in their full extent’.

In terms of scope, the editors put
forward an ambitious plan to explore
various aspects of the connection between
trade and civilization, such as the role of
merchants, the use of trade networks, the
division of labour, the significance of land-
scape and various technologies, from the
fifth millennium BC to AD 1600 with case
studies from East Africa, the Pacific, the
Andes, Europe, the Aegean region and
the Near East. This meets the editors’
wish nof to apply an Eurocentric view on
the topic of the volume. A number of
these case studies examine intra- and
inter-regional networks, almost exclusively
through the lens of world-systems theory,
a theoretical model very popular in the
study of pre-industrial economies, even
though it was initially developed to under-
stand capitalism. The authors approach
their topics carefully through a methodo-
logical and social framework befitting the
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