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THE ABOLITION OF THE LITURGICAL CHOREGIA AND
THE CREATION OF THE AGONOTHESIA IN ATHENS:
NEW CONSIDERATIONS ON A DEBATED ISSUE

DELPHINE ACKERMANN AND CLEMENT SARRAZANAS
Universite de Poitiers and Universite de Picardie Jules Verne*

Abstract: No ancient source indicates when the agonothesia, attested for the first time in 307/6 BC, was introduced in
Athens. Scholars have long attributed its creation, along with the abolition of the liturgical chorégia, to the government
of Demetrius of Phalerum (317-307 BC), motivated by oligarchic ideology and a desire to preserve the wealth of rich
citizens. This traditional thesis has recently been challenged, with some scholars attributing the creation of the
agonothesia to the restored democratic government of 307 BC and others to the government of Phocion (322-318 BC).
A new look at epigraphical and literary documents hitherto neglected or imperfectly understood (especially from the
Attic demes) allows the authors to establish that the liturgical chorégia disappeared at the beginning of the government
of Demetrius of Phalerum, around 316 BC. The institution of the agonothesia had a precedent (hitherto overlooked) in
Lycurgan Athens with the new festival of the Amphiaraia of 331 BC. Both measures were in fact consensual and must
not be interpreted as strictly oligarchic in inspiration. The creation of the agonothesia was above all a pragmatic response
on Athens’ part to the major changes that occurred in the agonistic world in the late fourth century.

Keywords: agonothesia, chorégia, Demetrius of Phalerum, Hellenistic Athens, Attic demes, Amphiaraia

For many years in Athens and its demes dramatic and lyric contests were largely financed by
choreégoi, rich citizens (sometimes metics) chosen at each festival to fund the choruses. The
chorégia was one of the liturgies, compulsory services undertaken by the rich for the common
good.

Near the end of the fourth century BC the liturgical chorégia was abolished. On agonothetic
monuments, the ‘chorégia of the démos’ superseded that previously assumed by wealthy individ-
uals. From this period the city financed the costs of the dramatic and lyric contests, organized by
an annually elected magistrate called the agonothetés. This change is verified by inscriptions of
the city, in which choregoi are last mentioned in 320/19' and the agonothetés appears as early as
307/6.> Who was responsible for this important reform?
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! See IG II* 4.467 and 468 for the choregic monu-
ments of Nikias and Thrasyllos respectively.

2 According to the date of IG II® 4.518, the first
known agonothetic inscription. Lambert (2000-2003)
believes that the name of the agonothetés to be restored
is Androkles and not his brother Xenokles, although he
does not exclude the possibility that the two brothers
performed the agonothesia during the same year (if /G
II® 4.519 also dates to 307/6).
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At first, and for many years, Demetrius of Phalerum was identified as the reformer. He served
as governor of Athens under Cassander, the regent of the Macedonian kingdom, from 317 to 307.
Scholars believed that Demetrius was motivated by his oligarchic ideology and the aim of preserving
the wealth of rich citizens, an argument that has recently been subjected to critical reassessment. A
new argument claims that the agonothesia was introduced by the restored democratic government
of 307, after the fall of Demetrius,® and that this magistracy had its origins in the period shaped by
the influence of Phocion (322-318).* These claims require further examination.

1. Date of the abolition of the liturgical choregia

Those who support a date of 307/6 for the choregic reform must prove that the liturgical chorégia
still existed under Demetrius. In this debate, deme inscriptions play a crucial role, especially a
decree of Aixone that honours two chorégoi for victories in a local comic competition (decree A):*

Oc¢ot.

[T TAowkidng Toocinmov einev: £meldn ol yopnyol Avt[£a]-
¢ Avtorchéong kol Dao&evidng Dhinmov KoAds [Ko]-

[1] eotipmg Exoprynoav: 6e66yBat toig dnuot[al-

5 [, oteQovAoUL ADTOVG YPLODL CTEPAVML EKATE-
[p]ov amo ékatov dpoypdv v Tdt BedTpmt TOig K-
Ho1301¢ TOiG petd ®edppactov dpyovta, OTmg av
[e]hoTudvTot kal ol GAAOL Yopnyol ol LEAAOVTEG
[x]opnyeiv: dodvar 8¢ adtoic Kai gig Buoiav déka b-

10 payuog tov Muapyov Hynoirewv kol tovg Topi-
oG avaypayot 8¢ Kol T0 YyNeiopa TdE TOVG Tapio-
¢ &v oAt MBivit kol otijoat &v Tdt BedTpol, STOG
av AlEmvelg del ¢ kaAAoTa (1) AlOVOGLO TOUDGLY.

corona corona
Gods. Glaukides son of Sosippos proposed. Since the chorégoi Auteas son of Autokles and Philoxenides
son of Philippos performed the chorégia well and generously, let the demesmen resolve to crown each
of them with a golden crown worth a hundred drachmas in the theatre during the comedy contests, those
after the archonship of Theophrastos, in order that the other chorégoi about to perform the chorégia also
display love of honour; and the demarch Hegesileos and the treasurers are also to give them ten drachmas
for a sacrifice; and the treasurers are to inscribe this decree on a stone stele and erect it in the theatre, in
order that the Aixoneans might always celebrate the Dionysia as finely as possible.

This inscription is contemporary with another decree from the same deme that honours two
démotai for unknown reasons (decree B):®

Stoichedon 38
‘Ent ®gopppdotov dpyovtog £v TEL dyopdt Tl Kup-
o €60&ev Aikwvedotv, [avkidng Zocinmov Ai-
Ewveng eimev dymoeicOar Aifovedoty- éneidn ei-
olv avdpeg dyaboi Kol erioTipot mepl TOV dfjpo-

3 O’Sullivan (2009) 168-85; Csapo and Wilson
(2010) (a version that the authors claim is ‘plus compléte,
plus claire et mieux argumentée’ than Csapo and Wilson
(2009)); a virtually identical English version of their
paper of 2010 appeared two years later: Csapo and
Wilson (2012).

4 Csapo and Wilson (2009); (2010); (2012). Many
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scholars, including Hanink (2014) 225-27, follow O’Sul-
livan, Csapo and Wilson.

5 SEG 36.186, recently republished with full
commentary in Ackermann (2018) 119-26 no. 4. For
discussion of several points developed in this paper, see
Ackermann (2018) 134-43.

¢ IGI1? 1202. See Ackermann (2018) 126-43 no. 5.
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5 v1ov Aievéav Kollkpdtng Movkwovog AiEmve-
0 Kol Apiotokpdtng Af[protopdvovg AiEmveng, Enavésat]
adTOVG APETHG Eveka Kol dIKOoGVuYNG TG €lG T-
ov dfjpov Tov AlémvEémv Kol 6TePav®GOL 0VTOVG )-
PUGAL GTEPAVML GO TEVTOKOGI®OV dpayUdV EKAT-
£pov, 10 8¢ GpyVPIOV £TvaL TO Ei¢ TOVG GTEPGVOL-
¢ €K TT|C O10IKNGEMG €K TV TEPLOVIMV YPNUATOV
TV €nl ®e0PPAoTOV ApYOoVTOC, dovval O€ avTOoig
70 apydplov To €ig ToVG oTEPdvOLg Hyncilew t0-
v Mpapyov Kol Tovg tapiog: avemelv 6¢ Kol Ato-
VoIV T01g KOUMO0IG Toig Ai@vijowy &v tdt O-
eqtpm, 6TL 6TEQOVOT ADTOVG O dTjlog 0 AiEvémv
apetiig Eveka Kol dikatoohvng Tijg €ig TOV Of|Lo-
v 1oV Aiovémv kol Ta Ko ta AiEovéav: avaypd-
yort 8¢ T00€ TO YNOLopa gig oAV MOivny ToV 8-
20 fuopyov Hynoilem kai tovg tapiog Kol otijcot é-

v i1 BedTpot AiEmvijowv.

10

15

corona corona
In the archonship of Theophrastos, during the main assembly; the Aixonenans decided, Glaukides son
of Sosippos, of Aixone, proposed. It is resolved by the Aixoneans. Since Kallikrates son of Glaukon, of
Aixone, and Aristokrates son of Aristophanes, of Aixone, are good and public-spirited men with respect
to the deme of the Aixoneans, praise them for their excellence and justice towards the deme of the
Aixoneans and crown each of them with a golden crown worth five hundred drachmas; the money for
the crowns shall be taken from the remainder of the budget of the archonship of Theophrastos; and the
demarch Hegesileos and the treasurers are to give them the money for the crowns; and it shall be
announced during the comedy contests of the Dionysia at Aixone in the theatre that the deme of the
Aixoneans crowns them for their excellence and justice towards the deme of the Aixoneans and the
common affairs of the Aixoneans; and the demarch Hegesileos and the treasurers are to inscribe this
decree on a stone stele and erect it in the theatre at Aixone.

These two inscriptions are dated by their references to the eponymous archon, Theophrastos.

This identification, however, is problematic since two different archons have this name, one dating
to 340/39 and the other to 313/12. Nearly all scholars have opted for the later date, without
analysing their choice,” and have used the first decree (A) to show either (a) that the liturgical
choreégia still existed under Demetrius and was abolished after his fall in 307/6® or (b) that
Demetrius was responsible for the end of the choregia but not before his archonship in 309/8° or
(c) that his choregic reform did not affect the demes in general'® or Aixone in particular."' (¢) is

7 A minority of scholars support the date 340/39:
Miller (1865); Lolling (1879) 195; Webster in various
studies (e.g. (1953-1954) 193, with A. Rumpf; (1967) 33—
34 no. AS 7; (1978) 118 no. AS 2); followed by Ghiron-
Bistagne (1976) 88-90; Tracy (1995) 99-100; M.J.
Osborne and S.G. Byrne in LGPN 2; Traill (1994-2016)
s.v. the Aixoneans Aristokrates s. Aristophanes, Auteas s.
Autokles, Glaukides s. Sosippos, Kallikrates s. Glaukon,
Sosippos s. Glaukides and Philoxenides s. Philippos.

8 O’Sullivan (2009) 168-85 with Csapo and Wilson
(2009); (2010); (2012). The statement of Summa (2003)
524-25 is unclear: ‘Nel 307/6 a.C., sotto il regime di
Demetrio Falereo [sic] ... tutte queste coregie vennero
rimpiazzate da un agonoteta.’

9 Kohler (1878) 240-41; Ferguson (1911); Pickard-
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Cambridge (1968) 49 (at 92, however, he claims that
Demetrius abolished the chorégia ‘while nomothetés in
316-315 BC); Williams (1985) 191-94; (1987); (1997);
Latini (2003); Banfi (2010) 177-80.

19 Thus most recently Csapo and Slater (1994) 122,
143, 156-57; Wilson (2000) 307-08; Kellogg (2013) 82—
84, 185-86; Arnaoutoglou (2014) 334-38.

1 Steinhauer (1992), who attempts to explain this
‘Aixonean exception’ by supposing that the proposer of
the two Aixonean decrees and the honorands are members
of a regional group of oligarchic friends of Demetrius,
who use the chorégia for personal publicity and partisan
propaganda. He incorrectly believes that the two
Aixoneans honoured in the second decree are victorious
chorégoi at the City Dionysia; cf. Ackermann (2018) 129.


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0075426920000026

THE CREATION OF THE AGONOTHESIA IN ATHENS 37

easily dismissed. First, it is unlikely that the demes — and even less just one of them — could ignore
or not be affected by a nomos enacted by Demetrius. Moreover, the conclusions drawn from the
documents allegedly proving the survival of the liturgical choregia in the demes after the removal
of this institution at city level are based on erroneous or very doubtful restorations and/or datings.'?
1G 1I° 4.300, a very fragmentary inscription from the second half of the third century BC written
on a bench found in the deme of Rhamnous, reads [- - -]ynca[- - -]. The first editor, Vasilios
Petrakos, originally restored [- - - yopn]ynoa[c - - -] (PAAH (1986) [1990] 16—18 no 6) but later
rejected it in his corpus of the deme inscriptions, where he proposes [- - - otpatn]ynoalg - - -]
(IRham. 141). Given the small number of preserved letters, there are other possible solutions, like
the personal name [H]yf\oa[vdpoc], well attested in Athens, who could have dedicated the bench
to a divinity," or [- - - H]ynod[vépov], which could be the patronymic of the dedicant. In any
case, this scanty piece is too doubtful to be taken into account in our discussion.

The decree Agora 16.136, which is too fragmentary to be translated and in which the editors
restore the mention of a chorégos (line 3), does not involve demes but a tribe:

- vao to p[-— —— ——— ]
e ———— Jpwbet o Avkobpy[— — —]
[———— ¥opnyog katacta]feig €xi 6vo Em [l — — — — — — — — — ]
e ——— éviJknoev OmEp Thic EL[ATC, EynoeicOat]
5 [toig puAétaug Emovécor — — — — — Kol 6TEQaV]doot xpuo®dt otep[avmt amo ]
[Opayudv dpetilg Eveka kol GIAOTIHIOG TTG €1g TV — — — @V]AV" 10 6& yreiopa T[0de avaypd]-
[wo év oAt MBivt kol otijcat &v @t iepdtl 10D — — — ToV¢] Enx[1]eAntag tovg [Eml — — —]
—— Gpyovtog ————mH—m — — — — — — — — — — — ]

Moreover, as neither the date (between the end of the fourth and the third century, according to
palaeographic criteria) nor the text (the mention of yopnydg at line 3 is entirely restored) are certain,
this inscription too offers no secure evidence.

IG 112 3109, a dedication from Rhamnous made by a man who was gymnasiarch and chorégos,
long attributed to the beginning of the third century, has been redated to the second half of the
fourth century in the most recent corpora:'4

Meyaxiig Meyax[Aéov]g [ Pa]uvovs[i]og avédnkey OEpidt 6tepavmbelg VIO TOV dNUOTOV SiKol-
oovvng éveka &[T i]epeiog KaAlotodg kol vikiioog matot kol avopact yupvactapy®dv Kol
kol Dedootpitng Nepéoet tepeiog KOUOO01G yopNnydVv.
vacat 0.04
Xapéotpatog Xarpedripov
Papv<o>001<0>¢g £n<6>10E.

Megakles son of Megakles, of Rhamnous, dedicated [the statue of Themis] to Themis, having been
crowned by the demesmen, on account of his righteousness, when Kallisto was priestess, and also having
been victorious as gymnasiarch for the boys and the grown men, [added on] and when Pheidostrate was
priestess of Nemesis, [having been victorious] as choréegos of comedies. Chairestratos son of
Chairedemos, of Rhamnous, made [this]. (tr. Ma (2013) 19)

12 These inscriptions are used by Lara O’Sullivan system in Athens.
((2009) 171) to prove that the Rural Dionysia maintained 13 There is a parallel case in Rhamnous, where
their chorégoi until well into the third century BC. This another bench was dedicated to Aphrodite (/Rham. 118).
argument allows her to reject the testimony of the 14 IRham. 120 (second half of the fourth century) and
Aixonean decrees (‘best assigned to 313/2”) as irrelevant IG TP 4.513 (ca. 325-300): ‘Litt. formae saec. IV? a.
for the dating of the removal of the liturgical choregic favent’. On this inscription, see below.
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We turn now to the two Aixonean decrees (A and B), which, if dated to 313/12, would be
conclusive proof of the existence of the chorégia under Demetrius. In fact, the arguments for this
late date, though widely accepted, are extremely weak, and can be turned around in favour of the
earlier date. First, there are two prosopographical arguments proposed by Ulrich Kohler, followed
by Johannes Kirchner.!* One of the two Aixoneans honoured in the second decree (B), Aristokrates
son of Aristophanes, is clearly the proposer of the Aixonean decree in honour of Demetrius of
Phalerum, enacted around 316/15.'® Furthermore, Glaukides son of Sosippos, the proposer of the
two decrees (A and B), could be the brother of Smikuthos son of Sosippos, an Aixonean horseman
listed ca. 320 in a catalogue found in Salamis.!” The first argument is not very strong: Aristokrates
could have been honoured by the Aixoneans in 340/39 and have proposed a decree at the deme
assembly 20 years later. As for the second argument, a demotés perhaps proposed decrees in 340/39
while his brother, possibly younger than him, still served in the cavalry in 320. Furthermore, the
link between Glaukides and Smikuthos is uncertain, as Sosippos was a fairly common name in
Attica.'8

Two additional prosopographical links are also inconclusive. One of the chorégoi in the first
Aixonean decree (A), Auteas son of Autokles, appears also in a lease of 345 as lessee, together
with his father, of an estate leased by the deme."” Another chorégos, Glaukon son of Kallikrates,
honoured in another Aixonean decree in 317/16,% is a member of the same family as Kallikrates
son of Glaukon honoured in the second Aixonean decree (B), who could be his father according
to the earlier date or his son according to the later date.?!

Scholars have offered another type of argument in favour of the later date for the Aixonean
decrees, especially the first (A). This decree is adorned with a relief that represents a satyr bringing
wine to Dionysus and, above it, a range of five comic masks (fig. 1). On stylistic and iconographic
criteria, some argue that the relief dates to the very end of the fourth century and assign the masks
to New Comedy. These arguments are not compelling, since stylistic and iconographic parallels
for both the relief and the masks exist already by the middle of the fourth century and even earlier.”2
Thus, the relief could date to ca. 340, with the masks assigned to Middle Comedy.

In any case, the prosopographic and stylistic arguments offered for the date of 313/12 regarding
the two Aixonean decrees (A and B) are not decisive within such a narrow timeframe (barely a
generation) and could just as easily support the earlier date. Should we conclude that we cannot
choose between the two dates? Other considerations, however, point to the date of 340/39. First,
Stephen Tracy, an epigraphist who specializes in identifying the hands of letter-cutters of Attic
decrees, dates the activity of this cutter between 340/39 and ca. 320, and favours the earlier date.?

15 Kohler: /G 11.585; Kirchner: P4 nos 1909 (Aris-
tokrates s. Aristophanes), 2973 (Glaukides f. Sosippos),
12784 (Smikuthos s. Sosippos), /G I1* 1202.

16 JG 117 1201, with the text improved by Dow and
Travis (1943). See now Ackermann (2018) 143-56 no. 6.

17 IG 1121955 11, line 18.

18 Witness LGPN 2, which contains 29 instances of
the name Sosippos.

19 JG 112 2492. See now Ackermann (2018) 186-216
no. 7.

20 JG 11 1200. See now Ackermann (2018) 117-19
no. 3.

21 In favour of the father, and thus of the earlier date
for the Aixonean decrees: Lolling (1879) 195; Osborne
and Byme in LGPN 2, s.v. In favour of the son, and thus
of the later date for the Aixonean decrees: Whitehead
(1986) 418 no. 81. Traill (1994-2016) mentions both
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possibilities (276960, 276955, 556595, 556605). T.B.L.
Webster ((1951) 222 n.7; (1953-1954) 193), a supporter
of the earlier date, argues that 23 years is a better interval
than four between the chorégia of the father and that of
his son; furthermore, he feels that Auteas more likely was
chorégos at the age of 20 or over than at the age of 50 or
over, because ‘we have some evidence for the youth of
chorégoi’. This last assertion is questionable. On the
prosopographical link between Kallikrates son of
Glaukon and the proposer of a city decree honouring the
ephebes of the Cecropian tribe enrolled in 334/3, see
Ackermann (2018) 454 s.v. (with reservations).

22 See Ackermann (2018) 122-26 for a complete
analysis.

23 Tracy (1995) 99-100 and 73 n.7: ‘the known dates
for this cutter point toward the earlier date’.
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@ Hellenic Ministry of Culture, Epigraphic Museumn

Fig. 1. Deme decree of Aixone honouring two chorégoi, 340/39
or 313/12 BC (the rights to the depicted monument belong to the
Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (Law 3028/2002); the
stele, EM 13262, belongs to and is the responsibility of the
Epigraphic Museum; Hellenic Ministry of Culture and
Sports/Archaeological Resources Fund).

As the leading authority, whose opinion is widely accepted by specialists in Attic inscriptions, his
expert opinion is crucial in any discussion on this topic. Second, if we accept the date of 313/12,
these two Aixonean decrees (A and B) would be our only evidence for decrees with carved reliefs
during the administration of Demetrius. Yet, early in his period of rule, he established a sumptuary
law that forbade the inclusion of carved decoration on funerary stelae even in the demes. As a
consequence, reliefs virtually disappeared from every type of monument, private and public
(decrees, votive monuments, funerary stelae). Apparently, many sculptors left Athens to find work
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elsewhere.?* Under the impetus of Demetrius, the city itself reduced drastically the number of
decrees carved on stone,” and they were no longer decorated.? It would be surprising therefore if
a deme produced two such reliefs at this period.

Admittedly, there are no conclusive arguments in favour of either date, but there are good argu-
ments that the two Aixonean decrees (A and B) may date to 340/39, well before the abolition of
the chorégia. They should consequently be withdrawn from the debate.

Recently, other documents have been cited by Eric Csapo and Peter Wilson?’ to prove the
continued existence of the liturgical choregia during the rule of Demetrius of Phalerum, although
close analysis undermines them as reliable evidence. In Menander’s Samia, Moschion says that
he recently assumed the chorégia.®® According to Csapo and Wilson, the first production of this
play occurred during Demetrius’ regime, somewhere between 315 and 309, implying that the insti-
tution still existed at that date. However, the exact date of the play is still unknown, with experts
dating it variously between 320 and 310. In a well-argued analysis (although the chorégia surpris-
ingly is not mentioned), Jean-Marie Jacques cautiously concludes that the play is slightly earlier
than the Duskolos, first produced at the beginning of 316.% Even if we accept that the play dates
to the administration of Demetrius, the liturgical choréegia could have been recently abolished,
since Moschion speaks of his action in the past tense.

Csapo and Wilson then draw our attention to three supposed choregic monuments. The first
from the deme of Rhamnous, already discussed, according to them dates to the end of the fourth
century; however, as we note above, in the most recent corpora this inscription has been dated
more broadly to the second half of the fourth century or ca. 325-300.%° Therefore, nothing prevents
a date before the administration of Demetrius.

Second, Csapo and Wilson consider an anepigraphic votive relief depicting, among others, a
group of young men, who could be members of a chorus, and two bearded men, whom they inter-
pret as chorégoi (fig. 2). This monument, however, is broadly dated on stylistic criteria to between
320 and 300. In addition, the interpretation of the two bearded men is problematic; scholars have
variously identified these men as chorodidaskalos and chorégos, chorodidaskalos and agonothetes
or the eponymous heroes of the two Attic tribes that won the contest.>! Here again, this piece of
evidence is inconclusive.

Third, Csapo and Wilson explore a relief from the Athenian Eleusinion that depicts a comic
chorus. Initially dated to Demetrius’ period of rule, this monument actually dates to the third quarter
of the fourth century, as Csapo himself recently admitted.?? This relief therefore is not relevant to
our discussion.

24 Williams (1997) 336, n.27.

25 O’Sullivan (2009) 117-18; Lambert (2018) 6-7.

26 Meyer (1989) 258-62; Tracy (1995) 36-51, espe-
cially 39-40; Lawton (1995) 22: ‘the sumptuary law of
Demetrios, which had by this time halted the production
of Attic grave reliefs, must have affected the workshops
that produced document reliefs [i.e. on decrees]’ (the only
two possible exceptions for the period 317-307 noted in
Lawton’s corpus are precisely the two Aixonean decrees
SEG 36.186 (no. 154 in Lawton’s corpus) and /G I1* 1202
(no. 155), both dated by the archon Theophrastus, who
may well be the eponymous archon of 340/39; see our
discussion). On the funerary legislation of Demetrius, see
below.

27 Csapo and Wilson (2010); (2012).

28 13-14: 16 yopnyeiv Siépepov [Koi tf] errotipig;
‘I shone with my payments for choruses [and] public
service’ (tr. Arnott (2000)).
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29 Cf. his introduction to the CUF edition of the
Samia (Jacques (1989) xlviii—Ixv). The Samia argument
is also used by A. Latini (2003), who dates the play to
310-309. For other recent opinions on the date of the
Samia, see Sommerstein (2013) 44-46 (not after 314);
Arnott (2000) 7-12 (in or close to 314). W.G. Arnott
believes that the chorégia was abolished in 315 and that
the mention of it by Moschion ‘could have touched a
nostalgic chord in the audience’ ((2000) 17 n.6 and 12,
respectively).

30 On IG 112 3109, see above.

31 Louvre, Ma 756. See the discussions in Voutiras
(1991-1992); Agelidis (2009) 6869, cat. no. 172; Csapo
(2010b) 84.

32 Agora Museum, S 2098. See Agelidis (2009) 51,
cat. no. 95; Csapo (2016) 264: ‘The sculpture is dated by
style to the third quarter of the fourth century and most
likely to 350-340 BC.’
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Fig. 2. Attic votive relief, ca. 320-300 BC (Paris, Louvre, Ma 756; photo M.-L. Nguyen,;
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Votive relief sacrifice Louvre Ma756.jpg).

Finally, the two scholars make an argument based on Panathenaic amphorae, which cease to
be dated by the name of the eponymous archon after 312/11. For them, this represents a terminus
post quem for the introduction of the agonothesia, since they see the name of the archon on the
amphorae as evidence that the athlothetai were still responsible for the Panathenaic competitions,
and not the agonothetés. However, while this argument assumes that the Panathenaic competitions
were under the responsibility of an agonothetés from the beginning, this cannot be the case before
the second century BC. While the name of the archon was recorded on Panathenaic amphorae for
the last time in 312/11, it was then replaced by the name of the treasurer of the Panathenaia, a
magistracy revealed by a fragmentary inscription recently published.’® Only much later, in the
second century BC, did the name of the agonothetés of the Panathenaia appear on the amphorae,*
a magistracy created only ca. 170-160. Until that date, the athlothetai remained responsible for
the organization of the festival, as is confirmed by some epigraphic evidence that has escaped
Csapo and Wilson’s notice.*

Another scholar, Lara O’Sullivan, also maintains that the choregic reform was enacted not by
Demetrius but by the democratic government restored in 307. Her arguments are developed in her
book on Demetrius published in 2009, the same year as the first article by Csapo and Wilson.*®
She first discusses a famous remark about the chorégia attributed to Demetrius by Plutarch,’” in

33 The inscribed fragments bearing the name of a
treasurer are published by Dow (1936) 55-57; Edwards
(1957) nos 27, 41; more recently, Barringer (2003) 246—
48, 251-55. They all conclude this was the treasurer of
the stratiotic fund, but see now Osborne (2015). For the
new inscription, see the editions given in Kritzas (2015);
1G IP° 1.1023, line 39; see also Osborne (2016) 91.

3 See the discussions of Humphreys (2007) 71;
Osborne (2015); Sarrazanas (forthcoming) chapters 3, 4
(where the dating ca. 170-160 is demonstrated for the
first time).
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35 The decree IG II° 1.1022, dated 239/8 BC,
honours the board of the athlothetai for their good
management of the various contests.

36 O’Sullivan (2009) 168-85. Her hypothesis is
favourably received in Knoepfler (2011) 554-55.

37 Plut. De glor. Ath. 6 (Mor: 349 b): xai ToVTOV TOIG
pev Mrnbeiot mepiijv mpoovPpicOor kai yeyovévat
KaToyeMIoTONG 101G € VIKNoOOoLY O TPITovg VIRPYEY,
ovK avabnuo Thg vikng, ©¢ Anuntpiog enowv, AN’
énionelopo. TV Ekkeyvpévov  Plov kol TOV
gkheromdTmV Kevotapov oikmv; ‘For those of them [the
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which Demetrius criticizes the excesses of this liturgy, an opinion already expressed by several
authors before him.*® He denounces the abuses generated by the choréegia in his time, namely
expensive commemorative monuments which devour the fortune of the wealthiest Athenians.*
Yet, like other legislators before him, in the course of his legislative activity, he took several
measures to reduce excessive private expenditure: he enacted a sumptuary law restricting funerary
markers to a few modest monuments and established the gunaikonomoi notably in order to prevent
disproportionate expenditure on family banquets.*’ The removal of the liturgical chorégia would
have a similar objective: to prevent the rich from squandering their fortune for their own glory
but uselessly for the city. O’Sullivan believes that, in Plutarch’s quotation, Demetrius does not
criticize the chorégia per se but rather the expensive choregic monuments; as his sumptuary law
would have prevented such monuments, the rich gradually shifted away from a liturgy that no
longer brought them social prestige. The democratic government restored in 307 would have deliv-
ered the final blow to this institution by removing the liturgical chorégia and creating the
agonothesia. 1t is difficult to believe, however, that citizens would have refused to undertake the
chorégia simply because they could no longer erect luxurious monuments: the liturgy was a
compulsory service, unless an Athenian could claim an exemption or demonstrate that another
citizen was wealthier.*!

Furthermore, O’Sullivan supposes an Antigonid impetus behind the choregic reform: Antigonus
Monopththalmus and Demetrius Poliorcetes, the heroes of the democratic restoration in Athens,
would have appointed their supporter Xenokles as the first agonothetes, an agent of their propa-
ganda, since he was responsible for the new festival created by the Athenians in their honour.
Nevertheless, Xenokles was above all a former associate of Lycurgus, and no document proves a
link between the agonothetés and the festival established for the Antigonids. The reasoning of
O’Sullivan becomes problematic when she argues that the choregic monuments of the second half
of the fourth century, like the funerary monuments, were influenced by Macedonian artistic styles
(still unproven) and that Demetrius of Phalerum would have claimed, ‘in a symbolic fashion, the
independence of his city from Macedonian tendencies’ by removing them.* This action would be
quite odd for a man who owed his leading position to Cassander.

Finally, for O’Sullivan, because the choregic reform is essentially democratic, it could not have
been enacted by an oligarch like Demetrius. As she rightly stresses, this reform is consistent with
the policy of Lycurgus, a model for the democrats of 307 (they voted posthumous honours for
him).** Moreover, she believes that the agonothesia would have been the sole magistracy created
by Demetrius to be maintained after his fall. As for this last assumption, the nomophulakes, if truly
created by Demetrius, and the gunaikonomoi were certainly abolished after the liberation of Athens,
but the sumptuary law forbidding luxurious funerary monuments was maintained under the
restored democracy and endured for centuries.* As for her first assumption, we will demonstrate
in the second part of this article that the choregic reform should not be characterized specifically
as democratic or oligarchic.

chorégoi] who were beaten, there was nothing left but to
be the object of scorn and ridicule; but for those who
won, there was the tripod, this being, as Demetrius says,
not a votive offering to celebrate their victory, but a last
libation of their spilt livelihood and an empty memorial
of their bankrupt estates’ (tr. Fortenbaugh and
Schiitrumpf (2000) no. 115). See below. Kohler (1898)
already used this passage in support of the hypothesis
that Demetrius abolished the liturgical chorégia.

38 See below.

3 For examples, see Goette (2007).

40 Solon and Lycurgus legislated in a similar manner
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regarding ostentatious luxury: c¢f- Engels (1998) 141,
145-46. On the ancient laws of Athens or of other cities
as major sources of inspiration for Demetrius’ reforms,
see Gehrke (1978); followed by O’Sullivan (2009) 197—
240 (who more readily admits philosophical influences
on Demetrius’ legislative work).

41 On skepsis and antidosis, see Wilson (2000) 57-61.

42 O’Sullivan (2009) 180.

43 Mikalson (1998) 55-56 already links the choregic
reform to the measures taken by Lycurgus to reorganize
the financing of civic cults.

4 On this law, see Ackermann (2018) 74.
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To conclude, no compelling evidence suggests that the liturgical chorégia was abolished not
under Demetrius of Phalerum, but after his fall in 307/6.

What then of Csapo and Wilson’s other theory, namely that the beginnings of the choregic
reform were associated with the oligarchic government of 322-318? Evidence of this assertion,
they argue, is found in the establishment of the office of the epimeletes of the Dionysia, a sole
administrator of the festival, who would have worked with the chorégoi. Their argument is based
primarily on a city decree honouring a stranger (likely a metic), Nikostratos. Although the text is
poorly preserved and dating the inscription is difficult, the two scholars argue for 318/17, under
the restored democracy that followed the oligarchy of Phocion (although an earlier date is just as
possible).* They suspect that Nikostratos was rewarded that year for having assumed the office
of epimeletes of the Dionysia, allegedly a new magistracy created under Phocion. Several objec-
tions invalidate this argument. First, it is unlikely that an (obscure) stranger could hold a civic
magistracy in Athens at that time. Furthermore, it is highly unlikely that the democratic government
of 318/17 would have honoured a magistrate established by the former oligarchic government.
Most importantly, this magistracy does not exist: it is the result of a misinterpretation of the text:

Stoichedon 29

[...]Nwootpat[......... o ]
[. .], 8ed0yOou tén Mpfmt Emedn Nucods]—
[tp]atog dratedel mep[i TOV dy@dva TOV]
[Atovuciov erhotio[vpevog kol tep—
[i TV avtod émpélewnfv kol toig yopn]—
[Yolig toig aiel yopnyo[bow mpoBipmg]
[O]mnpetd®dv o mepi ToV[g . . 5. . ., Emouvé]-
[o]or Nikdotpatov Kn[. . ... .. B ]
[.Jmv kol otepavd[cot adtov . . 5. .. o]
10 [tlepbvor elvor [88 ... ... .. S ]
[ka]i &yyovor[g kai yiig kai oikiag Eyk]—
[tInow kat[d tov vopov: avaypdyor 8¢ t]—
[06g] 10 y[Meopa &v otiint MOivi to]—
[v ko]t [mputaveiov ypappoatéo — ——]

... Nikostratos ... the People shall decide: since Nikostratos continues to display love of honour concerning
the competition at the Dionysia and concerning his care for it, and to serve enthusiastically the theatrical
sponsors in office at any time concerning the [choruses?], to praise Nikostratos son of Ke... [ethnic or
profession] and crown him with a ... crown; and he and his descendants shall have [equality of taxation?]
and right of ownership of land and a house, according to the law; and the prytany secretary shall inscribe
this decree on a stone stele ...*¢

The epimeleia here (line 5) clearly does not refer to an official role of supervisor of the
Dionysia, but rather to the care that Nikostratos showed for the Dionysiac contest, according to a
well-documented expression.*” As Csapo and Wilson note, this man acted simultaneously with the

4 The mention of the secretary of the prytany at line
14, if correct (it is completely restored), excludes the
oligarchic period of 322-318. In /G II® 1.473, the restora-
tion is accepted by S.D. Lambert, who proposes the date
of 329-3227". On this point, as for other flaws in Csapo
and Wilson (2010), see the substantial criticisms made
by C. Feyel in BE (2011) 240; Knoepfler (2012) 438—40.
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46 JG 11’ 1.473; tr. Lambert (https://www.atticinscrip-
tions.com/inscription/IGII31/473#note-1; accessed April
2020), except for line 5, where we prefer ‘his care for it
instead of ‘his responsibilities at it’.

47 For example /G 112 1184, lines 5-6 (deme decree of
334/3 from Cholargos, where the priestess receives food-
stuffs and money for the ‘festival and the epimeleia of the
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chorégoi, who appear in the text.*® Moreover, if Nikostratos really acted as an official and chief
supervisor (epimelétés) of the Dionysia, he could not be said to ‘serve’ ([0]anpet®dv, line 7) the
choregoi: this would be completely reversing the usual and logical hierarchy. Thus, Nikostratos
was not a foreigner who became a magistrate in Athens under the oligarchic government of
Phocion. Even if the decree is fragmentary, the text provides no secure clue that Nikostratos was
a magistrate, such as election by the démos or reference to his euthunai. Nikostratos most likely
was simply a rich man or an artist, who contributed regularly to the splendour of the Dionysia
with his financial support or artistic talent. This inscription is best understood if considered as one
of the numerous decrees honouring foreigners connected with the theatre in the years after the
Battle of Chaeronea, when Athens desired to exploit her reputation as the leading city of Greek
drama.®

Csapo and Wilson argue that further evidence of an alleged ‘epimelétés of the Dionysia’ is
supplied by Plutarch. The biographer recounts that a Macedonian named Nikanor was invited to
be agonothetés by Phocion soon after the death of Antipater in 319.%° Plutarch’s use of the term
agonotheteés here is probably anachronistic, as this word was commonly used in his own day to
refer to any organizer of contests.’' Csapo and Wilson argue that Plutarch’s source actually used
the word epimelétés, which Plutarch, unfamiliar with the term, anachronistically likened to the
agonothetes. No actual evidence suggests, however, that Nikanor bore the title of epimelétés of
the Dionysia, a term that Plutarch would have fully understood since he was himself epimelétes
of the Delphic Amphictyony.

Finally, Csapo and Wilson draw our attention to an honorific decree that mentions the career
of Xenokles of Sphettos the Elder:>?

[...5...]¢ kai Tpm[popy— — — — — — — — — ]
[.. avi]Awoey ¥ akor[ovbg — — — — — — — ]
[...5..] yopnydV évi[kgf — — — — — — — — — ]
[..%. . ]pewav téAoVI[O) — — — — — — — — — — ]

Thesmophoria’); /G 11> 1198, lines 11-12 (deme decree of
326/5 from Aixone for the chorégoi and their epimeleia
towards the demotai; cf. Ackermann (2018) 112—17 no. 2);
[Eleusis 84, lines 5-6, 9 (decree of 333/2 for the ephebes
of the tribe Hippothontis for their epimeleia in all tasks
imposed on them at Eleusis); /G II* 1.920, line 16 (decree
of 266/5 in which an eponymous archon is rewarded for,
among other things, the epimeleia that he showed in the
fulfilment of all responsibilities of his office); /G II? 1043,
line 32 (decree of 38/7 in which a kosmétes is rewarded
for his general epimeleia in all tasks entrusted to him); /G
113 1.324, line 44 and IG 11> 483, line 24 (decrees of 322/1
and 304/3 respectively in which doctors are rewarded for
their epimeleia). Cf. Whitehead (1993) 68—69.

4 Csapo and Wilson (2010) are surprised by the
expression at line 6 toig aiei yopnyodow for the chorégoi.
They attempt at length to explain this supposed exception
and conclude that the chorégoi are here assimilated with
the agonothétai and the prytanes. In fact, this expression
is also used for chorégoi in a deme decree from Aixone
(IG 11 1198, lines 23-24; ¢f. Ackermann (2018) 112—-17
no. 2).

4 For example the decrees voted at the same
meeting of the Assembly held in the theatre in 332/1 after
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the City Dionysia: /G II® 1.347 (for the comic poet
Amphis of Andros) and 344 (for a metic, perhaps an
actor) or the decree for a Theban piper /G II° 1.929.11
(before 319). Cf. Lambert (2011a) 175-90; Hanink
(2014) 92-125.

30 Plut. Phoc. 31: 6 88 tovt@v pev ovk £ppovTiLey,
Eviuyyavov 8¢ 1@ Nwdvopt kol dtaAeydpevog €ig te
6o t0ig Adnvaiolg Tpdoy odTOV Kai KeYUPIGHEVOY
mopelye, Kol QULoTiog Tvog Emelce Kol SOmavag
vrooTijval yevopevov dyovobétnv; ‘Phocion, however,
paid no heed to these charges, but by interviews and
discussions with Nicanor rendered him in general mild
and gracious to the Athenians, and, in particular,
persuaded him to undertake sundry expensive exhibitions
as director of games’ (tr. Perrin (1919)).

31 Pickard-Cambridge (1968) 92, n.1; the anachro-
nism hypothesis was formulated already by Capps (1900)
85n.1.

2 JG 1P 1.1035 (ca. 245); tr. Lambert
(https://www.atticinscriptions.com/inscription/IGII131/1035;
accessed April 2020). As Habicht (1988) shows, the
decree honours Xenokles the Younger, beginning with a
reminder of the career of his grandfather.
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5 [xewp]otovnOeig ay[ovobétmg— — — — — — — ]
[tdAa]vta ¥ kai Muot[npiov énipueintng — — — —]
OAmpoc /[ ——— — — — — — — — — — é]-
nédoxev 6g[—— — — — — — — — — — — ]-
gv ¥ v da[mvyy — — — — — — — — — — é]-

10 x t®v o)y —— — — — — — — — — — — ]
toi¢ A of1g— — — — — — — — — — — — — ]
AM—mM——— — — — — ]

... and as trierarch ... he spent .. in the manner of ... as theatrical sponsor he won ... [a gift of -?] talents
... elected competition director ... talents, and as manager of the Mysteries ... to ... he donated [ten?] ...
the expense ... from his own resources ... the other [liturgies?] ...

According to them, in this career, as documented in the inscription, one expects to find a logical
progression of offices from the chorégia to the agonothesia, including the epimeleia; however,
the apparent epimeleia which should be on line 4 between the chorégia and the agonothesia is a
misreading of the text, since the first preserved letter is a rho and thus cannot support the restoration
of the word epimeleia. This error (printed in /G I1? 749) was corrected in the third edition of /G.
We also note that the offices enumerated in this decree are not listed in chronological order:
Xenokles the Elder is said to have assumed the trierarchy, the chorégia, the agonothesia and the
epimeleia of the Mysteries, yet he was agonothetés in 307/6 and epimeléteés of the Mysteries in
321/20 or 318/17.3* As we have seen, the evidence does not support the scenario hypothesized by
Csapo and Wilson, and the office of epimelétés of the Dionysia under Phocion most probably never
existed.

No compelling argument thus remains against the view that Demetrius of Phalerum was respon-
sible for the abolition of the liturgical choréegia and the creation of the agonothesia. Nevertheless,
Demetrius was not acting in a wholly innovative manner; the second part of this article will detail
similar reforms enacted in other Greek cities and even in Lycurgan Athens.

Can we propose a more precise date for the choregic reform, given the chronological range
provided by the city inscriptions (320/19-307/6)? Here again, deme inscriptions may help, if we
accept that the reform also applied to the demes.>* The latest evidence for chorégoi in Athens
appears in a decree of Aixone, securely dated to 317/16.%° This evidence allows us to down-date
the traditional terminus post quem based on city decrees and agrees to a certain extent with O’Sul-
livan, Csapo and Wilson: the liturgical chorégia still existed under Demetrius ... but only very
briefly.

Two decrees of the deme of Acharnai engraved on the same stele may indicate that the liturgical
chorégia had already been abolished by ca. 315.% Decree A rewards a treasurer for his philotimia
and dikaiosuné in disclosing his financial records, organizing the local Dionysia and performing
the requested sacrifices. Decree B (earlier than A) reveals that he organized the Dionysia along
with the demarch and the epimeléteés:

33 We cannot reconstruct the chronology and the constructed by the redactor of the proposition.
entire career of an individual on the basis of the account 54 See above.
of it given in an honorific decree of this kind. See the 3 IG 112 1200; cf. Ackermann (2018) 117-19 no. 3.
comments of Gauthier (1979) 385-87, regarding the %6 SEG 43.26, published for the first time by Stein-
decree for Phaidros of Sphettos (/G 1I° 1.985), empha- hauer (1992). We include the restorations made by

sizing that the description of the honorand’s career was Takeuchi (2010-2013) 85-88 (SEG 63.101).
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Stoichedon 33

(A) )

Aoyévng Novkddov etmev: Enetdn Pavopo-
%06 0 tapiog o €mi [Ipa&ifodrov dpyovtog
16¢ te Buoiag tébvkev Toig Be0ig Kai Toi-

4 gfpwoty UIEP TOV MNUOTOV andcag [E]v T[]t é-
[Viavtdt kol tév Atovuciov éngpeindn Ko-
ADG [Kal prAoTipmg] peta tod dnpdpyov Oiv-
o[o]i[A]ov kai [@]udny merdnTot pu[v]dav dyovca-

8 v apyvpiov [K]ata [TOV vopov] kol Adyov dmev-
voyev andviov OV Siduma]ev Tpog e THY
oMV Kol TpOG TOLG dnuoTag E[v] Toig xpov-
01G 101G €K T®V [vOp@V] TdV Th|g TOAEMS Kol T-

12 ®v nuotdVv Kol TO TEPLOV ApYVPLOV TTop” EQ-
VIO €K TAG O10IKNGEWMG KOTOPEPANKEY Ay-
apvedoty : HHHAATII : ki tog ev0dvog
dédmKev d[0]Eng dKaimg TETOUIEVKEVAL K-

16 ai 16V [EAAwv] ardviov [Ov] odtdt Tpocitaa-
v [Alyapv[elg Empepédn]totl Koh®dg Kal eLAo-
t[in]og [EwIne[ic]fot Axapvedoty éravécat
Davopayov Nikodnpov Axopvea Kol GTEQO-

20 véoar odtov BoAloD oTeEPavmL EIAOTYLI-
¢ évek[a kol di]katoovvng TG gig ToLG dnp-
otag avayphyat 8¢ Tdde TO YNeIGHo € GTAANL
MBivel TOV ypoppatéo T@V SNUOTMY Ko~

24 i otijoat év Tt iepdt tig AOnvag thi¢ Trmi-
oG, €ig 0 TNV AvaypaenV g oTNANG dodva-

1 Tov Tapiav [: AA 1] dpayuag kai AoyicacH[a]-
1 Toig dnpotai[c].

(B)

Aoyévng Navkvdov gimev- Enidn 6 Snuap-

x0g Oivopilog kai 0 tapiog Pavopoyog Ko~

1 0 [em]peAr[n]g TdV Atovuoiov kaAd[g] kol ¢-
4 1ortipog [Emyp]e[pn]é[AmvTon Tig T€ Buoiag T-

@t Atovdoot [kai Tiig] mopmi|g kal Tod dydvo-

¢ kol TQ [G]A[A]o dtokodov Hrep T@OV dnpoT-

@V KoTQ TOVG VOpoLS Eymoeichot Ayapvedo-

8 w émawvéoar tov dnpopyov Oivoeirov Oi-
vo@ilov Kol oV topiov Govopoyov Nikod-
Nuov kai Tov Empeinv Aéoyta Aiwvog k-

ol otepq[v]®d[oa]t Ekactov adT®V KITTOD OTE-

12 @davmt kol Gveuelv TOv dNUAPYOV TOVGOE
TOVG GTEPAVOVS Alovuciov TV Ayapvi|oy T-

@1 ay®VL avaypayat 6¢ T6de TO YOO Ei-
oAy ABivy 1ov Muapyov Olvoeiiov

16 xai ot[f]oa[t] &[v t@dt iepdrt i ] Adn[vig tiig] Tn-
wiag [€lg 08 TV avaypaenVv thg othAng] d[od]-
vat to[v] tlap]iov @avopayov : AA[:] dpayag Ko-
i Loy[icacOon Toig dnudtoic givion 8¢ avt-

20 oic kai w[pJoed[pi]a[v] a[vT]oig [Kai] Eyy[6]voig
€lg Tov det [xpd]vov Aovuo[imv] tdv Axopv[i]-
ow t[®]t [a]yd[vi] &[ni] ToD mpdTOV BAOpOU.
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A: Diogenes son of Naukydes proposed. Since Phanomachos, the treasurer during the archonship of
Praxiboulos, did all the sacrifices to the gods and the heroes on behalf of the demesmen in his year, and
tended to the Dionysia well and honourably with the demarch Oinophilos, and has made a phialé
weighing one mina of silver according to the law, and has made account of everything which he admin-
istered to the city and to the demesmen within the time of the laws of the city and of the demesmen, and
has surrendered to the Acharnians the money remaining in his care from the housekeeping fund to the
amount of 329 drachmas, and has rendered account and seemed to have performed his office of treasurer
justly, and has administered well and honourably the other things which the Acharnians assigned to him;
it is resolved by the Acharnians to praise Phanomachos son of Nikodemos, of Acharnai, and to crown
him with a foliage crown on account of his love of honour and his justice towards the demesmen; and
the secretary of the demesmen shall engrave this decree on a stone stele and erect it in the sanctuary of
Athena Hippia; and the treasurer shall pay out twenty drachmas for the engraving of the stele and render
account to the demesmen.

B: Diogenes son of Naukydes proposed. Since the demarch Oinophilos and the treasurer Phanomachos
and the epimelétés of the Dionysia have taken care of the sacrifice to Dionysos well and honourably,
and also of the procession and the contest, and administer everything else on behalf of the demesmen
according to the laws; it is resolved by the Acharnians to praise the demarch Oinophilos son of Oinophilos
and the treasurer Phanomachos son of Nikodemos and the epimelétes Leon son of Dion; and to crown
each of them with a crown of ivy; and the demarch shall announce these crowns at the contest of the
Dionysia of the Acharnians; and the demarch Oinophilos shall engrave this decree on a stone stele and
erect it in the sanctuary of Athena Hippia; and the treasurer Phanomachos shall give twenty drachmas
for the engraving of the stele and render account to the demesmen; and these men and their descendants
shall be given the right of proedria in the first bench for all time at the contest of the Dionysia of the
Acharnians. (tr. Kellogg (2013) 209, modified)

In decree B, contrary to expectation, it is not the chorégoi who are honoured for the celebration
of the Rural Dionysia, but the demarch, the treasurer of the deme and the ‘epimelétes (of the
Dionysia)’, a new magistracy.’’ As noted by the first editor of this inscription, Georgios Steinhauer,
these three magistrates seem to share the role that the agonothetés played at the city level. In any
event, something has certainly changed, a transformation confirmed by decree A, which shows
the close control of the city over the financial administration of the deme. The treasurer of the
deme, having been honoured by the Acharnians, among other things, for his service in the local
Dionysia, was required to disclose financial records to both the deme and city (lines 8—12).58
Furthermore, he was charged with making a silver phialé weighing 100 dr. [k]atd [tOvV vOpov]
(lines 7-8), which confirms this impression.” Finally, the weight of the phiale suggests that the
treasurer was responsible for a large budget that included money from the deme and, perhaps, also
from the city.* In this case, we may presume that the financial contribution of the city was intended
to compensate for the lack of chorégoi. This unprecedented interference of the city in the financial

57 We would expect any chorégoi to be mentioned
in decree B, voted on at the end of the Dionysia; cf. /G
11> 1178 (first half of the fourth century), where the
démotai of Tkarion honour the demarch and the chorégoi
for their administration of the festival and the competi-
tion of the Dionysia.

38 Cf. Frohlich (2004) 353-55. The interpretation of
Wilson (2010) 78-82 (followed by Kellogg (2013) 82—
84, 185-86) should be rejected. On its flaws, see C. Feyel
in BE (2011) 222; Knoepfler (2012) 438-40.

3% Humphreys (2004) 193 claims that the deme trea-
surer was subject to the supposed law of Lycurgus that
compelled the liturgists to dedicate a phialé during their

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0075426920000026 Published online by Cambridge University Press

year of activity (cf. /G II* 1.550 from 333/2 or 332/1?
with the commentaries of Lewis (1968) 374-80 no. 51;
Lambert (2001) 52-59 no. 4). Nevertheless, the equation
of the office of treasurer with a liturgy would be odd, and
the inscription /G II* 1.550 only mentions phialae of
around 50 dr. According to Steinhauer (1992) this law
would have extended to the magistrates of the demes,
although no evidence supports this hypothesis.

60 Steinhauer (1992) concludes that the treasurer of
Acharnai handled civic money, contra Kellogg (2013)
91-92, who maintains that the deme budget was probably
sufficient.
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affairs of a deme perhaps resulted from a reform of Demetrius that compelled the deme treasurers
to disclose financial records to the city and not solely at local level. It is well known that Demetrius,
as a new Lycurgus, prioritized the increase of public finances and the limitation of wasteful expen-
diture, with the consequent strict control exercised over private spending and, as the decree of
Acharnai suggests, over that of the demes.

To conclude, these deme documents allow us to date the choregic reform to ca. 316/15. Since
we know that Demetrius established most of his laws during the first year of his office, when he
earned the title of lawgiver (nomothetes), 316 seems the most likely date of this reform.°!

II. The context of the abolition of the liturgical choregia and creation of the agonothesia in
Athens

Since we have established that the abolition of the liturgical chorégia and creation of the
agonothesia dates to the rule of Demetrius of Phalerum (most likely to 316), we will now address
another fundamental yet very controversial issue: why and how did these changes occur?

While scholars have analysed this important question from different historical perspectives
(especially political history and history of the theatre), they have rarely addressed it from the point
of view of institutional history. We must examine the content of the reforms and their legal modal-
ities to better understand the post-316 changes.

(a) The traditional view: an ‘oligarchic’ reform to protect the fortunes of wealthy citizens
During the Classical period, the number of chorégoi required in the various contests instituted by
Athens was quite substantial: at the City Dionysia alone, no less than 28 chorégoi were required
annually.®” These chorégoi, chosen from among the wealthiest citizens through the well-known
system of the liturgy, were required to spend their own money to train and equip the choreutai
who would perform during the contests. This expenditure was generally rather lavish: Wilson esti-
mates that by the end of the fifth century a comic chorus would have cost ca. 1,400 drachmas and
a tragic chorus ca. 3,000, although the most expensive chorégia was the dithyrambic chorus, with
an estimated cost of between 4,000 and 5,000 drachmas.%?

Already in the fifth century BC and throughout the Classical period, the chorégia was criticized
by rich Athenian citizens who bore the burden of these large expenses and complained especially
about the repetition of these liturgies, which could ruin them financially.® In the fourth century,
Aristotle went so far as to recommend preventing wealthy citizens from being choregoi ‘even if
they volunteered for it’, in order to preserve their wealth.®® Demetrius of Phalerum himself, in a
famous fragment, targeted the cost of the tripods that victorious chorégoi in the dithyramb were
obliged to erect, once again from their own coffers, while only shame and scorn remained for
those defeated.

1 On the nomothesia of Demetrius, see Ackermann
(2018) 152-55. Kellogg (2013) 8284, 185-86 attempts
to reconcile the Acharnian decrees with the date of
313/12 that she retains for the first Aixonean decree (A)
by arguing that the removal of the liturgical chorégia in
Acharnai lasted only one year and that the deme restored
it as early as 313; this hypothesis is hard to accept.

2 Three chorégoi were required for the tragic
contests, five for comic and 20 for dithyramb (ten per
tribe, with two age categories of boys and men).

6 Wilson (2008) 113-14.

64 [Xen.] Ath. pol. 1.13; Xen. Oec. 2.6-7; Antiphanes
fr. 202.5-6 Kassel-Austin (= Ath. Deipnosophistae
3.103e); Isoc. Aeropag. 54; Theophr. Char. 26.6.

65 Arist. Pol. 1309a17-19: A&l & &v pév Taig
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dnpokpartiong t@v eVTOp®V Peidechat, un povov @t Tog
KTNOELG U TOEV £vadAcTOvS, GALG UNdE TOVG Kopmove,
0 €v évioug T®v moMtel®dv AovOdvet yryvopevov: Bértiov
3¢ Kol POLAOPEVOLG KOADEWY AEITOVPYETY TOG SUTOVPAg
pgv un ypnoipovg 82 Aertovpyiac, olov yopnylac kai
Aopmodapyiog Kol doot dAdot totadtot: ‘In democracies
it is necessary to be sparing of the wealthy not only by
not causing properties to be divided up, but not incomes
either — which under some constitutions takes place
unnoticed — and it is better to prevent men from under-
taking costly but useless public services like equipping
choruses and torch-races and all other services, even if
they wish to’ (tr. Rackham (1932)).
% See above.
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Because Demetrius was a pupil of Theophrastus and a member of the Aristotelian school, such
criticisms seem perfectly in line with the thoughts of his master concerning the chorégia. We stress
here another passage (often overlooked by previous scholars)®” in which Aristotle mentions a civic
office (together with the gunaikonomia and nomophulakia, both magistracies created by Demetrius
during his period of rule in Athens®®) very similar to the agonothesia, which he called the

‘epimeleia of the gymnic and Dionysiac contests’:*

"TSw0 8¢ TG oYOAACTIKMTEPALS, KOl LAALOV edTUEPODGaLg TOAESLY, ETL 8 PpovTiLovoalg gvKoouiag,
yovotkovopio vopo@uiakio Tadovopio yopvactapyio, Tpog 8¢ To0ToLS TEPL AyDVIG EMUELELD YOLVIKOVG
Kol Alovuctakovg, kav €l Tivag £Tépog cupPaivel totadtag yivesOot Bempiog.

On the other hand, peculiar to the states that have more leisure and prosperity, and also pay attention to
public decorum, are the offices of superintendent of women, guardian of the laws, superintendent of
children, controller of physical training, and in addition to these the superintendence of athletic and
Dionysiac contests and of any similar displays that happen to be held.

As Csapo and Wilson note, it seems at first sight that Demetrius has ‘extracted a page from
Aristotle’s book about civic administration’.”® Other studies also suggest possible motivations for
Demetrius’ reform of the chorégia, including economic,”* financial,” political,” social’ or philo-
sophical.” These explanations, however, neither uniformly convincing nor mutually exclusive,’

mostly do not question the attribution of the reform to Demetrius of Phalerum.

7 Surprisingly, very few scholars have associated
this Aristotelian passage with the Athenian agonothesia.
Csapo and Wilson (2010) 89-90 notably refer to it, but
they comment on it very briefly and only in the frame-
work of their hypothesis of an oligarchic epimelétés (on
which, see above). They do not connect this passage with
the institution of the agonothesia.

% See O’Sullivan (2009) 6671 (gunaikonomia),
72—-85 (nomophulakia); Faraguna (2016) 48-53 (nomo-
phulakia), 53-57 (gunaikonomia).

% Arist. Pol. 1322b38-23a3; tr. Rackham (1932).

70 Csapo and Wilson (2010) 89.

" For example Latini (2003), who thinks that
Demetrius wanted to preserve private capital and encourage
the economy based on agrarian estates, as Phocion did
(Plut. Phoc. 29.4-5). But this interpretation of the passage
by Plutarch is not correct: see Gehrke (1976) 104.

72 Since Kohler (1878) 235, the general idea has been
that, because of the difficulties and crises of the mid-
fourth century, the families of the Athenian elite were no
longer able to sustain all the liturgical needs of the city
and that the number of available liturgists was dramati-
cally reduced; this opinion is held, among others, by
Gehrke (1978) 172-73, Christ (1990) and Canevaro
(2016) 53—54. But this idea seems contradicted by the
extravagance of the last choregic monuments of Nicias
and Thrasyllos dated to 319 BC, which might have been
very costly. Moreover, Casson (1976) has proved that, at
the end of the fourth century, Athens still had a rich elite
who could pay for choruses and the staging of plays
without difficulty. O’Sullivan (2009) 169-70 also rightly
stresses the fact that the men who assumed the
agonothesiai during the third century came from precisely
the same families that produced liturgical chorégoi before
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the reform, and that they were still perfectly able to spend
significant sums (expressed in talents!) from their own
coffers when acting as generous agonothetai.

73 According to Gehrke (1978) 173, Steinhauer
(1992) and Gallo (1996) the abolition of the liturgical
chorégia would have been a way to deprive the most
prominent citizens of an opportunity for public self-
promotion, so that they could not challenge or threaten
Demetrius’ authority. Such considerations seem to give
too much weight and importance to chorégiai in political
life, and, above all, they do not address the crucial issue:
if this was really the main motivation of Demetrius, why
did the restored democracy of 307 BC not reinstate the
previous system of individual liturgies?

74 For example Wilson (2000) 271: ‘A desire not to
exacerbate tensions between a conspicuously extravagant
¢lite and the poor is also to be detected too.” See also
Banfi (2010) 174-80. If this was the main motive behind
the abolition of the chorégia and the creation of the
agonothesia, the efficiency of these reforms would not
have endured beyond Demetrius’ dismissal, since as early
as 307/6 the agonothetes erected an ‘extravagant’ monu-
ment to commemorate his tenure (/G II° 4.518; on this
innovative monument, see Goette (2007) 141-43;
Agelidis (2009) 277). And here again, this view does not
explain why the democrats of 307 BC kept this institution
and did not just revive the previous system.

75 For example Mikalson (1998) 60-62, Thrams
(2001) 88. But Gehrke (1978) and, more recently, Fara-
guna (2016) present a more nuanced position stating that
Demetrius’ reforms were not strict applications of Peri-
patetic or Platonic precepts.

76 See Ackermann (2018) 138-39. For a full discus-
sion, see Sarrazanas (forthcoming) chapter 2.


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0075426920000026

50 ACKERMANN AND SARRAZANAS

For these reasons, most scholars have supported an idea still considered the communis opinio
on this topic:”” at the end of the fourth century, wealthy citizens did not want or could not support
the cost of the chorégiai. After Demetrius’ reform, the costly burden of the expenditure for the
Dionysiac contests no longer depended upon private fortunes but on public funds (according to
the expression ‘the démos was chorégos’ that appears on agonothetic monuments). Demetrius
would have abolished the liturgical chorégia and replaced it with the agonothesia in order to
preserve the private fortune of the wealthiest citizens, with these reforms first and foremost moti-
vated by his ‘oligarchic’ ideology.”

(b) A broader view: agdonothesia beyond Athens

This traditional view of the abolition of the chorégia and creation of the agonothesia as reforms
already thought through and suddenly introduced by Demetrius of Phalerum comes from the
greater abundance and development, as is often the case, of sources for Athens than for other cities,
and also from the fact that Athenian contests (especially theatrical) were the most prominent in
the Greek world.

As far as we know, no one has attempted to identify other attestations of a civic agonothesia
outside Attica that may possibly have inspired, if not functioned as a model for, the Athenian
agonothesia.”” This Athenocentrism of previous researchers has given the impression that the
agonothesia as a proper civic office was first created in Athens,*® with other cities in the Greek
world then merely following Athens’ example. This idea must be rejected, as several epigraphical
documents clearly show that a civic agonothesia already existed in other Greek cities from at least
the mid-fourth century BC.

The two earliest secure examples of the existence of a civic agonothetés both come from the
Bosporus region.?! The first, found at the ancient site of Nymphaion, is a dedication to Dionysus
made by Theopropides, during his term as agonothetes:**

®ceonponiong MeyakAéog v elcodov avédnkey Atovocmt
ayovobetéwmv, Agdkmvog dpyovtog Boomdpo kai ®e0docing
Kot Thg Zwdwki|g mhong kai Topetémv kol Aavdapiov kol Ynocdv.

Theopropides, son of Megakles, dedicated this entrance to Dionysus while he was agonothetés, Leukon
being archon of Bosporus and of Theodosia and of all Sindike, of the Toretai, the Dandarians and the
Psessoi.

77 With the exception of the previously discussed
positions of Csapo and Wilson, and O’Sullivan.

8 Ferguson (1911) 57-58; Pickard-Cambridge
(1968) 92; Wilson (2000) 271; Summa (2003) 524-25;
Habicht (2006) 75; Makres (2014) 8889 (especially 89:
‘both changes, with their relief of burdens for the wealthy
class, are developments of an oligarchic character’).

79 None of the most important contributions (Latini
(2003); Summa (2003); O’Sullivan (2009); Csapo and
Wilson (2010)) shows any interest in this question.
Wilson (2000) 272 briefly notes that ‘the title of
agonothetes was quite common as early as the fifth
century for managers of various musical agéones, so the
term may have had a certain old-fashioned air’, but offers
no thorough scrutiny of the evidence and does not
comment on the potential institutional precedents for the
Athenian agonothesia.

80 See, for instance, Papakonstantinou (2016) 96.
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81 The mention of an [dyo]vodéty (in the dative
case) is restored in a fragmentary ostrakon from Olbia
Pontica (SEG 51.970, line 1) by Bravo (2001) followed
by Ceccarelli (2013) 339, but this solution is not certain,
since L. Dubois in his commentary to /GDOP 24
suggests two other possibilities, and even favours the
restoration [Op]voBétn. The dating of this difficult text is
subject to debate, from ca. 550 to 400 BC. Even if the
restoration of an agonothetés in this ostrakon is correct,
the document gives no hint whatsoever about its potential
institutional characteristics. Another inscription from the
region of Taranto that mentions an agonothetés of Apol-
lonian contests is dated to the fourth century BC and may
even date prior to the Bosporan texts (Buononato (1960)
428 = SEG 30.1218).

82 Sokolova and Pavlichenko (2002) 101 (= SEG
52.741).
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The type of monument on which the inscription was carved was a gate, probably a propylon
(of a theatre?).®* The dedication addressed to Dionysus shows that Theopropides was agonothetés
of a Dionysiac contest, most probably theatrical or musical. This inscription has been securely
assigned to the reign of Leukon I (389-349 BC), more precisely to the period ca. 360-349,%
making it the first securely dated attestation of a civic agonothesia in the Greek world.

A second, slightly later inscription from the city of Hermonassa mentions another agonothetés:®

Mnotwop Tarnocéveog vmep 100 TOTPOG
avébnke Ao ®VL dyovobetnoog,
apyovtog [Mapioadeog Bosndpov

Kol ®e0docing Kol faciiedovtog Livomv
Kol Mait@dv mhvtov.

Mestor, son of Hipposthenes, in the name of his father, dedicated [this monument] to Apollo after having
been agonothetés, Pairisades being archon of Bosporus and Theodosia and king of the Sindoi and of all
the Maites.

The inscription, carved on a marble base, is dated by the mention of king Pairisades I, who
reigned from 349 to 310 BC. Mestor, otherwise unknown, dedicated the monument to the god
Apollo after his tenure as an agonothetées, most probably of an Apollonian contest.

The first inscription certainly (and the second probably) precedes Demetrius of Phalerum’s
period of rule in Athens. The nature of these two texts does not give precise hints about the insti-
tutional characteristics of these Bosporan agonothesiai, but they were very probably civic offices.
The use of the aorist participle dyovobemiocag (line 2) indicates that the term of Mestor as
agonothetes had ended by the time he dedicated a monument to Apollo.® This fact shows that, in
Hermonassa, the tenure of this office was limited in time and that another man had probably
become agonothetes after him. Even if we do not know either how agonothetai were chosen in
fourth-century Hermonassa (election, lot, etc.) or the length of tenure, this feature corresponds
quite well to the model of a civic office (as would be the case for the Athenian agonothesia after
316, where it was an annual office).

The close relations between Athens and the Bosporan kingdom throughout the fourth century
and until the beginning of the third century are well known.?” Of course, it would be very risky to
interpret these Bosporan precedents as a direct model for, or even possible influence on, the later
Athenian agonothesia, but we can reasonably assume that Demetrius of Phalerum at least knew
of their existence and their characteristics when he created a civic office bearing the same name
in his own city in 316 BC. These two texts demonstrate, in any case, that the agonothesia was not
an Athenian innovation.

If we look for additional early examples of agonothesiai in Greek cities, we find other testi-
monies from the Aegean very close to 316 BC. We provide here a short selection of the earliest
known attestations.

The inscription /Erythrai 21, a decree of the lonian city of Erythrai, honours a certain Phanes
for various deeds. Lines 10—16 detail the rewards he is to receive:

83 The problems of identification for this monument 86 On the use of the aorist with this meaning, see
are discussed in Sokolova and Pavlichenko (2002) (in Robert (1938) 64.
Russian) and Tokhtas’ev (2006) 22-23. 87 On this topic, see the excellent synthesis by Muller
8 Muller (2010) 360-61. (2010) 233-47; on the bonds between Athens and the
85 CIRB 1039. Spartocid kingdom and their influence on cultural prac-

tices, see Csapo and Wilson (2015) 370-79.
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10 3ed0yBar Tt [BovAfit, ote[@]-
[a]v@doar avijv Mvnoiféov ypoodt
[c]repdvol statpov Ouurnsiov
[r]evinkovta, Kol avoyyeilat Toi-

14 [c] Aovvoiolg dmmg 68 avaryyehdn-
oetat, EmpueAndijvat Znvodotov
oV dyovobémy: [...]

... The council shall resolve: to crown Phanes, son of Mnesitheos with a gold crown of 50 Philippian
staters, and that a proclamation shall be made at the Dionysia; that Zenodotos the agonothetes shall take
care that the proclamation will be made ...

Lines 15-16 mention a civic agonothetes named Zenodotos, responsible for (at least) the local
Dionysia of the Ionian city of Erythrai. This text, long dated to the period 334-332 BC mainly
because it mentions ‘Philippian staters’,* has been redated to ca. 319 BC by specialists in numis-
matics,* a date slightly prior to the creation of the agonothesia by Demetrius in Athens (or at least
roughly contemporaneous).

In the city of Rhodes an agonistic inscription recording two choregic victories at an unknown
festival twice mentions an aganothetés as eponymous official® (with a priest):

&’ igpémg Nucopv[dotov]
kol dyovobéta Avia&um]oaog] Ttod Ti[apdtov]
Apdeixng Twapatfov €]yopdynol(el,
Awdia taidw[v E]vikn:
Apwdeixng T[wa]pdrov xopdye[t]-
Agkihaog O[aAA]og adAet.
vacat
Apotovidag Mv[actti]pov Pod[og €moince].

e’ iepéog Aapo[— — — — — — — ]

kai ayovobéta [—— — — —— — ]
Awdia [aidwv évikn]
dupatfog— — — — &yoparyet]

AgEiha[og O@arAog adAeL].

In the priesthood of Nikomnastos and the agonothesia of Anaxipolis son of Timaratos, Arideikes son of
Timaratos was chorégos.

(The tribe) Lindia was victorious in the boys’ competition, Arideikes son of Timaratos was chorégos,
Dexilaos son of Thallis was pipe-player.

Aristonidas son of Mnasitimos of Rhodes made (the monument).

In the priesthood of Dama... and the agonothesia of ...
(The tribe) Lindia was victorious in the boys’ competition, Phileratos ... was chorégos, Dexilaos son of
Thallis was pipe-player.

8 See the commentary of H. Engelmann in IErythrai 317 BC. This contribution is apparently overlooked by
21. Csapo and Wilson (2015) 370, who still attribute this text
8 Varinglioglu et al. (1990) 77-78, who show that to the 330s.
the adjective ‘Philippian’ refers here not to Philip II but %0 Lindos 11.696.

to Philip IIT Arrhidaeus, who was king between 323 and
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This inscription was dated to ca. 330 by Christian Blinkenberg and Giovanni Pugliese Caratelli
on prosopographical grounds, but a recent study by Nathan Badoud has downdated the construction
of this monument to ca. 310.°' Even if slightly later, this date is close to 316.

From Chios, a decree honouring Nikomedes of Kos,?? an officer in the service of Antigonus
Monophthalmus, should be dated between ca. 318 and ca. 301. Here again, an agonotheteés is
mentioned simply as the official responsible for the proclamation of the honours bestowed upon
Nikomedes during a local civic festival (most probably the Dionysia, although the name is restored).

In several cities of Arcadia, dedications made by agonothetai or former agonothetai have been
dated to the fourth century BC on the basis of the letter-forms of the inscriptions. This dating is insecure
and/or controversial, and the inscriptions may well date rather to the early third century.®® In one case,
archaeological data help establish a more precise date. In Megalopolis a certain Antiochos, during his
tenure of an agonothesia, dedicated the proedria seats and other equipment in the theatre of the city.
Dates of ca. 360 or ca. 330 have been suggested for this inscription, based on palacographical and
prosopographical arguments, but a more recent archaeological study demonstrates that the construction
of the stone theatre of Megalopolis should be dated to the end of the fourth century BC.%

Leaving aside the earliest examples from the Bosporus region, we may draw several conclu-
sions concerning these texts from various cities of Aegean Greece. First, every inscription dates
close to 316 BC. Even when slightly later, we must remember that the aforementioned inscriptions
give us only the first attestation of the agonothesia in these cities, not the date of its creation. If
we consider the broader picture, the agonothesia appears as an institutional innovation that
appeared in various Greek cities in the Aegean area roughly at the same time from ca. 330 to ca.
310 BC. Thus the argument that the agonothesia was originally created by Athens and then imitated
by other Greek cities should be rejected.

Second, even if the texts from other cities do not give much information about the duties of the
agonothetes, several differences from Athens are apparent. In the cases of Erythrai and Chios, the
agonothetés was responsible for the proclamation of the civic crowns and rewards during the
festival of the Dionysia. This alone is very significant for our point: in the hundreds of Attic decrees
produced during the entire Hellenistic period the Athenian agonothetés is never responsible for
the proclamation of civic honours during the contests of which he was in charge.”® In Athens this
duty was usually conferred on other civic magistrates such as the strategoi, the treasurer of the
stratiotic fund®” or magistrates in charge of financial administration (£xti Tt 101k 6£1).”® On the
other hand, only in Athens is the ‘chorégia of the demos’ ever attested with reference to the
agonothesia. Indeed, the choregic monument from Rhodes dated to ca. 330 or ca. 310 proves that
there the agonothesia coexisted with the individual chorégia. This situation differs significantly
from Athens, where the individual, liturgical chorégia had been abolished. In this specific case,
Athenian practices of the time clearly were not a model for the Rhodian agonothesia, or vice versa.

Finally, the variety in these examples shows that the agonothesia was not in essence an oligarchic
institution. Because the political context in each city had its own particularities, it is highly unlikely
that Erythrai, Chios or Rhodes had a political regime similar to the rule of Demetrius of Phalerum
at roughly the same period. The adoption by many cities of the agonothesia around the same time

1 See Blinkenberg in Lindos 11.696 and Pugliese
Caratelli in SER 7; ¢f- Badoud (2015) 189.

92 SEG 18.333, line 8. For discussion of the date of
this text, see Errington (2006) 138-39.

9 For example, SEG 11.1070 (Tegea, ca. 330?; see
Bressan (2009) 245) and SEG 11.1104 (Orchomenos,
fourth or third century?; see Arias (1934) 83; Moretti
(2014) 109).

%4 See F. Hiller von Gaertringen’s commentary in /G
V.2.450a; Fiechter (1931) 20-23.
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% See the detailed commentary of Lauter and
Lauter-Bufe (2004) especially 147-50.

% The term dyovodémy was fully restored in /G I1?
677, line 16 (with a question mark), but removed (and
rightfully so) in the re-edition of this decree in /G II
1.1034, line 16 (see commentary).

97 As, for instance, in /G 112 1006, lines 42—44.

% See, for example, among many others, /G II?
1.870, lines 36—40.
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across the Greek world most probably indicates that the creation of this civic institution did not
stem from one specific political ideology. As we will see below, the notable blooming of agonothesia
at the end of the fourth century most probably arose in response to pragmatic problems concerning
the organization of dramatic and choral contests in the Greek world in general.

However, the often-repeated idea that the Athenian agonothesia as an institution carried in
itself an ideological programme specifically labelled as ‘oligarchic’ has led several scholars to
some odd judgements. According to them, the fact that the abolition of the liturgical chorégia and
the institution of the agonothesia were maintained after 307 BC was a ‘fundamental flaw’ or a
‘failure’ of the revived democratic regime.” Considering the longevity of these reforms in Athens
throughout the entire Hellenistic period and the sustained success of the festivals organized by the
city, this idea seems quite difficult to maintain.'®

(c) Criticism of the liturgical chorégia in fourth-century Athens: a position shared by oligarchs
and democrats

With these arguments established, let us return to Athens. At this point, a clear distinction must be
made. The target of criticism by Athenian oligarchs of the Classical period was less the chorégia
itself than the institution of the liturgies in general. The main point of their complaint was the obli-
gation of the wealthiest citizens to provide services to all, financed by private funds, without any
advantage or benefit in return. In Theophrastus’ Characters, the oligarchic man complains about
‘liturgies and trierarchies’ with no specific reference to the chorégia.'®! In fact, when the chorégia
is singled out in criticism by authors conventionally considered to be of an oligarchic stamp (as in
the famous fragment of Demetrius regarding the cost of tripods), it is usually because it was consid-
ered as one of — if not the — most costly and burdensome liturgies (along with trierarchies).

A crucial point has escaped the notice of many scholars: the chorégia was also criticized by
Athenian pro-democratic leaders, especially during the fourth century BC.'” We must differentiate
this criticism of the chorégia from that expressed by oligarchic leaders: it is not based on the finan-
cial burden placed on individuals and does not concern the liturgical system as a whole. The usual
reproach from democrats is that the chorégia was, in fact, useless to the city and the demos, espe-
cially compared to other liturgies that financed military expenses.

Already in 355 BC, in his speech Against Leptines, Demosthenes established the essential
differences between the two types of liturgies:!®

... TOPOL LEV YOP TAG ML TOV YOPNYIAV damAvag NUEPAS HEPOG IKPOV 1| XAp1g TOiG Bempévolg U@V,
Tapd. 6& TOG TV €1g TOV TOAENOV [TapackevdV] dpboviag mhvta Tov xpodvov 1) coTnpio Aot T1] TOAEL

... for although the pleasure that those of us who attend the spectacles enjoy from the money spent on
chorégiai lasts for a small part of a day, the security that the entire city gains from an abundant supply
of military equipment lasts for all time.

9 See, for example, Latini (2003) 324; Bayliss
(2011) 105.

100 7t is also worth recalling that Demetrius of
Phalerum himself claimed in his memoirs that he ‘not only
not destroyed the democracy, but even set it right’ (ov
povov ov  kotédvoe TV dnuokpotiov, GAAG kol
gmvopbwog, Strabo 9.1.20 = Fortenbaugh and
Schiitrumpf (2000) no. 19; tr. Lambert https://www.atticin-
scriptions.com/inscription/AIUK2/1, n.1; accessed April
2020). On the meaning of this, see Lambert (2018) 6-8.
See also Erskine (2018) 241: ‘in practice the concepts [i.e.
‘democracy’ and ‘oligarchy’] may have been rather hazier
than some modern observers like to think. Nor should we
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assume that so-called oligarchs actually considered them-
selves to be oligarchs, even if that is how their political
enemies thought of them. They might represent themselves
as aristocrats or even as defenders of democracy, the latter
evidence of varying conceptions of democracy.’

101 Theophr. Char. 26.6: T16te moncopuedo Yo TV
AgrToLPYIOV Koi TV Tpmpapydv droirdpevor; “When
will we cease to be ruined by the liturgies and the trier-
archies?’.

102 This fact is briefly noted by Mikalson (1998) 56
and commented on by Faraguna (2011) 82—85; Canevaro
(2016) 53-54.

193 Dem. Lept. 26.
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This passage is clearly built on an antithesis between chorégiai and military liturgies (the author
most likely has trierarchies in mind, although not exclusively). Gratification (ydp1g) is opposed to
safety (compin), the brief moment of a day (fuépog uépog pikpov) to all time (wavta TOV YpoOVOV),
and a limited audience (toig Oewpévoig udv) to the whole city (ndomn T 6Ael).** Here Demos-
thenes does not formally request the abolition of the liturgical chorégia, but his point is nevertheless
very clear: the money spent on the various choregiai would be much better used to finance war
supplies. The choréegia brings only gratification (charis), which confirms its purpose as mere enter-
tainment, whereas assuring the security of the city should be the priority. Demosthenes adds
another element: the choregia brings merely useless pleasure with benefits only to a few (namely
to those physically present in the Theatre of Dionysus during the contests) and not to all citizens
of Athens. This criticism of Demosthenes clearly does not apply to the liturgical system itself, but
to the choreégia specifically.

Around 25 years after this speech, the politician and democratic leader Lycurgus made the
same distinction between the two types of liturgies in his speech Against Leocrates; again, the
chorégia is portrayed as useless. The Athenian citizen Leocrates, on trial for having fled the city
before the Battle of Chaeronea, could be expected to recall his past lavish chorégiai so as to prove
his devotion and fidelity to the city of Athens. Lycurgus dismisses in advance the value of such
an argument:!'®

OV yap &l Tig ITmoTPOPNKEV 1| KEYOPNYNKE AUTPDS T} TOV GAA®OV TAV To100TOV TL dedandvnKey, 510G
€0TV TP’ VPOV TOOTNG XAPLTOg (€L TOVTOIG YOP OVTOG HOVOG GTEPOVOUTOL, TOVG GAAOVG 0VOEV
OQEADV), GAN’ €1 TI¢ TETpIpapyNKE Aopmp®dS 1) Tl T TOTPidl TEPEPOAEY T) TPOG THV KOWNV COTNPioY
€k [140] 10V dimv cuveundpnoe: TadTA Yip 0TI KOWDS VIEP VUMV ATAVTOV, Kol €V HEV TOVTOLS E0TIV
10TV TNV ApeTNV TOV EMOESOKOTOV, €V EKEIVOLG O TNV €0MOpiay LOVOV TOV dEdATOVIKOTOV.

Horsebreeding, a handsome payment for a chorus, and other expensive gestures do not entitle a man to
any such recognition from you, since for these acts he alone is crowned, conferring no benefit on others.
To earn your gratitude he must, instead, have been distinguished as a trierarch, or built walls to protect
his city, or subscribed generously from his own property for the public safety. These are services to the
state: they affect the welfare of you all and prove the loyalty of the donors, while the others are evidence
of nothing but the wealth of those who have spent the money.

Here again, the opposition between festive but useless liturgies and military liturgies useful to
all is very clear. Lycurgus’ criticism is even more radical than Demosthenes’: the individual
choreégia is an aberration in the democratic politeia for two main reasons. First, it is ‘of no use’
(ovdev deel@V) to the démos: a very straightforward and plain judgement, very close indeed to
Aristotle’s words!? but much stronger from the mouth of a democratic leader.!” Second, the glory
given by a victory as chorégos (symbolized here by the wreath) benefits only one wealthy citizen.
To distinguish an individual merely because he is rich is against democratic principles. This point
in Lycurgus’ criticism of liturgical chorégia was probably most significant, as he was champion
of the unity and cohesion of the Athenian people, especially in this very speech.!%

104 The same points are made by Canevaro (2016) 107 We share the opinion of Wilson (2000) 269 and
236. Faraguna (2011) 83—84, who consider that Lycurgus’ crit-

105 Lycurg. Leoc. 139-40.; tr. Burtt (1954).

106 Arist. Pol. 1309al19: 10c Samovnpig p&v un
ypnoigovg 82 Aewrovpyiog, olov  yopmylog kol
Aopmodapyiog kol doot dAlat towadtot. Aristotle’s focus
here is on the general liturgical system, and he does not
expand on the uselessness of the liturgical chorégia.
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icism is sincere, contra Ober (1989) 231 n.57, who writes
that ‘Lycurgus is deliberately extreme in his rejection of
all non-military liturgies’, but does not provide support
for this assertion.

108 See Faraguna (2011) 82-85.
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These two passages show that, at least from the mid-fourth century BC, even Athenian leaders
undisputedly considered as pro-democratic were not strong supporters of the chorégia and even
disliked it.'” This generally overlooked point is one factor that explains why the leaders of the
restored democratic regime of 307 BC did not revive the liturgical chorégia abolished by
Demetrius of Phalerum a decade before, although they could quite easily have done so, if they
wished. Moreover, the aforementioned Rhodian inscription proves that already at the very begin-
ning of the Hellenistic period, the existence of an agénothetés was not necessarily inconsistent
with the presence of individual chorégoi in the same contest.!'? If necessary, the democratic leaders
of 307 could even have revived the liturgical chorégia while keeping the agonothesia.'"!

Apparently, even after the dismissal of Demetrius’ regime, no one wanted the liturgical chorégia
back, and Athenian democrats were probably satisfied with the ‘chorégia of the demos’ and the
institution of the agonothesia. In fact, these changes, even though introduced by Demetrius of
Phalerum, might have appeared rather consensual at the end of the fourth century BC.!?

(d) A forgotten Lycurgan precedent: the epimeleia of the Great Amphiaraia in 329/8

A document generally forgotten or overlooked in the discussion about changes in the organization
of the Athenian contests proves this assertion, namely the decree concerning the first celebration
of the Great Amphiaraia at Oropos in 329/8 BC. The institutional regulations for the organization
of this festival, which were introduced during the period of influence of the prominent democratic
leader Lycurgus, prefigure in many ways features of the future Athenian agonothesia.

The Great Amphiaraia was a festival in honour of the hero Amphiaraos, whose foundation in
ca. 335 celebrated the annexation of Oropia by Athens after the destruction of Thebes by Alexander
the Great.!!® The initiative for the creation of this penteteric festival apparently came from Phan-
odemos of Thymaitadai, with the obvious support of his friend Lycurgus, who was then the most
prominent leader in Athens.!* Its programme, consisting of gymnic and hippic contests, together
with musical competitions,'!'* might have been inspired by the Great Panathenaia. This wholly
new festival allowed its creators to introduce very innovative characteristics into its institutional
organization, strikingly similar to those of the later agonothesia.

The decree of 329/8 praises the organizers of the very first celebration of this festival. The text
clearly indicates that the contests and the pompé of the Great Amphiaraia were organized and overseen
by a board of ten men ‘elected by the demos’ especially for these tasks. The text reads as follows:!!¢

Oeoi.
éni Knoisop@®vtog dpyovtog, &t T-
fi¢ TnmoBwvtidog tpitng Tputave-

4 {og, M Zwotpatidng Exeéviov Evm-
vpidng &ypappdrevey: Ivavoyidvog

109 Qee also Wilson (2000) 184-87; Scullion (2012)
231-38.

110 Rhodes is not an isolated case. During the third
and second centuries, an agonothetés could coexist with
individual chorégoi, as in the Dionysia of Amorgos (/G
XI11.7.387), lasos (Ilasos 199) or Samos (/G X11.6.1 176),
as well as the Apollonia on Delos (/G X1.2.114 with Vial
(1984) 41-43).

11 This would be the case in Imperial Athens, when
individual chorégoi reappear in the inscriptions, but an
agonothetes of the Dionysia is still at the head of the
contests. See, for example, /G I 4.559, lines 3, 6-7; and
the general remarks of Wilson (2000) 276-78.
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112 Considering the longevity of these reforms, it is
hard to see in the abolition of the liturgical chorégia and
the creation of the agonothesia ‘fundamental flaws’ or
‘failures’ of the revived democratic regime, as is still
often stated: see, for example, Latini (2003) 324; Bayliss
(2011) 105.

113 Knoepfler (2001) 369-89.

114 Habicht (2006) 44.

115 The musical contests of the Amphiaraia are
attested in a catalogue of victors (Epigr. Oropou 50; with
the commentary of Knoepfler (1993) 296-300).

116 JG 11 1.355; tr. Lambert (https://www.atticinscrip-
tions.com/inscription/IGII31/355; accessed April 2020),
with slight modifications (lines 19-20).
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gxtel éml OéKa, TPITEL KOl TPLOKO-
oT€l TG TpLTOVEing, EKKANGia” Td-
8 pnmpoédpwv Emeymoiclev Anpoydp-
ng Prvevg €do&ev L I Anpoo-
0évnc Anpordéone Aapmtpede ein-
gV’ €me1dn ol yeypotovnbévreg HTT-
12 6 tod dMpov &t v EmuéAetoy to-
D Ay@vog kol TOV GAA®OV TAV eEPL TN-
v €0pTNV TOD APQLOPAOV KAADS Koi
QUOTIH®G EmepeAnOnoay Tiig Te -
16 oumiic TdL Aperapdmt Kol Tod dydv-
0G TOD YOpUVIKOD Kol Imicod Kot T-
fi¢ amoPdoemg Kal TV GAADV TOVT®-
VTV TEPL THY TOVIYLPY, OV 0TOl-
20 ¢ mpocératev O dMpog, 0eddybat Td-
1 OO ETovESOL TOVG aipefévT-
ag Povodnpov Awrlov Aupontddn-
v [:] Avkodpyov Avkogpovog Bovtadn-
24 v : Anuadmv Anpéov Hoaviéa : ZOQA-
ov Aptototélovg Durdciov : Opacv-
Aéovta Ogopdvtog Ayapvéa : Emité-
Anv Zowopov [epyaoctifev : Nwkrpa-
28 tov Nikiov Kvdavtidny : 'Emydpnv
Ayovoyapovg [Mataviéa : @vpoyapn-
v Oaidpov Zerttiov : Knoicopdvrta
Avcrpdvrog Xorapyé(a) : dikatocOv-
32 ¢ &veka kol @UAOTYLIOG THG TTPOC T-
ov 0gov Kai Tov dijpov Tdv ABnvaim-
V Kol GTEQAVAGOL ADTOVS YPVOMDL G-
TEPAVML Ao : X : dpayudv, dodvart o8 o-
36 ¥10ig Kol €ig Buoiov kal dvadnuo
H : dpoypdc, 10 6¢ apydpiov t[0] &ig -
v Bvoiav Tpodaveicot TOV Tapioy
70D dMpov, €v 6 TOIg TPMTOLS VOLO-
40 0étaig mpoovopobetiicot T TopL-
[{]at, dodvar 8¢ kal Tag TpriKovTa d-
[ploypag tov Topiov Tod dnpov Toig
[a]ipebeio ént tov aydva, Gg glpn-
44 ton d106vat €v T VOUML T aipe-
0évtL émi v evtaiav: dvaypayo-
1 8¢ T0dE TO YN QIGO0 TOY YPOLLLOTE-
o TG foVAig Kol atiicat &v T iep-
48 d1tod Apelopaov, gig 8¢ TV avoyp-
aenV th|g otANng dodvort TOv Topio-
v Tod dMpov : AAA : dpaypag €k TdV KoT-
& ymoiopata peptlopévav Tt dnp-
52 ot

Gods. In the archonship of Kephisophon, in the third prytany, of Hippothontis, for which Sostratides
son of Ekphantos of Eupyridai was secretary. On the sixteenth, the thirty-third of the prytany. Assembly.
Of the presiding committee Demochares of Phlya was putting to the vote. The People decided. Demos-
thenes son of Demokles of Lamptrai proposed: since those elected by the People for the management of
the competition and the other matters relating to the festival of Amphiaraos managed well and with love
of honour both the procession for Amphiaraos and the gymnic and equestrian competition and the horse-
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leaping and all the other matters relating to the festal Assembly, tasks that the People had assigned to
them, the People shall decide: to praise those who were elected, Phanodemos son of Diyllos of
Thymaitadai, Lycurgus son of Lykophron of Boutadai, Demades son of Demeas of Paiania, Sophilos
son of Aristoteles of Phyle, Thrasyleon son of Theophon of Acharnai, Epiteles son of Soinomos of
Pergase, Nikeratos son of Nikias of Kydantidai, Epichares son of Agonochares of Paiania, Thymochares
son of Phaidros of Sphettos, Kephisophon son of Lysiphon of Cholargos, for their justice and love of
honour towards the god and the Athenian People, and to crown them with a gold crown of 1,000
drachmas; and to give them also 100 drachmas for a sacrifice and dedication; and the treasurer of the
People shall advance the money for the sacrifice; and in the next session of the lawmakers an amendment
to the law shall be proposed for the treasurer; and the treasurer of the People shall give to those elected
to manage the competition the thirty drachmas which are specified in the law to be given to the man
elected to be in charge of good order; and the secretary of the Council shall inscribe this decree and
stand it in the sanctuary of Amphiaraos; and for inscribing the stele the treasurer of the People shall give
30 drachmas from the fund allocated to the People for expenditure on decrees.

Several remarks are necessary here. Even if the specific words agonothesia or agonothetés do
not appear in the text, the expression used in lines 12—13 to describe the task of the ten men, ‘the
management (epimeleia) of the competition’ (Tnv émpéretoy tod aydvoq) is strikingly close to
the words of Aristotle when he recommends to create in richer cities an official position of general
manager (epimeleia) of the competitions (mwepi dydvog Emuéleia,!!’” an expression in the philoso-
pher’s text that applies to both athletic and theatrical contests).!'® Here again we see the conver-
gence between the practice of democratic leaders and the theories of a thinker usually considered
as a moderate oligarch, a conjunction indicating that the matter probably had little to do with poli-
tics or that it was rather consensual.

The most striking fact in this text that seems to have gone unnoticed so far is that the ten orga-
nizers of the Amphiaraian contest were ‘elected by the démos’ (yeypotovn0évieg VO Tov IOV,
lines 11-12). The procedure of cheirotonia is well known: it took place in the ekklesia, with the
Athenian citizens voting by raising their hands for their preferred candidates (as when electing
important magistrates, including the stratégoi). After the reform of Demetrius, cheirotonia was
also the prescribed method for choosing the agonothetés of the Dionysiac contests, as often stated
in the decrees.'?

In 329, however, this feature was wholly innovative. At that time all other organizers of civic
contests, such as the athlothetai of the Great Panathenaia, the archon (in charge of the Great
Dionysia and Thargelia), the archon basileus (in charge of the Lenaia) and the annual hieropoioi
were appointed by lot,'?° according to the Constitution of the Athenians (a text whose composition
is generally assigned to ca. 325 BC). The Amphiaraia thus provides the very first example of a
festival of the Athenian polis run by officials deliberately chosen and elected by the démos, as
would become the norm under Demetrius’ rule and during the Hellenistic period.

This election by the démos is particularly significant, since it means that the organizers of the
Amphiaraia were placed under the control and the authority of the polis itself. This hierarchic link
is explicitly mentioned in the decree in the phrase Gv ontoilc mpocétatev O Sfjpog (‘tasks that the

7 Arist. Pol. 1323al.

18 Here, as in the decrees honouring Athenian
agonothetai (see, for example, IG 11 1.995, lines 20-21),
the word epimeleia has a specific institutional meaning.
It refers to a civic office, close but inferior in status to an
arché, but nevertheless subject to precise and defined
legal regulations (generally election, accountability before
the city, etc.). It does not have here the broad and general
meaning of ‘good care’, as can be the case in other
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contexts (see above). On the institutional definition of the
epimeleia, see Sarrazanas (forthcoming) chapter 3.

119 For example, /G II* 1.877, lines 38-39 and 985,
line 53 (both from the third century).

120 The religious officials (hieropoioi) in charge of
an unknown agonistic festival (the Hephaistieia?) were
also appointed by lot by the Boulé in an Attic inscription
dated to 421/0 BC (see IG I® 82, line 22).
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People had assigned to them’, lines 19-20), which confirms that the ten elected men acted within
the legal framework of the commission assigned to them by the démos. In the case of the chorégoi,
on the other hand, we must remember that, once they had been designated, their various activities
and duties largely escaped the control of the polis, and they were not obliged to give any formal
account of their activities.'?! Lycurgus himself, in the passage quoted above, already stresses the fact
that, in his time, the chorégoi were acting for their own glory only, not for the benefit of the démos.
One last remarkable feature of this new festival of the Amphiaraia is its funding neither on a
liturgical nor on an euergetic basis, as the funds necessary for its organization came from public
and/or sacred treasuries. The proof appears in another decree honouring Phanodemos of
Thymaitadai, dated to 332/1 by lines 10-17. The relevant passage reads as follows:'?

10 ... émedn @avodonpog Ovportdong Ko-
A®G Kol PLAOTIH®G vevopoBETKeY TTe-
pi 10 1epov T0d Appropdov, dtmg v 1 te
TEVIETNPIG OG KAAAIGTN YiyvnTot Ko-

14 i ai dAAon Buoiot Toig Beoig Toic €V T-
@1 iepdL TOD ApPLapaov, Kol Tdpovg me-
mOpIKeV €l TadTO KOl €IC TNV KOTOOK-
€LTV T0D 1EPOD ...

... Since Phanodemos of Thymaitadai has legislated well and with love of honour about the sanctuary of
Amphiaraos, so that the penteteris and the other sacrifices to the gods in the sanctuary of Amphiaraos
may be as fine as possible, and he has secured sources of funding for these things and for the fitting out
of the sanctuary ...

This Phanodemos is the same prominent man who comes first in the list of the organizers of
the celebration of 329/8. In this decree he is honoured specifically for having submitted to the
nomothetai a law regulating the cult of Amphiaraos,'?® especially the pentetéris (i.e. the quadrennial
festival including the contests). The expression mopovg memdpikev €ig todto (‘he has secured
sources of funding for these things’) is of particular interest: it does not mean that Phanodemos
himself gave money from his private coffers,'?* but that he had found a way to secure sources
producing revenues (topovc)'? that would ensure the long-term sustainability of the festival.!*
The money regularly produced by these poroi was then given to the ten organizers of the
Amphiaraia to accomplish their missions in this office.

Here again we note the similarity to the post-Demetrian agonothesia. Regarding the latter, the
expression ‘the démos was chorégos’ indicates that the money necessary for the organization of
the Dionysia came from the polis’ budget, as confirmed by decrees stating that the agonothetes
had formally given account of the expenses made during his term in office (euthunai and logoi)'*’
before the financial officials of the city.!?® This procedure alone shows that the agonothetes
managed public funds.

121 Wilson (2000) 170, commenting on Arist. Pol.
1299a15-20.

122 JG II® 1.348, lines 10-17.

123 On Phanodemos’ career, see Brun (2013).

124 Contra Lambert (2011b) 85, n.66, who interprets
this phrase as a ‘personal contribution’ from Phan-
odemos. The translation by Mikalson (1998) 33,
‘providing funds for the festival’, is rather ambiguous.

125 For the exact meaning of the term wopo, see the
clear discussion of Gauthier (1976) 7—-19.

126 These mopot came from the leasing of the sacred
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land of Amphiaraos in Oropia, as discussed in
Papazarkadas (2011) 44-51. The allocation of specific
revenues to specific expenses is typical of the financial
administration under Lycurgus: see Migeotte (2014)
444-47, for expenses specifically related to the theatre,
see the recent survey in Csapo and Wilson (2015) 409—
12, with earlier bibliography.

127 See IG 1I° 1.991, lines 21-22, and 995, lines 20—
21.

128 On the control procedures on the Athenian
agonothetai, see Frohlich (2004) 336-37.
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To conclude, if we focus our analysis on an institutional point of view, the organization of the
Amphiaraia clearly displays innovative characteristics that did not exist all together in other Athenian
contests at that time: specific official(s) designated to arrange the agones; election by the démos;
managing of public funds; accountability of their magistracy before the demos. These new experiments
did not last long: after two celebrations of the Great Amphiaraia in 329/8 and 325/4, Athens lost control
of Oropia in 322 in the aftermath of'its defeat in the Lamian War, and the festival thus came to an end.
Nevertheless, these short-lived competitions certainly offered the Athenian leaders of Lycurgus’ time
an occasion to experiment with a new formula that was probably considered to be rather satisfactory.

Since the Athenian Amphiaraia did not include theatrical contests like those of the Dionysia,
the decrees quoted above have never been considered in the discussion concerning the creation of
the agonothesia. Yet the institutional characteristics common to the Amphiaraia and the post-316
Dionysiac festivals are too numerous and obvious to be coincidental. Although such similarities
do not allow us to state that Demetrius of Phalerum merely copied the Lycurgan model of the
Amphiaraia when he created the agonothesia in Athens, they at least show that these changes in
the organization of agonistic events were already in play from the 330s and were probably the
subject of consensus among the different Athenian political leaders, if not the citizens, regardless
of their political affiliation. In this respect, Demetrius’ reforms in agonistic matters mark rather a
continuity with Lycurgus’ period than a rupture:'?* the same phenomenon has been observed in
several other policy areas in recent studies.'*

One may object that the Amphiaraia were ruled by a board of ten citizens, while only one
agonothetes was at the head of the post-316 Dionysiac competitions, and that the latter feature
may be somewhat oligarchical.'' This difference, however, does not seem fundamental, compared
to the aforementioned and much more crucial common institutional characteristics. Moreover, we
must remember that, during the entire Classical period before the reforms of Demetrius, that is to
say under an undisputedly democratic regime, the dramatic festivals of Athens were already orga-
nized and supervised by one official only, namely the (eponymous) archon at the Great Dionysia
or the archon basileus at the Lenaia.!* Replacing the archon with another individual official (the
agonothetés) was not a substantial change in this respect.

(e) The agdonothesia as a way to relieve the archons from the burden of their agonistic duties

We stress one last very important fact that has generally escaped notice. From the point of view
of institutional history, saying or writing that the agonothesia replaced or was a substitute for the
chorégia of the Classical period is incorrect.!** Epigraphic documents are clear: the phrase ‘the
démos was chorégos’ clearly indicates that the city now assumed the expense of training and equip-
ping the various choroi.

129 O’Sullivan (2009) 174-75; Faraguna (2016), 60— that this caricature comes from Theophrastus who, being
61. a pupil of Aristotle and one of the masters of Demetrius

130 These continuities have been demonstrated espe-
cially by O’Sullivan (2009) 99-101, 165-66, 228-29,
296-99; see also Faraguna (2011) 7677 (legislation on
women); (2016) 60—61; Marchiandi (2011) 156 (funerary
monuments).

131 Theophr. Char. 26.2: in relation to the appoint-
ment of the epimelétai who regulated the Dionysian
procession, the preference of the ‘oligarchic man’ is for
a single citizen rather than a college of ten, provided that
he is ‘a real man’. This specific example chosen by
Theophrastus for his ironic caricature typically illustrates
the excesses of this ‘oligarchic’ ideology, when pushed
too far and applied to every aspect of the civic life (as
already noted by Navarre (1914) 409). It is worth noting
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of Phalerum, is generally labelled himself by modern
scholarship a (moderate?) ‘oligarchic’ thinker.

132 We stress once again the fact that it is clear in the
sources that the organizer of the contests was not the
chorégoi, who were just contenders, but the archon alone
(Arist. Ath. 56.5: [the archon] S101kel 8¢ kol TOV dy@dva
6V Alovociov obtoc kol Tdv Oupyniiov and 57.1: tov
8¢ aydva [i.e. the Lenaia] dwatibnow 0 Paoiredc). Many
scholars have failed to grasp this fundamental distinction
in their discussion of the abolition of the liturgical
chorégia, which has led them to confusion and incorrect
statements (see below).

133 Pgce, most recently, Bayliss (2011) 105; Makres
(2014) 88; Machle (2019) 17.
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According to the Aristotelian Constitution of the Athenians, written around 325 BC, the official
magistrate in charge of the general supervision of the Great Dionysia and Thargelia was the epony-
mous archon; of the Lenaia, it was the archon basileus. This extended responsibility encompassed
many duties, including the completion of the sacrifice and the conduct of the procession. In addi-
tion, the same text indicates that the archon specifically oversaw the organization of and presidency
over the musical and dramatic contests (agones) that took place during these festivals.!** In the
case of the Great Dionysia this included, for instance, recruiting and paying the poets, actors and
musicians who were to perform during the contests (while the chorégoi paid only the chorodi-
daskaloi).'® The archon himself had to select the artists, which meant auditioning dozens of poets
and musicians, since the needs of Athens each year were ‘enormous’.'3¢

These agonistic duties were apparently time-consuming for the archons (especially in addition
to their other responsibilities, for example in judiciary and legal matters), since the evolution of
the institution shows that they were relieved of some of these duties already during the Classical
period. According to the Constitution of the Athenians, while the archon himself previously
(proteron) selected the five chorégoi for the comic contest of the Great Dionysia, a change occurred
at some point before 325 BC: in the author’s time the tribes were in charge of choosing and
presenting the five chorégoi for the comedies.'*’

The creation of the agonothesia, a civic office whose main duty was specifically to prepare
and set up the contests, was thus another change in the same direction, only much larger. This new
magistracy should be interpreted as a change that relieved the archons from a considerable part of
their previous tasks. Of course, with the liturgical chorégia abolished, the archons now had nothing
to do with the chorégoi. After 316 the archons were no longer in charge of the agonistic part of
the Dionysiac festivals, because the agonothetés had taken over the general supervision of these
contests. The archons now retained only their ancestral and properly religious duties: for instance,
the organization of the procession in honour of Dionysus during the Dionysia was still the prerog-
ative of the archon even after the creation of the agonothesia,'*® as had been the case since at least
the Archaic period. In third-century Athens, the agonothetés in office during the Great Dionysia
was never in charge of the organization of the procession,'* as often occurred in festivals celebrated
in other Greek cities.'*

This distinction tends to confirm that the creation of the agonothesia had first and foremost
practical and institutional motivations, directed specifically at ameliorating the organization and
supervision of the contests. The fact that only the agonistic aspect of the previous duties of the
archons was transferred to the agonothetés most probably shows that is where the thrust of these
major changes lay and that this was a response to the ever increasing administrative burden on the
archons.

One reason for this phenomenon is the challenge, by the mid-fourth century, to the Athenian
festivals’ supremacy by artistic contests set up in other parts of the Greek world. In particular, the
theatre- and spectacle-loving Argead kings of Macedon could offer the best artists significant

134 Arist. Ath. 56.5 (eponymous archon) and 57.1
(archon basileus).

(1985) 67 assumes that the selection of comic choréegoi
for the Lenaia was also transferred from the archon

135 Wilson (2000) 61-62, 85. Before 316 BC,
another of the archon’s duties prior to the festival was to
deal with claims for exemptions and antidosis procedures
from the men designated to be chorégoi (Arist. Ath.
56.3).

136 Wilson (2000) 64.

137" Arist. Ath. 56.3. On this change, see the commen-
tary of Csapo and Wilson (2014) 405-07, who stress that
‘tribal affinities also doubtless greatly increased audience
support and enthusiasm in the theatre’. MacDowell
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basileus to the tribes around the same date; but see the
remarks of Wilson (2000) 331 n.4.

138 For example, IG I° 1.920, lines 13—15 (266 BC)
and II® 1.1284, lines 36-37 (186/5 BC).

139 No decree from this period, even the most
detailed texts (e.g. /G II* 1.995), ever mentions the orga-
nization of the procession of the Athenian Dionysia by
an agonothetés.

140 For example at the Itonia in Amorgos: see /G XII
Supplement 330, lines 9-10.
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amounts of money for performances in their own theatrical events.'*! Plutarch and Athenaeus
record that very famous artists deliberately chose to skip the Athenian Dionysia to perform at
events organized by Alexander,'*? obviously attracted by the higher payment offered by the
monarch.'®® Even after Alexander’s death, many Greek cities, both old and newly founded ones,
created or upgraded local theatrical contests (some of them apparently encouraged by the Diado-
choi),'** as is shown by the many stone theatres that had been built by the end of the fourth
century.'” These new competitions required, of course, the presence of numerous artists.!*® The
dates of these new artistic events could also interfere with those of the Athenian festivals and there-
fore deprive the latter of valuable performers.'4’

This situation was a major challenge to Athens’ cultural prestige.'*® During the Classical period,
the initiative for participation in the contests stemmed from the artists. If they wished to take part
in the Dionysia, poets (and most probably actors and musicians) had to apply officially and to
present themselves before the archon on a fixed date.'* The archon then chose from among the
declared candidates those who would finally compete during the festival, which necessarily meant
that some (most?) were rejected. This system was satisfactory when Athens was the undisputed
centre of the dramatic and musical agones, and when most poets were themselves Athenians. The
aforementioned examples from Philip’s and Alexander’s times, however, demonstrate that the
system had reached a limit, as Athens now could be deprived of the best available poets and
performers if another city or king could offer artists other opportunities and higher remuneration.
Since the poets, actors and musicians (among whom were many non-Athenians) were profes-
sionals, they naturally followed the law of supply and demand.

In this new situation, the old logic might have been reversed. The city could not now passively
expect the artists to apply for the Athenian contests, because of the risk of their hire elsewhere. A
natural solution to avoid this was for the city to contact artists more actively and secure their pres-
ence further in advance by negotiating and establishing contracts with them.'>° The archon (still
chosen by lot at the time), already laden with many other duties, perhaps was not the most fitting

141" See the recent survey of Moloney (2014). On the
organization of artistic events by Philip, see Mikalson
(1998) 119-20; Le Guen (1995) 60—61; Lamari (2017) 82—
88. In addition, it should be noted that Philip IT of Macedon
set up an important musical contest during his siege of
Methone in 354 BC, where many famous artists of the
time performed (see Didymos, ed. Pearson and Stephens
(1983) 4546, col. 2, H.56-62). On Alexander and the
theatre, see Le Guen (2014); Vahtikari (2014) 99—115.

142 This is notably the case of the very famous actors
Thettalos and Athenodoros who skipped the Great
Dionysia of 331 in order to take part in the contests set
up by Alexander in Tyre the same year (Plut. Alex. 29.5).
Seven years later, dozens of renowned artists of all
specialities performed at the Susa weddings that took
place in March or April 324 (Ath. Deipnosophistae
12.538B-39A), which mean they most probably skipped
the Athenian Dionysia that were scheduled at the same
time of that year. In any case, Le Guen (2014) 264-66
shows that several artists permanently resided at
Alexander’s court during his conquest in the East; obvi-
ously, they were not available to perform in other cities
like Athens.

143 The king’s generosity towards artists is well
documented: see Le Guen (2014) 272.

144 During the period of the Diadochoi, Samos
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created a new festival called Antigoneia-Demetrieia
(honouring Antigonos Monophthalmos and Demetrios
Poliorcetes), which is first attested ca. 306 BC (SEG
1.362). On theatrical contests during the Hellenistic
period, see Le Guen (1995); (2010).

145 Csapo et al. (2014) 4: ‘Most spectacular of all is
the spread of drama which certainly began in the fifth but
was so rapid in the fourth century that by its end there
was a theatre and dramatic festival in every self-
respecting city and town, not only in Greece, but
throughout the hellenised East.” See also Le Guen (1995)
60—61; Moretti (2014) 108—11; and the recent surveys by
Csapo and Wilson (2015); Stewart (2017) 179-94.

146 Csapo et al. (2014) 11: ‘The demand for theatre,
in the years following Alexander, increased possibly a
hundredfold by the end of the [fourth] century.’

147 Csapo (2010a) 86: ‘[at the end of the fourth
century] the demand for good actors grew with such
rapidity that it clearly outstripped the supply.’

148 Csapo (2010a) 86: ‘Athens needed to actively
promote its theater by the second half of the fourth
century because of competition from Greek cities that
were acquiring theaters at an even accelerated rate.” See
also Le Guen (2014) 269-70.

149 Wilson (2000) 61-65.

130 See Le Guen (2004) especially 91-99.
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magistrate to deal with this issue. In this regard, creating a specific official, namely the agonothetés,
to be in charge of the negotiations with the professional performers was probably a response by
the city of Athens aimed at securing the presence of the best artists at their home festivals.!>! Even
if undertaken by Demetrius of Phalerum, this innovation appears once again perfectly in line with
the important efforts previously made by Lycurgus to make Athens ‘the cultural capital-city of
Greece’.'? As demonstrated above, public funding was naturally a companion measure to assure
better control of the polis over its cultural policy.

III. Conclusion

Several scholars have recently suggested that the birth of the Athenian agonothesia as a proper
civic institution was not a sudden phenomenon.'>* We certainly agree with this argument, but for
different reasons from previous authors. The idea that the agonothesia bore the seal of oligarchic
ideology, repeated so often in previous studies, should clearly be rejected. If the democratic regime
revived in 307 maintained the institution of the agonothesia, although created by Demetrius of
Phalerum, it most probably did so because this new institution: (1) was already in the air in Athens
with a possible precedent in the Lycurgan Amphiaraia; (2) probably carried no intrinsic political
or ideological significance and was compatible with any type of political regime; and (3) was
considered a satisfactory and efficient way for Athens to organize its contests.

In our opinion, the most convincing scenario is the following. At least by the end of the fourth
century BC the individual and liturgical chorégia manifestly faced criticism, both from oligarchic
and from democratic politicians in Athens, even if for different reasons. After 338, the measures
taken by Lycurgus and his friends prove that the polis had a much greater hand in the organization
and funding of religious and cultural matters than during the Classical period.'>* The creation of
the Great Amphiaraia ca. 332/1 BC offered the opportunity to experiment with a new institutional
way of organizing civic competitions, by charging ten men with the epimeleia of the contests. For
the first time, agonistic officials were elected directly by the people, with the money given to them
to fulfill their duties from public or sacred treasuries. Thus, the démos could have better control
over the entire process of contest organization.

Even though the festival of the Amphiaraia disappeared after 322, this innovation had been
tested and probably approved. A few years later, during his period of rule, Demetrius of Phalerum
introduced a very similar formula in the organization of the Great Dionysia and other ‘Dionysiac’
competitions. The individual liturgical chorégia was replaced by the ‘chorégia of the démos’, with
the contests now funded by public funds and no longer by personal fortunes.!'>> This reform was

151 Arist. Rh. 1405a23-24 most probably attests the
existence of groups of professional performers who
called themselves fechnitai, already ca. 330 BC: see
Csapo and Slater (1994) 239. The creation of the
agonothesia in Athens thus may have been a reaction to
this new organization of professional artists. Some
scholars, including Bélis (1999) 211, have defended the
idea that formally organized companies of professional
artists (called ‘sunodoi of Dionysiac technitai’) existed
prior to the reign of Alexander. Nevertheless, the first
attestation of such a sunodos dates only to ca. 280, and
the date of creation of the first sunodoi is controversial
(see Le Guen (2001) 1.49, especially n.174).

152 On the cultural policy of Lycurgus, see Perrin-
Saminadayar (2007) 172-73; Csapo and Wilson (2014);
on Athens as a ‘cultural capital-city’, see Perrin (1997);
Perrin-Saminadayar (2007) 174-95, 603-32; Hanink
(2014) 230.
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153 Csapo and Wilson (2010) 101: ‘le glissement de
la chorégie a 1’agonothésie fut un processus complexe,
long et mouvementé¢’; Faraguna (2011) 81: ‘Demetrios
of Phaleron’s later replacement of choregia with
agonothesia may have been less innovating than is gener-
ally supposed.’

154 Mikalson (1998) 55-56; Csapo and Wilson
(2014) 424.

155 Most previous scholars have considered that the
funding of the civic contests now relied to a large extent
on the private fortune of the agonothetés himself, who
was expected to cover most if not all of the expenses
from his own private coffers because the polis was not
able to afford them. But this traditional view has been
reassessed, and recent studies show that the bulk of the
money necessary to set up the contests came in fact from
public or sacred treasuries (Migeotte (1997); (2010) 143;
(2014) 532, 551; Papakonstantinou (2016) 106-08).
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most probably consensual: both oligarchs, who complained about the burden the chorégia entailed
for wealthy citizens, and the democrats, who considered this liturgy ‘useless’ and of benefit only
to the richest Athenians, had good reasons not to regret the disappearance of the liturgical choregia.

At the same time, the archons’ previous responsibilities in agonistic matters were transferred
to a newly created civic official, the agonothetés. One reason for this change was probably to
secure better the participation of the most renowned artists at the city contests in the context of
growing competition between Athens, other cities and powerful kings. Just like the ten officials in
charge of the Amphiaraia competitions, the agonothetés was elected directly by the démos,
managed public money and accounted for his activity before the controllers of the city (euthunoi)
at the end of his term. Formally, the agonothetes was simply a civic delegate of the démos’
sovereignty, always under the control of the polis and not an individual citizen competing above
all for his own glory, as the chorégoi had. One important fact that should be borne in mind is that,
from a strictly institutional point of view, conceiving of the agonothesia as a direct substitute for
the liturgical chorégia is incorrect.'>

As demonstrated above, the relevant evidence allows us to date all of these changes to the year
316/15 BC, at the beginning of Demetrius’ rule over the city. Although officially created under an
oligarchic regime, both the ‘chorégia of the demos’ and the agonothesia perhaps were satisfactory
to everyone, since, in contrast to other measures by Demetrius of Phalerum, they were maintained
well after 307/6, throughout the Hellenistic period until at least 175 BC."’

As a civic institution, the agonothesia had no intrinsic ideological value but was, above all, a
practical and pragmatic solution to the new conditions of the organization of competitions in late
fourth-century Athens, as well as a response to its new social and economic situation in the after-
math of the Battle of Chaeronea.
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