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In 1951 Laurence and Lorna Marshall and their two teenaged children, 
Elizabeth and John, embarked on what would become the first of eight 
field trips to the Kalahari Desert of South-West Africa (now Namibia). These 
trips spanned a period of slightly more than a decade. The primary purpose 
of these trips was to comprehensively study the people then commonly 
referred to as the Bushmen but more appropriately known by self-identifiers, 
such as Ju/’hoansi ! kung. Viewed against the broad canvas of the history of 
anthropological research, there are several characteristics that define these 
excursions and their scientific results as exceptional and unique.

This was a family endeavor, conceptualized by a retired father who 
hoped that their experiences would bring them all closer together. He him-
self was a co-founder of Raytheon Industries who retired as president from 
the company in 1950 after twenty-eight years. His wife, Lorna, was a former 
English instructor at Mount Holyoke College. However, with her husband’s 
encouragement, she took some anthropology courses at Harvard. Elizabeth 
and John were as yet professionally undifferentiated. However, these trips 
to the Kalahari and surrounding areas were to be of enormous influence in 
forging their future careers. Elizabeth became a renowned anthropologist 
and best-selling author, and John a distinguished and acclaimed documentary 
filmmaker.

Although sponsored by the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and 
Ethnology of Harvard University, the field trips were primarily financed 
by Laurence Marshall. This type of sponsorship arrangement was fairly 
common in those years and before. For example, the Royal Geographical 
Society sponsored Arthur Donaldson Smith’s trip to Lake Rudolf in East 
Africa in 1895; however, he personally bore all of the trip’s expenses. Later, 
in 1924, the American Museum of Natural History sponsored pioneer wildlife 
photographers and filmmakers Martin and Osa Johnson’s four-year expedi-
tion to northern Kenya. However, museum trustee and banker Daniel E. 
Pomeroy formed a publicly traded corporation, the Martin Johnson African 
Expedition Corporation, whose stock sales funded this trip.

These field trips were then routinely described as expeditions, a term 
which, in the constructs of current presentism, is associated with the colonial 
era and colonial values. However, in the context of those times, this term 
defined major journeys for specific scientific purposes to regions lacking in 
a spectrum of infrastructure supports necessary for successful field research. 
Although dated today, the term was very valid in that era.

In order to be successful in their research, the Marshalls entered the 
Kalahari with four trucks and a vast array of supplies and equipment, as well 
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as a staff of twenty-five, including themselves. They structured their studies 
in the framework of socio-cultural anthropology with a strong reliance on 
participant observation. They also decided to place a heavy reliance on film 
because it facilitated later study of direct documentation. As is evident from 
the forty thousand photographs they produced during eight field trips, 
photography was also essential to their work.

Ilisa Barbash, who is the Curator of Visual Anthropology at Harvard’s 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, has used a trove of films, photo-
graphs, field notes, diaries, journals, correspondence, personal interviews, 
and publications produced by the Marshalls to create a volume that splen-
didly chronicles the eight expeditions and their results. However, it achieves 
far more than this. The author is highly successful in situating the pioneering 
work of the Marshalls in the broader context of the history of anthropolog-
ical research techniques. She also emphasizes their use of cinematography 
and photography that set a new standard for successful field studies.

Through their films, books, and numerous articles in scientific and 
popular publications, the Marshalls were able to successfully challenge what 
had long been a pejorative popular misunderstanding of these people. In 
Chapter Two, “Bushman Mythology and Bushman Anthropology,” Barbash 
presents in detail the manner in which the Bushmen had been presented in 
photographs, illustrations, and publications over many decades. She also 
explains the mission of the Marshalls to engage in a holistic approach to 
their study of these people. While they themselves concentrated on cultural 
anthropology, over the course of the eight field trips, they also collaborated, 
as Barbash states, with “linguists, ethnomusicologists, botanists, entomologists, 
physical anthropologists, and photographers” (xxvii).

At the time the Marshalls were conducting these field studies, South-
West Africa (Namibia since 1990) was governed by South Africa. This was a 
legacy of the First World War, when the League of Nations entrusted the 
Union of South Africa with the governance of this former German colony. 
The government of South Africa imposed its apartheid policies on the 
territory. As a result, it and the colonial officials in South-West Africa gener-
ally viewed foreign academics as “potentially dangerous critics” (55). The 
Marshalls, however, were viewed by South-West Africa officials as “harmless 
wealthy conservative amateurs” (36). Still, leaving nothing to chance, the 
government assigned an official to accompany them on their 1951 trip. 
This official, Claude McIntyre, actually proved to be very helpful to the 
Marshalls.

Subsequent chapters in this volume include: “The Early Expeditions, 
1951–1953” (Chapter Three), “Expedition Photographers” (Chapter Four), 
“The Middle Expeditions, 1955 and 1956” (Chapter Five), “Iconic Bushmen” 
(Chapter Six), “The Later Expeditions, 1957–1961” (Chapter Seven), 
“Changes in the Kalahari” (Chapter Eight), and “Photographic Legacies” 
(Chapter Nine). Appendix A lists the members of each of the eight expedi-
tions, and Appendix B is comprised of a photo gallery of various expedition 
members.
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Where The Roads All End is a wonderful tribute to the remarkable pio-
neering work of the Marshalls among peoples whom they studied with both 
respect and understanding. It also places the unique field research innova-
tions of the Marshalls in broader historical context and gives public recog-
nition to their success in changing the way outsiders view the Bushmen of 
the Kalahari.

The meticulous nature of the research undertaken by Ilisa Barbash in 
creating this volume is abundantly evident on every page. As a result, she 
has produced an authoritative and comprehensive account not only of the 
pioneering work of the Marshall family, but also of the African people who 
were their hosts. Well-organized and written in a very engaging style, this 
volume is a pleasure to read. It will be of great interest to a large audience 
of both specialist and general readers.
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