
exercise agency within the double-edged spaces of an extractivist development model –
something we have both sought to illuminate in our work.
Perhaps this book will be most cited for its challenge to the MAS government’s self-

image as a pro-indigenous, post-neoliberal and decolonising state. Much recent scho-
larship on Bolivia has taken as a starting point the idea that the  election of Evo
Morales represents a fundamental rupture in the country’s development trajectory.
More than any other recent academic book, Hindery’s account calls this assumption
into question. Following the Cuiabá case (along with several other important cases like
the Desaguadero oil spill, the Madidi Park project, and the scandal about the TIPNIS
highway), Hindery demonstrates in ethnographic detail how the current ‘indigenous-
led’ state replicates a centuries-long relation with extractivism that spans from the
colonial period, through the neoliberal period, to the present. While these dynamics
are being widely debated in Bolivia and in Bolivianist scholarship, Hindery’s book
offers specific evidence of how they play out in practice in territories of extraction.
The message that emerges is an important, albeit depressing, one: even in Bolivia,
the place lauded across the world for its empowerment of indigenous rights, the
forces and practices of global capitalism continue to demand the sacrifice of indigenous
people’s lands and resources. In revealing these sacrifices, this book demonstrates the
importance of ethnographic work in Bolivia’s under-researched indigenous frontier
regions for understanding the dynamics of the current ‘process of change’.
From Enron to Evo will be widely read in the Latin American indigenous studies

world, as well as by political ecologists and scholars of the Latin American Left.
Hindery’s clear and accessible writing style makes the book a valuable resource for stu-
dents of geography, anthropology, Latin American studies and related disciplines. The
book will also be widely read in Latin America, where a Spanish-language version has
already been published to critical acclaim. In short, by bringing Hindery’s committed
empirical work to bear on debates on neoliberalism, extractivism and indigenous devel-
opment, this book illuminates the complex challenges faced by Latin American
societies struggling for more just, equitable and decolonising forms of development.

PENELOPE ANTHIAS (BERKELEY)
AND NANCY POSTERO (SAN DIEGO)

University of California

J. Lat. Amer. Stud.  (). doi:./SX

Linda C. Farthing and Benjamin H. Kohl, Evo’s Bolivia: Continuity and Change
(Austin, TX: University of Texas Press, ), pp. xix + , $., $. pb.

Evo Morales and the Movimiento al Socialismo (Movement towards Socialism, MAS)
party captured the Bolivian presidency with a majority of the popular vote in , a
feat that was repeated in the  presidential and legislative elections. The election of
the MAS represented a sea change in the Bolivian polity. Not only did it express the
popular classes’ will for political and economic change, but the election of Morales (an
indigenous Aymara) was also symbolic, marking a radical break with mestizo elite
control of the state apparatus. On coming to power, Morales called for a democratic
and cultural revolution; this included fashioning a new economy geared towards
helping people to ‘live well’ (vivir bien) in harmony with nature, and the reinvention
of the state through the rewriting of the Constitution by a popularly elected assembly.
In Evo’s Bolivia, Farthing and Kohl draw on over  years of experience living and
working in Bolivia to provide a highly personalised insiders’ account of the first
two MAS administrations. The main questions they pose are: what has changed
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since Morales entered government? What has this historic turn accomplished? And,
more broadly, is another world possible?
Most of the recent literature on Bolivia, particularly the mainstream press, is

polarised. Conservatives have portrayed Morales and the MAS as a dangerous anti-
democratic force determined to institute a socialist regime. Meanwhile, some on the
Left believe that Morales can do no wrong. The authors aim to counter such
double bias through a well-balanced analysis of the MAS in power. For Farthing
and Kohl, the MAS represents neither the ‘revolt of the masses’ nor autonomous
‘constituent power’; rather, they argue that the MAS works within the pre-existing
liberal framework but is nevertheless committed to instituting a substantive new
state model. It is this conflict-ridden middle ground that forms the core of the book.
The authors acknowledge that Morales is a ‘front man’ for diverse movements and

interests that have had an impact on fomenting the ‘process of change’. Thus, they tell
the story from the bottom up. They speak to a broad range of informants – these
include President Morales and his ministers, but also social movement leaders, activists
and poor farmers and workers. The book has a distinctly anthropological feel. Rather
than using traditional yardsticks to measure success, the authors assess how well the
Morales administration has done with reference to the categories and values of
Bolivia’s social movements. While the book is thick with local detail, the authors
are nevertheless careful to situate the discussion within the broader transformations
sweeping the region.
The book starts by describing the country that the MAS inherited in , includ-

ing the legacy of colonialism, dictatorship and the neoliberal turn, which wreaked
havoc on the region from the mid-s onwards. It then shifts gear to consider
the radical changes enacted by the MAS and how these efforts have been constrained
by structural factors including history, geography, population, economy and inter-
national relations. For example, chapter , ‘Reinventing the State’, examines how
the MAS has attempted to reshape government itself. The central paradox here is
that the MAS, which was originally composed of political outsiders who had little
faith in the governing institutions, had no choice but to operate within the established
political system. Not only did this impede the governments’ ability to incorporate
grassroots decision-making processes, but well-established patterns of corruption,
patronage and authoritarianism soon raised their heads. More worryingly still, on
occasion Morales has walked roughshod over the grassroots movements that put
him in power. Meanwhile, Morales’ ability to redesign the economy along more ega-
litarian and sustainable lines has been hampered by the nation’s reliance on natural gas
revenue and the dependence on foreign capital that this implies. Finally, the farming
oligarchs in Bolivia’s eastern lowlands have posed a serious threat to the Morales
administration. These land-owning elites have set up paramilitary groups who have
attacked MAS supporters, mounted obstacles to meaningful land reform and intermit-
tently declared de facto regional autonomy.
The picture that emerges of Bolivia today is one of enormous challenges and con-

siderable shortcomings. The government seems to lurch from one crisis to the next,
with little capacity to enact its own agenda. The authors note that the government’s
core principles, including the ‘decolonisation’ of the state and ‘vivir bien’, remain
fuzzy, ill-defined concepts that do not inform practice. Given the unrealistically
high expectations that accompanied the MAS’s accession to power, it is unsurprising
that some grassroots activists feel disillusioned. This is evidenced by the proliferation
of local-level road blockades and protests in recent years – the most forceful of which
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was a mass movement against the government’s decision to cut fuel subsidies (a
decision Morales quickly rescinded). The authors note complaints by many grassroots
activists that the ‘October Agenda’ (the demands of the campesino and indigenous
movements that brought Morales to power, including the adoption of a new
Constitution, land reform and the nationalisation of gas) has yet to be fully
implemented.
While the ‘new’ Bolivia might not look that different to the old one, the authors

are at pains to point out the modest gains that have been achieved. Since Morales came
to power the middle class has grown to encompass  per cent of the population, econ-
omic growth is greater than it has been in decades and there have been big advances in
terms of civil and social rights. For example, cash transfers and investment in health
and education have contributed to improving the lives of the poorest and most vulner-
able sectors of society. There have been significant advances in terms of expanding the
participation of women and indigenous peoples in government, and since Morales
broke with the US-financed drug war, human rights abuses committed by the security
forces have decreased dramatically. Thus, in answer to the book’s core question, ‘is
another world possible?’, Farthing and Kohl argue that it is, but it takes time. They
note that Morales and the MAS cannot really be expected to decolonise the state,
create jobs, industrialise the country and improve health and education overnight.
Over the past five years several books have been published charting the rise of the

MAS, including contributions by Sven Harten, Jeffery Webber and James Dunkerley.
What is unique about Evo’s Bolivia is its breadth and accessibility. The text is inter-
spersed with anecdotes and direct extracts from interviews; these combined voices
provide a vivid and engaging window onto the process of change as it unfolds in
Bolivia. The book makes Bolivia legible to the uninformed reader and would be excel-
lent material for undergraduate teaching. Packed with critical insights into regional
and global processes, Evo’s Bolivia is also essential reading for anyone who is com-
mitted to progressive social change anywhere in the world. This book is a testimony
to the achievement of Kohl and Farthing as scholars, but also to their commitment
to promoting social and economic justice.

THOMAS GRI SAFF IInstitute of the Americas, University College London

J. Lat. Amer. Stud.  (). doi:./SX

Diana Villiers Negroponte (ed.), The End of Nostalgia: Mexico Confronts the
Challenges of Global Competition (Washington, DC: Brookings Institution
Press, ), pp. vii + , $.; £., pb.

This competently edited book covers a range of mainly policy issues currently facing
Mexico. Like many Brookings publications, it concentrates to a significant extent on
questions involving the United States; there are four chapters out of nine that cover
broadly international issues. Unfortunately, this topic selection has done nothing to
make the work especially interesting. There are a whole series of topics whose inclusion
might have added more to the volume than any one of the four discussions of US–
Mexican relations. Those that might have been considered include the governance
of Mexico City and its importance for the Left in Mexico.
This reviewer also would have liked more discussion of the reasons for the survival

and recovery of the Partido Revolucionario Institucional (Institutional Revolutionary
Party, PRI). After all, many observers predicted the PRI’s demise following its defeat
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