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Sandra Aguilar Rodriguez [2007]). Blum concludes by offering insightful comments on 
the distinction between labor and welfare as manifest in the social security code. 

University of Utah SUSIE S. PORTER 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

LATINO & BORDER STUDIES 

The Cubans of Union City: Immigrants in a New Jersey Community. By Yolanda Prieto. 
Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2009. Pp. xvii, 204. Maps. Tables. Halftones. 
Notes. Bibliography. Index. $26.95 paper. 

For more than fifty years, Cuban migration to the United States has generated thousands 
of studies and hundreds of books that have analyzed that community from every imagi­
nable angle and perspective. Yet that abundant body of work suffers from a great imbal­
ance since die overwhelming majority of those studies have focused on the migration's 
largest enclave in South Florida, particularly Miami. There are few, if any, studies of other 
sizable Cuban communities in Los Angeles, New York City, Chicago, Washington D.C., 
and the second largest Cuban community in the United States: Union City, New Jersey, 
a.k.a. "the northernmost Cuban province" (p. 3). Those familiar with the Cuban com­
munity in Miami will welcome this work as a useful tool that will facilitate comparative 
analyses and a better framework to contextualize die foundations, development, and his­
tory of Cuban communities in the United States. 

Despite vast historical and cultural differences between Miami and Union City before the 
Cubans' arrival, the exile communities founded in both cities after 1959 developed strik­
ingly similar ethnic enclaves. Both communities were and are driven by the same politi­
cal passions, work ethics, entrepreneurial skills and experience, and family values that pro­
vided the basis for their slow but inevitable adaptation to and integration into American 
society, albeit largely on their own terms. Community development followed a pattern 
marked by the creation of private schools, Spanish-language newspapers, radio stations, 
and a wide variety of small and midsize businesses—restaurants; clodiing, jewelry, and 
hardware stores; accounting and law firms; and banks—that catered almost exclusively to 
the Cuban community. Most if not all businesses offered the important amenity of Span­
ish-speaking clerks and attendants. And in Union City, like in Miami, the exiles organ­
ized themselves in social groups based on place of residence in Cuba (municipios) in order 
to preserve and strengthen their ties to the homeland, stay close to the political situation 
in Cuba, and to prepare for their return to Cuba as soon as Fidel Castro's government 
was overthrown and the Cuban Revolution reversed. That hope vanished after die failure 
of the Bay of Pigs invasion in 1961, and the Cuban exile communities realized that it was 
time to develop deeper roots in the United States. 

A resident of Union City since the 1960s, the author has witnessed and participated in 
the community's most important cultural and political events. The narrative covers all 
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major events related to Cuba and the Cuban immigration to the United States from the 
perspective of those who, for various reasons, settled in the northeast, away from Cuban 
Miami. The 102 interviewees reflect on every wave of the Cuban migration, from the 
"Freedom Flights," to the Mariel boatlifts, to the balseros' exodus, and how each wave of 
Cuban migrants affected the community. The author and her informants are also not shy 
to comment on the sensitive subject of political violence in the community. Most impor­
tantly, unlike most studies on the Cuban migration, this work focuses on two important 
contributors to community building: women and the Catholic Church. The role of 
women as central figures in the family and their contributions to the local economy and 
social and civic organizations are well documented through interviews with female com­
munity leaders, local press reports, and journal articles. A similar method is used to show 
the Catholic Church's role as the spiritual, and at times political, leader of the commu­
nity both in Cuba and in Union City. Members of the clergy candidly discussed their col­
laboration with the U.S. government during the "Peter Pan" program, and their position 
on Pope John Paul II's visit to Cuba in 1998. In sum, The Cubans of Union City is an 
important work of original research, thoroughly documented, and well written. Cuba's 
"northernmost province" can now take its rightful place in the literature of the Cuban 
migration to the United States. 

DePaul University FELIX MASUD-PILOTO 

Chicago, Illinois 

Drug War Zone: Frontline Dispatches from the Streets of El Paso and Juarez. By Howard 
Campbell. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2009. Pp. vi, 310. Photographs. Notes. 
References. Index. $60.00 cloth; $24.95 paper. 

With close to twenty years of ethnographic study, Howard Campbell collects and analyzes 
an array of voices of those who compete to survive within the distinct powers and dis­
courses that comprise the narco-economy. This is one of the most significant contribu­
tions to the study of dope because Campbell uses ethnography to document the impact 
of transnational flows, whether of commodities, ideas, or violence, on the daily lives of 
people on all sides of the drug economy. Differing from journalistic studies, Campbell 
gives greater context to the issues by allowing those immersed in the illicit trade a greater 
space to tell their stories. 

Campbell, a professor of Sociology and Anthropology at the University of Texas-El Paso, 
employs his current hometown as a site of analysis. He opens the book by confessing his 
early fascination with Terrence Poppa's Drug Lord (1998). Campbell argues that his 
study of drugs was first a hobby that became an unavoidable scholarly pursuit due to his 
location and what he observed. In the work, he provides a sophisticated look at the array 
of actors within transnational flows of drugs. His general introduction positions this work 
as similar to the multi-faceted world of drug trafficking, as men, women, and children 
from all walks of life play key roles in the industry. The study is divided into two sections, 
both with nuanced introductions that problematize narcotics. The first, with a focus on 
smuggling, contains accounts by historians, addicts, a female boss, peddlers, and smug-

https://doi.org/10.1353/tam.2010.0013 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1353/tam.2010.0013



