
be moving in this area, including lawyers, students of public policy and poli-
ticians, should be aware of his arguments, which stake out a particular position
that must be addressed even by those who disagree with it. This reviewer’s
single complaint about the book is that its cost will preclude its being as
widely disseminated as it should be.

SCOT PETERSON

Balliol College, Oxford
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This book is an extremely well researched and thorough examination of all the
major European and United Nations case law and conventions that touch on or
deal directly with the book’s topic. The author’s premise is the desire to sift
through the complex and varied area of the right to religious freedom in inter-
national law, analyse the role of children in relation to that right and to arrive at a
definitive statement of what the child’s right to religious freedom is.

This work has highlighted the diverse and sometimes unsatisfactory
approach of the various international organs to the right of a child to religious
freedom. Hopefully, this will result in a debate about how the right can be devel-
oped and considered in the future.

The author has examined in detail the relationship of children to a variety of
religions, various theories of rights vis-à-vis children and the sources of inter-
national law themselves before drawing conclusions from the thorough study.
It is quite clear that the lack of international consistency and regard to this
topic needs to be addressed. It is also clear that the author considers that her
theoretical model of the right of a child to religious freedom (the right of
every child to be unhindered in their growth as an independent autonomous
actor in the matrix of parents, religious community and society) is a far better
model than those currently being used by the various European and United
Nation bodies determining this issue. In producing a model and offering a
way forward the author refrains from the simple task of critiquing and offering
nothing in return.

It is refreshing to find an author who has the confidence to critique, with
some fervour, the current approach to this ever more relevant right and argue
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for a comprehensive approach that promotes an understanding of the indivi-
duality of the child. Certainly, her assessment of the some of the decisions of
the various commissions determining the scope of the right of a child to reli-
gious freedom is unflinching in its criticism.

The author cannot be faulted for the breadth of the subject matter. Indeed,
part of her rationale for producing this work is because there is no other
similar work in existence. However, at times the attention to detail means that
sight is lost of the main premise. Whilst the author undoubtedly felt she had
no option but to consider and assess the various international case law and con-
ventions, it results in an overload of detail and creates a stilted feel. In addition,
the conclusions of each chapter in which the various conventions are assessed
have a similar negative and somewhat repetitive feel. The book is, as a result,
harder to follow and thus the author’s argument is weakened.

This work aims to stimulate debate about the right of a child to religious
freedom. There is no doubt that it will add to the conversation, but perhaps in
a less effective way than it might have done, because of the struggle the
reader has to maintain a focus throughout on the ambitious underlying premise.

LEE COLEY

Solicitor
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the Constitution in New Zealand
NOEL COX

Polygraphia Ltd, Auckland, 2008, xxvi + 338 pp (paperback NZ $65.00) ISBN:
978-1-877332-60-9

Recent years have witnessed a dramatic growth of literature in the field of law
and religion. The study of religion law, State law applicable to religion, has bur-
geoned domestically and internationally, not least with the emergence of the Law
and Religion Scholars Network in the United Kingdom, and the International
Consortium for Law and Religion Studies. The focus of the literature in this
area is principally on religious freedom, not only on national systems of religion
law (and increasingly comparisons of these) but also in international law and
religion. The study of religious law, the rules of religious groups, has also devel-
oped across the faiths domestically (such as with the establishment of the
Interfaith Legal Advisers Network in the UK in 2007), and internationally
(with an important consultation on Jewish Law and (Roman) Canon Law in
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