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state of a child affected with psychosis is always a very arduous task. It is
necessary to decide whether we are dealing with a case of deterioration of the
intellectual functions in consequence of a psychotic process, or with a simple
suspension of development of intelligence characteristic of an oligophrenic state.
The two conditions may, of course, co-exist. M. HAMBLIN SMITH.

The Parent-Child Relationship in Schizophrenia. (Journ. of Nerv. and Ment. Dis.,
vol. lxxix, p. 249, March, 1934.) Kasanin, J., Knight, E., and Sage, P.

The authors found, in a series of @5unselected cases of schizophrenia, that
maternal over-protection was present in 60% of cases. The over-protection fre
quently extends into adult life, and even into hospital. The biological inferiority
of the schizophrenic child is easily detected by the parents, and serves as one of the
principal causes of over-protection. The over-protection hinders emancipation
from the parents and psycho-sexual development. G. W. T. H. FLEMING.

The Relation between Oral and Rectal Temperatures in Normal and Schizophrenic
Subjects. (Amer. Journ. Med. Sci., vol. clxxxviii, p. 68, July, 1934.) Car
michael, H. T., and Linder, F. E.

The writers found that the mean oral temperatures were .95Â°F. lower in normals
and@ F. lower in schizophrenics. The normal subjects individually showed
more variability than did the individual schizophrenics. The normal subjects had
a lower mean oral temperature than the patients, but essentially the same mean
rectal temperature. The writer thinks that the heat-regulating mechanism in the
schizophrenic subjects may be different from that of normals.

G. W. T. H. FLEMING.

Studies in Catatonia. II. Central Control of Flexibilitas Cerea. (Psychiat. Quart.,
vol. viii, p. 538, July, 1934.) Forbes, T. W.

Flexibilitas cerea disappeared during sleep in five patients, the motility of these
being much greater during sleep, and approaching, although not reaching, the range
to be expected from normal sleepers. Eight non-cataleptic dementia pr@cox
patients showed no marked change between the waking and the sleep state in similar
records of motility. Any theory which attempts to explain the â€œ¿�waxy stateâ€•
must account for the quick reversibility obtained at the onset or end of sleep.

G. W. T. H. FLEMING.

Bodily Postures Assumed while Sleeping. (Psychial. Quart., vol. viii, p. 546, July,
1934.) du Bois, P. H., and Forbes, T. W.

The authors, from an investigation in 10 catatonics, found that less than io%
showed a fcetal posture in sleep. There was no apparent difference from normal
subjects, i.e., no evidence was found to support Kempf's theory of regression, so
far as fcetal postures were concerned. Two patients who maintained extreme
fcetal positions while awake were found to assume normal positions during sleep.

G. W. T. H. FLEMING.

Suicide [Del suicidio]. (La Semana Med., vol. xli, p. 159, July 19th, 1934.) Bafico,
J. B.

The author reviews the various judgments which have been passed upon the
act of self-destruction at different epochs of history, and by the great religious
and philosophical systems. He gives statistics of the suicides in Buenos Aires
during the four years 1930â€”33. These statistics show the high place held
by cyanide of potassium poisoning as the method adopted. The various causes
that conduce to the act of suicide are considered, and it is shown how these
causes interact. The author pleads for a prophylactic campaign against suicide.
In order to be successful this campaign must be based upon our knowledge of the
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