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surprise that the Mau Mau rebellion figures very centrally in Ocobock’s study of the late-
colonial period. Nonetheless, the chapter devoted to Mau Mau’s youthful sources and
intensity, as well as the following one examining the pedagogical reform strategies and
institutions that grew directly from the counterinsurgency, make for fascinating reading,
at once illuminating and troubling. With the exceptionally perceptive, multi-layered
study, coupled with photographs of the design, intentions, and social-educational regimens
of the Youth Camp built at the remote site of Wamumu — a new institution through which
British officials sought to create a cohort of Kenyan youth whose upright character and
professional skills would spell the eternal defeat of Mau Mau — Ocobock’s impressive
work reaches its dramatic climax.

The final chapters examine the ongoing potency of the elder state — both as disciplinary-
developmentalist ideal and an ensemble of political-pedagogical practices — across the
post-independence regime of Jomo Kenyatta and even into the present century.
Ocobock’s passion for Kenyan studies is evident across every page of An Uncertain Age.
That being said, his succinct, illuminating comparative engagements with new imaginings
and attempted reconstructions of youth as they unfolded elsewhere — in twentieth-century
England and other metropolitan nations and peripheries of empire — make the importance
of the book resonate clearly beyond East African Studies.

JAY STRAKER
Colorado School of Mines
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In his new book, Graham Dominy suggests that in the current South African atmos-
phere, history has become as racially divided as South African society was under segre-
gation and apartheid, with ‘white’ history being largely seen as irrelevant to the black
population, and vice versa. The readjustment of entrenched ideas about a racialized
past is a large task for a book about a small fort, but Dominy succeeds in writing a
local history of the racial and cultural interactions of what was the earliest British imper-
ial fort in Natal Colony.

The various regiments stationed at Fort Napier from its founding in 1842—3 until it was
decommissioned in the early 1920s, established a constant British military presence on a
sometimes unstable frontier with Zulu and Afrikaners. The regiments also served as a
tie between English settlers and the home country, and helped reinforce the idea of the
British Empire. The book is not concerned with the history of battles or of conquest.
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Instead, Dominy investigates the different social and cultural influences that the regiments
stationed at the fort exerted on Natal society. Dominy’s central story is that the regiments
at the fort both reflected and contributed to the character of the multicultural society that
emerged in the region.

Napier Fort was founded for military purposes. The British had ousted the short-lived
Voortrekker Republic of Natalia, in order to prevent continued waves of African refugees
crossing the border into the Cape Colony and roiling British settlers and African commu-
nities there. Initially, British control was far from absolute: the Zulu Kingdom was still alive
and well, and other African chiefs maintained their autonomy too. Additionally, many of the
Voortrekker settlers remained and frequently challenged British control. The Fort was not
originally intended as a permanent outpost, the garrison stationed there was considered tem-
porary right up until its disbandment in the first year of the First World War.

The fort was located just outside of the small white settlement of Pietermaritzburg, and
its principal task was to show the imperial flag. This element of performance by a relatively
small group of British imperial soldiers was a component of what Dominy describes as
‘parades’ and ‘panics’ (Chapter Five). In the era before the defeat of the Zulu state in
1881, the Napier regiment was occasionally paraded in front of visiting Zulu dignitaries
as a way of impressing them with British military power and of calming local white settlers’
panics about living in a region overwhelmingly populated by Africans who remained out-
side of British colonial control. Militarily, the garrison also waged punitive expeditions
against individual Africans who were thought to be insufficiently compliant with local
white authorities. But although regiments stationed at the Fort participated in all the
major conflicts in the region — from engagements with the Zulu through the tensions
surrounding the First World War — they never played a decisive role in them, in terms
of military might.

The major themes that Dominy explores more deeply are in the realm of social history.
The most important question he takes up is the contribution of military mores to the con-
struction of masculinity in local white society. He notes the divide between upper-class
British officers and the sometimes unruly and often drunk — at least in their spare
time — enlisted men. Officers, with their polite manners and sporting habits, were fre-
quently honored guests in local social circles and occasionally married into local white set-
tler society. Settlers were desperate to keep up with the newest cosmopolitan British trends
and saw these officers as emissaries of Victorian civilization. The presence of the military,
Dominy argues, helped to construct ideas of Victorian masculinity and culture, complete
with operetta performances, polo matches, and rigid gender norms.

The book is somewhat less successful in exploring the relationships between the regi-
ments and the local African population. There is a long section on the employment of
African laborers by the garrison, and Dominy touches on the development of new gender
roles for Africans emerging from their contacts with the regiments. Some Africans became
soldiers in the ‘Native levies’, while others worked as day-laborers maintaining the fort or
tending the garrison’s horses and cattle. Dominy also briefly notes the garrison’s impact on
some of the ritual and dress associated with Isaiah Shembe’s church, the Church of
Nazareth, and on the Zulu royal family. The book’s discussion of these influences is intri-
guing, but these topics are treated suggestively, not fully explored.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50021853719000136 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021853719000136

JOURNAL OF AFRICAN HISTORY VOL. 60, NO. I | 135

Overall, the effect of the book is that of a kaleidoscope. Dominy shows a command of a
number of different historical literatures: he traces the similarities between Fort Napier and
other far-flung military outposts of the British Empire in Halifax and Gibraltar; he demon-
strates the impact on the composition of the regiments of Irish political violence over Home
Rule; and he discusses at length issues of discipline in the British military and changing
ideas of punishment. The engagement with this broad range of topics makes for an inter-
esting read, but it dilutes the central story of the social ramifications of Fort Napier as an
imperial outpost.

SEAN REDDING
Amberst College
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Ralph Callebert has written a concise, thoughtful, and well-argued monograph that
demands the attention of all historians of Africa. He examines Durban dockworkers, or
dockers, after the Second World War to explain how their allegedly simple lives, in fact,
intersected with many different worlds. That is, the day-to-day lives of these workers
were complicated and interesting, and they defy easy stereotypes. Although he never
invokes the term, Callebert could be writing about ‘sonder’, the concept that every random
person one encounters is living a life as vivid and complex as one’s own. In its approach
and focus, Callebert’s book thus puts in dialogue African social history and global labor
history.

In the mid-1800s, colonists in Britain’s outpost on southern Africa’s Indian Ocean coast
started employing local men to unload and load ships. Shipping was, and remains, the
city’s central industry. In this back-breaking and dangerous work toiled thousands of
men, nearly all of whom were Zulu, along with some Pondos and members of other
African ethnicities. Historically, dockers were hired ‘casually’, referred to as togt in
Dutch; Durban’s dockworkers and their history of casual labor has much to contribute
to contemporary conversations about precarity.

Thanks to the writings of activist-scholar David Hemson, students of South African his-
tory know Durban’s dockers possess a long and important history of labor militancy —
including during the 1940s and 19508, a period that Callebert examines. Hemson
contended that Zulu dockers, all originally rural dwellers, were among Durban’s first
black urban proletarians. While not denying their activism, Callebert convincingly argues
that they also remained committed to their rural identities.
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