
but I would expect to look for this under some generic heading such as postures of Buddha (and, indeed,
would rather see it under ‘Buddha, postures’). Again, this limits the usefulness of the book to a wider
audience. The index would also have been the most economical place to cross-reference between
Japanese/Korean/Chinese names of monks and to give dates for people and regimes, but these are
also lacking. They are given in the text but this is cumbersome and interrupts the narrative flow.
There are also several infelitious points of style that I would have hoped a copy-editor would have chan-
ged, such as the use of a.k.a, an abbreviation which I would normally associate with criminals or actors.
Also, why enclose inside inverted commas terms such as “internationalism” and “cosmopolitanism”?

These issues distract from the narrative and thus reduce the force and clarity of the author’s argu-
ments — while also making it less accessible to a general audience. I hope that at least some of them
can be addressed in a future edition. But, despite this, here is an important and interesting book with
much to tell us about how the many new ideas brought by pilgrim monks and others were adopted
and adapted in Buddhist art and architecture across east Asia.

SUSAN WHITFIELD

Royal Asiatic Society
stowhitfield@gmail.com

ANIMALS THROUGH CHINESE HISTORY. EARLIEST TIMES TO . Edited by ROEL STERCKX, MARTINA

SIEBERT, and DAGMAR SCHÄFER. pp. xii, . Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, .
doi:./S

Animals through Chinese History. Earliest Times to  consists of twelve chapters and offers a compre-
hensive picture of the knowledge and knowledge practices around animals in Chinese history. As the
editors state in the introduction, this volume aims to combine both material culture, especially arch-
aeological findings, and texts to use animals to think about natural change over the longue durée, as
well as to focus on the spiritual and physical roles of animals in society, the state and thought. For
me, it is exemplary in taking innovative approaches and offering sophisticated methodologies on
many fronts, by exploring and analyzing very rich primary sources, with the exception of visual mate-
rials, and it goes beyond conventional agricultural and environmental history. These innovations secure
its unique spot in any reading list on Chinese history.

This volume focuses on real animals, or non-human animals, and especially on those animals that
play the most important roles in human political, economic, and social life, such as pigs, cats, bees,
cows, and so forth. Given its emphasis on the knowledge and knowledge practices around real animals
in traditional China, it can be regarded as a preliminary volume to supplement Joseph Needham’s
monumental enterprise A History of Chinese Science and Technology, in which a volume on animals
from the perspective of the history of science and technology has never been published. However,
this volume pays less attention to the imagined animals in the spiritual and psychological experience
of humans in traditional China.

The twelve chapters in this volume are chronologically arranged, but none is limited to a specific
dynasty. Chapter One, by Adam Schwartz, analyzes the importance of animals to the sacrificial rites
for ancestors and natural powers in Shang China and argues that cattle, sheep, and pigs played a com-
plex role in the early development and transmission of Chinese ritual culture, scribal practice and social
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interaction by examining material culture, oracle bones, and associated texts from the Huayuan Zhu-
ang. Chapter Two, by Roel Sterckx, reveals that a sophisticated system was developed for livestock
management and professional specialists appeared for preparing animals for ritual purposes in ancient
China. These specialists were involved in breeding, selecting, decorating, killing, cutting, drowning,
burning, and offering animals following specific procedures. Chapter Three, by Keith Knapp, illustrates
that both animals and humans share the same filial piety as the heavenly endowment which blurs the
human-animal distinction by examining virtuous animals as moral exemplars in the Confucian stories
of filial piety, especially the Xiaozi Zhuan, from the first to sixth centuries, while connecting animal
filiality with knowledge of the medieval natural world. Knapp’s other significant contribution is his
findings of two differences between animals’ and humans’ filial piety, including the maternity and reci-
procity of animal filiality. I would add that Michael Nylan’s recent article “Humans as Animals and
things in Pre-Buddhist China” (Religions , , ) perfectly enhances Knapp’s discussion.

Chapters Four and Five focus on two particular animals: the cat and the bee. Chapter Four, by Tim-
othy H. Barrett and Mark Strange, provides a concise yet thorough history of cats through Chinese
history from ancient times to the twentieth century and addresses many crucial issues centered on
the practical and symbolic roles and functions of cats in the domestic, religious, cultural, and daily
lives of Chinese people. This chapter should be read together with Barrett’s two earlier articles on
cats in Chinese Buddhism. Chapter Five, by David Pattinson, traces the transformation of Chinese
knowledge about honeybees in texts over the centuries and argues that in early texts the taxonomies
were vague and the Chinese name for the bee, “feng”, was associated with violence, cruelty, and bad
luck. But in the early medieval period, Guo Pu transformed “feng” into a positive, and later in the
Song-Yuan periods, “feng” was granted Confucian values of duty, order, and ritual in literary texts.

Chapters Six and Seven concentrate on texts. Chapter Six, by Francesca Bray, analyzes the presence and
absence of farm animals by drawing upon four Chinese agricultural treatises from the sixth to the eight-
eenth century. The composition of these texts is produced by the entanglement of politics, morality, and
elite mores. For this reason, horses and sheep are recorded more prominently than cattle and pigs. Chapter
Seven, by Martina Siebert, ventures into the relation between the scholar and the animal by focusing on
“pulu” in the Song Dynasty, a popular scholarly genre in the form of treatise and list dealing with particular
animals and material objects. Siebert notes the division between “remote” animals, or the animals con-
structed from other texts and hearsay, and “close” animals, or those constructed from actual observations.

Chapters Nine and Eleven deal with the relations between the state and animals by focusing on the
care and management of animals. Chapter Nine, by Dagmar Schäfer and Han Yi, explores how the
literati thought about systems, function, infrastructure, organisation, and processes of farming, man-
aging, and knowing large livestock during the Song Dynasty, and it concludes that central state
power shaped the farming of cattle and horses and developed the veterinary sector. Trade, ritual,
and moral behaviours played their role in the process of caring for and managing animals. Chapter Ele-
ven, by Sare Aricanli, discusses the care and management of imperial horses from the linguistic and
institutional perspectives by focusing on Mongolian, Manchu, and Han Chinese vocabulary, and it
reveals the fluid boundaries between institutions, human and animal medicine, and practices in the
centre and the steppe in the Qing Dynasty.

Chapter Ten, by Vincent Goosaert, explores how late Qing elites wrote about caring for and killing
animals in morality books. He contextualises the early modern views of protecting life in which the
boundaries between animals and humans blurred and the protection of life has its social, political,
and economic foundations. Chapter Eight by Zheng Xinxian on Qianlong’s knowledge of animals
through classical learning; it suggests that animals played a crucial role in the political life of eighteen-
century China. The last chapter, by Mindi Schneider, examines the economic importance of the pork
industry by looking into its global-local and past-present dynamics in modern and contemporary Chin-
ese cultural and political contexts.
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Overall, this volume is a very welcome addition to the current scholarship on the animals or
human-animal relations in Chinese history, as well as to animal studies in general.

HUAIYU CHEN

Arizona State University
Huaiyu.Chen@asu.edu

TABLET WEAVING FROM ANATOLIA AND THE OTTOMAN COURT. By ȘERIFE ATLIHAN. translated by CAROL

LAMOTTE. (Istanbul, Marmara University Press No.). pp. , Istanbul, Marmara University Press, .
doi:./S

Until the mid-s, it was still possible to find nomadic women in Turkey, whether Yörük or Türkmen,
using square, camel-leather tablets, çarpana, to weaving narrow bands on a ground loom, as distinct from
the normal ground loom with heddle and beater-in. The bands themselves were widely used for swad-
dling babies (kundak bagı̆), garters (diz bagı̆), sack straps (çuval kulpu), sash ties (bel bagı̆), apron ties (önlük
bagı̆), and, for the trellis tent, stays for the roof wheel (çandı ipi). They incorporated lively and attractive
patterns. Like many traditional crafts, this skill was ignored, and even looked at askance, in the educational
system of the new, modernising Republic, and with the decline in nomadism it has now all but disap-
peared. Of the few who did pay it any attention, Kenan Özbel included it in his series of booklets on
handcrafts for the Halk Evleri,1 and Leonore Kosswig, whose fieldwork in the s was published,
with analyses, in scholarly articles;2 she later inspected the historic bands preserved at the Topkapı Sarayı.3

Șerife Atlıhan, a professor in the Faculty of Fine Arts of Marmara University, has taken up the chal-
lenge of documenting not only the designs, but the exact technique used in weaving these bands. Hav-
ing already trained in textile design and weaving, she began to learn to use tablets from a  year old
villager, Cennet Kara, in , who, she found, knew only two patterns. Realising the urgency of fur-
ther research, she acquired a method for recording the weaving process for specific designs from Șahin
Y.Yağan, and proceeded to collect material on field-trips in western Anatolia from  to . To
this she added information from regional and metropolitan museums in Turkey, as well as the Ottoman
collection in Dresden. Born in a village in Muğla province, she was well able to empathise with rural
weavers, and the result of their trust is evident here.

After defining her terms, she sets out to give an historical resumé of the technique from ca. BCE in
Iran, and of its distribution throughout the world from Japan to Iceland, giving the necessary references,
and recognising the fundamental work done by Peter Collingwood,4 besides later collectors such as Ger-
hard Foitl and Fred Mushkat. She then explains the simple range of equipment required, and the basic
principles of tablet weaving, before setting out the method of the pattern draft which she thereafter
uses for recording the successive steps in weaving a given pattern. The next sixty pages are then devoted
to the range of motifs she learned in Anatolia, including single- and double-faced weaving, switching

1Kenan Özbel, El Sanataları X, Kusa̧klar ve Kolanlar, C. H. P. Halkevleri Bürosu, Kılavuz Kitaplar I: xx, , II
Kanun . He donated his valuable collection to the Alay Kösķ in Istanbul.

2Leonore Kosswig, “Über Brettchenweberei ins Besondere in Anatolien“, pp. – in Baessler-Archiv, n.F.
Bd. XV, Heft , (Berlin, ).

3“Çarpanacılık ve Iṡtanbul Topkapı Saray Müzesinde bulunan çarpana dokumaları“, in Türk Etnografya Dergisi
XII, (Ankara, ), pp. –.

4Peter Collingwood, The Techniques of Tablet Weaving, (London, ).
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