
broadened effective implementation of papal power, sometimes the opposite was the
case. In the essays on the development of papal legates and on the growth of adminis-
tration through the Camera Apostolica, readers will find that delegated jurisdiction
significantly contributed to increased papal authority outside of Rome, and that the ap-
ostolic household was able to efficiently do what no other ruler could: tax the whole of
Europe, and with a tiny number of employees.

Chapters on the contemporary papal chancery, the apostolic penitentiary, and the
Roman Rota provide more surprises: the vast production of papal briefs and letters
shows that popes acted, Andreas Meyer explains, as “not the hunter, but the hunted”
(256). Hence, documents from these offices tell much more about what individual
appellants sought than what pope or curia thought about any case. The final essays
further illuminate the variety of goals pursued by popes in the medieval period: not
only a crusade agenda that died after reaching a high point under Innocent II, but also
a missionary vision once essentially abandoned but renewed in the thirteenth century,
one destined to grow throughout the early modern era. These essays promote sophisti-
cated, nuanced understanding of the medieval papacy, and deserve wide readership.

William V. Hudon, Bloomsburg University

Droit et réforme ecclésiatique à Venise à la fin du Moyen Âge: Le “Synodicon”
Giustiniani (1438); Édition critique, Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana Ms. Lat. IV,
105 (= 2378). Pascal Vuillemin.
Sources et Documents 5. Rome: École française de Rome, 2015. xii1 308 pp. c36.

In the context of published Venetian documentary sources, mainly devoted to public,
notarial, and monastic funds, the Synodicon of Lorenzo Giustiniani, bishop of Castello
(Venice), starts to fill the existing gap regarding the sources on ecclesiastical subjects.
In fact, this publication is part of a more extensive program involving a number of
works containing regulations edited by the patriarchs of Venice that is presently being
conducted by Pascal Vuillemin. As is indicated by the title of this book, its purpose is
to consider the relationship between reform and ecclesiastical law at the end of the
Middle Ages. The bibliography and the notes are very rich and attest to extensive re-
search in the archives and libraries in order to present the published text in its historical
and documentary context, at both a local and an international level. This is achieved
thanks to a comparative analysis, which demonstrates the full integration of the text
in the more general Italian and European movement of ecclesiastical reform through
the “compilation of statutes.”

The first part is an extensive introduction in three sections designed, first, to define
the difficult context of the diocese of Castello (Venice), which oversaw the drafting
of the compilation; second, to trace its elaborate process, thanks to the research and

1152 VOLUME LXX, NO. 3RENAISSANCE QUARTERLY

https://doi.org/10.1086/695224 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1086/695224


identification of all the sources explicitly cited in the compilation itself; and, finally,
to understand the formal organization and content of the latter. In the context of the
rivalry that opposed the patriarch of Grado to the bishop of Castello, the compilation
of the Giustiniani statutes became a battle plan that was a prelude to his victory some
years later thanks to his election as the first patriarch of Venice in 1451. The two most
important preexisting and conflicting ecclesiastical seats were now merged into one.

The second part presents the only preserved manuscript of the text, which is kept
at the Biblioteca Marciana in Venice, and the already existing modern editions (eigh-
teenth and nineteenth centuries), which are imperfect and erroneous, according to the
author, thus leading him to propose this new critical edition, which constitutes the
third part of the book. At variance with previous Venetian historiography on ecclesi-
astical matters that generally emphasizes the figure of Lorenzo Giustiniani as first pa-
triarch of Venice, Vuillemin prefers to focus on one of the texts by Giustiniani that he
considers fundamental: his compilation of statutes promulgated in Latin in 1438 and
named Synodicon by an eighteenth-century scholar who edited its first publication.
Vuillemin attributes a high value to the compilations of statutes that he strives to de-
fine, despite their being hardly distinguished from regular statutes by medieval sources.
According to Vuillemin, they are a source hitherto unjustly neglected by historians. He
attaches a particular importance to them as a symptom and an effect, allowing the un-
derstanding of the use of law as a weapon of reform in the history of the church.

The introduction to the critical edition is very clear and well developed, but some-
what conventional. He organizes it in three parts according to the French standard
that allows for a clear and easy read. Given its nature, this text is aimed at an audience
of scholars specialized in religious history. Despite his confidence and his enthusiasm,
Vuillemin tries in contradictory ways to convince us of the capital importance of com-
pilations of statutes, as he himself states in his conclusion that the Giustiniani com-
pilation is neither groundbreaking nor original, but simply lasted longer (in use) than
the others, a good 140 years (97).

Federica Masè, Université d’Evry Val‐d’Essonne / IDHES

Mendicant Cultures in the Medieval and Early Modern World: Word, Deed, and
Image. Sally J. Cornelison, Nirit Ben-Aryeh Debby, and Peter Howard, eds.
Europa Sacra 19. Turnhout: Brepols, 2016. xviii 1 322 pp. c90.

The enormous influence of the mendicant orders in medieval and early modern Eu-
rope is justification alone for this interdisciplinary volume. As its editors readily admit,
the claim to “world” representation is a bit of a stretch. The majority of the articles
concern mendicant communities in Italy, and mostly Franciscan and Dominican. A
number of the articles do, however, speak to the outward embrace of mendicant spir-
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