
Over all, the book is a major step in Citizenship Studies and African Studies,
and it will have a significant impact and contribution to these wide fields.
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There has been a continuing and growing interest in critically reflecting on his-
torical and contemporary perspectives of medical research practices and ethical
processes. In The Experiment Must Continue, Melissa Graboyes contributes to this
literature with lessons of caution. Guided by her own background in public
health and history, and drawing on archival research and ethnographic
fieldwork in Tanzania, Graboyes discusses key aspects of medical research
and the challenges of everyday ethics in the field. Detailing medical research
in East Africa from  to , the book ‘speaks to the potential misuse of
people, historically and in the present, and asks hard questions about why we
do medical research, at what cost, who benefits, and whether those benefits
are worth the risks we ask some people to bear’ (p. xxi).

A range of medical research is discussed, including lymphatic filariasis elim-
ination attempts, a tuberculosis drug trial, a male circumcision trial and malaria
interventions. The book is divided into sections, each dealing with a part of the
process of research: from perceptions of medical research, the arrival of
researchers into an area, the conduct of research and recruitment of partici-
pants, to finalising research and the remnants of what is left behind after
field research is completed. Graboyes deftly illustrates these aspects by juxtapos-
ing historical and contemporary vignettes of research experiences before dis-
cussing the implications and highlighting cautionary lessons that emerge
from the analysis. Presenting the material in this way illuminates the continu-
ities of adverse research practices over time, and, providing historical depth
to contemporary practice, how previous experiences continue to shape
responses to medical research.

Throughout the book, disparities become evident, some of which echoes
other work in this area. Firstly, there are deviations between formal research
practices and processes and the realities of translating these into practice.
Secondly, there are divergences between the researchers’ and participants’ per-
spectives on the research itself. Yet on reading the book, further contradictions
also become evident. On the one hand, Graboyes discusses how the provision of
additional medical treatment through the research can be beneficial to partici-
pants’ response to the medical research. On the other hand, she later cautions
against the blurred line between treatment and research, describing risks of
coercion through ‘an offer that is too good to turn down, and thus inhibits
truly voluntary participation’ (p. ). This contradiction, grappled with in
the middle of this book, adds an additional layer of dilemma and further high-
lights the complexities of doing medical research and ethics.

 R E V I E W S

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022278X16000744 Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1017/S0022278X16000744&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022278X16000744


The scope and breadth of medical research in East Africa today is vast. This
book provides a timely reflection on previous medical research encounters in
East Africa and adds to anthropological literature critiquing historical and con-
temporary medical interventions more broadly. The historical ethnographic
analysis raises important lessons to be learnt from previous research endea-
vours, lessons that, as the material in this book illustrates, are unfortunately
all too often overlooked. The discussions on past research encounters remain
relevant with the findings applicable to research today.

A further aspect of the book that is therefore of particular interest given the
subject of the book is in fact in the preface, where Graboyes writes a reflexive
account of her own experience of fieldwork; of themethods she used for collect-
ing data and her reflexions on negotiating ethics in the field. Some readers may
want to read more about these processes, as this account provides an immediacy
of the impact and realities of the subject matter of the book.

Covering a lot of ground, this book provides an insightful analysis of some of
the social consequences of conducting research. While providing a critique of
medical research endeavours, Graboyes work also demonstrates an approach
to research that engages in this critique. Methodologically, therefore, the
book invites reflexivity in research methods and ethics. This book, relevant
for people interested in the history of medical research and interventions in
East Africa, is especially valuable for those embarking on research in East
Africa and elsewhere. While the book focuses on medical research, with the
expanse of transnational research in other fields, the lessons from the analysis
bear resonance to research practices more generally.
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This is probably an indispensable book on today’s Ethiopia, giving us an original
and well-written overview of the country and its recent transformations. It
addresses recent history but also the current social, economic and political
developments as well as the demographic and ‘religious’ situation. As so
often noted, Ethiopia indeed has gone through dramatic changes in the past
decades since the take-over of power in  by the former insurgent move-
ment, the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (with at its
core the Tigray People’s Liberation Front, TPLF). This is despite the baseline
of strongly authoritarian political governance being maintained and reinvented
in new forms. The title of the book covers the scope and contents quite well, but
some readers wondered if mentioning the late PMMeles Zenawi so prominently
as having bequeathed a dominant personal ‘legacy’ is not overdoing it a bit: cer-
tainly such a legacy is cultivated by current rulers for political-symbolic reasons,
but the policies inaugurated were broader than just the role of one man.
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