
this topic is not fully explored. It can be argued that religious beliefs, ex-
periences, and practices of the Farooq family were ways of making sense
of the society and their relations with it. The ways in which social reality
constructs consciousness are as important as the ways in which reality
itself is socially constructed. As Mary Douglas and Emile Durkheim
have argued people believe what makes sense to them and what makes
sense to them depends on their social environment.
The state is used prominently in the analysis and in some of the key ar-

guments of the book but it is inadequately conceptualized. This is especially
important because of the book’s emphasis on the relationship between the
state and religion and public skepticism. In both, institutional configurations
of the state play a critical role. In states in which religion and political insti-
tutions are integrated, religious institutions suffer from a trust deficit, and
this dynamic can explain the perception and skepticism of the Mullahs.
Some reflections on the role of literacy in the production of skepticism
and cynicism that permeates public life in Pakistan would have been
useful. These limitations, however, do not diminish the overall merits of
Muslim Becoming. It is a welcome addition to social scientific studies of
Pakistani society. The readers will profit from its innovative approach and
its findings are likely to provoke critical reflections and debate.
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On July 3, 1776, John Adams reflected on recent events with joy and trep-
idation: “Britain has been filled with folly, and America with wisdom…It
is the will of Heaven that the two countries should be sundered forever. It
may be the will of Heaven that America shall suffer calamities far more
wasting.” For a New Englander steeped in puritan enthusiasm, the new
prospect in human affairs opened by American “Independency” was, in
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fact, a very old one. The hearts of the British, like Pharaoh’s, had been
hardened; the Americans had successfully thrown off the imperial yoke.
God was acting in history once more to deliver his chosen people from
slavery. But as an attentive reader of Exodus, Adams knew that their
trials were only beginning. One must submit to “an overruling
Providence…unfashionable as the faith may be.”
John Coffey’s Exodus and Liberation argues that, in the context of the

Revolution, Adams’s providentialism and Old Testament allusions were
not “unfashionable” at all. His letter provides a consummate example of
what Coffey calls “Protestant deliverance politics,” an Anglo-American
tradition of political rhetoric that he traces from the Reformation to the
present day. The book details how successive generations of political
actors and activists have drawn on Old Testament narratives and texts –

primarily Exodus, but also the Jubilee proclamations of Leviticus and
Isaiah – to frame their own struggles for liberty as reenactments of the
Hebrews’ divine deliverance. For Coffey, an early modern historian, the
English Civil War or “Puritan Revolution” provides the pattern for a
“Biblical language of liberty” that politicized religious ideas of deliver-
ance and liberation previously confined to the spiritual realm. The first
of the book’s three parts argues that the deliberate echoes of Jubilee and
Exodus heard in revolutionary cries to “Break every yoke!” and the rhetor-
ical contrast between liberty and slavery pioneered in 1644 profoundly
shaped the revolutions of 1688 and 1776 that followed. The second
shows how abolitionists in England and America later adopted and trans-
formed this language by arguing that slavery was not simply a metaphor
for the oppression of white Christians. The final section examines the con-
tinued importance of Exodus and Jubilee motifs in the 20th century, par-
ticularly in the Civil Rights movement. Coffey’s narrative extends beyond
the 2008 presidential election to show that deliverance politics remains
alive and well in America both on the Left and the Right—especially in
foreign policy, where echoes of the “missionary imperialism” of 19th
century British abolitionists abound.
Coffey is not the first to notice the peculiarly Protestant tenor of

American politics. Yet, his unapologetically transatlantic – and transhis-
torical – approach allows him to bring together political and social move-
ments, eras, and individuals usually treated apart and thus to see Bible-
intoxication as not simply an American pathology. Whereas other scholars
have approached the phenomenon through the works of a few exemplary
orators and statesmen, Coffey’s narrative brings together characters and
sources ranging from the expected to the obscure: not only sermons,
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speeches, and pamphlets, but also songs, paintings, and commemorative
medals. A motley crew of Moses’s and Pharaohs populate his pages,
with several figures – including Cromwell and Lincoln – enjoying the
dubious distinction of being both. The Puritan Revolution in particular
produced a host of mediocre prophets, including Thomas Totney, who cir-
cumcised himself and went berserk outside of Parliament.
Given his subject, Coffey’s failure to engage with the well-developed

literatures on civil religion and the jeremiad in America is surprising.
Instead, he positions himself within debates in the history of political
thought, most notably the arguments by Quentin Skinner and others for
a significant revival of “neo-Roman” or republican ideas of liberty in
early modern England. Exodus and Liberation insists, however, that the
imaginaries informing early modern ideas of bondage were more often
biblical and Egyptian, rather than Roman, despite increasing English par-
ticipation in the African slave trade at the time. Coffey relates how aboli-
tionists and their opponents would later hotly debate the contemporary
implications of the Old Testament institution of Jubilee: did Isaiah’s in-
junction to “proclaim liberty to the captives” apply only to Hebrew bonds-
men (analogized to indentured whites) or to all slaves, including blacks?
In recovering these partial and partisan uses of Scripture, Coffey’s book

is at its best. But his approach also has its downsides. Each chapter offers
tantalizing glimpses of novel forms of political thinking and argumenta-
tion but rarely dips beneath the surface. In his haste to reach the
present, Coffey does not stop to ask what his subjects were doing in ap-
pealing to Scripture or what, precisely, was at stake. His decision to
frame the book as a study of political rhetoric suggests that Old
Testament appeals possessed only a non-rational, emotive power inessen-
tial to the moral or political claims being made and intended to “convert”
rather than persuade. He would seem to agree with John Rawls and other
public reason liberals for whom the abolitionist and Civil Rights move-
ments are favorite examples of how claims about basic justice can and
should be translated from a “theological” to a “secular” key. But Coffey
– like his sources – also insists that Exodus and Jubilee are doing justifi-
catory work to “legitimate” political action. The question of whether a dis-
tinction between religious rhetoric and political argument can be
maintained in the 17th century or today is pushed aside. Beyond pointing
out the persistence of an inevitably “contested” deliverance politics,
Coffey’s narrative lacks analytical or normative purchase. Throughout,
he deploys binaries between religious/political and spiritual/secular that
his own narrative undermines.
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Coffey has shown himself willing to engage with political theorists, in-
cluding Rawls, in his earlier work on toleration; his failure to do so here
feels like a missed opportunity. Still, this should not detract from his
achievement. The work of deliverance is never done and in drawing our
attention to this forgotten but still-living rhetorical tradition, Exodus and
Liberation reminds its readers that struggles for liberation are always
wars of words as well as swords. To understand them, one must also un-
derstand the complex rhetorical terrain on which they are fought.
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Recently, the populist Dutch politician Geerd Wilders provoked a public
storm of greater intensity than even he is used to, when he called for a
sharp reduction in the number of Moroccans in the country. This was
just one more in the long sequence of incidents focusing on Islam and
Muslims in Europe which, over a quarter of a century now, has been
merged into a grand narrative. It is this narrative which the authors of
this book set out to analyse. The opening chapter, “Muslims in Europe:
balancing between belonging and exclusion,” sets out the main tensions
of the book: in fact, its title would actually have been a more suitable
one for the book. At the center lie the contrasts between realities on the
ground and a tendency to fit these into a historical mythology of civiliza-
tional confrontations. The following two chapters — “Islam in Europe: A
Genealogy” and “Who are the European Muslims?” — are essentially a
mapping exercise, albeit one that is necessary as a foundation for the fol-
lowing chapters. The genealogy is basically a history of Europe’s histor-
ical experience of Muslims and Islam, from the middle ages until the
present, in which Islam has been integrated into Europe’s history and
culture as the permanent “other.” The focus is overwhelmingly on
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