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Antje Schnoor, Santa desobediencia. Jesuitas entre democracia y dictadura en Chile,
1962-1983. Santiago: Ediciones Universidad Aberto Hurtado, 2019. (Origi-
nally published in German, 2016.) Photographs, figures, tables, bibliography,
glossary, chronology, 550 pp.; paperback.

This is an important book. The author examines the evolving role of the Jesuit order
in religion, society, and politics in a critical period for democracy and dictatorship
in Chile. Antje Schnoor rejects approaches (common in work with a rational choice
focus) that treat the Catholic Church as a monolithic entity. Instead, she is sensitive
to the reality of a heterogeneous institution where multiple groups (bishops, reli-
gious orders like the Jesuits, social movements, schools, publications, and the like)
compete for voice and space in the public sphere.

Because the Catholic Church is, by definition, a transnational organization,
debates and decisions are best understood in a multilevel context. Schnoor does this
deftly, with a rich account of relations in the church in which Vatican officials, bish-
ops, religious orders, church diplomats, and numerous civil society groups regularly
maneuver and negotiate for position. In the case of Chile, this complex reality
played out in the context of a political situation with dramatic shifts from democ-
racy to dictatorship.

The empirical focus is on institutional history, but this book goes far beyond
the lifeless narratives focused on recitation of laws and documents that were so
common in traditional scholarship on Catholicism. The author’s account of institu-
tional change rests on a wealth of archival and documentary data, reinforced by a
judicious use of interviews. All this is disciplined by reflections on the central theo-
retical questions of authority, obedience, and commitment.

Obedience is a central precept for Jesuits, who, in addition to normal clerical
vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, make a special vow of obedience to the
pope. So how did Chilean Jesuits redefine the meaning of obedience to legitimate
opposition to civil and religious leaders? The answer lies in theological and ideolog-
ical shifts that underscored the centrality of obedience to a higher law, a law that
takes action in pursuit of justice as a sign of authentic faith. These changes under-
girded Jesuit commitment to an activist role in support of social and political justice,
often in open conflict with political and ecclesiastical authority. This led to forth-
right and sometimes risky stances on issues ranging from poverty and agrarian
reform to human rights, opposition to torture, and well-known cases of shielding
people sought by the secret police in the early days of the Pinochet regime.

It is important to be clear. At issue in these experiences is not a choice between
religion or politics; the two are linked in a faith-based commitment. The key change
is the conviction that faith is best expressed in actions that promote justice. Schnoor
cites Ignacio Ellacuria, S.J. (assassinated along with five other Jesuits, their house-
keeper, and her daughter in November 1989 in El Salvador). Ellacuria wrote,

To deny that justice is an essential part of faith does not diminish or undermine
the meaning of justice, but rather it diminishes and undermines the meaning of
faith. A faith that can remain such without sanctifying grace, without love and
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without justice, cannot claim priority in Christianity. (Si se niega que la justicia es
parte esencial de la fé, no se ha disminuido o despreciado lo que es la justicia sino que
se ha disminuido y despreciado lo que es la fé. Una fé que puede seguir siendo fé sin
gracia santificante, sin amor y sin justicia, no puede ser lo que tenga la maxima priori-
dad en el cristianismo. (Cited p. 140)

The Rev. Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. said something similar in his famous
“Letter from a Birmingham Jail.” When called an outside agitator and questioned
about why he was in Birmingham, King responded firmly that he was called by a
higher law to oppose injustice wherever it was. In this light, true grace carries costs
and is fulfilled in justice.

For many in both the church and the political world, a central question is how
far such commitments go, and in what form. If advocating ideas and promoting
social movements is acceptable for clerics, is it also legitimate for them to run for
public office, to shield fugitives, to smuggle people into exile, or even to take up arms
against an oppressive regime? All these options have been present in modern Latin
American experience. Schnoor lays out the often agonized debates within the Jesuit
order in search of a convincing dividing line. Late in the Allende period, she notes,

Still open was the question of where to draw the line between political action and
party-political action, and whether or not any specific situation might require the
latter. (Abierta quedaba, pues, la pregunta de dénde trazar la frontera entre accion
politica y accion politica-partidista y también si una situacion concreta no exigia tal vez
ésta niltima.) (97; both translations by the reviewer.)

The process Schnoor details for Chile, in which ideas and actions, faith and pol-
itics evolve and change together, emerged simultaneously with liberation theology
and drew inspiration from figures like Dr. King and more generally from the civil
rights movement in the United States, which, of course, was empowered by the
African American churches. It has since echoed through religious commitments to
freedom, peace, and human rights, along with postviolence reconciliation in cases as
diverse as El Salvador and East Germany, South Africa and Peru, to cite only a few.

Of course, not all elements in the church agreed with this position. Chile was
deeply divided, and the church was no exception. The author pays careful attention
to conservative voices within the church that supported the Pinochet regime She
examines how they maneuvered nationally and with the Vatican to advance their
agenda. She also provides fascinating detail on the military clergy (clero castrense),
who provided an important element of the conservative position. This group has not
been studied much, but it has had great influence, not only in Chile but also (and
even more so) in Argentina during the last military regime.

Schnoor also sheds light on the central role played in Chile by foreign clergy,
including controversial figures like Belgian sociologist Roger Vekemans, S.J. Veke-
mans was a close adviser to Eduardo Frei and played a notable role in elaborating
the reform program of the Christian Democratic Party as it rose to power. Veke-
mans rejected the more radical turn later taken by many Jesuits and others (visible
in the formation of the Christians for Socialism movement) and their participation
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in the Allende government and in more radical parties like the MIR (Movimiento
de Izquierda Revolucionaria). From Chile he moved to Colombia, where he estab-
lished a think tank whose publication, Revista Tierra Nueva, became a leading voice
in opposition to left-leaning movements in the church and to what he viewed as
“undue politicization” of religion.

The combination of rich and varied empirical data with a consistent focus on
core theoretical issues makes this, without a doubt, the best book on religion, soci-
ety, and politics in Chile since Brian Smith’s Church and Politics in Chile: Challenges
to Modern Catholicism (1982), or more recently, Pamela Lowden’s Moral Opposition
to Authoritarian Rule in Chile, 1973—90 (1996). Schnoor’s focus on authority, obe-
dience, and commitment in an institutional context and her detailed account of
how these played out in the deeply conflicted arena of Chilean politics make this
book a powerful contribution to understanding the dynamics and trajectory of reli-
gion and politics thoughout Latin America in the late twentieth century and
beyond.

Daniel H. Levine
University of Michigan

Alexander Fattal, Guerrilla Marketing: Counterinsurgency and Capitalism in Colom-
bia. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2018. Photographs, bibliography,
index, 304 pp.; hardcover $82.50, paperback $27.50, ebook.

Alex Fattal addresses an intriguing question: how, in the midst of a counterinsur-
gency war, a government can encourage defection and “flip” enemies into inform-
ants in order to better target and demoralize an armed group. In Colombia between
2004 and 2016, a “brand of warfare partnership” was established between the
Defense Ministry’s special Program for Humanitarian Attention to the Demobilized
(PAHD) and the British public relations conglomerate Lowe/SSP3 to develop a
“humanitarian counterinsurgency . . . to fragment guerrilla units by fomenting
desertion through appeals to an individual’s desires.” Brand value was “predicated
on the cultivation of trust, loyalty, even love” (8). Guerrilla marketing, Fattal
explains, is a type of “productive persuasion” to make it appear as though the mili-
tary is winning the war (15), declaring a “demobilized,” “postconflict” status years
before peace talks had begun anew between the government and the FARC guerrilla
in 2012. According to Fattal, “There is little ethnographic work on the formative
stages of the process, when the military is cross-examining former combatants and
plying them for information,” and he sets out, by interviewing the demobilized, mil-
itary officers, and hired publicists, to provide details on how these programs oper-
ated and the consequences for the demobilized (23, 29).

PAHD, within which the Regional Military Intelligence Unit (RIME) oper-
ated, complemented the military’s assaults in two ways. Through campaigns of “tar-
geted persuasion” and an “attack of the heart” (83), FARC fighters were interro-
gated and “demobilized”; this information would then be fed back to the brigades
for more effective offensives “which in turn would prompt more demobilizations”
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