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in the revolutionary upheaval. With their voice so sympathetically recovered, it is now 
time to connect this rarified world to the social concerns of most historiographical 
debate. If this study is delimited by the concerns and sympathies of the author’s 
chosen framework, his critiques and historiographical revisions will help the field 
move forward with the integration of finance into the general narrative of Russian 
history, and hew closer to Lenin’s own forebodings about the primacy of finance.

Oscar Sanchez-Sibony
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Sabine Dullin works at the Institute of political studies, which is part of Sciences 
Po in Paris. The French edition of her book appeared in 2014, based on her well-
researched doctoral dissertation, defended in 2010. But French does not belong 
among the standard skills of those who do Soviet history. So, this careful translation 
into Russian is very welcome.

The book consists of an Introduction, five chapters, and conclusion. The 
Introduction briefly discusses historiography and formulates the key element of the 
author’s methodological approach. It is based on an asymmetrical comparison, which 
allows Dullin to show which elements of Soviet policy were similar to the policy of 
the neighboring states, and what was really unique in the Soviet approach to how the 
border was conceptualized, administered, and consolidated since the establishment 
of Soviet state until the early stages of the Second World War. This way Dullin, while 
avoiding trivialization of Soviet experience, manages to show how many elements of 
Soviet border policy were typical for the interwar practices of the USSR’s neighbors 
also. Dullin shows multiple functions of the border in Soviet policy: as a defensive 
line, as a front of ideological confrontation and expansion, as a showcase of socialist 
achievements. She shows how the border zone was consolidated and transformed 
into a world with a special legal regime and norms of behavior.

Dullin’s focus is on the European borders of the USSR, and she worked in central 
Russian archives, in the archive of Vyborg, and in the archives of Belarus. Asian areas 
also get some attention, however. She studies the policy of the central authorities’ 
ads concerning local administration and the ways in which ordinary people had to 
accommodate themselves to the conditions of the border zone.

Dullin also studies the public image of the Soviet border guard in Soviet art, 
including film. The first chapter is mostly focused exactly on the exceptionally 
prominent role of a heroic border guard in Soviet imagery. It also discusses the role of 
Soviet border guards in transformation of local life in the border area.

The following four chapters are organized chronologically. Chapter 2 covers the 
period of 1920–1923, when Bolsheviks in their anti-imperial drive and in hope for new 
revolutions made significant concessions to the newly-emerging states in the former 
imperial borderlands. Following the Soviet approach to nationality politics and 
principles of national self-determination, Moscow also made significant concessions 
at the expense of Russian Federative Republic when drawing the borders between 
newly-created Soviet republics. At that time, the very concept of a border as rather 
broad space (border zone) was taking shape.
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Chapter 3 shows how the border was used in the framework of the Piedmont 
principle as a showcase window for projecting Soviet influence abroad in 1920s, and 
how it was transformed into a border of a besieged fortress in early 1930s, when hopes 
for world revolution gave way to fear of foreign influences.

The fourth chapter describes how in the second half of the 1930s the border zone 
was transformed into a “no man’s land” by deportations, resettlements, and the 
denunciation of treaties about trans-border relations concluded in 1920s. Deportations 
on ethnic bases in 1937–38 were supplemented by mass arrests and executions based 
on ethnic and social criteria, while the border zone became extended from 7.5 to 25 
kilometers.

The final chapter describes the moving of Soviet borders westward in 1939–1940, 
as the result of annexations of parts of the territories of Finland, Poland, and Romania. 
These events combined as the Soviet drive for revanche, their new concept of control 
of the outer spaces as security measures and the implementation of ethnic principles.

The book offers rich illustrative material and often rare archival photographs. 
Sabine Dullin has written a conceptually rich, highly-informative, and well-narrated 
book, which should become an important addition to the syllabi of many courses on 
Soviet and east European interwar history.

Alexey Miller
European University at St. Petersburg
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This book on Soviet resistant fighters (partisans) presents several remarkable assets. 
Not aiming to write a comprehensive history of the war waged by the Soviet partisans, 
it offers a global analysis of the extraordinary outbreak of violence generated by the 
collision between Russian society, Soviet culture, and Nazi occupation policies (20). The 
scale of violence was staggering: in the area affected by the war in the shadows, half a 
million combatants inflicted an equal number of deaths, although most victims of both 
sides were civilian. The book holds a steady line of comparing partisan behavior with, on 
the one hand, social and cultural practices of the prewar USSR and, on the other hand, 
norms and practices in the Red Army at the same time. Finally, it chooses a bottom-up 
approach, looking more at the original documents produced “in the forest” than at central 
orders written in Moscow and still kept there. Thus, the text abounds in quotations from 
diaries, reports from the field, and other rare and difficult sources. The paleographic 
challenges alone would have been monumental to exploit such compromised, difficult 
sources. Detailed examples punctuate the argument. The author does not neglect 
the global political and military framework, however: she exploited German wartime 
document holdings in Germany, Minsk, Moscow, and Kyiv, and the central fondy of the 
partisan movement in RGASPI (Moscow). But how Moscow understood and structured 
the partisan movement is not the point of the book; other historians studied this question 
and the author skillfully builds her own research question on their solid foundations. 
This choice enables the reader to dive into the universe of these peculiar fighters, both 
resilient to unspeakable living and fighting conditions and themselves brutal in the 
world they created far—but not completely cut off—from Moscow.

Nine chapters lead the journey through the partisans’ world. They are organized 
thematically. Chapter 1 underlines the importance of the 1941 military disaster, both 
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