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James Ferguson, who tend to dismiss the influence of everyday politics in favor of overarching
theories that grant enormous agency to the discourses of global elites. Schneider undercuts
James Scott’s thesis, in Seeing Like a State, that villagization was the imposition of a hegemon-
ic vision of Eurocentric ‘high modernism’. Schneider’s work grows more directly from James
Ferguson’s The Anti-Politics Machine, but he nevertheless questions whether a paternalist be-
lief in technocratic ‘developmentalism’ is sufficient to nullify the politics inherent in decisions
affecting communities that are the targets of development policy. Schneider’s differences with
these authors are less than convincing, as, together with Goran Hyden and Mahmood
Mamdani, they prepared the analytical ground upon which he stands.

Schneider moves beyond these earlier approaches by suggesting that Nyerere’s one-party
state was a fairly successful strategy to obfuscate political and ideological differences behind
a facade of party unity. Through intensive and revealing research in several Tanzanian
archives, Schneider illuminates the individual decisions shaping these policies. He shows
that macro-level theories are not sufficient to explain how a group of seemingly honest admin-
istrators of state policy could come to such inexplicable decisions regarding a policy meant to
encourage and involve peasants volunteering in a new vision for the rural economy.

The book opens with an authoritative account of how the grassroots Ruvuma
Development Association went from being a model for Ujamaa to being a target of jeal-
ousy among top-level bureaucrats who praised the efforts of its communal village farms
even as they destroyed the organization. Schneider goes on to illustrate how the RDA’s
confident local ambition could not be replicated by state-directed policy, and how the
incentives driving state administrators distorted the policy’s implementation. In some
regards, Schneider’s detailed anecdotes affirm defenders of villagization, who claim that
it was undone by poor administration. But his attention to discourse shows how intra-
party disputes amplified villagization’s excesses precisely because it so ably bore a whole
‘ecology’ of conflicting discourses that made the policy’s attractive ideals impossible to
achieve.

PAUL BJERK
Texas Tech University
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This book is a welcome addition to the histories of mixed-descent communities in Britain’s
former Central African dependencies, Nyasaland, Northern and Southern Rhodesia,
modern-day Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. In this well-organized, carefully researched

@ CrossMark

https://doi.org/10.1017/50021853716000141 Published online by Cambridge University Press


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1017/S0021853716000141&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021853716000141

302 | VOL. §7, NO. 2 REVIEWS

book, Christopher J. Lee charts the histories of what he describes as ‘multiracial’ Africans
from 19710 to the 1960s. Paying particular attention to Malawi, Lee traces the emergence of
mixed-descent Anglo-African, Euro-African, and Eurafrican communities, as well as their
economic, political, and social aspirations and disappointments.

Unreasonable Histories is divided into three parts, with an impressive bibliography.
The introduction begins by mapping the geographical boundaries and sociopolitical his-
tories of Britain’s Central African dependencies. Against this historical backdrop, Lee
sets the stage for his key focus on the ‘relative disregard’ for multiracial lives during
the colonial period in British Central Africa and postcolonial scholarship and African
Studies. He suggests that multiracial lives are excluded and rendered ‘invisible’ by ‘na-
tive’ and ‘non-native’ discourse in colonial and postcolonial scholarship, and the politics
of African nationalism in African Studies (pp. 10, 13). In the introduction he makes the
case for a methodological framework drawing upon the concepts of ‘genealogical im-
agination’, ‘colonial kinship’, ‘nativism’, and ‘unreasonable histories’ to chronicle multi-
racial lives in colonial Central Africa. In sum, colonial rule was marked by racial and
cultural differences through racial hierarchal configurations of ‘native’ and ‘non-native’.
Multiracial Africans problematized these racial markers in their petitions for official rec-
ognition of legal, social, and political entitlements based on European descent. In
Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe respectively, multiracial Africans used the self-
descriptors ‘Anglo-African’, ‘Euro-African’, and ‘Eurafrican’ to signify affective genea-
logical and kinship connections, and political and social distinctions from ‘native’
communities.

The chapters in Part One, ‘Histories Without Groups’, focus primarily upon Nyasaland;
nonetheless, they set the tone for Lee’s wider engagement of the political and legal realms
that affected the status, education, and employment of the region’s multiracial communi-
ties. Lee skillfully juxtaposes his fieldwork and archival findings to present an example of
‘histories without groups’ and ‘unreasonable histories’. He notes that these ‘histories are
unreasonable insofar that they underscore methodological challenges’ and that ‘histories
without groups provide a tentative solution, evincing social and political conditions of
risk, exclusion, and suppression’ (p. 25).

In Chapter One, Lee notes the emphasis upon the individual rather than the group his-
torical experience in the ‘genealogical imaginations’ and ‘colonial kinships’ he finds
through oral histories and family memories. He writes that ‘many family stories were
anchored by arrivals and settlements, the coming of a European or Indian man ... and
his putative marriage to an African woman’ (p. 45). Consequently, illegitimacy was an
issue persistently encountered by multiracial people.

In Chapters Two and Three, Lee draws upon epistolary evidence to reveal the personal
lives and agency of the letter writers. For example, he sketches the story of Adaima, an
African woman who had a tumultuous four-year relationship with an unnamed white
man, the father of her mixed-descent son. Lee also uses epistolary evidence about and
from Anglo-African children to reveal their agency, poverty, and despair as they sought
financial assistance from the colonial administration and their absent white fathers.

Part Two, ‘Non-Native Questions’, traces the interconnected histories of Nyasaland,
Southern, and Northern Rhodesia. Chapter Four examines a local court case in
Nyasaland, Carr v. Karim, in which the presiding judge, Haythorne Reed, ruled that
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Karim, an African of Indian descent, was properly classified not as ‘native’ but rather as
‘non-native of Indian origin’ (p. 96). This case was the catalyst for the Colonial Office’s
unsuccessful attempt to create a single unifying category of ‘native’ in Britain’s African ter-
ritories. Chapter Five addresses the legal debates during the interwar period and various
Northern and Southern Rhodesia government commissions established to investigate the
status, education, employment, and racial categorization of multiracial people.

In Part Three, ‘Colonial Kinships’, Lee engages with the region-specific ways mixed-
descent people understood and negotiated their identities in relation to white officials
and settler society, and with how the colonial designation ‘native’ affected multiracial com-
munities’ everyday lives. Chapters Six and Seven cover individual multiracial people’s pol-
itical activism in the 1930s and 1940s. From the late 1950s, Anglo-Africans, Euro-
Africans, and Eurafricans joined forces with other marginalized groups such as immigrant
Cape Coloureds and Indians, to generate new forms of political action under the
‘Coloured’ banner.

In the conclusion, ‘Genealogies of Colonialism’, Lee observes that multiracial communi-
ties ‘possess shallow histories that lack longstanding cultural traditions and ongoing social
reproduction’ (p. 238). But perhaps rather than being thought of as shallow, these histories
might be thought of as a ‘recent’ living phenomenon that continues to evolve, socially and
culturally reproduced by contemporary generations of multiracial Africans. Although Lee
does not characterize his work as ‘critical mixed-race studies’, Unreasonable Histories fits
well into this emerging interdisciplinary field, as it considers how races were/are embodied
and how bodies were/are racialized. Undoubtedly, ‘mixed-racedness’ is distinctive to dis-
crete geographical locations and historical moments, yet it is also an experience common
across the globe.

JULIETTE B. MILNER-THORNTON
Griffith University
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‘Since the wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of
peace must be constructed’, states the 1948 UNESCO constitution. Molly Sundberg’s an-
thropological study provides a chilling picture of how the reconstruction of minds is being
conducted in post-genocide Rwanda. The Rwandan state has set out to detach people from
older divisive affinities and mould them into a unified collective belief system. It uses not
only symbols but also an ideology shaping and constraining everyday life.
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