
generated by the course of the Via Flaminia and articulated by the imperial monuments of the
northern Campus Martius, especially the Ara Pacis and the Antonine columns and ustrina. In
addition to the Via Flaminia, other roads, especially the Via Recta and what is here identied
(with Coarelli) as the Via Triumphalis, helped to demarcate these grids. Even more important was
the emergence of what A. calls ‘axis-systems’ (g. 110, p. 191), dened by porticoes, uniform
façades and the spread of ‘arcade-architecture’. Key examples include the porticoes fronting the
Circus Flaminius; the north–south axis created by the line running from the Stadium of Domitian
to the Odeum of Domitian and Pompey’s Theatre; and the east–west axis separating the central
from the northern Campus Martius, initially delineated by the Aqua Virgo, Saepta Julia,
Pantheon, and Stagnum of Agrippa and later by the Hadrianeum, the Temple of Matidia, the
Baths of Nero and the Stadium of Domitian.

In the analysis of these grids and axes, A. has little recourse to explicit theorization. Readers
should not expect direct engagement with the ideas of urban theorists such as Henri Lefebvre,
Kevin Lynch or Edward Soja (to name just a few). There is also less analysis than one might
expect of movement through these spaces and grids. Discussion of the triumphal route, for
example, is quite brief (202–5), and mostly follows the sequence proposed by E. Künzl (Der
römische Triumph (1988), 30–44). What A. does stress, to very good effect, is the long-term
continuity of the Campus Martius as an enormous canvas for élite representation in the public
sphere. Despite the substantial changes over time in the built environment and urban functions of
this part of the city, that is, it was the unremitting drive of Roman élites to memorialize
themselves, both under the Republic and the Principate, that gave the ancient Campus Martius a
certain coherence and, ultimately, drove the monumentalization of this ood plain. A.’s book
documents this complex process systematically, and with its vivid maps and plans, allows us to
visualize it more clearly than ever before.

University of California, Berkeley Carlos F. Noreña
norena@berkeley.edu
doi:10.1017/S0075435816000800

C. HÄUBER, THE EASTERN PART OF THE MONS OPPIUS IN ROME: THE SANCTUARY
OF ISIS ET SERAPIS IN REGIO III, THE TEMPLES OF MINERVA MEDICA,
FORTUNA VIRGO AND DEA SYRIA, AND THE HORTI OF MAECENAS (Bullettino
della Commissione archeologica comunale di Roma. Supplementi 22). Rome: ‘L’Erma’ di
Bretschneider, 2014. Pp. xxxi + 945, illus., maps, plans + 1 CD-ROM. ISBN 9788891304926.
€740.00.

Chrystina Häuber has devoted her scholarly career to documenting and analysing the remains —

often fragmentary or lost (but recorded in ancient written sources, and post-classical maps and
accounts of nds in the area) — and the ancient topography of the Mons Oppius, research which
she began to publish in the early 1980s and of which this huge volume forms the culmination and
conclusion. In the course of those decades, H. has greatly enhanced our understanding of the
Horti Maecenatis which dominated this section of Rome during the reign of Augustus and
continued to inuence its topography even after parts of it were consumed by Nero’s palaces (rst
the Domus Transitoria then, after the re of A.D. 64, the Domus Aurea) and then Trajan’s
Thermae (c. A.D. 104–109). H.’s initial focus was on the large quantity of ancient statuary
discovered in the area. In subsequent research, she turned her attention to the complexities of the
topography of this region, especially the course of the Servian Wall (sixth to fourth centuries B.C.,
but surviving as a topographical feature into the rst) through it, and the many buildings —

seldom preserved as more than substructures — that were incorporated into Maecenas’ garden
estate (Horti Maecenatis) in the late rst century B.C. Here she reviews, adds to and reaches nal
conclusions on many of these topics. Her topographical reconstructions are greatly enhanced by
the computer-generated maps which she has produced together with her collaborator F. X. Schütz
on which they locate ndspots and remains with remarkable precision. The maps are included on
a CD-ROM provided with the book and reference is made to them on almost every page. These
maps will be essential to scholars studying this material from this time on.

H. organizes the book into a methodological introduction (1–48) followed by two immense
sections (which she calls Book I and Book II) that could stand almost independent of one another.
Book I is a detailed topographical survey of the area, followed by individual studies of specic
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topography and excavations (which H. labels ‘Appendices’ (49–490)), and Book II, a treatment of
specic artifacts, mostly sculptures, found in the area (491–844), plus the usual referential
apparatus (845–945). Unfortunately, this organization forces the reader to move back and forth
through the text in order to follow all H.’s arguments and evidence on any one topic, which is
inconvenient and irritating. It is essential to refer constantly to the maps, which involves searching
through them on the CD-ROM, as well as to the gures which are included in batches (29–48,
139–50, 185–96, 239–48, 447–88 and 813–32) throughout the book. The huge size of the volume
makes it a challenge to lift, read or use, and its organization compounds the difculty. Two
fascicles would surely have been preferable. Publication in an online format, in which the maps
could have been incorporated and the gures included at the points where they are referenced,
would have made the work more accessible, user-friendly and affordable. The volume’s sheer size
will, I fear, impede access to H.’s research.

That would be a pity for the book contains an impressive summation of, and conclusion to, H.’s
decades of study of the eastern part of the Oppius and the western Esquiline in Roman times. In Book
I, H. establishes convincingly the precise location and extent of the sanctuary of Isis and Serapis in
Regio III, the location of the temple of Fortuna Virgo, the fons Mucosus and therapeutic water
sanctuaries of the Oppian, and the correct location of the sanctuary of Minerva Medica.
Appendix I details the exact course of the Servian Wall in the area as well as its effect on the
shrines and residences there throughout the Republican period (her previous publications on this
have been much praised, for example, by T. P. Wiseman in M. Cima et al. (eds), Horti Romani
(1998), 13–22, and here H. reinforces and elaborates her reconstructions). Likewise, in Appendix
V, H. expands on her previous publications to establish not only the boundaries of the Horti
Maecenatis but also their nature as ‘an inhabited sacral landscape’ (235–6), which explains the
numerous shrines and sanctuaries recorded within them. In Book II, H. rst documents the
importance of the cult of Apollo in this area of Rome at least by the reign of Augustus (495–517),
and then enters into detailed discussion of the many antiquities certainly, or possibly, discovered
in the area through the centuries, their precise ndspots when that can be determined and the
implications for dating. In her discussion of statues from the temple of Minerva Medica (611–26),
H. addresses the long-disputed dating of the Vatican Laocoon group and makes the best case so
far for assigning it to the Augustan age (in agreement with, but more convincingly than,
P. Liverani in F. Buranelli et al. (eds), Laocoonte (2006), 23–40, or E. La Rocca in La Rocca et al.
(eds), Augusto (2013), 184–207), as well as identifying its original location — said by Pliny (NH
36.37) to have been the domus Titi imperatoris — as the main domus of Maecenas within his
Horti, which by Pliny’s time had passed into imperial possession and in which Titus likely resided
between A.D. 71 and 79 (622). H. is equally convincing in her lengthy treatment (652–735) of the
so-called ‘Esquiline group’ of statues — which includes the ‘Esquiline Venus’ and others now
displayed in the Palazzo dei Conservatori, among which (H. argues) should be included the
well-known bust of Commodus as Hercules Romanus — all of which she would date to the reign
of Septimius Severus.

In sum, H offers a wealth of detailed and convincing topographical and art historical research on
an important sector of the ancient urbs. It will remain essential to scholars of topography and
sculpture for the foreseeable future, especially the valuable new maps of the Oppius and Esquiline,
and at the same time stands as a monumentum to the scholarly achievements of its distinguished
author.

The University of Georgia James C. Anderson, Jr.
janderso@uga.edu
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F. COARELLI, COLLIS: IL QUIRINALE E IL VIMINALE NELL’ANTICHITÀ. Rome: Edizioni
Quasar, 2014. Pp. xii + 411, illus. ISBN 9788871405476. €45.00.

This book follows on from a series of topographical monographs published by Filippo Coarelli on the
Roman Forum (1983 and 1985), the Forum Boarium (1988), the Campus Martius (1997) and the
Palatine (2012). In this volume, C. turns to the Quirinal and Viminal, the hills which extended
north from the area of the Forum and Subura. The focus is on the Quirinal, with three long
sections on topography and roads (1–81), cults (83–243) and housing (245–326). This portion of
C.’s book is indebted to his multiple entries on the Quirinal for the Lexicon Topographicum Urbis
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