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to growing concerns over forgery and the difficulty in authenticating a document.
Other articles, such as Michael Jucker and Bastian Walter on the Swiss cantons
(as well as Strasbourg in Walter’s case), and Christoph Friedrich Weber on Italy,
concentrate less on archives as places, and more on the issues associated with
their being repositories of confidential documents. At stake is how early modern
councils proceeded with highly sensitive information, sometimes even protected
by secret codes.

The final section examines town scribes and notaries, paying specific attention
to their education. Branka Grbavac charts the growth of notaries on the Dalmatian
coast, noting that most notaries were not from the region, but rather from central
and northern Italy. Ágnes Flóra looks further to the east to examine the duties and
training of notaries in Transylvania, many of whom had studied at universities
(most often at Wittenberg). Although placed in the first section, José Miguel López
Villalba’s article on the duties, salary and training of town scribes in Castile would
have fit well here. The final chapter by Marco Mostert takes a broader look at the
types and growth of schools in this period. He concludes with the apt observation
that we need a comparative and social history of western education, perhaps
signalling a future area of collaboration between Anna Adamska and himself.

Overall, this is a valuable collection of essays. It is not often one sees collections
of conference presentations that are so thematically coherent. Further, many of
the authors do a commendable job of summarizing their respective national
historiographical debates, making much specialist literature available to a broader
audience. For the reader not yet fluent in several European languages, such
summaries offer welcome insights into otherwise inaccessible scholarship. For
general readers, this volume provides an enriching overview of an important
topic. For specialists, the pan-European focus offers new perspectives and points
of comparison beyond one’s own terrain.

John Jordan
University of Bern

Karel Davids and Bert De Munck (eds.), Innovation and Creativity in Late
Medieval and Early Modern European Cities. Aldershot: Ashgate, 2014. xviii
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Medieval and early modern merchants and artisans faced a wide variety of
economic challenges, resulting in a repertoire of solutions. Sometimes, the same
solution was used to tackle different problems; sometimes, different solutions were
found for the same problem. This timely collection of essays, originating from a
workshop and a conference session, and edited by Karel Davids and Bert De
Munck, two specialists in the field of early modern guilds and technological history,
examines this variation by exploring how different institutional arrangements
favoured innovation and creativity in late medieval and early modern cities.

The 14 essays on cities and industries in Italy and the Low Countries are
introduced by the editors, who provide a brief but useful historiographical outline
of the research field. The following chapters address the volume’s underlying
question: when, how and why did regulations put in place by urban institutions,
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either authorities or guilds, enhance or impede technological innovation, skill
formation and the circulation of people and knowledge? The answers are not
straightforward, although almost all the authors put the freedom and possibilities
of urban authorities and guilds to devise economic strategies effectively in response
to changing broader political and economic conditions into perspective.

Broad in its scope, the volume underlines historical and regional divergences,
first of all with regard to regulation and innovation. Corine Maitte demonstrates
that guilds facilitated innovations in the glass industry of early modern Venice and
Altare, whereas (urban) authorities had little influence on the mobility of artisans
and the transfer of techniques. On the other hand, Alberto Grandi stresses the role of
local demand and institutional settings in the diffusion of soap production in north-
central Italian cities. The introduction of new technologies in the textile industries
of Padua was sometimes hampered, according to Andrea Caracausi, by the intricate
power relations at different institutional levels and in different market conditions.
The complex relations between authorities, guilds and industries are further
addressed in Eduardo Demo’s essay on the silk industry in fifteenth and sixteenth-
century Vicenza (eventually organized into a guild under Venetian pressure), as
well as in Francesco Ammannati’s careful analysis of the activities of the Florentine
wool guild in the early modern period. In the eighteenth century, the role of
the state became more decisive, as Alida Clemente shows for Bourbon Naples, a
capital city that promoted the development of the ceramics industry by attracting
technically skilled migrants and responding to changing consumption patterns.
The effectiveness of the Habsburgs’ efforts to develop Trieste as a manufacturing
and port centre, as Daniele Andreozzi makes clear, was dependent on local officials
and entrepreneurs.

Another strand of essays concerns the role of citizenship and/or guild
membership in attracting highly skilled artisans, regulating skill formation or
limiting access to training and work in certain sectors. Jan De Meester analyses
the granting of citizenship to artisans in early modern Antwerp, while De
Munck, Davids and Ellen Brum present a comprehensive overview of entrance
requirements for masters and apprentices in 19 cities and towns across the Low
Countries. They find little evidence supporting the idea that citizenship and guild
membership were used to stimulate innovation, or even regulate the labour market
in the first place. Janneke Trump draws similar conclusions in her essay on the
coopers’ guilds of Rotterdam and Haarlem, as does Raoul De Kerf, who shows
how the Antwerp coopers’ guild lost its position as a contract-enforcing authority
and mediating institution. Annelies De Bie’s essay on the diamond industry of
early modern Antwerp illustrates how the guild and apprentices struggled to
adapt to changing economic circumstances. Fascinating is Dries Lyna’s chapter on
Antwerp’s Academy of Fine Arts, founded in 1663, which became a training centre
for artisanal creativity. Finally, innovative in its approach is Claartje Rasterhoff’s
spatial analysis of the clustering of painters and publishers in the Dutch
Republic, which deserves further empirical application to allow for theoretical
refinement.

The originality and quality of the individual essays is generally very good,
providing solid case-studies for further (comparative) research. However, despite
what the volume’s title suggests, the geographical spread of the contributions is
rather uneven, with over a third on the city of Antwerp alone. Also, the essays
mainly deal with (the conditions for) product and organizational innovation, yet
the less tangible concept of creativity is hardly addressed at all. Finally, nearly all
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the authors introduce the same historiographical debate on guilds, resulting in
somewhat repetitive introductory paragraphs for those who read the book cover
to cover.

Commendably, the authors engage directly with Guilds, Innovation, and the
European Economy (2008), a volume edited by Stephan Epstein and Maarten Prak,
which put the relation between guilds and innovation at the forefront again, but
a collective point of Innovation and Creativity is that the question is not so much
whether or not guilds were conducive to innovation and economic growth, but
rather in which contexts they provided more workable solutions, and in which
they provided fewer. As such, the authors wisely urge looking ‘beyond the guilds’,
as they were only one part of the mix of contextual factors determining economic
developments. Thus, for now, the elegance of economic theory gives way to
historical complexity and variation.

A. van Steensel
University of Amsterdam

Anne Lancashire and David J. Parkinson (eds.), Records of Early English
Drama: Civic London to 1558. Cambridge: D.S. Brewer, 2015. 3 vols., cciv
+ 1591pp. Select bibliography. Maps. Symbols. Translations. Glossaries.
£195.00; US $340.00 hbk.
doi:10.1017/S0963926815000735

Historians of medieval and Renaissance English drama have become so
accustomed to successive volumes of The Records of Early English Drama (REED)
rolling off the production line, as they have done since 1976, that they may by now
take them for granted. But historians of the urban scene may not be as familiar with
REED volumes as they might be. Anne Lancashire’s ground-breaking collection
of the dramatic records of civic London to 1558 serves as an emphatic reminder
of what such volumes contain and how they may be used. Following on the heels
of Mary C. Erler (ed.), Records of Early English Drama: Ecclesiastical London (Toronto
and London, 2008), and Alan H. Nelson and John R. Elliott, Jr (eds.), Records of
Early English Drama: Inns of Court (3 vols., Cambridge, 2010), this three-volume
collection brings an impressively comprehensive picture of London’s dramatic
activities closer to completion.

Like its predecessors, REED: Civic London to 1558 identifies and publishes every
retrievable record relating to mimetic performance within its geographic and
chronological remit. Surviving civic records of London’s mimetic activities begin
1286/87, becoming more abundant when both the livery companies and the City
of London itself began more regularly to keep written records in the early fifteenth
century. Those two sources, the City’s administrative units and the London livery
companies, 27 of which retain some records for this era, comprise the lion’s share of
these volumes. The accounts of the Southwark Bridge House administration make
up the rest. Given those sources, records of royal entries, mayoral oath-takings and
shrieval presentations, Midsummer watches, myriad pageants and plays, seasonal
festivities, company feasts and drinkings, and secular musical entertainments as
provided, e.g., by the City waits and minstrels, form the central themes. In addition
to these activities themselves, this collection also provides, in full verbatim extent,
the documentary evidence for all sorts of ancillary activities and subjects relating
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