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Andrea Voß has published, in a special volume of theNeue Bremer Beiträge, her 2015 doc-
toral thesis in philosophy at the Ernst-Moritz-Arndt University Greifswald. The period ex-
amined is limited to the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and focused on travel journals
written by aristocrats from the Holy Roman Empire. The author’s purpose was to concen-
trate on literary studies as a way to analyze travel literature from the early modern age. This
new approach to discussing apodemica from the perspective of literary studies is important,
as travel literature has been examined so often from historical, art historical, or cultural his-
tory points of view. To delimit a clear field of research and achieve a meaningful outcome,
the author concentrates on princely educational travel journals written during, not after,
the journey. Her study is divided into nine chapters. It starts with an obligatory preface,
including criteria for working on handwritten texts. Moreover, Voß gives a coherent over-
view of the current state of apodemic research and the history of travel literature. In a special
chapter, Voß works out the difference between educational travel journals and other forms
of travel descriptions, such as diaries, itineraries, letters, and travel literature. She also points
out different purposes and recipients of the written journals.

One chapter explains Voß’s method of research based on searches in German ar-
chives and libraries. Although Voß’s decision to include in addition sources found in
the regional archive of Linz (Upper Austria) and the state archive of Brussels (Belgium)
is irritating, her systematic research brings out an astonishing quantity of thirty-nine
documents, underlining Voß’s success. For deeper research the author selects four
educative travel journals representing the sixteenth century, written by Michael von
der Leyen, Otto von Münchhausen, Philipp von Merode, and Heinrich Wenzel von
Münsterberg-Oels. Four further journals display the situation in the seventeenth cen-
tury, written by Friedrich Gerschow / Philipp Julius von Pommern-Wolgast, Adolf
Friedrich I. von Mecklenburg, Johann Wilhelm Neimari / Johann Ernst I. von Sachsen-
Weimar, andGeorg II. vonHessen-Darmstadt.One large chapter is dedicated to establish-
ing criteria for literary analysis. The author examines the narrative form, the narrative tense
and diction, and the form of “how someone reports,” and crosses out repetitions and often-
used phrases. Concerning the formal method, she discusses how insertions and corrections
have been made and how the texts have been composed. Moreover, the author reviews co-
dicological aspects such as used paper, paper size/format, andwritten type. She also explores
whether original sources have been duplicated, copied in true form, edited for letterpress, or
published retrospectively.

The book has adequate and clearly structured citation and includes the recent lit-
erature. The text is clear and original quotations are inserted in the continuous text. But
“Quellen- und Literaturverzeichnis” (primary sources and secondary literature) is badly
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structured. Sources with codicological information are followed by historical travel re-
ports—the selection is unclear. So-called “Textausgaben” should have been named edi-
tions; “Forschungsliteratur” would have been described clearer as bibliography. In the
end the criteria of selection in “Anhang-Transkripte” causes confusion. Another point
of criticism concerns the layout. In a text-heavy scientific work one expects some im-
ages connected to the content. Unfortunately, here images are placed at the end of
the texts, rather than within—unnecessarily complicating the reader’s ease of compre-
hension. Another critical remark concerns her writing style. Rather than use mainly
technical literary terms, the author could have loosened up the text by following the
old principle, “keep it short and simple.”

However, Voß has attained her aim. She has succeeded in employing literary-study
methods to outline the special (unique?) form of “Bildungsreisebericht” literary-study
aspects. In sum, we have a detailed and well-structured work with original findings.
Students of historical travel literature must hope for more publications like this.

Thomas Kuster, Schloss Ambras Innsbruck

The Oxford Handbook of Early Modern English Literature and Religion.
Andrew Hiscock and Helen Wilcox, eds.
Oxford Handbooks. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017. xlvi + 802 pp. $150.

Reviewing a collection of thirty-five essays could very easily result in a vapid survey, with
a brief description and scorecard shown for each contribution. I have decided not to
write such a piece. Instead, I take two soundings: How are we doing literary history these
days? And how are we doing early modern religious literary history, almost ninety years
after Herbert Butterfield’s signal intervention of 1931, The Whig Interpretation of His-
tory? I will, however, give a scorecard for the work of the editors of this volume.Working
with thirty-five contributors (effectively thirty-six, when one counts the excellent begin-
ner’s guide to bibliographical resources) demands gargantuan effort, which these editors
have made.

The book’s division tells us how we are doing literary history: We start with actual
institutions (part 1, “The Religious History of Early Modern Britain: Forms, Practices,
Belief,” seven chapters, the most original being devoted to the “Origins of Anglicanism”).
Literary institutions (i.e., genres) occupy part 2 (“Literary Genres for the Expression of
Faith,” eight chapters). Only in part 3 (“Religion and the Early Modern Writer”) do
we move to specific authors (Colet, Foxe, Spenser, Marlowe, the Sidneys, Donne,
Hutchinson, Milton). Part 4 (“Interpretative Communities,” nine chapters) is devoted
to smaller-scale reading communities (e.g., lay households, female religious houses, sec-
tarian groupings, the Jewish diaspora, or New World writers). Part 5 (“Early Modern
Religious Life: Debates and Issues,” seven chapters) is a kind of vacuuming up of topics
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