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institutions and society proceed in a similar fashion, rarely venturing beyond European acad-
emies and the Protestant Reformation.

Thankfully, the final two chapters are much stronger. In Chapter 8, ‘The Scientific Revolution in
the colonial world’, we learn of the Royal Society’s connections to the Americas alongside the
cartographic work of Spanish Jesuits in seventeenth-century Mexico. There is a particularly
good section on the Dutch East India Company (VOC), detailing the publication of Hendrik
Adriaan van Rheede tot Drakenstein’s twelve-volume Garden of Malabar (1678-1693).
Drakenstein was governor of the VOC’s colonial outpost in Malabar, recruiting a range of indigen-
ous and European informants to compile his monumental natural history of the region. Burns also
emphasizes the differences between colonial powers, suggesting that the VOC should be contrasted
with the Society of Jesus in South Asia. Still, Burns’s account of colonial science is framed in diffu-
sionist terms. He begins the chapter by informing the reader that ‘the theories, institutions, and
instruments of the Scientific Revolution were beginning to spread across the world” (p. 129).

Chapter 9, ‘The Scientific Revolution in Asia’, comes closest to delivering on the promise of the
title of the book. In this chapter, Burns recovers the perspectives of Russian, Chinese, Korean,
Vietnamese, Japanese, Siamese, Ottoman and Indian elites. He documents how these different imper-
ial powers understood and selectively adopted (and rejected) European science. If this sounds like a
lot to fit into one chapter of nineteen pages, that is because it is. Nonetheless, Burns’s account of
science under the Qing emperor Kangxi is developed in more detail and gives a flavour of what
readers might have hoped for throughout. We learn how European knowledge was incorporated
into existing Chinese traditions, particularly those relating to the Mandate of Heaven. We also
learn how in 1717 Kangxi published the results of a major cartographic project and sent a copy
to Peter the Great in Russia. Here Burns finally presents knowledge exchange as two-way.

The Scientific Revolution in Global Perspective starts by asking some important questions but
fails to answer them. To his credit, Burns has tried to integrate the global history of imperialism
into the traditional account of early modern science. Unfortunately, the result is diffusionist and
analytically weak and only seriously engages with the world outside Europe in the last thirty
pages. Is there a need for an introduction to the Scientific Revolution which is both rigorous
and breaks the bounds of Eurocentrism? Yes. Is this it? No.

JAMES POSKETT
University of Cambridge
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This volume consists of eleven essays drawn from papers originally presented at the Museo Galileo,
Florence,in 2011. It takes as its theme discussions of the significance of ‘celestial novelties’ — specifically
novae and comets — in the years leading up to and following the famous observations of such phenom-
ena that took place in the 1570s. As the editors of this volume note in their introduction, the events of
the 1570s are well known to historians of science. Although frequently they have been assigned key
roles in narratives of the Scientific Revolution, the editors suggest that ‘we still do not possess the com-
plete picture’ of their significance. Responding to this need, these essays will, they argue, provide a
‘better and broader’ understanding of the cosmological discussions of the period (p. x).

In a more general sense the essays in this volume are intended to present a series of new
approaches to the history of celestial novelties in this period. Broadly they divide into two
types: the first reconstructs the context of the debate on celestial phenomena in the late sixteenth
century; the second considers how individuals responded to the challenges presented by the celes-
tial novelties. A significant number of the essays focus on astrology and its importance in framing
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the context for much cosmological discussion of the period. This theme, which has featured prom-
inently in the work of Robert Westman and Steven Vanden Broecke, is enriched in this volume by
the work of Dario Tessicini, Tayra M.C. Lanuzo Navarro and Victor Navarro Brotons, Elide
Casali and Adam Mosley.

The editors suggest that the volume will broaden our understanding of cosmological debate in
several specific ways. First, several of the essays, including Mosley and Tessicini’s contributions,
underline the wide variety of literary genres in which the celestial novelties were discussed.
Comets, for example, were discussed in texts on meteorology, medicine and history. Tessicini
surveys the Italian literature pertaining to the comet of 1577, and finds that few, if any, of the
authors were professional mathematician—astronomers. He thus raises questions about the rela-
tionship between their works and those of the likes of Galileo Galilei and Christopher Clavius.
Nick Jardine’s essay examines the manner in which Christopher Rothman presented his
Dialexis Cometae qui Anno Christi M.D.LXXXV. mensibus Octobri and Novembri apparvit.
He describes the manner in which Rothman’s account of the comet of 1585 drew upon existing
genres for discussing comets in order to present his own findings and to develop the emerging
genre of observationes.

Second, some of the essays in the collection broaden the geographical scope of historiographical
discussion. Spain, France and Italy have been relatively marginalized in existing historical accounts
of celestial novelties, and several of the contributions begin to redress the balance. Lanuza Navarro
and Navarro Brotons suggest that changing cosmological ideas had little impact on astrological
prediction in Spain. Isabelle Pantin describes the work of the Italian Carmelite Francesco
Giuntini, who was exiled in Lyon, and his efforts to accommodate the nova of 1572 within his
traditional cosmology.

Other essays in this volume use a consideration of the celestial novelties to shed new light on the
work of some of the more established figures in the historiography of early modern science. Miguel
Angel Granada describes how Tycho Brahe used the debate over the significance of the novae to
contest Nicholas Copernicus’s cosmology. In an analysis of the dedicatory letters to Rudolf II in
De stella nova (1606) and the Astronomia nova (1609), Francesco Barreca and Patrick J. Boner
explore how Johannes Kepler drew analogies between his astronomical studies and the Holy
Roman Empire’s military conflicts with the Ottomans.

This book therefore offers a wide-ranging set of studies, which touch in various ways on the re-
ception and interpretation of celestial novelties in the late sixteenth century. Many of the individual
essays are of a very high standard, and make useful contributions to their respective fields.
Nevertheless, it is harder to determine their collective value. Although focused on the central
issue of celestial novelties, and as I have indicated there are common themes connecting several
of the essays, there is no clear sense of how they add up to more than the sum of their parts. A
clearer sense of what the editors took to be missing from the existing accounts of the Scientific
Revolution and of the specific ways that these essays address these gaps would, perhaps, have
given the volume more focus.
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Australian scholar Jamie Kassler has devoted much of her academic life to the study of Roger
North’s writings. Her North biography, published with Ashgate in 2009, received lavish praise,
and the present volume sets forth her painstaking analysis of North’s ideas and influence. At the
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