
frequently mix with other Muslims – an experience that calls attention to socio-
economic inequalities. Yahaya Hashim and Judith-Ann Walker discuss non-
Hausa, non-Fulani Muslims in Kano. They demonstrate that ethnic cleavages
expose some Muslims to violence from their coreligionists. These chapters indi-
cate how attention to marginalised Muslims can reveal broader issues of power.

With the publication of this volume and the collection edited by Pérouse de
Montclos, the study of Northern Nigerian Islam generally and Boko Haram spe-
cifically has reached a certain level of maturity. What this sub-field needs now is
a new wave of studies that examine new sources and figures. This volume points
the way but also exposes how much remains unknown. For example, there is
need for profiles of new generations, such as Shaykh Nasiru Kabara’s son and
successor Qaribullah, or Shaykh Abubakar Gumi’s son Ahmad. Studies of nor-
thern Nigeria often continue to feature the same cast of characters that have
been well known to researchers since the s; there is a need to update it,
and not just by incorporating Muhammad Yusuf and Abubakar Shekau.

The sub-field should also reflect on its obsession with Boko Haram. There is
danger now that just as Boko Haram has curtailed the possibilities for research in
a logistical sense, it is also narrowing researchers’ intellectual scope. Going
forward, unless scholars have something genuinely new to say about Boko Haram,
based on new sources, they should consider other themes that can be researched.

N O T E

. For more of her work on this topic, see her chapter in BokoHaram: Islamism, Politics, Security and
the State in Nigeria.
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That Abdullahi Galab is not very fond of Hasan al-Turabi, nor of the current
regime in Khartoum, will not come as a surprise to anyone who studies Sudan.
The book under review does not add very much to his previous publications,
which have offered a powerful denunciation of the opportunism and theological
vacuity of the Islamism expounded by Turabi, the self-avowed ‘Shaikh’ of
Sudan’s Islamic movement. That earlier work focused on what Gallab has
called the ‘First Republic’ of the Islamists – the period from the coup of 
which (in effect) brought the National Islamic Front to power, through to the
internal putsch of  in which Umar al-Bashir ejected Turabi from the
regime. The key ideas which Gallab has developed in that work are rehearsed
here, at considerable length and in a style which is both repetitive and colourful,
and amply conveys the author’s disdain for the ‘lust’ and ‘wilding’ of the
Islamists. Those ideas include the argument that Sudan’s Islamists are rooted
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in a ‘community of the state’, created by public education and self-consciously
sure of its own modernity and right to power; and the description of the
Sudanese Islamist movement as a ‘corporation’ whose members had begun to
busy themselves with personal accumulation even before they came to power.
There is some development of the analysis here, though the book is less
focused on the ‘Second Republic’ (the period since ) than the title
would suggest. Gallab accuses the Islamists of causing the break-up of the
former Sudan and the secession of the South, and ‘Ali ‘Uthman Taha (a man
for whom someWestern diplomats have a surprising degree of admiration) is dis-
cussed at length here as the ambitious traitor in the movement, whose resistible
rise to power was made possible both by the consistent intellectual inconsistency
of Turabi and by ‘Ali ‘Uthman’s deft exploitation of the Shaikh’s repeated spells
of incarceration. There is also some interesting discussion of the bitter inter-
necine conflicts which have involved both Sudanese and international jihadists.
These confound the casual conflation of ‘Salafism’, Islamism and violent jihad
which has become the lazy stock-in trade of the counter-terrorism literature.

But only the most determined readers will finish this book, which is densely
written and not infrequently elliptical in style. The florid prose can be memor-
able, as with the description of Ghazi Salah al Din as ‘the Shakespearean Hamlet
of the regime … whose loyalty to Islamism made him angry at Claudius who
killed Islamism and got married to its state’. Sometimes it catches well the
biting tone of Sudanese political discourse, as with the comment that al-
Bashir ‘has nothing more to give to the Sudanese people except for asking
them to be grateful because during his time in power he brought them the
hot dog’. Yet author’s precise meaning can occasionally be hard to discern
beneath the grand piling of words and some apparently haphazard editing,
though the overall argument is clear enough: the failure of Islamism in the
Sudan, while particular, also reveals the contradictions and impossibility of
the Islamist project internationally. Gallab evokes the prospect of a
‘Sudanese’ liberation, driven by a popular will, which brings down the
current regime. A sceptical observer might note that this vision is rooted in a
romantic nationalist notion of enduring ‘Sudanese’ identity (apparently embra-
cing the whole of the former Sudan) which is ahistorical and which – more im-
portantly – seems to have little emotive power beyond the very community of
the state of which the author is so critical. Islamism in Sudan may, as Gallab
argues, have disintegrated, and its messages may be contradictory. But one sus-
pects that it is some way yet from the oblivion which he forecasts.
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Canadian scholar Erin C. MacLeod has written a thorough interdisciplinary ana-
lysis of Rastafari, the colourful, if very small in number, group of ferengis, mostly
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