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with a 1997 participatory mapping in Gogoi, Mozambique, and later in the 
book he carries this story further. In this way, he becomes part of the 
process of cadastral politics and, more broadly, the liberal projects that he 
critiques elsewhere in his work. As a result, one is inclined to take even 
more seriously his concluding call for more "pessimism and conservatism" 
in conservation and development planning, and his defense of communal 
land tenure arrangements in the face of encroaching neoliberal land 
tenure systems. 

Peter Rogers 
Transboundary Protected Areas Research Initiative 

Pretoria, South Africa 

Michael Bollig. Risk Management in a Hazardous Environment: A Compara­
tive Study of Two Pastoral Societies. New York: Springer, 2006. Photographs. 
Maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. $125.00. Cloth. 

Michael Bollig takes an interdisciplinary approach to the Pokot of north­
ern Kenya and the Himba of northern Namibia in this accessible textbook, 
part of a new series called "Studies in Human Ecology and Adaptation." 
The detailed case studies are the result of nearly six years of archival and 
field research in Kenya and Namibia from 1987 to the present. The author 
learned Otjiherero, the Himba language, and Pokot and lived in wealthy, 
well-established households. 

Pastoral studies have been strong on ethnography but weaker when it 
comes to generalization. The comparative approach enables Bollig to 
understand how hazards are generated, what impacts they have on indi­
viduals, households, and institutional structures, how these impacts vary for 
people of different socioeconomic status and gender, and the extent to 
which risk minimization is affected by cultural change. He looks at two soci­
eties engaged in mobile livestock husbandry typical of arid lands in eastern 
and southern Africa which were not integrated into states, as in western 
and northern Africa or southwest and central Asia, and for which no over­
arching religious system was of major importance. The Pokot and Himba 
have marked differences in terms of precolonial history, household size, 
household cycle, and herd and power structures. The Pokot have had a rel­
atively rapidly growing human population, their environment has suffered 
greater degradation than that of the slow-growing Himba population, and 
they have had decades of interethnic violence and raiding, whereas the 
Himba have experienced more stable environments and social relations. 
Pokot herds are more susceptible to disease than those of the Himba. The 
Himba have better veterinary services, and the arid climate in northern 
Namibia keeps down populations of flies and ticks which spread disease. By 
comparing the major hazards in two rather different pastoral societies, the 
author seeks to generate hypotheses on hazards and risk management in 
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pastoral societies more generally. Hazards discussed include demographic 
growth, degradat ion of resources, ent i t lement decline, drought , violent 
conflicts, and epidemics. 

Bollig offers a comprehensive survey of the existing literature on pas­
toral societies in Africa and notes the specific contr ibutions of his own 
research. His case studies provide information on growth rates in pastoral 
societies and demographic growth in relation to specific product ion sys­
tems, information rarely included in studies of pastoral societies. Prior 
studies of the Himba have presented general information on Himba econ­
omy but with none of the detail Bollig conveys. The dep th and breadth of 
both studies are outstanding. Among the areas covered exhaustively are the 
histories of individual famine events, percept ions of the causes of drought , 
and coping strategies of communit ies , families, and individuals. Indeed, he 
discusses virtually every imaginable aspect of pastoral life, from the chang­
ing composition of pastures in terms of grasses of different nutri t ional val­
ues and changes in herd composit ion and mobility dur ing crisis, to sales of 
livestock by age and sex over time, types of goats and cattle used for 
bridewealth payments, and substitute foods dur ing drought . There are 
numerous charts and high-quality maps as well as satellite, historical, and 
present-day photographs . Transcriptions of interviews, prayers, and songs 
add another dimension to the impressive variety of topics covered. 

Michael Bollig succeeds well in achieving his goals, and the significant 
differences in the two societies make the conclusions presented in the final 
chapter all the more compelling. Risk Management in a Hazardous Environ­
ment will be welcome reading for graduate students and faculty with inter­
est in pastoral or environmental studies, indigenous knowledge, Kenya, or 
Namibia. It would be an appropr ia te text for upper-level courses on Africa 
in anthropology, geography, and environmental studies. 

Heidi G. Frontani 
Eton University 

Eton, North Carolina 

Ben Wisner, Camilla Toulmin, and Rutendo Chitiga, eds. Towards a New Map 
of Africa. London: Earthscan, 2005. xxiii + 352 pp. Maps. Figures. Tables. Notes. 
Index. $135.00. Cloth. $35.00. Paper. 

Towards a New Map of Africa is composed of contr ibutions by two dozen 
authors who offer their thoughts on political, environmental , and eco­
nomic changes on the cont inent since the publication of Timberlake's 
1985 Earthscan book, Africa in Crisis. It does not delve into cartographic 
aspects of the cont inent as such, but encourages visualizing Africa differ­
ently and working collectively to create a "new map of Africa" (35). The 
mental map provided to readers is, despite efforts to point to positive 
changes in the region, one that is ra ther bleak. Structural Adjustment Pro-

https://doi.org/10.1353/arw.2007.0029 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1353/arw.2007.0029



