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Meyer Fortes to Latour, and from Mauss to Althusser, adding Renan as a fin-
ishing touch, but he makes these fireworks relevant by putting them in direct
relation with everyday events. The only note of regret I have is that all of
this theoretical richness seems to restrict the space for McGovern’s ethnogra-
phy. His talents as ethnographer stand out clearly, for instance from the vivid
way in which he explains the intricacies of Loma rice cultivation by a short
story of how he joined two brothers in laying out their fields. His ethnography
of how people remembered demystification—their masks exposed, their
daughters trained as dancers for the Ballets Afiicains or raped by officials—
is tantalizing, but also very, very short.

However, these are choices one has to make, and anthropology all over the
world seems to be set inexorably on the road toward ever more theory at the
expense of ethnography. Seen in this light, one can only be happy that at
least this author has taken such pains to constantly anchor his audacious explo-
rations in what happened in the everyday. This makes Unmasking the State a
truly seminal book, notably because of the way the author uses a series of un-
settling events to open up new perspectives on the postcolonial state, which
remains as capricious as ever.

Peter Geschiere, University of Amsterdam
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Richard Allen’s book represents what may be the first attempt to fully grapple
with the scale of and connections between diverse imperial slave trading opera-
tions in the Indian Ocean during the peak of the European capture and sale of Af-
ricans. In breadth and accomplishment, this book reminds me of Philip Curtin’s
1969 The Atlantic Slave Trade, but the comparison has limits since, to Allen, Eu-
ropean slaving operations in the Indian Ocean were unlike those in the Atlantic.
More similar is Paul Lovejoy’s Transformations in Slavery, insofar as Allen doc-
uments the shifting economic, political, and social contexts on all sides of the
Indian Ocean and in Europe, chapter-by-chapter and empire-by-empire, and he
also examines transformations in enslavement practices and modalities.

Allen seems less interested in bequeathing a Curtinesque magnum opus
than in pulling together conflicting or overlapping themes and historiographical
issues in Indian Ocean studies that he considers can be better ordered. He seeks
to draw attention to the Indian Ocean as an important site for European inno-
vation in government-sponsored and private slaving activities. Central to this
is his focus on the “internal” Indian trade rather than the external or Atlantic
trade of Indian Ocean origin. He shows how local South Asian economic dy-
namics shaped the trade in powerful ways that often eclipsed European
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agendas. Just as Europeans in nascent colonial outposts struggled to navigate
shifting local labor demands, and remained hostage to their own prejudices
and biases, historians of European Asian empires have too often overlooked
or downplayed the coerced nature of the laboring force within those empires’
spheres of influence.

Allen estimates that the Indian Ocean trade that was “directly” tied to Eu-
ropeans constituted about 10 percent of the volume of the Atlantic trade during
early modernity (24). This is an important statistic, but for a number of reasons
it may prove problematic. For one thing, slave trading in the Indian Ocean has a
more complex history than in the Atlantic, and reaches farther back into the
past. In fact, as Allen seeks to elevate the significance of the “internal”
Indian Ocean trade to counterbalance historical over-attention to coerced
labor exiting the market westward, his European periodization may undercut
the significance of pre-European trading cycles and practices, and thus skew
understanding of later imperial developments.

The paucity of documentary evidence about the idiosyncratic routes and
highly speculative trading within the Indian Ocean has long befuddled scholars.
Consequently, the history of European trade in this oceanic sphere has been
fragmented and unbalanced. Allen’s goal is primarily foundational, to establish
a base for the future research. While various versions of some of the chapters
have been published over several years in different venues, here they are com-
plemented with richer data and brought into conversation. European Slave
Trading in the Indian Ocean may well become the go-to source to comprehend
the grand contours of the Indian Ocean trade. Future research will hopefully
include greater attention to the Portuguese (and possibly Spanish) dimensions
of trading in the region, since the Portuguese were the first and likely the last to
purchase and transport African slaves in and out of the Indian Ocean area.

Benjamin N. Lawrance, Rochester Institute of Technology

Ilana Feldman, Police Encounters: Security and Surveillance in Gaza under
Egyptian Rule. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2015.
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Ilana Feldman has a keen eye for extracting the fabric of everyday relations
from seemingly dry bureaucratic documents. Her first, 2008 book on Gaza
offered a rare view of life under British (1917-1947) and then Egyptian
(1948-1967) rule, employing the insightful concept of “tactical government”
(i.e., only short-term governmental commitments) as a framework for analyz-
ing relations between a population and its quasi-legitimate rulers. I began the
present book expecting it would be guided by that same notion. After all, the
modus operandi of police everywhere is a sort of tactical mode of government,
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