
Divided will no doubt be read in light of these dramatic developments. Understand-
ably, some of its predictions were incorrect: certainties, such as the PT and PSDB’s 
dominance of presidential elections and enduring governance by programmatic par-
ties, have been upended. The country’s achievements in addressing climate change, 
transitional justice, impunity, poverty, and inequality are now thrown into doubt. 
The book does, however, analyze some of the forces underlying the current turmoil. 
Conflicting class mobilizations and ideological polarization seem likely to deepen. 
Corruption will remain a central theme, as will the overlooked issue of police 
impunity. For many, Brazil’s worst-case scenario has come true. We can hope that 
Kingstone and Power will have good reasons to challenge this bleak diagnosis in 
their next volume. 

Eliza Willis 
Grinnell College 
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When U.S. students are taught the history of slavery, they are often schooled in one 
very limited, albeit important, time of enslavement. A comprehensive narrative of 
slavery however, does not begin or end with the United States. In Freedom’s Mirror, 
readers learn about the history of slavery and resistance in Haiti and its subsequent 
effects on Cuba and ultimately the rest of the world. Whereas historians have 
analyzed slavery through a national lens, Ada Ferrer chronicles the stories of Haiti 
and Cuba with a transnational perspective, demonstrating that the histories of these 
two nations are intrinsically linked and stressing the power of black freedom in an 
antiblack world. 
       In the opening chapters, Ferrer chronicles the transformation of Cuba from a 
society with slaves to a slave society in the last decades of the eighteenth century. The 
British occupation of Havana in 1762 laid the groundwork for economic and social 
transformation within Cuba’s borders. In only ten months, Ferrer estimates, British 
traders brought close to four thousand Africans to Havana, a number that is striking 
considering that only about eight thousand had entered in the twenty-year period 
immediately before occupation (18–19). While the period of British occupation was 
short-lived, the economic gains substantiated the already significant calls coming 
from the local elite pushing for slave trade reform. Although Haiti had once held a 
monopoly on sugar production, recent uprisings had resulted in a “sugar-shaped 
hole” in the world market. Aided by the Haitian Revolution, Cuban planters looked 
to fill this gap in production and increase their own profits.  
       These first chapters provide key insight into the minds of Cuban planters and 
policymakers, who yearned to grow the sugar plantation economy through mass 
enslavement long before the Haitian Revolution. Through the use of census data 
and material from national archives, Ferrer negates any presuppositions that the 
Haitian Revolution inadvertently led to the growth of mass chattel slavery in Cuba, 
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while also demonstrating how the Haitian Revolution helped to accelerate Cuba’s 
preceding plans to take over the sugar empire. Through her summary, readers then 
follow Cuban elites through the process of negotiating the thin line between 
becoming the new Haiti, a country dependent on slave labor for economic success, 
and suffering the consequences of Haiti and finding themselves the “victims” of 
their own slave uprising. With the growth of the Cuban economy, however, came 
the arrival of ships trading merchandise and information about current events in the 
neighboring land of Haiti. The news of black liberation would become impossible 
to contain and would eventually circulate back to Cuban slaves, providing a tangible 
example of resistance. 
       Chapters 3 and 4 focus on the war between France and Spain and serve to 
demonstrate how the Haitian Revolution pushed for new and different recognition 
of blacks as political subjects. Black rebels faced potential reenslavement by the 
French and strategically aligned themselves with Spanish forces in 1793 in the 
struggle along the border of French Saint-Domingue and Spanish Santo Domingo. 
Additionally, Spain redirected many troops to the frontier border, most of whom 
came from Cuba. In Cuba, blacks were witnessing the entrenchment of a system 
that profited from their bondage, but in Saint-Domingue, these same men found 
themselves in a land where slavery was already being destroyed. “The alliance 
between these Cuban soldiers and rebel slaves was not just an encounter between 
two worlds, but also between the very making and unmaking of slavery” (84).  
       Spanish and nonblack Cuban soldiers found their very ethics questioned as they 
fought alongside black auxiliary forces, intermingling at banquets and battles. Black 
insurgents, meanwhile, used these new relationships to obtain food, clothing, arms, 
and other supplies as they silently recognized their power over white commanders, 
who both depended on and feared the auxiliaries. As the war continued, the French 
ultimately recognized the strength of auxiliary allies and, through written 
proclamation, announced the abolition of slavery in 1793 in Saint-Domingue. With 
both Spain and France looking to secure black forces as their loyal allies, rebels now 
held the upper hand, and black freedom was transformed from something that 
once had seemed ontologically impossible to a tangible reality, thanks to Haitian 
revolutionaries. 
       The following chapters demonstrate how France later waged economic and 
intellectual war on Haiti by refusing to acknowledge its revolution and threatening 
to undo its progress. France routinely targeted Haitians’ ability to engage in trade 
by relying on Spanish ports in Cuba, going so far as to license privateers to capture 
U.S. vessels traveling to or from Haiti for the sole purpose of palpably tormenting 
those who were willing to trade with “brigands,” and authorizing civilian and 
military personnel to target and capture Haitian children on Haitian soil (200–204). 
Furthermore, European governments routinely turned to racism in order to devalue 
and depoliticize the Haitian Revolution, arguing that Africans were savage by nature 
and that their insurgency was the result of a genetic inferiority, not a reaction to the 
endless violence they experienced as slaves. These chapters demonstrate the threat 
that black freedom posed, for although early Haitian leaders overwhelmingly 
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operated within the capitalist system and avoided antislavery as a global perspective, 
French, Spanish, British, and U.S. forces routinely felt that black freedom meant 
that white freedom was constantly in danger. This sentiment is echoed in the 
alliance between France and Spain, two once-opposing forces that united under the 
name of whiteness and European interests. 
       In the final chapters, Ferrer addresses the opportunities that the Haitian 
Constitution of 1816 created for blacks enslaved globally, a fact that historical 
records have overwhelmingly overlooked. By extending the physical reach of 
Haitian free soil policies into the Caribbean and Atlantic seas, human cargo 
captured by Haitian or allied forces would be immediately liberated, without 
payment or apologies to any white planter. “In Haiti, the space of citizenship—
made available to nonwhite and enslaved foreigners—was expressly international, 
even diasporic” (334).  
       Here Ferrer questions the lack of attention paid to a postindependent, 
antislavery Haiti, noting the availability of records citing the Somerset case, which 
established England as free soil in 1772, in online British archives, and the lack of 
any comparable documentation established for Haiti’s admiralty courts. Ferrer 
offers one possible explanation for this glaring omission: “the outcome of that 
struggle is taken as a foregone conclusion” (335), as both England and the United 
States had already committed to abolishing slavery in 1807–8. Ferrer is right to 
contest the validity of this argument, however, because the Haitian Revolution was 
an inescapable push toward intercontinental antislavery, serving as a specter that 
haunted whites and simultaneously providing a clear, recognizable image of 
liberation to black slaves.  
       In Freedom’s Mirror, Ferrer pieces together her narrative from various archives, 
searching through accounts of Haiti, Cuba, Spain, France, and the United States, 
connecting different histories in an attempt to paint a full picture of events and key 
individuals. By analyzing government archives and newspapers from the time, 
Ferrer manages to dig out the truth, instead of relying on oppressive propaganda 
aimed at vilifying slave revolutionaries as natural architects of violence. Since much 
of the true history has been lost to time, Ferrer also offers varied interpretations of 
testimonies and questions the legitimacy of hyperbolized accounts of violence. 
Furthermore, she analyzes gaps in the history and questions the lack of press 
coverage of certain events. Her careful attention to detail has crafted chapters that 
weave together a story of white barbarity against a black resistance that refused to be 
anything but free.  
       Unfortunately, because black voices were rarely written down for posterity, 
many of the narratives found in these chapters still place a heavy emphasis on the 
thoughts and actions of white men. We may never know what most of the former 
slaves felt and thought during times of rebellion and eventual freedom, though we 
do have access to the innermost thoughts of their white counterparts. Fortunately, 
Ferrer manages to use white hegemony against itself, using their own narratives as 
proof of the racism, violence, and hatred to which blacks were subjected. In 
Freedom’s Mirror, Ferrer reflects white history back on itself, forcing readers to take 

BOOK REVIEWS 177

https://doi.org/10.1017/lap.2018.68 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/lap.2018.68


a second look at the image of freedom placed before them by those who designed 
the status quo and to question everything that they think to be true.  
 

Guadalupe Arellanes Castro 
California State University, Los Angeles 
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Unfinished, betrayed, persistent—beyond adjectives, the Mexican Revolution of 
1910 continues to define the contours of Mexican political culture, casting its long 
shadow into the twenty-first century. In this book, historian Randal Sheppard takes 
on Mexican revolutionary nationalism as perhaps the most steadfast and contentious 
of the revolution’s legacies. He duly scrutinizes the uses and transmutations of rev-
olutionary nationalist mythology, the roots of its popular legitimacy, and its role in 
statebuilding. Instead of treating it as an uncontested state ideology or a mere instru-
ment to neutralize dissent, Sheppard stresses its power as a discursive repertoire that 
allowed nonstate actors to articulate their discontent with the regime.  
       Though keen on appealing to national unity and the historical struggles of the 
Mexican people, the postrevolutionary state could not overcome its own limitations 
in addressing inequality and citizens’ demands for democratization. This accentu-
ated the cracks in the system of corporatist representation and clientelistic mobiliza-
tion built by the Institutionalized Revolutionary Party (PRI). Revolutionary nation-
alism was thus a source of both strength and weakness for the PRI, enabling 
challengers from left and right, from within and outside the party, to contest the 
regime in its own terms, setting the parameters of, and giving legibility to, the rela-
tionship between state and society. 
       Sheppard’s examination of nationalist-revolutionary myths, symbols, monu-
ments, and rituals of commemoration puts a much-appreciated emphasis on the 
period of neoliberal reform and democratic alternation (1982–2000). This is com-
plemented by six narrative “snapshots” that help the reader situate the use of nation-
alist mythology in key moments, such as the 1982 nationalization of banks, the 
Zapatista uprising of 1994, and the 2010 celebrations of the bicentennial of inde-
pendence and the centennial of the revolution. Following a useful examination of 
the “epic” view of history that became a source of regime legitimacy, chapters 2 to 
4 develop the core of the argument about nationalist commemoration as a practice 
of contestation in the long aftermath of the violent repression of the 1968 student 
movement.  
       By extending the “weak hegemony” approach to his analysis of the uneven 
process of democratization and the implementation of neoliberal reforms after 
1982, Sheppard aptly demonstrates how the new technocratic cadres of the PRI 
refashioned the founding myths of revolutionary nationalism to reconcile them with 
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